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The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS & A Level 
English Language, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the 
syllabus requirements. This document helps teachers to assess the standards required to achieve marks beyond the 
guidance of the mark scheme.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from the June 2024 exam series to exemplify a range of 
answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with examiner comments about where and why marks were awarded or 
omitted. This is followed by comments on how the answer could be improved. There is also a list of common mistakes 
and guidance for candidates for each question.

Please refer to the June 2024 Examiner Report for further details and guidance.

The mark scheme is available on the School Support Hub

Introduction

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub

9093 June 2024 Question Paper 21

9093 June 2024 Mark Scheme 21

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support


Example Candidate Responses – Paper 2

5

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 (a) The candidate could have checked more carefully to ensure that the response was free from errors.
•	 (b) The candidate could have commented on one or two more choices relating to the form and structure of the 

story opening.

       The candidate effectively 
uses personification to create 
drama right from the beginning.

       The candidate utilises 
pathetic fallacy to create some 
suspense right from the first 
paragraph.

       The candidate uses some 
sophisticated imagery to show 
how powerful the storm is.

How to use this booklet
This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low level response for 
each question. In the left-hand column are the candidate responses, and in the right-hand column are the examiner 
comments.

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

1

1

Common mistakes and guidance
(a)

•	 Many candidates’ story openings contained very frequent errors of punctuation and grammar.
•	 Many candidates mixed the tenses they used in their story openings. They often jumped between the present 

tense and simple past tense and used the present tense instead of the simple past tense in the story opening.
•	 Many candidates did not structure their story openings in clear paragraphs.

2
3

2

3

Examiner comments explain 
where and why marks were 

awarded. These help to interpret 
the standard of Cambridge  

exams to help learners  
refine their exam technique.

Responses are written by real candidates in 
exam conditions, demonstrating the types of answers 

for each level. These could be used to discuss and 
analyse the answers with learners in the classroom to 

improve their skills.

This section explains how the candidate 
could improve each response. It helps learners to 

improve their exam technique.

This section lists common mistakes as well as 
helpful guidance from the examiner. This will help 

your learners to avoid these mistakes. You can 
use this alongside the relevant Examiner Report to 

guide your learners.
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

       The candidate effectively uses 
personification to create drama right 
from the beginning.

       The candidate utilises pathetic 
fallacy to create some suspense 
right from the first paragraph.

       The candidate uses some 
sophisticated imagery to show how 
powerful the storm is.

       The candidate makes effective 
use of the rule of three to introduce 
the story’s protagonist.

       The candidate makes a few 
minor errors in the response, 
such as the missing apostrophe in 
‘door’s’ and the agreement errors in 
‘emanate’.

       The candidate uses 
sophisticated lexis throughout the 
story opening.

       The candidate makes effective 
use of alliteration to introduce the 
protagonist’s fear.

       There is effective use of a 
simile to introduce the message.

5

6

7

1
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3

4
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2
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4
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate misses 
apostrophe in ‘its’.

       There is a suggestion of 
something unusual about the piece 
of paper, which adds drama.

       The ending of the story is 
dramatic and engaging, making the 
reader want to know what happens 
next.
Mark for (a) = 13 out of 15

9

10

9

10

11 11
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       In the opening paragraph, 
the candidate clearly explains the 
tone of the story, with detailed 
explanations of the language 
choices made to describe the 
weather.

       There is sophisticated analysis 
of the imagery.

       The candidate makes a clear 
comment on the use of the short 
paragraph and the intended impact 
on the audience.

       There is a detailed explanation 
of the reasoning behind the choice 
to use a first-person point of view in 
the story opening.

       There is sophisticated analysis 
of the language choices and of the 
intended impact on the audience.

       There is sophisticated analysis 
of the way in which the candidate 
has characterised the note in the 
story opening, clearly showing how 
it has affected the protagonist.
Mark for (b) = 9 out of 10

Total mark awarded =
22 out of 25

13

14

15

13

14

15
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17

16

17
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How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 (a) The candidate could have checked more carefully to ensure that the response was free from errors.
•	 (b) The candidate could have commented on one or two more choices relating to the form and structure of the 

story opening.
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

       The candidate uses the wrong 
word here.

       The candidate wrongly uses a 
full stop instead of a comma.

       The candidate effectively uses 
some less common vocabulary.

       The candidate effectively uses 
a short sentence. 

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling for ‘addressed’.

5

1

2

3

4
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate effectively uses 
a rhetorical question.

