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The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge AS & A Level Law 9084, and to 
show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the subject’s curriculum and 
assessment objectives. 

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from June 2018 scripts to exemplify a range of answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with a clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or 
omitted. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way, it is 
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their 
answers. There is also a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for each question.

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help teachers 
to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Therefore, in some 
circumstances, such as where exact answers are required, there will not be much comment.

The questions and mark schemes used here are available to download from the School Support Hub. These files are:

June 2018  Question Paper 22
June 2018 Paper 22 Mark Scheme

Past exam resources and other teacher support materials are available on the School Support Hub:

www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Introduction

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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How to use this booklet
This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low-level response for 
each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the candidate answers, and in 
the right-hand column are the examiner comments.

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

Example Candidate Responses – Paper 3

6Cambridge AS & A Level – Law (9084)

Question 1

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner Comments

A good start. A brief definition of 
misrepresentation, which is clear 
(this is often better than a very 
long and sometimes less accurate 
one). This is followed by the main 
elements of misrepresentation 
without being over lengthy and 
wasting time on unnecessary 
matters.

The candidate moves straight 
into the issues required in the 
question, i.e. whether silence 
amounts to misrepresentation, 
stating right away that it does not 
(it would be more accurate to say 
that it ‘normally’ does not). There 
is a good point of evaluation 
explaining why (may prevent 
sales).

This is followed by a succinct 
list of exceptions to the general 
rule.

Understands that with the 
exceptions silence may amount 
to a misrepresentation. Explains 
contracts uberrimae fidei, with a 
short evaluative comment on the 
reason for it.

Case to illustrate contracts 
uberrimae fidei with a good level 
of detail to explain the case, 
without being overly lengthy.

1

1

22

3

3

4

4
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner Comments

A good start. A brief definition of 
misrepresentation, which is clear 
(this is often better than a very 
long and sometimes less accurate 
one). This is followed by the main 
elements of misrepresentation 
without being over lengthy and 
wasting time on unnecessary 
matters.

The candidate moves straight 
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question, i.e. whether silence 
amounts to misrepresentation, 
stating right away that it does not 
(it would be more accurate to say 
that it ‘normally’ does not). There 
is a good point of evaluation 
explaining why (may prevent 
sales).

This is followed by a succinct 
list of exceptions to the general 
rule.

Understands that with the 
exceptions silence may amount 
to a misrepresentation. Explains 
contracts uberrimae fidei, with a 
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reason for it.
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1

1

22

3

3

4

4

Answers are by real candidates in exam conditions. 
These show you the types of answers for each level.
Discuss and analyse the answers with your learners in 
the classroom to improve their skills.

Examiner comments are 
alongside the answers. These 
explain where and why marks 
were awarded. This helps you 
to interpret the standard of 
Cambridge exams so you can 
help your learners to refine 
their exam technique.

How the candidate could have improved their answer
This was an excellent response, which used a wide range of illustrative detail and sound definitions. Three maxims 
were identified and explained, each remedy was explained with a relevant case, including the more recent Anton Pillar 
and Mareva injunctions.

This section explains how the candidate could 
have improved each answer. This helps you to 
interpret the standard of Cambridge exams and 
helps your learners to refine their exam technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
Candidates who fared less well in this response often made the mistake of offering responses based on custom and 
the Anglo Saxon system of law, rather than concentrating on the creation of Common Law and the way in which Equity 
was formed to solve problems. Poorer responses also contained far too few example citations for the maxims and 
particularly the remedies. Concepts such as trust, mortgages and deserted wives’ equity could also have been used.

Lists the common mistakes candidates made 
in answering each question. This will help your 
learners to avoid these mistakes and give them 
the best chance of achieving the available marks.

Often candidates were not awarded 
marks because they misread or 
misinterpreted the questions.
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

The candidate identifies the 
part of the source material which 
is relevant for this question.

