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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS & A Level
English Language, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the
syllabus requirements. This document helps teachers to assess the standards required to achieve marks beyond the
guidance of the mark scheme.

In this booklet, candidate responses have been chosen from the June 2024 exam series to exemplify a range of
answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with examiner comments about where and why marks were awarded or
omitted. This is followed by comments on how the answer could be improved. There is also a list of common mistakes
and guidance for candidates for each question.

Please refer to the June 2024 Examiner Report for further details and guidance.

The question paper and mark scheme are available on the School Support Hub

9093 June 2024 Question Paper 11

9093 June 2024 Mark Scheme 11

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub



http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How to use this booklet

This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low level response for
each question. In the left-hand column are the candidate responses, and in the right-hand column are the examiner
comments.

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

0 This response shows

L@ ..S,_\_A,hf&_ec,?r._..i,,,,‘(a,,c)m,g\i.‘) n of plastic_waste in the environment. characteristic conventions of an
o - - email. There is clear recognition
Dear_ Raco & of purpose.

L hoge twis emal Finds sou well. T am wribing ko you,|
o in e hope of urging you o pleage reduce, the am.omnt
0f _glastic waske you ogz. Conbribubing to the environment.,
A _ompany_along with 0URES ace one of Lhe mam
obbulecg ko e tannes of plastic ,,,\&C&S.’Yg‘._;\nﬁur,Qb&y.qr\é\_,

ik i oLQ.'mﬁ..._mQra hosm Paoa %ooal  _our enviconment, | o There is specific focus on
the purpose of the email.

e A formal salutation which
names a large company. This is
followed by a formal opening to
the email.

~Mou see,, plastic doesntt only haem the enviro nment , but
o alsy Mos o cegodive Tmpact on human_health and |
e —Nch affecds ™~
Responses are written by real candidates in : Examiner comments explain
exam conditions, demonstrating the types of answers where and why marks were -
for each level. These could be used to discuss and awarded. These help to interpret
analyse the answers with learners in the classroom to the standard of Cambridge
improve their skills. exams to help learners
refine their exam technique.

How the candidate could improve their answer
(a)

+ The candidate showed detailed understanding, effective expression and development.

+ The candidate could have used more of the details in the given text to support their argument, such as the use
of statistics or credible sources and the effects of plastic waste. They could also have incorporated specific
information on the impact on the earth of failing to act.

+ The inclusion of a range of actions that the company coul
the company. The candidate could have drawn on materi
pieces after manufacturing’ were related to plastic waste.

This section explains how the candidate
could improve each response. It helps learners to
improve their exam technique.

Common mistakes and guidance

« Stronger responses to Question 1(a) employed some key conventions of the form, including an email address
line and a subject line and an appropriate salutation and valediction (To . . . , Dear Sir/Madam/Dear John Doe and
Yours sincerely/Yours faithfully). These paid careful attention to the audience and the context of the piece, adopting
an appropriate, formal register and a respectful but insistent tone.

+ Candidates, most often, adopted a combination of first and second person: setting out their personal experiences
of plastic waste and the nature of their concerns in first pe i '

in second person and/or first-person plural. The most eff This section lists common mistakes as well
declarative, interrogative and imperative. They made e as helpful guidance from the examiner. This will
advising the company about the negative effects of plas help your learners to avoid these mistakes. You
presenting possible solutions without making demands can use this alongside the relevant Examiner

with both ‘problem’ and ‘solution’ content addressed. Report to guide your learners.
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

)
D&afﬂaco,g

) 5\:\\:3%* L e ducAion of plastic. waste in the environment.

T hope Bais emarl finds you wel. T am cotibing o you,
in_the hope of urging yau bo pleage reduce. bhe oum unl
0% _glastic_wase. gou owe Gonbributing o the environment, |

ﬁg_m:,,,,,%mpmg_a\m._.._mx,\){\,, ouREr We one 0f b Lmaan

conbfibutocs ko e kanms of olastic waste invue Qbﬁ..am&

- Yl_g\exasﬂer,e., p\as%wd\oﬂsn”wnl haem b _envivonment  but

it alse hoas o negoive impact on human_kealbh ond

_|eomes with M..m.’wé—ma\:j; heo,wq;emnam_Lc....Qo.&t___w},\mh_..ox{c‘.{feﬂsﬂ

U maalt_add, B0stecks wld USe Yoo b 1\, c)ms\fq\éﬁ v

regions dagending on tourism Foc ecomomic gowih, Bnd 1S |

nour ) \orkoks, o

|waste, as_von are a Dampow.\ﬁamb\mkwm\;ﬁs,\a,,,iv,\cm,e.qmpe,s Plasiic

Mow ™ %\!}i be wo ndxumg Noowd__bou_oan_ veduce. Yous Q\aﬁc\c.

