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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS & A Level
English Language, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the
syllabus requirements. This document helps teachers to assess the standards required to achieve marks beyond the
guidance of the mark scheme.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from the June 2024 exam series to exemplify a range of
answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with examiner comments about where and why marks were awarded or
omitted. This is followed by comments on how the answer could be improved. There is also a list of common mistakes
and guidance for candidates for each question.

Please refer to the June 2024 Examiner Report for further details and guidance.

The mark scheme is available on the School Support Hub

9093 June 2024 Question Paper 21

9093 June 2024 Mark Scheme 21

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub



http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

How to use this booklet

This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low level response for
each question. In the left-hand column are the candidate responses, and in the right-hand column are the examiner
comments.

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

1a)
a The candidate effectively
uses personification to create
drama right from the beginning.
c The sky shudders, a dull grey. It groans, the crashing of its thunder billowing through the
e The candidate utilises
e tense air. Slanted and askew, the rain pounds at the windows desperately, the melancholic pathetic fallacy to create some
atmosphere of the storm commanding its pawns of water at the clear panes. o suspense right from the first
paragraph.
Aknocki i ] .
nocking comes from the door echoing through the hallway. o The candidate uses some
sophisticated imagery to show
My eyes flicker open. My head rolls steadily across the cold pillow. My arms remain how powerful the storm is.
dormant, blood stagnant in each hand.
Responses are written by real candidates in fall at of hy Examiner comments explain
exam conditions, demonstrating the types_ of answers where and why marks were —
for each level. These _could be usgd to discuss and awarded. These help to interpret
analyse the answers with learners in the classroom to the standard of Cambridge
improve their skills. exams to help learners
refine their exam technique.

How the candidate could improve their answer

¢ (a) The candidate could have checked more carefully to ensure that the response was free from errors.

* (b) The candidate could have commented on one or two more choices relating to the form and structure of the
story opening.

This section explains how the candidate
could improve each response. It helps learners to
improve their exam technique.

Common mistakes and guidance
(a)

+ Many candidates’ story openings contained very frequent errors of punctuation and grammar.

+ Many candidates mixed the tenses they used in their story openings. They often jumped between the present
tense and simple past tense and used the present tense instead of the simple past tense in the story opening.

+ Many candidates did not structure their story openings

This section lists common mistakes as well as
helpful guidance from the examiner. This will help
your learners to avoid these mistakes. You can
use this alongside the relevant Examiner Report to
guide your learners.
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response — high

Examiner comments

1a)

c The sky shudders, a dull grey. It groans, the crashing of its thunder billowing through the
e tense air. Slanted and askew, the rain pounds at the windows desperately, the melancholic

atmosphere of the storm commanding its pawns of water at the clear panc 0
A knocking comes from the door echoing through the hallway.

My eyes flicker open. My head rolls steadily across the cold pillow. My arms remain

dormant, blood stagnant in each hand.

Staring at the newly patterned windows, courtesy of the weather’s artistry, | fall out of bed,
e reluctantly obeying the doors call. Its foreboding echoes emanates through the cracks and
e crevasses in the apartment, the damp and dingy darkness that swallows the room taunting

me like a devious devil.

1 drag a blanket across my frigid, frightened figure, draping myself in what little warmth
could be salvaged from this moment. The faint sounds of water dripping distantly bellow and
screech in my ears, as the storm seeps gradually through the decrepit ceiling. | make my way
across the floorboards cautiously. Journeying my way across the invisible clutter strewn

across the room, | feel my pulse rising in my throat.

Passing through the doorway, | emerge facing the door. Clinging to the space between the
e post flap and slot is a bright orange paper, swinging from left to right like the beli of a
clocktower. Its bright demeanour hangs, demented, in front of the glossy monolithic piece of

timber and nails guarding the entrance.

a The candidate effectively uses
personification to create drama right
from the beginning.

e The candidate utilises pathetic
fallacy to create some suspense
right from the first paragraph.

0 The candidate uses some
sophisticated imagery to show how
powerful the storm is.

o The candidate makes effective
use of the rule of three to introduce
the story’s protagonist.

6 The candidate makes a few
minor errors in the response,

such as the missing apostrophe in
‘door’s’ and the agreement errors in
‘emanate’.

e The candidate uses
sophisticated lexis throughout the
story opening.

0 The candidate makes effective
use of alliteration to introduce the
protagonist’s fear.

e There is effective use of a
simile to introduce the message.




Example Candidate Response — high, continued

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Examiner comments

My feet glide uncontrollably towards this beacon. Its hypnotising. Its presence calling to me.

Calling welcomely. Transfixed | edge nearer to the door and the envelope until | am
breathing on it. Its neon shade of tangerine orange loses its grasp on the door, slowly
@ floating to the floor. | reach down, still staring at it. Despite the overwhelming darkness it

shines and glimmers.

| pick the paper up. Its texture scrunched and creased, a message is scrawled in printed

writing, barely large enough to see in this light.
“Look outside this door” it says.

Mindlessly, | obey. My hand finds the door handle, slowly twisting it open with an uneasy

carelessness. | slowly let in the outside.
Yet another neon orange paper neatly placed on my doorstep, alone in the corridor.

Written in messy and rushed handwriting, it exclaims:

“We know it all”. 0

e The candidate misses
apostrophe in ‘its’.

@ There is a suggestion of
something unusual about the piece
of paper, which adds drama.

? The ending of the story is
ramatic and engaging, making the
reader want to know what happens
next.