       The contents of the message 
create a dramatic situation.

       There is a missing apostrophe 
in ‘can’t’.

       The candidate effectively 
creates tension by describing the 
protagonist’s thoughts.

       The candidate effectively 
creates suspense with a cliff-hanger 
ending.
Mark for (a) = 10 out of 15

99

10 10

6

7

8

6

7
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate makes some 
clear comments on the structure 
of the story opening and how 
these stylistic choices relate to the 
audience.

       There is a clear comment on 
the shift in tone, although this could 
have been more detailed.

12

11

12

11
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate makes a clear 
comment on the choice of the word 
‘cursed’ and the impact this might 
have on the audience.

       The candidate makes a clear 
comment on the use of a short 
sentence and the intended impact 
on the audience. 

13 13

14 14
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate uses some 
technical language, with the 
examples ‘deepest’ and ‘darkest’ 
and explains how these are used 
to create a particular effect on the 
reader.
Mark for (b) = 7 out of 10

Total mark awarded =
17 out of 25

15 15

How the candidate could improve their answer
(a)

•	 The candidate could have focused on providing more suspense and drama in the story opening.
•	 The candidate could have included more lexis that is less common, although ensuring that any less common words 

are used correctly and appropriately.
•	 The candidate could have used more compound and complex sentences.
(b)

•	 The candidate could have consistently used a ‘Point, Evidence, Explanation’ format to analyse the form, structure 
and language of their story.

•	 The candidate could have provided clear examples of ‘descriptive language’ and explained why specific words are 
selected.
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate’s opening is 
weak, with ‘Something is different 
…’ not being explained and later 
being contradicted by the listing of 
his usual morning routine.

       The candidate fails to put a 
comma between the direct speech 
and the rest of the sentence.

       The candidate fails to use an 
apostrophe in ‘what’s’ and has used 
the wrong tense.

       The candidate uses a phrase 
which does not make complete 
sense but writes it as a complete 
sentence.

       The candidate fails to 
paragraph the response, and this 
affects the structure of the story.

       The candidate creates some 
drama relating to the loud banging 
on the door.

       The candidate makes a spelling 
error in the word ‘vacuums’.

       The candidate writes the 
penultimate word on the line 
unclearly.

       The candidate uses tenses 
inconsistently in the story, mostly 
writing in the past tense but 
sometimes in the present tense.

       The candidate wrongly uses 
commas instead of full stops to 
separate sentences.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate uses tenses 
inconsistently writing in the past 
tense but sometimes in the present 
tense.

       The candidate attempts a cliff-
hanger ending to the story opening 
and this helps to create a little 
suspense.

       The candidate incorrectly uses 
inverted commas at the end of the 
story opening.
Mark for (a) = 4 out of 15

       The candidate makes a very 
general comment on the impact of 
using a first-person narrative.

       The candidate provides no 
examples or analysis of the use of 
descriptive language.

       The candidate makes an 
implied, but very weak, reference to 
structure.
Mark for (b) = 1 out of 10

Total mark awarded =
5 out of 25
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How the candidate could improve their answer
(a)

•	 The candidate could have been more consistent in their use of one tense in their answer, in this case, the simple 
past tense.

•	 The candidate could have written more accurately, with fewer errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar.
•	 The candidate could have structured their story in clear paragraphs.
(b)

•	 The candidate could have consistently used a ‘Point, Evidence, Explanation’ format to analyse the form, structure 
and language of their story.

•	 The candidate could have provided clear examples of ‘descriptive language’ and explained why specific words are 
selected.

Common mistakes and guidance
(a)

•	 Many candidates’ story openings contained very frequent errors of punctuation and grammar.
•	 Many candidates mixed the tenses they used in their story openings. They often jumped between the present 

tense and simple past tense and used the present tense instead of the simple past tense in the story opening.
•	 Many candidates did not structure their story openings in clear paragraphs.
•	 Some candidates did not write a story opening which created drama and suspense. Quite often, the only drama in 

the story openings was the finding of the message.
•	 Some candidates wrote more than 400 words, which often meant that the story opening was less carefully crafted.
•	 Some candidates only wrote 150 to 250 words. While this fulfilled the requirement of being under 400 words, such 

candidates only developed their ideas in a limited manner.
(b)

•	 Some candidates focused heavily on the content of the story opening. They only provided minimal analysis in such 
cases (often only indirectly) when they outlined the structure of the piece.