LA manuSatiuring . Wall YoM _can jora fosces wsith Nis imon
on _bhe _olobal Sreaty Yo end Production of Nicghn dlastic, Or you

. 2 afxer ononoSolicing - Ry
con. ,,,[E',:M,S?4_,....’f)!&l«‘,,,,,s\@OsKEA,_..?),W&SJ’,‘_, NG m&_,o%. e f\f\mis o into. |

|waske.

o comiicabions 08 your conribution A land. polt w50 oed |

Rs ‘ 7(',0{\(?&(.\'.\?)\;, Pas UV\OQ\; \\k"‘é‘\% U“Q&"‘Q{\Q&"'ao“"po’n&qwN

ek (onsider boawin 9 oXion ..in...m&w&n%:_,...%:‘.mﬁmo_mﬁ_,0.?.__ ]
) d You
\Q\cx\sh ¢ \nms\g,]:,,,pmﬁmuél :

\{0\2{‘ §.,,”_...,S,i\,c\ka,‘(‘,Z:\\)\\X X e e e ]

Mice

“ This response shows
characteristic conventions of an
email. There is clear recognition of
purpose.

e A formal salutation which
names a large company. This is
followed by a formal opening to the
email.

0 There is specific focus on the
purpose of the email.

a There is an indication of the
effect of plastic waste.

e The candidate uses their own
words to incorporate negative
impact from the given text, i.e. on
humans, the economy and wildlife.

6 The candidate uses effective
expression and complex sentence
structure.

0 This shows recognition of the
large company’s business and
incorporates the context.

e The candidate proposes actions
specific to the large company.

e The call to action stresses the
importance of timely action.

@ Formal sign off is a
characteristic feature of the given
task.

Mark for AO1 =4 out of 5
Mark for AO2 = 4 out of 5

Mark for (a) = 8 out of 10
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

A1 Tt Ais o newtpaper ackicie about oollubion gendh cimed
- m,mk.,,g._gw\a&ég_au&mu wlorming  Yeem op the global 0 The opening paragraph takes
I b{eq’rn,,,_,bun%_ i oduced X0, _,,e,x\,c)\,,,,,,,,ﬂ&__p.:((?g\mgﬁgl,\,_Qf.,,.,ﬂi!@i,ﬂ,yl%lﬁ a themed approach and compares
as \UQ,\\ AS ;Ag()fM U«Q\M on ‘Bv\g-,_f)t\sl'l\’ﬂﬁ Nﬂ'\(h\f&m\ﬁjcatlol“s fOI'TT.]: aUdIence’ purpose and pOlnt
of_plastic waste, Ted® however is an email bo a latge | of view.

cmpany with Ue purpdse 0f ur ‘“Osgﬁ%ﬂ"\%gﬂ;‘&\uw%(
_________ _,,,,_v,,-,,,,,_,,p]‘@\e,frig.,.«wg;stz-TQXf A _employs the use of Rrd person.
Qoint _of _vitw, vag m§w\ Hf_\.s.___of,__,fz@faa raphs, stotishical infor-)
matin_and more To RTFM the puepose of writing wlefeas
text & emplays direck address Ast peson point of view, |
cmo’ﬁJci,,,&,%am,&@__gnclﬂ more_to_fulPill te pucpose of
\L)‘(i'h‘(\% . .

,,,,,,, o \Aﬂr@r\jﬁm’\ A Q)M‘b\\b%& e use of the did petson
point 0F view so os to_present Pacts and informabion.
) trom__an_oulsiders_point of Mew as Gince 1t ig v |
,,,,, w@&_‘)m@g_xz,_gdi_kz-!&.\ﬂ‘_.V,\_,Q_,ﬁbfm...x)ﬁwbioLS o puswo\\ opini@ v\@
_|orperspective _can be presented. Freinst However, any
Porm 0% Ofinian 0¢ viewpoind of the Suieck is gresented
n_guoies £or nsk om(;f.,‘G&.ﬂﬂm,fg.v:‘._p.re_y_mﬁf,\%...plaéi!f.&_.,,,.A
oollubio n 3,5,,,&0,&.%_,.@as*f*+h—x—;wﬁrrr§kan is_presented in |
guoles _as Yhe writer quotes o S96EET IS, This_eslolliges
Ureda\plh’fd s—wellas omcenhag—nbias s as it
@f&se/n*s an_expect r)(\?\U,Lj_..ﬁ_,f\_,m_\&:i.\}:\.!.\_ﬁw,\étﬁ_.(2&!\ u form 0% biag
. Reom e, w\“\htrl&)\\%(}h\)f\f&“’/t\@\“kﬂmdMS&S4&1' @ The candidate provides
pecson point OF view ‘o express. p@ris.ona\,,,o{li\/\,i.on_..,ﬂnﬁ,,,,,,‘b\/.‘?z..._ comparative analysis of points of
Mm*\af,_,bi?ig&;&m.v.\_.iif_wizxsiaz,\u, he plrases G | midht add| | view.