Mark for (a) = 13 out of 15
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued

Examiner comments

1b)

I start this text by establishing a more emotionally dull and negative tone. Through pathetic
fallacy “The sky shudders, a dull grey” in combination with the personification of the sky, as
its “shudders” and “groans”, | can attach more intense emotions to this weather and
atmosphere, beyond the usual sad connotations of such stormy weather. Moreover, images
such as “storm commanding its pawns of water” help the reader visualise the ferocity of this

weather, as likening it to more militaristic images give a more intense character to it.

However, through the rest of the passage, | build a more mysterious and tense atmosphere
through the descriptions of the apartment and the sense of the unknown. After the initial
setting of the weather to establish a negative atmosphere, the ambiguous one-line
paragraph “A knocking comes from the door” creates a sense of unease that is carried
throughout the passage. | start to focus on “the damp and dingy darkness”, as it keeps the
rest of the setting, in this case the apartment, all shrouded (figuratively and literally} in
mystery. Furthermore, this ambiguity is maintained throughout the passage, especially
through the character of the orange note. As the passage ends with the cryptic message
“We know it all”, as well as most of the passage building up to the reveal of these two cryptic
notes, the tension that is built up only heightens the further sense of drama created by the

notes ambiguous messages.

Moreover, | chose to focus on the perspective of the narrator, and so through a present
tense first person POV, | can highlight their perception of the situation. Through this
perspective | use technigques such as similes to alludes to the sense of foreboding our
narrator has. Phrases such as “taunting me like a devious devil” display the narrator’s
aggravation and potentially fear towards the orange piece of paper, whilst the image of a
“devious devil” with its demonic imagery presenting this piece of paper as evil through the
narrator’s eyes. Moreover, this perspective allows me to use these emotions from the
narrator to build a sense of tension and anticipation not only through how the narrator
characterises the notes, but also himself, as the narrator describes himself as “frightened”
and approaching the note “cautiously”. Finally, the narrator’s interactions with the notes
creates a sense of fear within the reader towards the notes. With its controlling nature
towards the narrator, as they find the image of this note “hypnotising”, the note is shown to
be the more powerful character in this situation, strengthening the sense of unease in the
situation. “Mly feet glide uncontrollably towards this beacon” and other such phrases

compound the notes dominance as a character, strengthening the sense of mystery and fear.

@ In the opening paragraph,
the candidate clearly explains the
tone of the story, with detailed
explanations of the language
choices made to describe the
weather.

@ There is sophisticated analysis
of the imagery.

@ The candidate makes a clear
comment on the use of the short
paragraph and the intended impact
on the audience.

@ There is a detailed explanation
of the reasoning behind the choice

to use a first-person point of view in
the story opening.

@ There is sophisticated analysis
of the language choices and of the
intended impact on the audience.

@ There is sophisticated analysis
of the way in which the candidate
has characterised the note in the
story opening, clearly showing how
it has affected the protagonist.

Mark for (b) = 9 out of 10

Total mark awarded =
22 out of 25
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How the candidate could improve their answer

* (a) The candidate could have checked more carefully to ensure that the response was free from errors.

¢ (b) The candidate could have commented on one or two more choices relating to the form and structure of the
story opening.



Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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e The candidate effectively uses
a rhetorical question.

o The contents of the message
create a dramatic situation.

e There is a missing apostrophe
in ‘can’t’.

0 The candidate effectively
creates tension by describing the
protagonist’s thoughts.

@ The candidate effectively
creates suspense with a cliff-hanger
ending.

Mark for (a) = 10 out of 15
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

__:.:.',,___‘ Pavs— wé\ \N\M e<\/\m . Gy
Sj\%»\o&fx o CS@QJQQA sede o/Qr D%
TV\\LQ\\CQW\QW

O)&c VW\\ 3\f}\r\5{m\€<\a\ &"QQ&L%\/\&B\/\%

A\ M\S&Q % Qc&&;\w oy

S STUN Qmi%ﬁ_(g - O \I*‘%&MQ@J@D

ook Noue's o m%\»m \ow\%( ) _
O\Aﬂ\é W\Q}\y\/\ ‘\’VL @ The candidate makes a clear

- AR AAOAS Ly N\ - comment on the choice of the word

‘( Q&&M S oo &QA uo\/\c»} :

‘cursed’ and the impact this might
Ao \/\,S 8%63\( \)5 S . TS CJ\QQ)\X@ have on the audience.

e S\i)vﬁqm ok Mo Nos\ )

L e T ne el b s Seabeacees |

m Q‘Sv \—qv\/\{.& 8§D _cox QQ&Q 00X @ The candidate makes a clear

S SO, M\Q oo \.V\ %\“@Y C&/\ o comment on the use of a short

| A SARVON Ql'e/'\/\ A «{)\OLLQ ’Y‘LM\S | | sentence and the intended impact
S\MA\/Q%”Y\& ceodes \/\JD\M &ﬂwr on the audience.

B IR S \\&Q& N mcd&\v\m

o L ¢ Q%a»\ RN och& Ao c@\ng_ oKL

13



Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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@ The candidate uses some
technical language, with the
examples ‘deepest’ and ‘darkest’
and explains how these are used
to create a particular effect on the
reader.

Mark for (b) = 7 out of 10

Total mark awarded =
17 out of 25

How the candidate could improve their answer

(a)

» The candidate could have focused on providing more suspense and drama in the story opening.
+ The candidate could have included more lexis that is less common, although ensuring that any less common words

are used correctly and appropriately.

* The candidate could have used more compound and complex sentences.

(b)

+ The candidate could have consistently used a ‘Point, Evidence, Explanation’ format to analyse the form, structure

and language of their story.