Link to the offence of murder 
but does not specifically say it is 
an indictable offence. 

The candidate accurately 
references the relevant part of the 
source material. 

Here is a clear link to the 
scenario facts. 

There is a clear link here to 
the application by the prosecution 
lawyer. 

This is logical application of the 
relevant subsections. 

Here is another reference to 
the scenario.

3
3

44

7

11

2

2

55

66

7
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

Here the candidate has applied 
the law to the scenario facts and 
reached a logical conclusion.

The candidate has applied 
the relevant case provided in the 
source materials.

Mark for (a) = 9 out of 10

88

9
9
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

The candidate accurately 
selects the relevant part of the 
source material based on the 
scenario facts. 

The candidate is using (a) but 
does not comment on the fact 
that Freddie is being tried for an 
indictable offence. 

Here is the application of (b).

There is an accurate link to the 
relevant law. 

The law is applied accurately to 
the scenario facts.

Some good application of the 
scenario facts to the law which 
has been given. 

Here is some logical 
application.

1010

11

11

12

12

16

1313

14

1515

16

14
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

The reference to Twomey is 
not needed but it does not detract 
from what is a good answer.

This closing sentence is not a 
clear conclusion.

Mark for (b) = 9 out of 10

1717

18
18
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

Here the candidate identifies 
one relevant and one irrelevant 
area of law. 

The candidate has selected a 
relevant piece of law and linked it 
to the scenario facts.

There is some accurate 
analysis of the scenario facts.

The accurate part of the source 
material has been selected based 
on the scenario facts.                           

Here the candidate reaches 
a logical conclusion based on 
the source material, although the 
reference to Twomey is not strictly 
necessary.

This is not a clear conclusion.

Mark for (c) = 7 out of 10

1919

2020

21
21

2222

23
23

24
24



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

11 Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

Reference to the relevant 
statute governing jury selection.

Here is some accurate 
evaluation of the selection 
process for juries, which is clearly 
linked to the question.

Relevant information linked 
to the question, as vetting can 
impact on the composition of the 
jury which has been selected.

2525

26
26

27

27
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

These are accurate and 
relevant case examples.
2828
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

The paragraph on challenge is 
accurate information which relates 
to the question.

The candidate does not make 
reference to any of the basic 
qualifications relating to jury 
selection.

Here is a comment relating 
back to the range of people 
available for jury selection.

Although this is an interesting 
area for discussion it is not 
relevant to the issue of selection.

Mark for (d) = 14 out of 20

Total mark awarded = 
39 out of 50

2929

3030

3131

3232
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
•	 (a)	� The candidate could have been clearer in picking up that Jerome’s trial was for an indicatable offence.
•	 (b)	� The candidate could have linked their conclusion clearly to Section 46(4). It would have been helpful to have a 

more definite conclusion. 
•	 (c)	� The candidate could have linked clearly to Section 44(4) to support their application of the law to the scenario 

facts in that Katrina’s trial with a jury was valid. They could also have referenced Section 44(3) to the effect that 
the judge was right not to grant the prosecution lawyer’s application. It would also have been helpful to have a 
more definite conclusion.

•	 (d)	� The candidate provides good detail on some aspects of jury selection, such as vetting and challenge, but they 
did not cover the basic qualifications. There was some comment but it was not developed or wide ranging. 
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

This candidate recaps the 
facts, which is not necessary.

The candidate selects a 
relevant part of the source 
material. 

Applies the scenario facts 
to the law and makes a valid 
comment.

The candidate makes 
reference to relevant subsections 
but there is no application to the 
scenario facts. 

Here is a good point of 
comparison to the relevant case in 
the source materials. 

Here is a good summary of 
Twomey in the candidate’s own 
words.

11

22

33

44

55

66
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

Here Twomey is linked to the 
scenario facts.

This Section is not relevant in 
this question.

Mark for (a) = 6 out of 10

This is a long paragraph 
recapping the facts which does 
not gain marks.