1vatfecks wildlle too” andh € Windl 4 as Yok YU _pondex

e camblicotions. — ’_ps usam_‘_owh’..cs’.t...pe,mo‘n\s,iﬂ.%z\,\\;g\! ]
! i L. .
@" Prooun. i bo_express my ognion bn what | ; %\_ﬁ;a)o:o_\ﬁi @ The candidate takes a
m,\iv\‘ggwﬂav\é\ Whaok_ ol d_be done ba &\og it s 18 reflective approach which leads to
..... because b 1o ox_,_\JMQSQQQ\&-N@@O\%Qﬁ‘DM‘M__'*I_Qv»,Pﬂé\AU\SM_"_ description.
Dett_vo Sgavk hange Wit AN oy 0pinion (pnd ve |

@ The candidate shows
awareness of point of view and the
effect of using third person. There is
a quotation to support the comment.




Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

WlpRal in adnising them on whel o do 4o Spark Hhis
chonge e cefore RN oo e purgose of wiikiag.

Joe paransaghs  with Yhe shorter_ pacageaphs Uhlsed

bo_QroseR . Key iefarmodon gund e \onger paragraphs..

(S <
o_condense 1deas 01 adegpraiely exfess an ideo

uwse

ia dnoricode dekeal. So

ghrucdate e text A 6 b\\e\O\k\\@\zpmf\*s\)\mﬂ*eAm\«\d«

\\)\&‘x\_\é_&‘_\/\* A ooals 1 oee. oot - being the golutions

o dashic woste and_the mavn cols Ho,mf.b.he,.. Q}oba.\.&fegyv,

M.e_ _SFand_puL. to_the fec\é&,{,s Wik dFecfw?,\Q;g\)!Q&
e Yhe wmoin saformation of Yo Wrde Yext, ST hing

Anothet asgect of Y ()

e pwrpese of w@&aﬁ wﬂr\\}w\% .T‘Q‘I\’t B \Aowwte,r,,,is,s{m(‘ﬁ{(f
ed e Yo §c,o,,\x__,.0,cc)£" A N Ko S (}N&dmﬁg\\ bein 3 -

o inhoduchion of the speechs explaiain e ceason for?

wiiting e Szcond Qovagraph stobing  sdubi0ns and |
Qe CaoAinas ok can e kolen Yo redtice Al omennt

—Job_woste ond Hnally B \ast __.qzq_va@fxp\ﬂ which

pondmdes Yo ool Yy SuMmavisiag Be masn points of

. \ J .
Hla email and_ Mmoot Saal emadd® . Was move s |

W g

fb_eosiex bo_Solow, giving Y Yeadec a_desfer and
hoares undesskandi s gb\w Mow'aMescage Wik

Meils R guegase. ok riking.

Voaver, Text 8 empoysd Ake use of crotive lag)
e 90 @ém;?ﬂwcmie Yo Fewm?ou\"}ove,oQu&JG‘»ﬁr

B j\j_g: wasle. Yot \nstance O Q\\ms 2s5_“has_a_ngocnve
__limpact 0n_human Lea\.,,\“"),, GRReks wild\ufe Yoo ag W AosBous

Wi e nodural Wolted! and i Aoin% more, harm Yhan |
good o Tus_ enviconrent’ w caQoe\ W Ve

|otokions ot Ye teader 06 Wt dvows Bem the neqox\we
jeFechs Ynal M{S\Acme, on. souf,@;’%_ ‘*X'\I_D_.\A%\/_\.v,\}vﬁ«:\){.._\), NS

@ The candidate identifies
relevant features of structure; there
is a comment on the effect of length
of paragraph(s) and use of bullet
points.

@ The candidate provides a
successful comparative analysis,
although there are no specific
references.