» The candidate could have provided clear examples of ‘descriptive language’ and explained why specific words are

selected.
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Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response — low, continued
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Examiner comments

c The candidate’s opening is
weak, with ‘Something is different
...” not being explained and later
being contradicted by the listing of
his usual morning routine.

e The candidate fails to put a
comma between the direct speech
and the rest of the sentence.

0 The candidate fails to use an
apostrophe in ‘what’s’ and has used
the wrong tense.

o The candidate uses a phrase
which does not make complete
sense but writes it as a complete
sentence.

e The candidate fails to
paragraph the response, and this
affects the structure of the story.

e The candidate creates some
drama relating to the loud banging
on the door.

0 The candidate makes a spelling
error in the word ‘vacuums’.

e The candidate writes the
penultimate word on the line
unclearly.

e The candidate uses tenses
inconsistently in the story, mostly
writing in the past tense but
sometimes in the present tense.

@ The candidate wrongly uses
commas instead of full stops to
separate sentences.
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Example Candidate Response — low, continued

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Examiner comments
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0 The candidate uses tenses
inconsistently writing in the past
tense but sometimes in the present
tense.

@ The candidate attempts a cliff-
hanger ending to the story opening
and this helps to create a little
suspense.

@ The candidate incorrectly uses
inverted commas at the end of the
story opening.

Mark for (a) = 4 out of 15

@ The candidate makes a very
general comment on the impact of
using a first-person narrative.

@ The candidate provides no
examples or analysis of the use of
descriptive language.

@ The candidate makes an
implied, but very weak, reference to
structure.

Mark for (b) = 1 out of 10

Total mark awarded =
5 out of 25
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How the candidate could improve their answer
(a)

» The candidate could have been more consistent in their use of one tense in their answer, in this case, the simple
past tense.

» The candidate could have written more accurately, with fewer errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar.

+ The candidate could have structured their story in clear paragraphs.

(b)

» The candidate could have consistently used a ‘Point, Evidence, Explanation’ format to analyse the form, structure
and language of their story.

» The candidate could have provided clear examples of ‘descriptive language’ and explained why specific words are
selected.

Common mistakes and guidance
(a)

« Many candidates’ story openings contained very frequent errors of punctuation and grammar.

* Many candidates mixed the tenses they used in their story openings. They often jumped between the present
tense and simple past tense and used the present tense instead of the simple past tense in the story opening.

* Many candidates did not structure their story openings in clear paragraphs.

» Some candidates did not write a story opening which created drama and suspense. Quite often, the only drama in
the story openings was the finding of the message.

+ Some candidates wrote more than 400 words, which often meant that the story opening was less carefully crafted.

+ Some candidates only wrote 150 to 250 words. While this fulfilled the requirement of being under 400 words, such
candidates only developed their ideas in a limited manner.

+ Some candidates focused heavily on the content of the story opening. They only provided minimal analysis in such
cases (often only indirectly) when they outlined the structure of the piece.

+ Some candidates did not comment on the specific language choices the writer made.
+ Some candidates inaccurately used specific terminology or did not use it at all.

* Many candidates focused on a simple identification of the features but with little or no analysis of their effect or the
ways in which they related to the audience and shaped meaning.

+ Some candidates did not explore the effects of particular features of the writing in detail and did not comment on
the form or structure of the text.
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Question 2

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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0 The candidate begins the
description effectively, using the
image of an old man to describe the
sound of the engine.

e The candidate effectively
continues the personification of the
engine.

0 The candidate uses some
sophisticated expression.

a The candidate uses an effective
simile to describe the colours.

° The candidate uses some less
common lexis.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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0 The candidate uses
onomatopoeia in an effective, single

word paragraph to conclude the
descriptive piece.

Total mark awarded =
22 out of 25

How the candidate could improve their answer

The candidate could have included more lexis that was less common, although ensuring that any less common words
were used correctly and appropriately.
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments
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a The candidate unnecessarily
repeats the phrase ‘every day’.

e The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘journeys’.

o There is a focus on describing
sounds, as required by the
question.

o The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘premises’.

6 The candidate uses some
imagery.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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e The paragraph organises the
descriptive piece quite clearly in
paragraphs.

@ The candidate uses some
simple sentences.

0 The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘indescribable’.

@ The candidate omits a comma
after the word ‘area’.

@ The candidate uses simple
sentences.

Total mark awarded =
12 out of 25
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How the candidate could improve their answer

» The candidate could have included more lexis that was less common, although ensuring that any less common
words were used correctly and appropriately.

* The candidate could have used more compound and complex sentences.

» The candidate could have used a wider range of language techniques, for example, similes, personification and
pathetic fallacy.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Examiner comments

The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘mountain’ and
‘experienced’.

The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘built’. There are other
spelling errors throughout the
descriptive piece of writing.

0 The candidate writes the
whole paragraph as one sentence,
showing a lack of control in their
writing.

o The candidate omits the ending
of the adverb ‘closely’.
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Example Candidate Response - low, continued
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X . d
'ﬂlméér}_ dudbin bace ch/ & __gahaae track ol lecelhecs

Sonedl. Wo{ﬁwe} degs. (wcemas. _end. \wéamamo . f“r@,tl‘ P

ok _cace.. it oS s avq,,,____a(ﬂ)_gonciw i oo

ie__bia__moualia of _cddrieh , compiled of ol _socks of

ALY,

hewn Miag s, t‘)o-\’:-k") weefsow%»&éfafecstmp)_
¢tolen gcoés %\'\k\qs c}' X:vc in “fus Deunkedn tow

Mg dhe  rels cad  cecoens Lo somell _thiogs  llke - |

M (j' a; ads___end _ants . aad insecls llse éeesgac/, /‘%\5»

Examiner comments

6 The candidate writes the
whole paragraph as one sentence,
showing a lack of control in their
writing.

e The opening four lines of this
paragraph form an incomplete
sentence.