Here the candidate accurately 
selects the relevant section from 
the source material.

The candidate does not 
separate out the subsections into 
(a) and (b).

Here is some application of the 
scenario facts.

This is accurate law but is not 
clearly linked to subsection (a).

77

88

99

10

10

11

11

12

12

13

13
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

This is rewriting of the source 
material which is not needed if the 
subsections are simply referenced 
accurately.

There is no clear link to the 
scenario facts to show how this 
conclusion has been reached, 
although it is valid.

Here is another point of 
application using the scenario 
facts.

Here is more application 
although it is not linked to relevant 
law.

This is a valid conclusion.

Mark for (b) = 8 out of 10

1414

15

15

1616

1717

1818
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

Again, a recap of the facts 
which is not necessary and gains 
no marks.

This is a correct reference to a 
valid subsection but it is not linked 
clearly to Section 44 to show fully 
that the candidate has selected 
the most appropriate law.

This is good selection of the 
most appropriate part of the 
source material.

The reference to Towmey is not 
necessary in this question.

1919

21

2020

21

2222
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

There is some application here 
but it is not clear or linked fully to 
the relevant law.

There is no clear conclusion 
here.

Mark for (c) = 7 out of 10

The reference to civil juries 
is unnecessary given the clear 
direction in the question to 
consider juries in the Crown Court. 

This information links to 
Magistrates and not juries.

This is quite vague and is no 
longer strictly accurate.

2323

2424

2525

2626

2727
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

This is relevant information.

This is not part of jury selection 
in the English legal system.

This is valid information 
although it is framed in a very 
general way.

2828

29
29

3030
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

This is valid information, albeit 
of a general nature.

The use of the word ‘bench’ is 
terminology more appropriate to 
Magistrates.

This paragraph does contain 
relevant information on challenge.

This material is general 
evaluation of juries rather than 
of the selection process and so it 
does not attract credit as it is not 
answering the question which has 
been posed.

3131

3232

3333

3434
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

This is a valid reference 
although it is not explained.

Mark for (d) = 10 out of 20

Total mark awarded = 
31 out of 50

3535
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
•	 (a)	� There was some relevant law and some application but it lacked detail and precision. The candidate could 

have referred clearly to Section 44(1) in the first paragraph rather than a general citation later which was not 
linked to Jerome’s offence. It would have been helpful to make a reference to Section 44(3) to reach a specific 
conclusion. It was also necessary to link to Section 44(6)(b) as that was the relevant subsection dealing with 
jury tampering, as was rumoured to have happened in Jerome’s trial. 

•	 (b)	� The candidate did focus on the correct section of the source material and made use of some relevant law but 
the citation was not clear and detailed throughout. There was also valid application but it would have been 
helpful to see it linked clearly to the law, particularly in relation to Section 46(2)(b) and (c). 

•	 (c)	� The candidate could have been more precise in their citation and also linked their application more fully to the 
law they identified. Not all sections were dealt with but there was some accurate application. It would have 
been helpful to see a clear conclusion. 

•	 (d)	� The candidate does gave some accurate information but it is very general in nature, lacking precision and 
detail. There was no reference to the Juries Act 1974 or to the basic qualifications needed to be a juror. Some 
information was incorrect and some suggests an element of confusion with Magistrates. It would have helped 
the candidate if they had focused clearly on the question set and made comments focused on the selection 
process. 
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

This paragraph is repeating 
the facts which does not gain any 
marks.

Here the candidate has 
selected the correct section from 
the source material.

Here the candidate refers to 
the relevant sections but does not 
cite the source of the law, which is 
Section 44(5).

Here there is some valid 
application using the scenario 
facts but it is not clearly linked to 
relevant law.

This section is not relevant as it 
only deals with the discharge of a 
jury once a trial has started, which 
is not the case for Jerome.