•	 Some candidates did not comment on the specific language choices the writer made.
•	 Some candidates inaccurately used specific terminology or did not use it at all.
•	 Many candidates focused on a simple identification of the features but with little or no analysis of their effect or the 

ways in which they related to the audience and shaped meaning.
•	 Some candidates did not explore the effects of particular features of the writing in detail and did not comment on 

the form or structure of the text.
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Question 2

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

       The candidate begins the 
description effectively, using the 
image of an old man to describe the 
sound of the engine.

       The candidate effectively 
continues the personification of the 
engine.

       The candidate uses some 
sophisticated expression.

       The candidate uses an effective 
simile to describe the colours.

       The candidate uses some less 
common lexis.

1

2

3

1

2

3

4 4
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       There is some sophisticated 
expression, with some complex 
structures and some effective 
imagery.

       The candidate effectively slows 
the pace of the description with a 
few sentences describing the truck 
driver.

       The candidate turns the focus 
back to the rubbish on the tip by 
describing a car which is on the 
rubbish tip.

       The candidate uses 
onomatopoeia in an effective, single 
word paragraph to conclude the 
descriptive piece.

Total mark awarded =
22 out of 25

9

6

7

8

9

6

7

8

How the candidate could improve their answer
The candidate could have included more lexis that was less common, although ensuring that any less common words 
were used correctly and appropriately.
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

       The candidate unnecessarily 
repeats the phrase ‘every day’.

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘journeys’.

       There is a focus on describing 
sounds, as required by the 
question.

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘premises’.

       The candidate uses some 
imagery.

4
4

2

3

2

3
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55
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘converse’.

       There is a focus on describing 
colours, as required by the 
question.

       The candidate uses some 
complex sentences.

7

8

7

8

66
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       The paragraph organises the 
descriptive piece quite clearly in 
paragraphs.

       The candidate uses some 
simple sentences.

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘indescribable’.

       The candidate omits a comma 
after the word ‘area’.

       The candidate uses simple 
sentences.

Total mark awarded =
12 out of 25

1212

9

10

11

9

10

11
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How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 The candidate could have included more lexis that was less common, although ensuring that any less common 

words were used correctly and appropriately.
•	 The candidate could have used more compound and complex sentences.
•	 The candidate could have used a wider range of language techniques, for example, similes, personification and 

pathetic fallacy.
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘mountain’ and 
‘experienced’. 

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘built’. There are other 
spelling errors throughout the 
descriptive piece of writing. 

       The candidate writes the 
whole paragraph as one sentence, 
showing a lack of control in their 
writing. 

       The candidate omits the ending 
of the adverb ‘closely’. 

4

2

3

1

4

2
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate writes the 
whole paragraph as one sentence, 
showing a lack of control in their 
writing.

       The opening four lines of this 
paragraph form an incomplete 
sentence.

       The candidate uses the wrong 
preposition.

       There is a missing apostrophe 
in ‘it’s’.

       The opening three lines of 
this paragraph form an incomplete 
sentence.

       The candidate again writes the 
whole paragraph as one sentence, 
showing a lack of control in their 
writing.

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘flies’.

8

8

99

10

10

66
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7
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

       The opening five lines of this 
paragraph form an incomplete 
sentence.

       There is a missing apostrophe 
in ‘it’s’.

       This five-line paragraph 
contains several errors and lacks 
any punctuation.

Total mark awarded =
8 out of 25

1414

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 The candidate could have written more accurately, with fewer errors in spelling and grammar.
•	 The candidate could have ensured that basic sentence punctuation was used correctly, with a full stop to mark the 

end of each sentence.
•	 The candidate could have checked more carefully to ensure that the response was free from errors.

Common mistakes and guidance
•	 Candidates should understand the importance of writing in clear, properly punctuated English, with accurate 

sentence demarcation, to perform well in this exam.
•	 Candidates should ensure that they separate sentences with full stops rather than commas.
•	 Candidates should generally avoid writing in sentence fragments.
•	 Candidates should proofread carefully, particularly for accurate sentence demarcation and for tense confusion/

inconsistency.
•	 Candidates who have difficulty with tense selection should focus on writing in one tense, preferably either the 

present tense or the simple past tense,
•	 Candidates should be aware of the need for clear paragraphing in their responses, including paragraphing for 

direct speech. 

1212

13
13
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Question 3

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

       The candidate writes in an 
informal, chatty tone which is 
appropriate for a personal blog.

       The candidate inserts an 
aside to their readers, showing full 
awareness of both the form and 
audience.

       The candidate provides some 
relevant background information.