0 The candidate selects
examples of language choices and
how they relate to audience.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

waste ond i, will Spark them to maie dhange as they |
will be_empathedic as o tesult ob Yhe emaive (o U\m@e:/
Blerefore. Rpliag Ve purpsse of weikiag . Toct Al on e
other hand dars s in o diffetert Wou, \nstead of usig
. ~®.ﬂQQ\MO.‘J}:S,,RD._C_AQA".\,&)‘QXS)A%?\,,__.QQQEAL\;‘.‘ﬂ&“mﬁ?&gX.,_}NS@S,A&SJ\OI‘];SI}J\E:S_,, comparative analysis of language
ot show e effeds of Qasic golubon. Yot esample., || o i'e oo S Comment
lw@»\‘-{»}QQ‘--»‘7-‘---»3?0~~~°f~—w—(74‘7’m-@»‘i-”l-"< plastic. wosle ends uwp.in the -, | on the effect of this writer’s choices.
OQO,Q\V,\,SLJQ\Q&“Q prom_Possil ?\A-i’«\s_,__,QQAs_&_v"L@,,,,,kO.:,\fb?f,e__o.’{__.go\\:_,\go,n,_\Q‘\;%ﬁ
ond ‘% bilion tonns N A‘)\_aﬁ%‘if:.,_z\c\a_s,b‘f—,ﬂ\. \OLOO\QQQA))‘\A»SQ‘_N
phrases prsent hard facks and. stahshies whicl establich
Ble credibility of the AJ\/.\{’.\..Q!‘(,")Q\E\@’L0.\}5.._,.._!2;1\6&\_.,.05,,,@!’,\,..:C_MDU.,O_J\@S
appea) oS people (age. oloout Yre ambremedt and it will
Spark _change, in Yy hapits of wosle avd golwhon,
_[Prarefore %\)\ﬁ“fﬂﬁr Bl pupoge of wﬂ"fil’\g*

@ The candidate provides

Tortermore T, B m_@}g%s e use o} dureck addrzss
as A s on opal\_addiessed 10 o eompanu. Te Mrech
ladduess Was admeved by T mse of kzhg.ae,oonc)g_,pexsq!\m
Pronowm n ‘yow” enployed in Hhe ghroges YWm writiag o 40
(plashc waste Cjo,u afe nhib_uhfl,\_g. .'f,_f&nysi,,@m pany ?.,Andg__‘@.w_
can reuse 03 ...", These p\r\fmes 2nole e reades to |
_|petsonalise the Message and with it bfqv\g obat_pollution
fee) Wke Wiy demsdoes ace cantribuling Lok, inspiring
theon %o spark change by vecludng te amount of waste |
,,,,,,,,, @ Ful Filling ,,,,bh&hp,,\,}mpﬂ&e...o.fmm:rj,b‘l",n,. ,Td\r A however femeins | @ The candidate gives detailed
ohjective_and_direct by_only ustng-3rd_pecson pronouns comparative analysis of address
and wribing. FTOM an Om\sig@:‘:si,,‘pmr\% 0f view. As it is and point of view, well supported by
A news_oide W has %0 @moin fackual and gbjeckive | | examples and comments on effects
,,,,,,, bad doesa’t esabes uhiWce dicech addess it however | | achieved.
Stodes the solutisns Yarough the cloims 0f Yhe glohal
i ooty which the audience Can tane as direct acldvesc
,,,,,,,,, - Hor Vexam ?,\e_____.th,_,glqms& (edack o woridwide clsan-up |
of p\asiic,,,,mqstg,,f ,,,,,,,,, Feens o aal\-Yo-ackion in the

,,,,, laobal \szo\“\g;\o&&mm\ which e veadesS can rspond
?p as.. thou, )A.,kz}gw\\ﬁ_,,a\{e(__ Yern ‘..&\.c,eéé}_‘_,...&e\\\eo\ Yo ackion

. |though it difes no¥ use the ,ecm,ao\«é%m_mh_}, 1w, |
Mwis aives. teem_intotmabion alosab e brea as well

as_pexsuading them bo make chanae, thereFore fulfilling

. s Mark for AO1 = 4 out of 5
She-. PALROSe of WIEHLAY. Mark for AO2 = 8 out of 10

In_conchmsis vx\\: ﬁj\'\l\‘_M)?K_@.__..(,f,‘?bd\;_\lbl;._. _uhUsed Beevy | | Mark for (b) = 12 out of 15
Sroucdace ond langunage 1o Rzl e QwrpoSe oF WeiNAg

in_ Yelabion Y0 the Tora of texbt O,s_)n_c)\_‘__n_{g\jﬂ-(jk_‘_g_\y_\d,_:\__&t\_@_ Total mark awarded =
20 out of 25
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How the candidate could improve their answer
(a)

» The candidate showed detailed understanding, effective expression and development.