22

5

11

33

4

4

5
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

Ther is some relevant 
application.

This is a valid link to a relevant 
case.

Although the candidate has not 
explored all the relevant law, they 
have reached a conclusion.

Mark for (a) = 6 out of 10

66

7

7

8

8
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

This paragraph is a rewriting 
of the facts which does not gain 
marks.

The candidate has selected the 
correct part of the source material 
in relation to the scenario facts.

This is valid application of 
Section 46(1) although (b) is not 
cited.

This is valid application of 
Section 46(3) although the text is 
rewritten, which is not necessary.

9

9

10

10

1111

1212
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

There is valid application of 
Section 46(2) but it is not clearly 
broken down into the subsections 
and they are not cited.

The conclusion does not match 
the law which has been applied.

Mark for (b) = 4 out of 10

1313

1414
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner Comments

This is simply rewriting the 
facts and does not gain credit.

Here the candidate has 
selected the correct part of the 
source material.

The candidate identifies the 
key issue but does not link to the 
relevant law, which is (b).

Accurate application of the law 
to the scenario facts here.

More application but without 
clear citation.

This is a logical and valid 
conclusion.

Mark for (c) = 7 out of 10

1515

1616

1717

1919

20

20

1818
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

It would have been helpful to 
deal with basic qualifications for 
selection here.

This seems to be a reference 
to vetting but it is not clear or 
detailed.

This seems to link back to 
the original process of random 
selection.

It would have been helpful to 
include the upper age limit and to 
reference relevant statute law.

2121

2222

2323

2424
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

This section lacks focused 
detail.

This is out of date. 

This would have been a good 
place to deal with discretionary 
excusal.

This is the only evaluative 
comment in the response.

Mark for (d) = 7 out of 20

Total mark awarded = 
24 out of 50

2525

2626

2727

2828
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
•	 (a)	� The candidate could have been more specific in the citation of the law they referred to and they needed to 

cover all the issues, such as the category of the offence and who was making the application to the judge. 
•	 (b)	� The candidate was vague in their application and much of the law was rewritten but without focusing on the key 

sections and subsections. The candidate’s conclusion did not match their reasoning and there were several 
other issues which they needed to discuss, such as the nature of Freddie’s offence. 

•	 (c)	� There were more areas of law the candidate needed to cover but they did focus on the key issue and there 
was good application using the scenario facts to reach a valid conclusion. 

•	 (d)	� The candidate demonstrated only basic knowledge and their response lacks detail. It did not cover issues such 
as challenge and was vague on excusal. There was only one evaluative comment and more was needed to 
move up the mark bands. 

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
•	 In the scenario questions, the most common mistakes were rewriting sections of the source material when 

accurate citation would be sufficient and rewriting the scenario facts, which uses time but gains no marks. 
•	 In the essay question, the most common mistakes were not reading the question carefully enough to focus on 

juries in the Crown Court, not including detailed and accurate factual information and writing evaluation of juries as 
a whole rather than focusing on what was required by the question, which was the selection process. 
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Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

Some credit is given for 
identification and a definition of 
the term ‘stare decisis’ as this 
gives context.

A historical approach is 
appropriate in a question such as 
this.

11

22

Question 2
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

Here the candidate is 
evaluating the role of the House of 
Lords/Supreme Court in terms of 
the restrictions they faced.

The candidate is brief on what 
the Practice Statement actually 
allowed the House of Lords to do 
and why.

Relevant examples support 
the comment on the approach to 
precedent taken by the House of 
Lords/Supreme Court.

This is a valid comment 
although not strictly linked to the 
House of Lords/Supreme Court.

6

3
3

44

5

5

6
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

These two cases serve as 
a good illustration of how the 
House of Lords/Supreme Court 
developed precedent effectively.

Here the candidate uses House 
of Lords cases that reflect their 
evaluative point about changing 
social conditions.