       The candidate addresses 
the blog form and audience by 
providing appropriate details about 
the school.

       The candidate uses an 
incorrect spelling of ‘site’.

       The candidate makes effective 
use of capitalisation for emphasis.

1

2

3

1

2

3

4
4
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate uses an 
appropriate allusion to a well-known 
film.

       The candidate uses alliteration 
effectively.

       The candidate uses topic 
sentences to open several of the 
paragraphs. Paragraphing is clear 
and appropriate throughout the 
review. 

       The candidate provides a 
conclusion to their review, summing 
up their thoughts and opinions.

       The candidate concludes 
their response in the same 
informal, chatty tone which is 
used consistently throughout the 
response.

       The concluding sentence once 
again effectively addresses the 
reader.

Total mark awarded =
 21 out of 25

9

7

8

9

7

8

How the candidate could improve their answer
The candidate could have included more lexis that was less common, although ensuring that any less common words 
were used correctly and appropriately.
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11
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

       The title shows focus on the 
task.

       The candidate wrongly uses the 
plural form of the word ‘school’.

       The candidate uses some less 
common lexis.

       The candidate uses a quite 
effective phrase to present their 
opinion.

       The candidate uses rhetorical 
questions quite effectively.

4
4

2

323

11

55
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate makes an 
agreement error with the verb ‘love’.

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘nurture’.

       The candidate omits the word 
‘most’ before ‘successful’.

       The candidate does not use 
capital letters for the initial letters of 
‘Ivy League’.

       The candidate makes an 
appropriate comment for a review, 
showing awareness of the form of 
the writing.

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘restaurant’.

7

8

7

8
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       There is a missing apostrophe 
in the phrases ‘girls’ sports’ and 
‘boys’ sports’.

       There is a missing apostrophe 
in boys.

       There is a missing apostrophe 
in ‘it’s’.

       The candidate makes an 
appropriate comment for a review, 
showing awareness of the form of 
the writing.

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘accidentally’.

14

12

16

14

12

16

13

15

13

15
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘definitely’.

       The candidate provides a brief 
conclusion to their review. 

       The candidate wrongly writes 
the phrase ‘a part of’ as only two 
words.

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘appreciate’.

Total mark awarded =
13 out of 25

18

17

19

18

17

19

20

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 The candidate could have written more accurately, with fewer errors in spelling and grammar.
•	 The candidate could have further developed and given more detail on the ideas within each paragraph.
•	 The candidate could have provided a more detailed conclusion to their review.
•	 The candidate could have focused more on providing more effective comments and opinions on the introduction 

day at the school.

20
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

       The candidate uses the wrong 
tense by omitting the word ‘have’ 
before ‘always’.

       The candidate uses a comma 
when a full stop is required to 
separate two sentences.

       The candidate uses capital 
letters for effect.

       The candidate writes an 
incomplete sentence.

       The candidate provides a clear 
introductory sentence to the review.

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘arrived’.

       The candidate omits the article 
before ‘school logo’.

       The candidate wrongly adds 
an ‘s’ to the words ‘giving’ and  
‘information’.

8

6

7

5

4
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘first’.

       The candidate omits a full stop.

       The candidate uses capital 
letters for effect.

       The candidate uses a comma 
when a full stop is required to 
separate two sentences.

       There are very few paragraph 
breaks in the review. 

       There are words missing from 
this sentence.

       The candidate has wrongly 
inserted the word ‘for’. 

       The writing in this long 
sentence does not flow easily. 
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate uses a comma 
when a full stop is required to 
separate two sentences.

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘prefer’.

       The expression is quite basic 
and vocabulary is quite common.

       The candidate includes a 
conclusion to the review.

       There is a clear focus on the 
form demanded by the question.

Total mark awarded =
7 out of 25

1919

1818

1717

2020

21 21
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How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 The candidate could have written more accurately, with fewer errors in spelling and grammar.
•	 The candidate could have ensured that basic sentence punctuation was used correctly, with a full stop to mark the 

end of a sentence.
•	 The candidate could have structured their review more clearly in paragraphs.
•	 The candidate could have written with more variety of sentence structure, using more compound and complex 

sentences, while maintaining accuracy.
•	 The candidate could have used a wider range of language, with some less common lexis.