0 The candidate uses the wrong
preposition.

e There is a missing apostrophe
in ‘it’s’.

o The opening three lines of
this paragraph form an incomplete
sentence.

@ The candidate again writes the
whole paragraph as one sentence,
showing a lack of control in their
writing.

0 The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘flies’.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Example Candidate Response — low, continued Examiner comments

Q,d \o\?ﬂg( "\r\fﬂqﬁ \:\1‘@, T‘)Jvcuz Je 5 _end eeds conkei \eu‘-e_ 5
Lo ’“AE:‘: ﬁ’_lco\ngu?n O.L rcla‘aién M-Q oY -H;‘: c»l‘ ‘\ne -\-og}
Lomth e \'\em[‘%‘ e smel Bk ol cncke  enyenes

o c~3ro‘o 00 e\b\qg)_,_,,,,_%he:r Oase.

Do cooatain. thet s N colones of o sed

N — difna fGua ‘360) 04£ ras/" birecon C/‘l// oreaa & /)f)a/ﬂf_, T
@ Iy ] J @ ™ ing five lines of thi
A enel Haaé C'/o/ o #fna me:mL ﬂ/‘nk ,___1_’_«;4 MJA&/&DAQ"[B/‘C@ € opening IYe Ines o 1S

4 paragraph form an incomplete
sentence.

(7[/ ﬂQ Scallena €75 i/gn H‘/ ‘u)]atr a’bj"’\:. W__‘@_i_c(cl'( [~ s mé_,p&? ______ -
/ , / i A

Lbrds ond auds . _some._brown. docs._cnd seme. _ofange .
coks.. T poecdain _woces as. Cwhek is_cwibin i} cees_ @ There is a missing apostrophe

- Qv 'lLﬂ 14‘6 comnilg... Je /uFe o «/;//f‘qn cparit y . in it's’.
J / / d 7 %
@ 5 @ This five-line paragraph
1S Q0 df& EASjnkﬂ (Xﬁ(QOF«L\Q(UEH(QG oder SF '\II(‘)(A iwkl\[\ contains several errors and lacks
o d s‘ﬂ&zeﬂiz..,.,.,q?eﬁs?eo‘r{ve, Y SR S Leoc},&{“,. o.ﬁm_._f]"{ ‘e . | any punctuation.

_,_Q;_\a jf\ﬁ(?, Ore ROLES.....00 d‘__‘.__er_\.i/j_m.mcml’ , Lc}j’ &J‘\ol/ Sowie

See. ..os q(y,‘n(j. CmJ é:mno o] Le 1%( F}Eﬂé a-]L
SOmefé:‘ndr ) _ond uzon.decﬁ// .

L;‘lé_,,e, The. _cwdurn_lecives. felling e S,esz_.e_,__._M.c:ém?.a,
ﬁ"_@:i/' C[)/r)n/’% V=212 e] [)Qau/;//;«/ J\"’I%’o/fﬂfg’ o, }/dﬂf MJO)i

o’ﬁ fods iy 0/’ 17’
d

(#2 O), Total mark awarded =
7 | 8outof25

How the candidate could improve their answer

» The candidate could have written more accurately, with fewer errors in spelling and grammar.

» The candidate could have ensured that basic sentence punctuation was used correctly, with a full stop to mark the
end of each sentence.

» The candidate could have checked more carefully to ensure that the response was free from errors.

Common mistakes and guidance

» Candidates should understand the importance of writing in clear, properly punctuated English, with accurate
sentence demarcation, to perform well in this exam.

+ Candidates should ensure that they separate sentences with full stops rather than commas.
+ Candidates should generally avoid writing in sentence fragments.

« Candidates should proofread carefully, particularly for accurate sentence demarcation and for tense confusion/
inconsistency.

» Candidates who have difficulty with tense selection should focus on writing in one tense, preferably either the
present tense or the simple past tense,

» Candidates should be aware of the need for clear paragraphing in their responses, including paragraphing for
direct speech.
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Question 3