7 7

8

8
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

Here are some valid comments 
on the shortcomings of the  
House of Lords/Supreme Court 
and an evaluative comparison 
between theory and practice.

This is a valid conclusion.

Mark for (d) = 16 out of 20

9
9

1010
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

This paragraph is not 
necessary as it simply rewrites the 
question in different words.

Here the candidate picks out 
two relevant pieces of source 
material although at this point, 
they are not linked to the scenario 
facts.

They do the same thing here 
although the reference to Section 
3(1)(3) is very general. 

1111

1212

1313
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

Here there is application of 
Section 3(1)(2).

Here there is application of 
Section 3(1)(3) although it is 
general.

Here there is application of 
Section 3(1)(4)

Here there is application of 
Section 3(1)(7).

The candidate ends with a valid 
conclusion.

Mark for (a) =   8 out of 10

15

1414

15

16
16

17
17

18
18
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

This paragraph is not needed 
to gain marks.

As before the candidate picks 
out relevant sections of the source 
material.

They do the same thing here 
although they state rather than 
cite Section 3(1)(5).

1919

2020

2121
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

Valid application of the two 
relevant issues in Section 3(1)(2).

Here is application of Section 
3(1)(4).

Here is application of Section 
3(1)(7).

Here is application of Section 
3(1)(5).

Here is a clear and valid 
conclusion based on the 
candidate’s application of the 
scenario facts.

Mark for (b) = 8 out of 10

2222

2323

24

24

25

25

26

26
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

As before, this paragraph is not 
needed.

The candidate picks out 
several relevant sections of the 
source material.

Here they identify the 
remaining relevant sections of the 
source material.

2727

2828

2929
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

Here is application of Section 
3(1)(2).

Here is general application of 
Section 3(1)(3). 

Here is application of Section 
3(1)(7).

Here is application of Section 
3(1)(4).

Here is more application of 
Section 3(1)(3), although they do 
not link clearly to (c).

Here is application of 
Section 3(1)(1) although with 
what appears to be a factual 
inaccuracy.

Here there is clear application 
of the law to the scenario facts to 
reach a valid conclusion.

Mark for (c) = 8 out of 10

Total mark awarded = 
40 out of 50

3030

3131

32

32

33

33

34

34

35

35

3636
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
•	 (d)	� This answer was set in the clear context of stare decisis and showed how the House of Lords used to operate 

before describing the effect of the Practice Statement. To improve the answer, it would have been helpful to 
see material clearly focused on the Supreme Court as well. There was a good balance of knowledge and 
evaluation although more recent citation would have supported greater range and depth of evaluation. Note 
that it is entirely legitimate to answer the questions in a different order. 

•	 (a)	� Although the candidate identifies all the relevant sections of the source material it would have helped to identify 
(b) in Section 3(1)(3) and link it clearly to the scenario facts. The application was quite general; it would have 
been beneficial to state the law in each section and then apply it before moving on. There was a clear and valid 
conclusion. 

•	 (b)	� Once again, the candidate identified the relevant sections of the source material, although it would have 
been helpful to be clear in their citation of Section 3(1)(5). The law was applied although identifying and then 
applying each section in turn would produce a stronger and more coherent answer. 

•	 (c)	� The candidate used the same technique as before. To improve their answer there could have been clear 
citation of Section 3(1)(3)(c) and more detail on the reasons why this section might have been problematic in 
the context of the overall application. There was a clear conclusion based on Section 3(1)(1).
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

This is a long paragraph which 
simply rewrites the facts and does 
not gain marks.

Here the candidate identifies 
and then accurately applies 
the relevant aspects of Section           
3(1)(2).
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

44Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

Here there is accurate 
identification of Section            
3(1)(3) with some valid application 
although it is not linked clearly to 
(b).

There is some law here and 
some application of the law to the 
scenario facts leading to a general 
conclusion.

Mark for (a) = 6 out of 10

As before, this paragraph is 
simply rewriting the material in the 
question.