» The candidate could have used more of the details in the given text to support their argument, such as the use
of statistics or credible sources and the effects of plastic waste. They could also have incorporated specific
information on the impact on the earth of failing to act.

+ The inclusion of a range of actions that the company could take would have strengthened the email’'s approach to

the company. The candidate could have drawn on material from lines 45 to 49. It was not clear whether the ‘spare
pieces after manufacturing’ were related to plastic waste.

(b)
» The candidate took a topical, integrated approach for their response which is to be encouraged.
» There was some clear identification of characteristic features of both an article and an email. However, when

textual evidence was selected, the candidate did not always explain how those choices shaped the meaning of the
text.

+ There was some use of precise language to link comments with evidence (direct address, second person pronoun);
further use of critical terminology would strengthen a response.

+ The candidate would be advised to avoid adopting a reflective commentary approach when analysing their own
writing; this leads to a descriptive approach.

+ The candidate could have noted that the newspaper article about plastic pollution was an article partly based on
a ‘special report in the journal Science’. This would have enabled them to draw a clear distinction between the
journalist/reporter and the editor of Science or the scientists involved in writing the previously published Science
report.

10
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

)| R0 Wham ik MXQ\;__‘Lmemmw

~From. Sophia_ Pekersen ]

1 Hello there | gm witing ¥aig emoil Yo |
_,.odc\r,_ess.‘._,.s,omm,,_.s,\‘%n\ﬁmn_*c‘._i,s,sue,,s,,, Obouk_nt._wesie.
b 0ur_community. - ReCRARY, 50mMe 0w pRighbors

and_ 1 \nove. wiknessed tressends billons. _oﬁ.P\,egzswo&,

AU Sreeer ke o hrocane. nod
_ ‘._mme,.\)ﬂm\l%hﬂom__&omn The. aounts |

Lok Yder we. find,, wiva m{_‘_\_(z,\\o6\.__..,&&_.mmd..:_.bmminé,o

It is very_understandasle Wy 80 much of tros
from your buillding is.oreoked. it is NOT_aueproble

100 oW udn o 18 found eAsewshere. T NG WOSKe

NoS_creored  somewnor of _an 0dor around Yae |

""" —{plosic 1oyng on

[Findung o w0y o i nomes. 1 1S Yorally T
- OKoy E_¥ais s 00 occioend BUF dry harder,

LK, 05 WAL Hiny TiHe. triters oS Small o8 ] 05

tox VOUC TOWN.

1000 \_Hoougjnk_of_some. oy s™ to help. o pleose.
isven. 10 Saivk, invest in reoycl
~[youc_#ews can 0% Sored.n _.\_f.ow.m.bu\_\dimf?:\\r\akmd
1of WHO0SH | it flyino, Yo. Ours.. Dm,,_m,g\

Lrenes on YOU_ Yo e x deon and safe. PiRose |

Ao, 08 a team, my el oornood_fona D)

B

bins. TS way., |

o nood

éé :3%\3,@6 grsp___,mnq&,.wg ..;&m;“.v_.cmd _Qive ,__bac\s_.,_m_x;oww,u___

s. Hapey. ,,Q\egnxn,\ng) (AR ;

0 This response shows
characteristic conventions of an
email. The salutation adopts an
appropriate, formal tone; there is
also a formal sign off beginning
‘From’.

e The candidate gives a subject
line which clearly reflects the
purpose of the email.

o The word choice ‘significant’
shows the enormity and importance
of the problem.

o The context for the email is set
but there is a drift in focus from the
set task.

6 There is a focus on trash in
general rather than plastic waste.

e The candidate uses an
appropriate urging tone.

0 The candidate offers a
suggestion for action and the focus
of the communication shifts back to
the given audience.

e The candidate uses
exclamation marks which is not
appropriate for the given audience;
there is a spelling error.

Mark for AO1 = 3 out of 5
Mark for AO2 = 3 out of 5

Mark for (a) = 6 out of 10

11
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

1o _beain, the _._E&)rxg?&hc original Aexk was_al
A8 NEWSFOPRC_arkde. T Purpose._of Fhis foren is 1o

informn._ofers on e prodiems.surounding. 1he. author
Proves s puretse in porogroph 9. it Svares “Eaon)

Neor, D 1. 0F Wondwide PoSHCE™ wosk. fnds p |
e oeons;, i 1OW_¥hok amounred X0 doot &