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

0 H{c LVCK?DMl e B 0 The candidate writes in an
| Upew s been ?OREVE?\ Slnie i l%\'\/@y{a/k@‘ﬂ%jo“,(’lvﬂmwlﬂu _| | informal, chatty tone which is
e oo i posw annd [ have NEWS‘ appropriate for a personal blog.
| Like lwesktoned lﬁ’gjﬂw W Samily.. a‘& W"‘“A L”(i lwud [)(545 7 e The candidate inserts an
_|oves hege smav%y bt Yewes bepin alo &' }o%x/& vied b0, OM ok e Lfgfyﬁfr 1 | aside to their readers, showing full
i) s ol scbwumg Suaken || awareness of both the form and
e Nﬁw L fonaur e - WM Collpness. "&somwl[ovec Ehﬂlam( ‘ncluded! —__| | @udience.
o B‘A’ 9 Camadfun Solbrtss fanrw out WMS aceveey diklctut. wem o The candidate provides some
{”Aacs an exkre yeas ok W%LECV“‘ oves. hete Coaveit, )M fe | | relevant background information.
Q/r Lxeums =G C5Es mod A- lwo{S'ﬂUcc Wy ww;wﬂlarw N
%}n“ml, Ihe Ciesk geas ok wesp. A- leaadls, bk vitete, Mlmeuau&},ué‘al{y
_lyo. W[@M_MW ke Wee iy U@&OV\,ALW' .
2 4//’ ;ﬁ/; e { 60% O&ﬁa‘ bﬁ-ﬂk Q(G’W"W? v%&(ﬂﬁ%@@ IM/J |
_.,1 . bewc le. M(?ﬂu all abeok IF e buckdevg! ’
Ml sab vt fne ackid schee | mmg be cathe. ola. /Vlv Lol 115 s
mcwat: 19t coatvey clntcle flak's Mﬂw@%lﬂ and comesed e
&S(‘/{/Laaf Ve TS e gy e (K/‘C&/S %wm‘»\a SA&U(’«@@( ° The candidate addresses
] °W§W”“’A‘“‘" i e a5 Ll H’%k&(ﬁfﬂw —Oéwkau%f - | | the blog form and audience by
| e Vinerr all yin sy ?ﬁﬂé %. Bk & pew ) Pk g chwsobds | | providing appropriate details about
@ freszimg, youstiadd e W St codnt bl ke | | e scho0l
\Mkdﬁut 0% _town MVMU‘?/ Inthnll_ e . [heyve z\):awl/v Mlﬁdﬁﬂ o The candidate uses an
Jard. ks up Al a;teow( Wee.Schesl, o fhne Mjrwl: so& Yhe | | incorrect spelling of ‘site’.
secce s e cakles, boothall- ereld. Mw,?aé' w%weaﬂolwd cwd
OW&%@MS\?MWSwWWIWW %&ck&@m |
I ins byavtheo & o1re Lot bees up close,. éur[&oekWWCe,so& ]
Wawf.e%éy @m\,AU( bediires too.
heg e tmean apk o SWIMN W&Q@OU A/L Wﬁh‘nw,ﬁoﬂrﬂw will e The candidate makes effective
WW/COQCKOS(& ok Lna W M"ﬁ fovabitselenl | | use of capitalisation for emphasis.
swiva club B %'otély it dpmouind e sy lvesan sl c[Oé%
N Yeype@ets Ciaz;/i 25 ctothek mgﬁcﬁwb\? &cao(b»j ﬂw?wnz
M,bc 5, Cookivg, MLOJWM’ ’—awl Soritng e Sl b ak boak |
peink | s&oWLm e et auide becavse Vdveticed - foe LIBRARY!
Wt 12ay Yt wtse alok ok boekss, fade whak yougl hosed ovd. Keigled
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

s wes the Beaskyand m&,aa{—)\fé&qy; (el it LSkanhinly &
Ntttz ek, anodl Yobihonesh lon il gomazed . O&cousse, 4 lokok
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R mwom&waww &%"W%M . €Somm-ewl yeas. (Hak’s
e HME?’ f/”‘&?«. called "yeass” mat. “ﬂ(-m:b&fﬂ) whe M(M
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e sy e
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0ot keachets \ waek sepim o v W [iled s (}965 —mmye«i ak.
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| g g o Sl ot and.iF sl e oy

| e keped (11 add s gkt e fre gy
oS waw [l yusk s

fea fre. (-‘e‘
o2 Mglen fevnitotacs. uluﬂ@
el ok Yo unieRin, but
fhey ' bk ign | s 4@11/»%7 1ve weres haf |

..... M Sadds. 20).p

| Yo reat o vt fetum Y0 stloel belooe ok (Foteus bo bepukig wavesys]

ey Mo Yarse Sl asb B | ook WMZQ«WW Cafges bedose School nat, |

e tawi Ube.u

Se mA/fU U@ﬂm%lw S Hadmas ate. @fﬁ‘%

W&é} V%M@%WMI? L—o M V o. a}l qu i’ bwy/ﬁcs‘{’ w&{gﬂ—‘bsﬁwf

o (W @VJL(W[ W%U%W/QMMMM Ao
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o The candidate uses an
appropriate allusion to a well-known
film.

0 The candidate uses alliteration
effectively.

e The candidate uses topic
sentences to open several of the
paragraphs. Paragraphing is clear
and appropriate throughout the
review.

@ The candidate provides a
conclusion to their review, summing
up their thoughts and opinions.

0 The candidate concludes
their response in the same
informal, chatty tone which is
used consistently throughout the
response.

@ The concluding sentence once
again effectively addresses the
reader.

Total mark awarded =
21 out of 25

How t

he candidate could improve their answer

The candidate could have included more lexis that was less common, although ensuring that any less common words
were used correctly and appropriately.
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

ARaew i~ CAtoResy T

a The title shows focus on the
task.

TS AS oL Qe 00T on L cacAn. Onegiee e The candidate wrongly uses the
VIR SEN OOl s oC OS2 1S ACnokan Ko, plural form of the word "school’.

lee memo%%qbexbooMO&SQhoo\sme o The candidate uses some less
JBsroue. Cond . Nl O\ D VERR common lexis.

Aemroo%v\ - )v\ﬁe%o«dti& RS AN - <o N i .
S LSCaTeX  ACNRONNS  Olaced, . Cnconl. 0 T.he candidate uses a quitg
_lA0e | acoond’ s . Sessah. RO0C. NERRNS effective phrase to present their
SHEeNce loonaiwves ,  owQe. Spacxs | | oPnon

Locnnses,  Mouo oA\ @\o&&i\o\ﬁm_.@\en\jﬁ :

i T i i

| I— Speod\A—\\ned\o‘j oade XS O B0a\ 2%
e HEeTY N .oo.o,ivw% O Chosce  AE nONRSks
N AS. A% AT e o \Ok?

e The candidate uses rhetorical
questions quite effectively.

