
 [Turn over

Cambridge IGCSE™

This document has 16 pages. Any blank pages are indicated.

DC (WW) 336613/4
© UCLES 2024

*
4

6
1

5
0

4
4

6
2

5
*

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 0510/13

Paper 1 Reading and Writing October/November 2024

 2 hours

You must answer on the question paper.

No additional materials are needed.

INSTRUCTIONS
 ● Answer all questions.
 ● Use a black or dark blue pen. 
 ● Write your name, centre number and candidate number in the boxes at the top of the page.
 ● Write your answer to each question in the space provided.
 ● Do not use an erasable pen or correction fluid.
 ● Do not write on any bar codes.
 ● Dictionaries are not allowed.

INFORMATION
 ● The total mark for this paper is 60.
 ● The number of marks for each question or part question is shown in brackets [ ].

* 0000800000001 *



2

0510/13/O/N/24© UCLES 2024

Exercise 1

Read the article about an animal called the fruit bat, and then answer the questions.

Fruit bats 

Fruit bats are flying mammals named because of their habit of living on a diet of various tropical 
fruits and plants. There are over 170 different species around the world. Although mainly found in 
Africa, some can also be found in sites in Southeast Asia and Central and South America.

While most bats measure only a few centimetres in length, fruit bats are, on average, the largest 
bat species in the world. They range in size from the flying fox, which has wings up to 1.7 metres 
across when fully extended, down to the spotted-winged fruit bat, whose open wings measure 
around 28 centimetres from end to end.

Fruit bats are nocturnal, which means they usually only come out at night to feed. The most likely 
explanation for this is that the bat is trying to avoid dangerous animals such as rats. In island 
locations especially, these can seriously reduce numbers. Despite sharing certain types of 
behaviour with other bat species, fruit bats are unique in some respects. When it comes to flying at 
night, fruit bats regularly use smell to work out where they are going, whereas most bat species use 
sound to achieve this. It is unclear whether fruit bats simply lost that ability at some time in the past 
or just never developed it in the first place.

Fruit bats are among the most social of all mammals. With a few exceptions, they usually live 
in large groups of up to 200 000 individuals. They gather at the end of the night when they have 
finished feeding and remain together until the next night. They do this in a variety of places including 
caves, bushes and even empty buildings, although more than half of all species are found in trees, 
sometimes in such large numbers that the branches can break under their weight. The size of the 
groups may be related to the availability of local food. In places where there is plenty, the bats will 
form even bigger groups. Female fruit bats are responsible for almost all the care of their young 
bats, known as pups. Research has shown that these remain with their mothers for around the first 
four months of their lives, receiving both milk and protection. It takes about two years for young 
bats to become adults. They can then live for up to 30 years.

While fruit bats are not yet an endangered species, they are increasingly at risk, for example from 
humans clearing land for farming. It is unclear at the moment exactly how much impact climate 
change is having on fruit bats, but it appears to be significant.
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Question 1

 Where in the world do most species of fruit bat live?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 2

 Which is the largest type of fruit bat? 

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 3

 What do fruit bats use to help them find their way in the dark?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 4

 Where do the majority of fruit bats tend to spend the daylight hours?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 5

 How long do female fruit bats look after their young for?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 6

 What factors does the writer say affect fruit bat populations?

 Give three details.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [3]

 [Total: 8]
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Exercise 2

Read the article about four young people (A–D) who are planning a career as a pilot. Then answer 
Questions 7(a)–(i).

Young pilots

Four young people talk about their love of flying

A Sally

I fell in love with planes at high school. I always knew I wanted to work for an airline in some way, 
but it wasn’t until I completed a school project on how planes fly that I decided I wanted to become 
a pilot. I really enjoyed being able to make even just a model plane fly, so much so that I asked for 
flying lessons for my 16th birthday. I was lucky. My instructor was really positive about my abilities 
and, if he hadn't encouraged me, I’d never have applied to pilot school. I’m still fascinated by the 
physics of flying, and without the knowledge of how it all works, I’m convinced that I wouldn’t be 
able to achieve my ambition. I also pay special attention to new types of aircraft. I hope that’s 
something that will help me stand out from the crowd when I start applying for jobs.