0 Yonnes. oF plostic.” Ts proves that Hhe auteoc.

[ N0s_informing oy ,A,mm,\)d\r_\g__&ggm__onc\,, ,,.em),co&snf)_____._.._

e, TR0RXS on - OUF WONAS_ ssues. Simalary, 10|

e Shaok piece. e form waos.on ool TS A
SonilorDRCALSE. e purpose,. of oy RmaiL Wos 10

B850 1form., NOwRNEL 08 G50 PULPOIEE WAS. OISO O
persuode X readers. ks Uproved in povogropn 4

early on, L om wriking this emaoil 10 0ddress  some.
s:x%n}&i.oc\nh..\ss\)b& L ANIS can snow Yhat the

| pUCpOse. NS Ao wofuem Yae, Rader of LulTent: bR

Ok pxsuade. e yeoder Yo £iX k. In Yne neshspoper
1OHOR, X, auANCe. NS For QN IYONMRNTONSYS,

- jcores_for our eorh. RoweNRr s is Yery different

FRRN00PNS WO URET , (NA 9ENErally anyore Wao.—

Fromy oy XXt beeoust 1y OUARNR. WOS 0 \0N0E.

| compony wno_produces. K. woste. Quoring . fom
Wy firek parooapl, “The, omounks. of \ikex we find,

.,mL(%v_\.‘...y.oxx_..xgb%\.__'on,_;\,}:? This -Snoss 1. O Speaking, |

S A L (VI W4 V. Sr,o,u_\cz‘_,oé people-

FOC_BIOCHUNR, ¥R ONMONNO) OrHOR Wes WOk |

fromn problem Y0 s0lHON. TR OUYNOY DRIMN Fneir |
o SpRokno_on Yow bod Xnis_issueis, ond

ended on Yow. Yo Fix iy The £irsy senvonce of the

oAl C\f\-ic_\&.A‘,S..XC\R,S.,‘,,,'LA.M.bf\ndf\na,%lQbQ.L;\’fC&Qt\/,_\&#
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e The candidate takes a
topical approach to the selection
of elements; their response is
structured around form, structure
and language.

@ The candidate clearly identifies
the purpose of the article with a
supporting reference from the text.

0 The candidate compares

the purpose of the two texts and
recognises the secondary purpose
of the email.

@ The candidate takes a themed
comparative approach; here, the
respective audiences are compared
and references to support
comments given.

@ The candidate gives a clear
overview of the structure of each
text with examples.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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@ The candidate makes an
appropriate selection but does not
show how these word choices and
punctuation shape meaning or how
they relate to the audience.

@ The candidate offers a general
comment as analysis.

@ The candidate identifies use of
formal language as a characteristic
feature, but the comment is not
developed, and statistics are used
as support.

@ The effect of general stylistic
choice (rather than specific
examples) is given.

@ Here, the candidate offers
some clear analysis of how stylistic
choices shape meaning.

@ There is emerging use of
critical terminology.

Mark for AO1 = 3 out of 5
Mark for AO3 = 5 out of 10

Mark for (b) = 8 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
14 out of 25
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How the candidate could improve their answer
(a)

» The focus of the text could have been improved by making sure that content was clearly relevant to the purpose
of the directed writing, i.e. urging a large company to take action to reduce their plastic waste. This response
assumes the focus is waste in general.

» The candidate could have used more of the given text to support their argument, such as the use of statistics or
credible sources and the effects of plastic waste. They could also have focused on the impact on the earth of failing
to act.

» The inclusion of more actions that the company could have taken would have strengthened the approach to the
company.

» As the purpose of the email was to urge the company to act, the use of declarative, interrogative or imperative
would have been appropriate.

+ There are a few examples where expressions did not flow easily; proofreading to identify anomalies would be
beneficial.

+ The candidate took a topical, integrated approach for their response which is to be encouraged.

» There was some clear identification of characteristic features of both an article and an email. However, when
textual evidence was selected, the candidate did not explain how those choices shaped the meaning of the text.
More precise explanations would have strengthened the response, rather than use of phrases such as ‘long
sentences . . . to get their point across’.

» There was some use of precise language to link comments with evidence (onomatopoeia); further use of critical
terminology would have strengthened the response.

* Precision should have been used with analytical comments.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Examiner comments

c This response shows the
characteristic conventions of an
email. The salutation adopts an
appropriate, formal tone, ‘Dear
Company X'

o There are spelling and
grammatical errors in this sentence.

0 Specific detailed content from
the given text would strengthen this
observation.

o There is an incorrect use of
tense.

e The candidate shows
understanding of purpose.

e This is an abrupt sign off.