AN Souny Shoseveh. Ok LA O OO Ok

|l envace Saneol: . codA ok ARSN A
o \eor  afxes Ancek L wmGs  olo\8. e SR
Lequetteonn  Sredces . Qe MO e
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

e | COMMIE ROV LSRR NS NONEE . Dot ooy
NI .50 NASE  Ca . NOCES. O SR IoRE  Aoem agreement error with the verb ‘love’.
e QO ate  owone o 0RR_0ONCe.. o
L ANONAL NN \Geowo\,\s\/)o et = uoowade Ay
B S Ve =5 S i e: SNAE S NI RS WS WMlVate o RS NS S e
e Lwmes  sowe ok oe | swieucSess
O R\QRR NSNS AeaeeXS: \=emee.
1A wvmes A ok Ovex. . R % ok e |
MNEAS. . AR YT Loexe ROV
@) | pocenss oo wa \2ague onivexsides. @.The candidate does not use
Coan e veNeLd Aok capital letters for the initial letters of

e

0 The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘nurture’.

e The candidate omits the word
‘most’ before ‘successful’.

‘Ivy League’.

WS MANACM AN oo, L eS|
mum%«xgw ANGua. A viese  eveg

Mo\ Ao 00N Ao eovde.  AACESyY ]
@m@g\nmo\/v\wmuce AAOn e\\__u_vO\-%\q Q\n)\n\\ed\ : @ The candidate makes an
LY | ovasxeen.  Nnox S es TN A N0AAA RS | appropriate comment for a review,
SOOI O 200D OnACh GO ROTAWION SRR showing awareness of the form of
|Beexide . A2 -XARS _SA . SOMoo\ 0o oy Aee the writing.

@ sonc_sesmacoonx) e diniee, e
O \ss\co\/\/\\\/\_gz\) NN\
Noeen %\'@\)\/\%

0 The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘restaurant’.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

P comaQ\ WS N o\ LRKRYeod CRAR Lses

hE

e O\axX B ek Adedicested o tnTdns

0L ateegtech  aod .w.:\\i‘@% e\t

RVo O %\ms.._. axe.

N

\/\\%\/\ CACER omdk\m%v\ 2o

o\ Y

LoON N\ M\ rec Nt TS S 30me. -

IOOS  BROTKS. MOWENRL,) N0eEe.. NaloNo N—

. eedsS. e e Sxed! Toc wne)

QG ANEe  adcevoline’ \naclk \oe SN So..

B anadh osen 0o 30e9ORR. TTNO YNee

vics —‘c\_n\v\o\\f ALY IR 7, FANSIE S VTN o
e oL BAuaent O QNS

[oaccic@miig. cox L N0 £OOC 0. e,
e e A
120 S. oA, f\-’ém’%&s\w% N e

£ OIS REeORMWR I WIEN A T =T XV S Vo Vo Yoo v

@ There is a missing apostrophe
in the phrases ‘girls’ sports’ and
‘boys’ sports’.

@ There is a missing apostrophe
in boys.

@ There is a missing apostrophe
in ‘it’s’.

@ The candidate makes an
appropriate comment for a review,
showing awareness of the form of
the writing.

@ The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘accidentally’.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

S WOA Ko BXOedence oG\
@ Mowe e e \feowﬂned\v\wvb \esgon. G The candidate uses incorrect
Soe 1exi Qreone \ spelling of ‘definitely’.

cevool  is_ A Conn A Ldouw™ Ao e, conclusion to their review.

oot of Nheidc  COvvrwvaownadid - Bven _ _
sncogpn A ey por we  adaxt ot | | & The candidate wrongly wres
SNEe YR e O2S T CARYS L A \eooua, \ s\ words.

JBwAL Axve.  £ASVAY Areev LU ouat\l _onessh
ook _ongQacicne  RoX  Noe  cendk D%W\\j @ The candidate uses incorrect
wee 't e _;r\m\,_\%g Ao et oo ook spelling of ‘appreciate’.

Ao SXeMel ool e _covnaliexe Sy
AN < Yo NI KX N = O = W GNP N\Y
Lnelse | fose.  so  oPRake | S o\ 0w

Aentideys e Total mark awarded =

. l [ + H T ; H
»E; i : E E H

TV

How the candidate could improve their answer

» The candidate could have written more accurately, with fewer errors in spelling and grammar.
» The candidate could have further developed and given more detail on the ideas within each paragraph.
* The candidate could have provided a more detailed conclusion to their review.

* The candidate could have focused more on providing more effective comments and opinions on the introduction
day at the school.
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Example Candidate Response — low

Todoy wos_the day .| atteaded. an_ietrodoction

J-nexk. .,,LAQ._O\(

do(j ok the _achool.l _om Qeing . ko. jein
{

| Sinee | _stacked . welking oty ologs | olways.....

crentioned . honr  ony

opesk _wish...) o
_tals . stocol winen. . \_gek. _oldec, Looc. yeors. \aser |

POy SN s skackhog. ko become . ceal LA was ]
Lhe Qicsk. kime. L _wenk_ inside. ke scheol\ _aod..___.