B Chuck

I come from a family of pilots. My father and grandfather both flew planes in the army, and I grew 
up seeing their medals and going to aeroplane museums with them. Their bravery has always 
impressed me, and made me want to follow the same path in my flying career. Although they never 
said so, I think they felt very proud. After a while, though, I realised I was much more interested in 
commercial airlines than joining the army. At first, I worried how my family might feel about this, but 
then I saw how delighted my parents were after I landed my first flight when I was just 17. I’m now 
focused on getting the qualifications I need as an airline pilot. I believe it’ll mean I can both please 
my family by partly following tradition as well as do something that matters to me.

C Alicia

I first went on a small plane when I was eight. I was so worried that I cried during take-off, but once 
we were up, I was fascinated. The advantage of flying in a small plane is that kids can sometimes 
go up and meet the pilots, and I was so impressed by their abilities. One of them gave me a tiny 
aeroplane badge, which I’ve worn every time I’ve flown since. It reminds me of the high standards 
I want to maintain when I become a pilot. I loved how those pilots sounded confident and calm, 
which is something I’ll admit I need to work on. Every time I heard the pilot’s voice through the 
speakers, it felt like a friend telling me I didn’t need to worry about safety. I’d love to be able to give 
others that same feeling, which is why I’m drawn to a career as a pilot.

D Gary

Despite being born into a family with a history of producing pilots, it took me a while to appreciate 
the appeal, and I really wasn’t into science to begin with. But I remember when Dad got his pilot’s 
licence. Seeing his happiness was when everything started making sense, and I finally realised 
what I wanted to do. I started taking flying lessons soon afterwards. For me, flying provides an 
escape from the stresses of things like studying – nothing else really compares. That’s why flying 
isn’t just another career option for me – it’s the only one – and it’s why I’ll keep working at it until 
I’m the best pilot I can be. When flying, you’re always learning, there’s always something you 
can improve – that’s a huge reason for being a pilot. One thing that makes a great pilot is good 
communication, and despite a slow start, I think I’ve made that one of my main strengths.
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For each statement, write the correct letter, A, B, C or D, on the line.

Question 7

 Which person …

 (a) admits they were concerned about causing disappointment? .......... [1]

 (b) emphasises how important it is for them to understand the science of flight? .......... [1]

 (c) refers to an encounter that still inspires them today? .......... [1]

 (d) thinks their choice of career represents a good compromise? .......... [1]

 (e) suggests they would struggle to find satisfaction in any other job? .......... [1]

 (f) mentions something that could provide them with an advantage 
  over competitors? .......... [1]

 (g) talks about their initial lack of interest in following a tradition? .......... [1]

 (h) appreciates the support that gave them the confidence to continue 
  with their plans? .......... [1]

 (i) mentions an ability they recognise is in need of improvement? .......... [1]

 [Total: 9]
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Exercise 3

Read the article about building houses under the ground, and then complete the notes.

Why don’t we live underground?

It may surprise you to learn that living below ground has a very long history. Ancient underground 
cities have been found in several locations, such as Derinkuyu in Turkey, which dates back over 
1000 years and had up to 20 000 inhabitants. Such places were constructed in times of danger 
because they provided good security, especially when compared to above-ground communities.

While safety is less of a consideration today, there are still many advantages to choosing an 
underground lifestyle. Nowadays, a new generation has recognised this and people are constructing 
homes either completely underground, or more commonly underground on three sides. There are 
a number of reasons for this. Firstly, underground homes are constructed so as to fit in with the 
natural landscape, and secondly, the builders of underground houses use fewer building materials. 
Also, if the fourth side of the building has windows and doors that can be opened to let sunlight in, 
this addresses a risk commonly associated with underground living: we humans need sunlight if we 
are to avoid a lack of vitamin D – the only vitamin we require that we get from the sun – which is vital 
for our health. Finally, underground houses remain at an almost constant temperature throughout 
the year. Aside from this being a bonus in itself, it allows the homeowner to save energy.

The main concern for owners of underground houses is probably water leaking in. However, most 
modern underground houses are very effective at preventing this as their walls include a waterproof 
layer. In fact, underground houses can even be designed to collect water in special underground 
tanks. As we know, water is a precious resource, so no one can deny that this is a clear advantage 
of underground living.