Mark for AO1 =2 out of 5
Mark for AO2 = 2 out of 5

Mark for (a) = 4 out of 10
o The candidate provides a basic,
general comment on one of the

texts.

e The candidate identifies the
different target audiences.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — low, continued
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Examiner comments

0 The candidate does not identify
the main idea and aim.

@ This is an incorrect use of
simile.

0 The candidate gives a specific
example of the writer’s specific
stylistic choice, followed by a
general comment.

@ The candidate identifies a
characteristic feature of an article,
i.e. the use of statistics. There is a
general comment ‘take it seriously’
on its effect.

@ Although the example is not

given and the precise terminology
not used, there is reference to the
use of a rhetorical question. There
is a general comment about effect.

Mark for AO1 =2 out of 5
Mark for AO3 = 3 out of 10

Mark for (b) = 5 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
9 out of 25
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How the candidate could improve their answer
(a)

» The candidate could have used more of the given text to support their argument, such as the use of statistics or
credible sources and the effects of plastic waste. They could also have focused on the negative effects of plastic
pollution and the impact on the earth of failing to act.

» The response did not mention plastic waste until the end of the email. The focus is on plastic and its uses in
general.

+ The inclusion of more actions that the company could have taken would have strengthened the approach to the
company. The candidate could have drawn on material from lines 45 to 49.

» As the purpose of the email was to urge the company to take action, the use of declarative, interrogative or
imperative would have been appropriate.

» There were frequent examples where expressions did not flow easily; there were spelling and grammatical errors.
Proofreading to identify anomalies would be beneficial.

* A more formal sign off would have strengthened the response.

+ The candidate sometimes took a topical, integrated approach for their response which is to be encouraged.

* There was some clear identification of characteristic features of both an article and an email. However, when
textual evidence was selected, the candidate did not always explain how those choices shaped the meaning of
the text. More precise explanations would have strengthened the response, rather than use of phrases such as ‘It
makes the article stronger.” and ‘. . . to make a relationship between the reader and writer more comfortable . . .’

» There was some use of precise language to link comments with evidence, but this was not always correct (simile);
further use of critical terminology would have strengthened the response.

» The response was focused on the given text, rather than treating their email as of equal importance as the article.
* The response would have benefited from further supporting evidence in their comparison.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Common mistakes and guidance

Stronger responses to Q1(a) employed some key conventions of the form, including an email address line and
a subject line and an appropriate salutation and valediction (To . . ., Dear Sir/Madam/Dear John Doe and Yours
sincerely/Yours faithfully). These paid careful attention to the audience and the context of the piece, adopting an
appropriate, formal register and a respectful but insistent tone.

Candidates, most often, adopted a combination of first and second person: setting out their personal experiences
of plastic waste and the nature of their concerns in first person and their demands for the company to take action in
second person and/or first-person plural. The most effective pieces employed a range of moods in their responses:
declarative, interrogative and imperative. They made effective use of encouraging, motivational tones of voice —
advising the company about the negative effects of plastic pollution though not lecturing in a hectoring manner,
presenting possible solutions without making demands about their adoption and managing a balanced approach
with both ‘problem’ and ‘solution’ content addressed.

Weaker responses often simply listed pieces of information presented in the article without much attempt to shape
it to the requirements of the task especially regarding form, purpose and register. Many of these weaker responses
focused extensively on the content concerning the impact of plastic waste on the environment and human health
and often did not address solutions at all or did so very sparingly.

Many weaker responses offered a summary of the extract, drifted from the focus of the question and original text or
quoted large amounts from the original text in their directed writing which was rarely justified.

Candidates would benefit from having a firm ability to employ appropriate devices to argue, persuade and create
different effects, for example, a sense of danger or urgency. Some candidates, for example, instead of ‘urging’
the recipients of their communication (as required by the question) to change their ways, used insulting and
threatening language.

To do well in Q1(b), candidates need to analyse form structure and language and to directly compare different
approaches and features in the two texts available to them, i.e. the text given and the one they have just created.
A topical, integrated approach is more effective for this type of comparative task rather than dealing with each text
separately. Where textual evidence is selected, candidates should remember to offer clear analysis of how the
writer’s choices of form, structure and language are related to audience and shape meaning.

Many responses lacked supporting evidence in their comparisons. It is advised that candidates focus on the
difference in formality, tone and registers, and collaborate language with form and structure to have a more robust
response in terms of their analysis.

Generally, stronger responses include appropriate and accurate critical terminology to link their evidence and
explanatory comments on the effects created by the writers of the original passage and directed response.