AT was RPEREECT L Josk.like \__wmagined i

._____5qqu.___._\:\o_qz._‘.,.,‘nk,___u_.c_.eo\n3_____.,__\00_\,.@ QWL can.S0yg-iS.

o be

Teople wockiog Hoere (wece Se._alce.

as.lwuell Q8. Some.. skudents.  lmek..,

Loey . wese

Soowing. Vs low.. Xhe school. \ooks _aond oow

. ioYcodue .E:‘\om_.,.,,._do\%.w So._ oy __deokes k.. readees. a0

,,,e.\.l,e,ﬁxgb\ri\v_\g...mm.o_c_ks,,.,_H_e,ce._‘..s__.._._m% ,,,,, eview o€ ke |

see 0w ik xeally is

JWhen we acived .  people  Crocn. tine sSchool.suece. . |

lenoce. Hangs. L kiney, Al hod sckhodh.logp Y. WN0Q0_ ]

otk foogs. wikn. _loooks, clokbhes, peas_ond._ o Lew

everyone accived (e eatered Moe school . ood |

\_gosped._woneon.. ). gow how_seavkifal  ik.d

LIROL. . . 00e_ ok _kne . cloSSTooms _whaece e SO |

Some. studeaks. oad _keachers. Nhey wexe

us_oll_Kne nlocmoxicns. we. aeeded . L. _\eacned.

ook acouk _Khe school and. A enypged W .
Bfkec Moe speech . they showed. ovs_ ke

school _and._the compus..tiney \nad..Loc skOdenks...

Alioes  AMARED )\ _was_guse ke | lmagined

ood . \wos o Yoppy loecause \_was..Ceally

Examiner comments

“ The candidate uses the wrong
tense by omitting the word ‘have’
before ‘always’.

e The candidate uses a comma
when a full stop is required to
separate two sentences.

o The candidate uses capital
letters for effect.

o The candidate writes an
incomplete sentence.

e The candidate provides a clear
introductory sentence to the review.

0 The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘arrived’.

o The candidate omits the article
before ‘school logo’.

e The candidate wrongly adds
an ‘s’ to the words ‘giving’ and
‘information’.
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Example Candidate Response —

low, continued

Lrece . Tne. Seeeh. cchool..wos. ke o big

_QesCechly_organed . Fisk _year (s on ke $eQiesk
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\ook \oexsec |
wivveao\

AW \:\me_;_}___A,mgd.g.___,_,.&og\g.ﬂ,ﬂt_\;\e [0S
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Examiner comments

9 The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘first’.

@ The candidate omits a full stop.

0 The candidate uses capital
letters for effect.

@ The candidate uses a comma
when a full stop is required to
separate two sentences.

@ There are very few paragraph
breaks in the review.

@ There are words missing from
this sentence.

@ The candidate has wrongly
inserted the word ‘for’.

@ The writing in this long
sentence does not flow easily.
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Example Candidate Response - low, continued

L_\liked, so i€ |\ coold change  Semething..Saok

\»,_Ag_.o,s_d._______p_c_o_bgm%_w__}oe Hoe _coly Kaing.. kihak.\uoold

Lchoange. . &

‘%mm.h Q\Gbe(' _shoWing oS

Loe. . schoel. Khey..showed OS. . Koo  Campuf .
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lobloy whece  yoo laave a loig \ikxchen , the
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Examiner comments

@ The candidate uses a comma
when a full stop is required to
separate two sentences.

@ The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘prefer’.

@ The expression is quite basic
and vocabulary is quite common.

@ The candidate includes a
conclusion to the review.

@ There is a clear focus on the
form demanded by the question.

Total mark awarded =
7 out of 25
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How the candidate could improve their answer

The candidate could have written more accurately, with fewer errors in spelling and grammar.

The candidate could have ensured that basic sentence punctuation was used correctly, with a full stop to mark the
end of a sentence.

The candidate could have structured their review more clearly in paragraphs.

The candidate could have written with more variety of sentence structure, using more compound and complex
sentences, while maintaining accuracy.

The candidate could have used a wider range of language, with some less common lexis.

Common mistakes and guidance

Candidates should understand the importance of writing in clear, properly punctuated English, with accurate
sentence demarcation, to perform well in this exam.

Candidates should ensure that they separate sentences with full stops rather than commas.
Candidates should generally avoid writing in sentence fragments.

Candidates should proofread carefully, particularly for accurate sentence demarcation and for tense confusion/
inconsistency.

Candidates who have difficulty with tense selection should focus on writing in one tense, preferably either the
present tense or the simple past tense.

Candidates should be aware of the need for clear paragraphing in their responses, including paragraphing for
direct speech.

Candidates should ensure that they write at least the stipulated minimum of 600 words.
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Question 4

Example Candidate Response — high

Examiner comments

To: editor@weeklynews.co.uk “
Re: 'Shop Out, Not In' Article by Samatha Lewis, Issue 83.

Dear Editor,

I am writing to express my opinion on of one of this paper's most recent articles. The rise of
online shopping, and where it leaves physical shops, is an incredibly prevalent topic in o

o today's society. And | must say that Lewis' article handles the discussion with a clear sense
of understanding and expertise, accompanied by a strong and confident perspective.

o I do not wish to argue in this letter, but instead suggest some aspects of the article which
could be expanded upon should the topic be covered again in this paper.

° Firstly, the inconvenience of in-person shopping, in comparison to online shopping, is hardly
discussed. When mentioned, Lewis brushes the idea of people preferring online shopping

e off as mere laziness. Framing it as though people who frequently shop cnline simply cannot
be bothered to go outside and invest in a physical shop. Politely, [ find this argument rather
insensitive, and that it makes a string of cruel assumptions about the lives of online
consumers.