One of the biggest issues for the owners of normal, above-ground houses is the fact that they 
require regular maintenance. This can be less of a worry for the owners of modern underground 
houses. Provided that the construction of their houses is strong enough to resist damage from tree 
roots, the owners will save money on repair costs. Also, improved construction techniques in the 
latest generation of underground houses have helped overcome most potential risks from earth 
movement. In fact, underground houses are generally much safer than tall buildings as they shake 
far less.

Thousands of people in Europe and America now live in underground homes, and countries like 
Japan and China are particularly keen to build underground living places as they enable people 
to make more efficient use of land. In other countries, such as the UK, progress is currently much 
slower. This is partly due to mistaken beliefs that underground homes are dark and damp. As it 
is predicted that the world’s population could reach nine billion by 2050, such prejudices could 
become a thing of the past in the search for living space.
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Imagine you are going to give a talk about living underground to your classmates.
Use words from the article to help you write some notes.

Make short notes under each heading. 

Question 8

 Environmental benefits of underground houses:

 Example: fit in with the natural landscape

 ●  ...................................................................................................................................................

 ●  ...................................................................................................................................................

 ●  ...................................................................................................................................................

 ●  .............................................................................................................................................  [4]

Question 9

 Possible problems with living underground:

 ●  ...................................................................................................................................................

 ●  ...................................................................................................................................................

 ●  .............................................................................................................................................  [3]

 [Total: 7]
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Exercise 4

Read the article by Taylor Clark, whose family bought part of a forest to manage, and then answer the 
questions.

Our forest story

There are many reasons why you may want your own area of forest – perhaps to prevent it from 
being destroyed by extensive building work, or maybe just as somewhere to get firewood from. 

 They often think it’s best if nature is left completely alone to get on with things in its 
own way, but it’s important to understand that nature sometimes needs a helping hand.
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Question 10

 In the first paragraph, what does Taylor say about her family’s decision to buy their own part of a 
forest?

 A They agreed without hesitation.     

 B They wanted to move to the countryside.     

 C They were bored with their existing way of life.   
 [1]

Question 11

 When describing how the family found their area of forest, Taylor suggests she was

 A excited by her father’s plans.     

 B surprised by what actually happened.     

 C uncertain about how realistic they were being.   
 [1]

Question 12

 Why does Taylor mention outdoor cooking?

 A to demonstrate how much research they still need to do  

 B to explain a benefit of taking time to learn about nature  

 C to show the main challenges of an outdoor lifestyle  
 [1]

Question 13

 What does Taylor say about the cabin the family built in the woods? 

 A It was located to make the most of its surroundings.  

 B Everyone was involved in its construction.    

 C Most of the ideas for its design came from the children.  
 [1]
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Question 14

 What does ‘It’ refer to in line 29?

 A appreciating your surroundings more     

 B finishing a hard day’s work in the forest     

 C giving yourself a complete break     
 [1]

Question 15

 What is Taylor doing in the final paragraph?

 A questioning the need for tree cutting     

 B correcting a popular belief about tree cutting   

 C explaining why tree cutting assists the forest   
 [1]

 [Total: 6]
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Please turn over for Exercise 5.
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Exercise 5

Question 16

You have recently decided to start writing your own blog.

 Write an email to a friend about this.

In your email you should:

● explain why you would like to start writing your own blog 

● say how you will make your blog different from others you have read

● describe what might be challenging about writing your blog. 

 Write about 120 to 160 words.

You will receive up to 6 marks for the content of your email, and up to 9 marks for the language used.
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..................................................................................................................................................................

 [Total: 15]
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Exercise 6

Question 17

 You recently had a class discussion about the effects of playing computer games on young people. 
Your teacher has asked everyone in the class to write an essay on the subject. 

 In your essay, write about the effects of playing computer games on young people.

 Here are some comments from your classmates:

Computer games are 
bad for your health.

Some computer games are 
very entertaining.

Computer games 
teach useful skills.

I spend too much time 
playing computer games.

 Now write an essay for your class teacher, giving your opinions.

 The comments above may give you some ideas, and you should also use some ideas of your own.

 Write about 120 to 160 words.

 You will receive up to 6 marks for the content of your essay, and up to 9 marks for the language used.
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 [Total: 15]
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