Common mistakes and guidance
•	 Candidates should understand the importance of writing in clear, properly punctuated English, with accurate 

sentence demarcation, to perform well in this exam.
•	 Candidates should ensure that they separate sentences with full stops rather than commas.
•	 Candidates should generally avoid writing in sentence fragments.
•	 	Candidates should proofread carefully, particularly for accurate sentence demarcation and for tense confusion/

inconsistency.
•	 Candidates who have difficulty with tense selection should focus on writing in one tense, preferably either the 

present tense or the simple past tense.
•	 Candidates should be aware of the need for clear paragraphing in their responses, including paragraphing for 

direct speech.
•	 Candidates should ensure that they write at least the stipulated minimum of 600 words.
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Question 4

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

       The candidate sets the email 
out in an authentic manner.

       The candidate provides a clear 
opening, stating the subject of the 
email concisely and clearly.

       The candidate follows this up 
with an overview of their opinion 
of the article, as stipulated in the 
question. 

       The candidate writes in a polite, 
formal tone.

       The email is clearly 
paragraphed, and each paragraph 
begins with a clear topic sentence.

       The candidate incorrectly uses 
a full stop instead of a comma.

       The candidate includes some 
complex structures.

1

2

1
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate includes 
some less common lexis, such as 
‘emergence’ and ‘disparity’.

       The candidate suggests ways 
in which the article could have been 
improved.

       The candidate expresses some 
points in a quite sophisticated 
manner and includes some complex 
structures.

       The candidate clearly signposts 
when they are going to make a new 
point.

       The candidate uses the same 
polite, formal style consistently 
throughout the email.
 
       The word ‘that’ is repeated 
unnecessarily.

Total mark awarded =
23 out of 25

9

8

9

8

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 The candidate could have incorporated a wider range of less common lexis.
•	 The candidate could have checked more carefully to ensure that the response was free from errors.

10
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12
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘editor’.

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘you’.

       There is a missing apostrophe 
in ‘people’s’.

       The candidate omits the word 
‘is’ after ‘it’.

       The candidate effectively draws 
on their own experience to make a 
point. 

4 4

2

3

2 3
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate organises the 
email clearly in paragraphs.

       The candidate uses some less 
common lexis.

       The candidate incorrectly uses 
a full stop instead of a comma.

       The candidate introduces 
the paragraph with a clear topic 
sentence.

       The candidate omits a comma 
after the word ‘technological’.

       There is a missing apostrophe 
in ‘it’s’.

7

8

7

8
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate writes an 
incomplete sentence and uses 
incorrect spelling of ‘perusal’.

       The candidate writes a clear 
concluding paragraph.

       The candidate concludes 
the email in an appropriate way, 
showing awareness of the form and 
audience.

Total mark awarded =
14 out of 25

13

12

14

13

12

14

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 The candidate could have written more accurately, with fewer errors in spelling and grammar.
•	 The candidate could have further developed their points and could have given more detail on the ideas within each 

paragraph.
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘quite’.

       There is a missing apostrophe 
in ‘wasn’t’.

       The punctuation of direct 
speech is incorrect.

       The candidate incorrectly adds 
the word ‘more’ to the word ‘easier’.

       There are more missing 
apostrophes throughout the 
response.

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘unfortunately’.

       Sentence punctuation is not 
secure.

       The candidate uses the wrong 
preposition before the phrase ‘the 
computer’.

       There are no paragraph breaks 
in the response. This affects the 
structure of the email. 

       The candidate’s writing does 
not flow easily.

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘their’.

       There are sentence 
demarcation errors throughout the 
response.

       The candidate’s writing does 
not flow easily.

       There are sentence 
demarcation errors.

       The candidate uses incorrect 
spelling of ‘shopper’.

       The response is notably 
short of the 600-word minimum 
requirement, at just over 400 words.

Total mark awarded =
7 out of 25
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How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 The candidate could have written more accurately, with fewer errors in spelling and grammar.
•	 The candidate could have ensured that basic sentence punctuation was used correctly, with a full stop to mark the 

end of a sentence.
•	 	The candidate could have structured their review clearly in paragraphs.
•	 The candidate could have written a minimum of 600 words.

Common mistakes and guidance
•	 Candidates should understand the importance of writing in clear, properly punctuated English, with accurate 

sentence demarcation, to perform well in this exam.
•	 Candidates should ensure that they separate sentences with full stops rather than commas.
•	 Candidates should generally avoid writing in sentence fragments.
•	 Candidates should proofread carefully, particularly for accurate sentence demarcation and for tense confusion/

inconsistency.
•	 Candidates should be aware of the need for clear paragraphing in their responses.
•	 Candidates should ensure that they write at least the stipulated minimum of 600 words.
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