Many people who prefer to shop online do it, not out of laziness, but out of convenience. To
go to a physical shop, particularly if you live in a more rural area, takes money and time.
More specifically, these are taken up by the cost of petrol or time spent driving. This is time
and money that many people do not have between work, school, taking care of family, or
taking care of oneself, Bearing that in mind, it is more understandable that people turn to
online shopping; which swiftly avoids the hassle of a commute.

Alongside this, for many people, heading out to a shop is not always easy. Plenty of

o shoppers have disabilities (either physical or mental), which may make existing in public
spaces difficult, or may make travel additionally complicated. As such, these people may
find online shopping less stressful and significantly more convenient. And even for people
who do not have disabilties, getting out of the house can still be easier said than done.
Families for example, particularly those with small children, can struggle with keeping
everyone calm and in-line during a shopping run.

0 The candidate sets the email
out in an authentic manner.

o The candidate provides a clear
opening, stating the subject of the
email concisely and clearly.

o The candidate follows this up
with an overview of their opinion
of the article, as stipulated in the
question.

o The candidate writes in a polite,
formal tone.

e The email is clearly
paragraphed, and each paragraph
begins with a clear topic sentence.

The candidate incorrectly uses
a full stop instead of a comma.

The candidate includes some
complex structures.
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A second aspect | feel could have been expanded upon is the problem of pricing. As Lewis
notes in the article, the emergence of fast fashion has led to falling prices within physical
shops, but especially within online shopping. She writes of how this price disparity is part of
the reason why people are turning away from in-person shops, and how prices in physical
stores are now dropping to near unsustainable levels. However, | believe it would have
benefitted Lewis' argument if the article touched on how these falling prices tend to
correspond with a fall in clothing quality.

This observation would have tremendously assisted Lewis' point of view. By discussing how
clothing in online shops is cheaper, often due to its poorer quality and drastically shorter
lifespan, Lewis would have provided another convincing reason for the reader to attend in-
person stores. With the higher prices in physical stores, then comes a promise of quality.

Thirdly, the discussion of our reliance on technology, and how it has even seeped into our
shopping, is incredibly intriguing. However, alike these previous points, it is hardly explored,
being briefly mentioned at the end of the article. | would have been exceedingly curious to
hear Lewis' full thoughts on how technology has effected the way that we shop. Regardless,
1 do acknowlege that this conversation would have been difficult to weave into the already-
extensive article. Yet, | do still wish to read Lewis' full view, perhaps in another article more
specifically focused on that topic.

Overall, despite my previous criticisms, Lewis' article remains an exceedingly convincing
work. | hope that, should this topic be covered by this newspaper again, that these @
arguments are delved into with more detail and care.

Kind Regards,

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Examiner comments

e The candidate includes
some less common lexis, such as
‘emergence’ and ‘disparity’.

0 The candidate suggests ways
in which the article could have been
improved.

@ The candidate expresses some
points in a quite sophisticated
manner and includes some complex
structures.

0 The candidate clearly signposts
when they are going to make a new
point.

@ The candidate uses the same
polite, formal style consistently
throughout the email.

@ The word ‘that’ is repeated
unnecessarily.

Total mark awarded =
23 out of 25

How the candidate could improve their answer

» The candidate could have incorporated a wider range of less common lexis.

» The candidate could have checked more carefully to ensure that the response was free from errors.
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments
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“ The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘editor’.

e The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘you’.

o There is a missing apostrophe
in ‘people’s’.

o The candidate omits the word
‘is’ after ‘it’.

e The candidate effectively draws
on their own experience to make a
point.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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the email in an appropriate way,

' showing awareness of the form and
T B | audience.

Total mark awarded =
14 out of 25

How the candidate could improve their answer

* The candidate could have written more accurately, with fewer errors in spelling and grammar.

» The candidate could have further developed their points and could have given more detail on the ideas within each
paragraph.
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Example Candidate Response — low
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Examiner comments

0 The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘quite’.

e There is a missing apostrophe
in ‘wasn’t’.

o The punctuation of direct
speech is incorrect.

o The candidate incorrectly adds
the word ‘more’ to the word ‘easier’.

There are more missing
apostrophes throughout the
response.

e The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘unfortunately’.

0 Sentence punctuation is not
secure.

e The candidate uses the wrong
preposition before the phrase ‘the
computer’.

9 There are no paragraph breaks
in the response. This affects the
structure of the email.

@ The candidate’s writing does
not flow easily.

0 The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘their’.

@ There are sentence
demarcation errors throughout the
response.

@ The candidate’s writing does
not flow easily.

@ There are sentence
demarcation errors.

@ The candidate uses incorrect
spelling of ‘shopper’.

@ The response is notably
short of the 600-word minimum
requirement, at just over 400 words.

Total mark awarded =
7 out of 25
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How the candidate could improve their answer

* The candidate could have written more accurately, with fewer errors in spelling and grammar.

» The candidate could have ensured that basic sentence punctuation was used correctly, with a full stop to mark the
end of a sentence.

» The candidate could have structured their review clearly in paragraphs.
* The candidate could have written a minimum of 600 words.

Common mistakes and guidance

» Candidates should understand the importance of writing in clear, properly punctuated English, with accurate
sentence demarcation, to perform well in this exam.

» Candidates should ensure that they separate sentences with full stops rather than commas.
» Candidates should generally avoid writing in sentence fragments.

» Candidates should proofread carefully, particularly for accurate sentence demarcation and for tense confusion/
inconsistency.

» Candidates should be aware of the need for clear paragraphing in their responses.
» Candidates should ensure that they write at least the stipulated minimum of 600 words.
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