This paragraph identifies 
and applies relevant aspects of 
Section 3(1)(2), although it does 
not refer to Robert’s application 
and subsequent improvement as 
the Practice Direction allows.

3
3
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

45 Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

Here there is clear identification 
of Section 3(1)(5) and application 
to the scenario facts.

This would have been better 
linked to Section 3(1)(2).

Here is valid identification and 
application of Section 3(1)(7).

Here the candidate reaches a 
valid and clear conclusion.

Mark for (b) = 7 out of 10

9
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

46Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

The candidate rewrites the 
scenario but this does not gain 
marks.

Here the candidate clearly 
identifies Section 3(1)(3)(c) and 
there is some application although 
they do not pick up on the 
potential issue that the application 
contains irrelevant and unhelpful 
material.

1111
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

47 Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

Here is valid identification of 
Section 3(1)(1) and the potential 
problem it raises.

Here is clear identification 
of Section 3(1)(2) and valid 
application to the scenario facts.

There is a valid conclusion 
although it is somewhat unclear 
and lacks certainty.

Mark for (c) = 7 out of 10
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1414

1515



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

48Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

Here the nature of the court 
system is explained, and the place 
of the House of Lords/Supereme 
Court within it, which gives good 
context.

Here is evaluation on the 
changing stance of the House of 
Lords/Supreme Court.

Here the candidates use a valid 
case to illustrate their evaluative 
point.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

49 Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

Another relevant case 
illustrates the issue facing the 
House of Lords. 

Here is an attempt to explain 
the significance of the Practice 
Statement although it does not 
clearly state how it works in 
practice.

Here is an evaluative comment 
about the speed of change.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

50Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

Case names are not quite 
accurate here but it is clear what 
the candidate is referring to.

Here the candidate references 
the range of the House of Lords’s 
role in developing precedent.

This is a valid conclusion.

Mark for (d) = 12 out of 20

Total mark awarded = 
32 out of 50
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

51 Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•	 (a)	� The candidate could have improved their answer by citing and applying more relevant sections of the source 

material. The answer also lacked depth as it is not specific in its citation of Section 3(1)(3)(b). The conclusion 
was rather speculative and lacks clarity. 

•	 (b)	� The candidate did not cover all the relevant law as there was no reference to, or application of, Section 3(1)(4) 
Some of the application was not linked to the most appropriate law. In this instance, the conclusion was clear 
and valid on their application of the scenario facts. 

•	 (c)	� The candidate was clear in most of their identification and application, especially in relation to Section 3(1)
(3)(c), but they omitted Section 3(1)(4) and lacked clarity in their application of Section 3(1)(1) and so the 
conclusion is rather vague. 

•	 (d)	� The candidate gave relevant material on the role of the House of Lords along with some evaluation on the 
impact of the Practice Statement and the range of areas in which the law has been developed through 
precedent. To improve the answer, there needed to be a clear focus on the Supreme Court, as identified by the 
question, and some evaluation of their role since their creation.



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

52Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

Here is some valid identification 
and application of Section 3(1)(2).

The candidate does cite 
Section 3(1)(3) but seems 
confused in their application.

This is a reference to Section 
3(1)(7) although it is not cited.

This goes back to Section 
3(1)(2) but is not relevant to the 
scenario facts.

This is a very simple conclusion 
and not clearly supported by 
evidence.

Mark for (a) = 5 out of 10

11
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

53 Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

This is application of Section 
3(1)(2), although it is not cited.

Here is application of Section 
3(1)(7).

Here is application of Section 
3(1)(5).

Here the candidate deals with 
Section 3(1)(3), although this is 
not identified as an issue in the 
scenario facts.

This links back to the earlier 
discussion on Section 3(1)(2).

8

6
6
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

54Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

The candidate appears a 
little uncertain as to one of the 
elements of Section 3(1)(2).

This is unnecessary repetition.

This is a conclusion although 
rather uncertain.

Mark for (b) = 4 out of 10

Here the candidate identifies 
Section 3(1)(3) and applies the 
correct subsection although it is 
not cited.

Here is identification and 
application of Section 3(1)(4).

Here is identification and 
application of Section 3(1)(2).

Here is identification and 
application of Section 3(1)(7).
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

55 Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

Here the candidate references 
Section 3(1)(5) which is not 
relevant based on the scenario 
facts.

Here is application of Section 
3(1)(1) although with a factual 
inaccuracy.

This is a vague concluding 
sentence. 

Mark for (c) = 6 out of 10
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

56Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

Here is some useful context 
with a clear statement about the 
place of the House of Lords/
Supreme Court in the court 
structure and a definition of stare 
decisis.

This section is not focused on 
the role of the House of Lords/
Supreme Court as directed by the 
question.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

57 Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

This description of the types of 
precedent is not linked to the role 
of the House of Lords/Supreme 
Court.

This is a relevant example.

This is potentially a reference 
to the House of Lords being 
bound by its own decisions but it 
is not clearly expressed.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

58Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

These comments are general 
and not linked to the House of 
Lords/Supreme Court.

These cases have the potential 
to be valid examples but they are 
not developed or linked to the  
House of Lords/Supreme Court.

The candidate seems unsure 
how persuasive precedent works. 
28
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

59 Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

This material is not linked to 
the House of Lords/Supreme 
Court.

With more detail and a link to 
the House of Lords, this could 
have provided a valid example.

2929
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

60Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

This is a basic evaluative 
comment.

This is an unnecessary 
diversion into sentencing.
32
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

61 Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

Here is some relevant 
evaluation of the role of the  
House of Lords/Supreme Court.

This is a hint at some 
evaluation on when the House 
of Lords/Supreme Court might 
develop precedent.

This is repetition of a previous 
point.

This paragraph provides a 
summary on the role of the  
House of Lords/Supreme Court.

Mark for (d) = 8 out of 10

Total mark awarded =  
23 out of 50

34

34

3535

3333

3636



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

62Cambridge International AS & A Level Law 9084

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•	 (a)	� The candidate did include some relevant law but there were Sections missing. Citation was not always in 

evidence and it would have helped the candidate if their application of law had been clearer and more tightly 
focused on the relevant sections.

•	 (b)	� The candidate was rather repetitive in their answer and better planning would have been helpful. Several 
Sections of the source material were missing and those which were applied were often not cited. Fine detail 
was lacking and the application was very general and lacking in conviction, as was the conclusion.

•	 (c)	� The candidate identified most of the relevant areas of law in the source material and there was some clearer 
application. It would have helped to focus more on issues in the scenario facts, such as the detail in Section 
3(1)(3)(c) and the impact of the incorrect number of judges in Section 3(1)(1). It would also have been helpful 
to have a conclusion.

•	 (d)	� The candidate covered some very general material relating to the basic principles of precedent and how 
the House of Lords/Supreme Court fits into the hierarchical structure. There were a few relevant examples 
but it would have been helpful to have more detailed information on the cases used in relation to precedent 
development. A much tighter focus on the question would have been beneficial, for example, with clear 
references to the Supreme Court and the Practice Statement, to give more depth to some rather general 
evaluative remarks. The answer would also have benefited from better planning and a logical structure.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
•	 In the scenario questions, better planning would have helped candidates deal with only the issues pertinent to each 

different scenario and so not lose time by considering irrelevant issues. Great detail in some instances, such as the 
citation and application of subsections where relevant, would also have been helpful.

•	 In the essay question the most common mistake was not reading the question carefully enough; many candidates 
dealt with precedent as a whole and did not focus on the particular courts specified in the question. There was 
very little reference to the role of the Supreme Court and often essays were a historical journey through the 
development of the role of the House of Lords accompanied by some general advantages and disadvantages.
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