Stronger responses showed a clear distinction between an email and its conventions and the conventions of a
newspaper article; these responses regarded the extract and their own leaflet as of equal status and commented
on both extensively. Such responses also offered a considerable amount of detail to illustrate points, showing a
strong grasp of each feature and detail selected, and how each related to audience and shaped meaning. More
successful responses did not take a reflective commentary approach when analysing their own writing, which is
a requirement of Paper 2. The strongest responses noted that the newspaper article about plastic pollution was
an article partly based on a ‘special report in the journal Science’, and these were able to draw a clear distinction
between the journalist/reporter and the editor of Science or the scientists involved in writing the previously
published Science report.

Comparative points in limited responses were often straightforward with little attempt to provide evidence from
each text or to analyse the features identified. These responses were often brief, focused more, and occasionally
entirely, on the extract, rather than on their own Directed Writing, and tended to summarise content rather than
analyse comparatively with few or no supporting examples from the texts. They were often very general, showing
little awareness of how writers’ stylistic choices relate to audience and shape meaning. Some candidates mainly
listed the conventions of writing associated with the genres; and merely pointed out the variety of sentence types or
length of paragraphs without any reference to effect.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Question 2

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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0 The candidate identifies the
audience.

o Identification of purpose.

The candidate gives a developed
comment about how the purpose is
achieved.

o The candidate shows a detailed
understanding of stylistic choices.
There is an example from the text to
show how the word choices shape
meaning, and the explanatory
comment is detailed.

The candidate makes reference
to the ‘friendly, casual tone’ which
is a characteristic feature of this
type of article. There is an example
of how the informal register is
achieved; the use of effective
language, ‘noun’, links the comment
with the evidence.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How the candidate could improve their answer

The candidate offered developed comments which were coherent and grouped around language form and
structure.

Greater use of critical terminology would have strengthened the response.

A more detailed awareness of the writer’s stylistic choices with appropriate evidence from the text would have
strengthened the response.

The response could have considered a wider range of language use for analysis: the conventional language of
praise, language suggesting quiet and calm, references to the age of the area and references to the sense of
legendary.
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments
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Slignty nacafive in._nafuce , and. Nigniy . descaprive.
_The_0ehUets_nacanve _Stye. Steas Fgm s use of .
unronoogy- Bt recounts _the  liking touc From_beginomg |

to_end, . Using_hae (nanecs e " e next day'. and
ot the end of ouc frip." By deing.So, tne. reqdec Feel

inmersed _in the.desciprions and are_adie o imagine. .
a__hmetine. ob the tour. Additunally., e  Stuctuce ..

_reads Conversationaly. ecause of the Use. of conincions

e, " 'S sust~" that (oould typically _exist. in_dmman. |

“ The candidate identifies the
article’s purpose.

e The candidate shows clear
awareness of secondary purpose
and how this relates to audience.

9 The candidate identifies the
audience.

O The candidate identifies
characteristic features of travel
writing, though this is not
exemplified.

e The candidate uses technical
language and time markers here,
with examples.

e The candidate makes a
creditable point about tone,
although the comment is not about
structure.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

| Spean.. The _readers. feel . persanaily.conected_to_fhis. ]
StiuctUral. choice,  Addiowledging +hat_the duthor is 4|
pesson_just. ke them and. FPuds the Same. Cacitenent ...
in_fravel as they do. _Howevec, _the authoc.tends. to wicite. |
with Sop,his_nw_,n'_q_r_l_,____a,5,_,,.m,eu,,«___majte(ﬁ,_ﬂlgude,scmmng_._.
OSCWS and_thecefore creaning a_wiimsical and___ | eThe candidate comments on
Mystical _Atmosphere.that I cannat guite put mro | | the writer's stylistic choices. The
|- Words._The__arfiie's_big_and _tong. . paragraphs._are Ig”t?]vev'gge%?f?;rzﬁgitcizes not relate
wsed_to_extend. the. reading_length o€ the_articie. ot P '

5€:.. Tough..achtes. Are. typically. short-_..___...
L land (—hxs One_is, T_beweve that_the. lengrh of the _
10. _pamgenpns_tnaves _tne. nivting. touc _feeilonger than @ The candidate makes a general
Hhe_cestmints_of_the_genre allua, and _enhances_its. | | Comment aboutthe length of
: 9 £ a3 paragraphs.
ipact_on_the readec. to.a._personal_level.

The_ achicle. s written_in_the_past tense, as its
Areeeeend QUEPOSR IS FRCOUNIING...AN._event in_the. past, and.in ..
foe_Pirst_person,. to_inuease. #s._personaliy. and @)

_potentialconnecrion. 10, the. _readecs. This _First Person,,, }
s plucol . fhaugn. the_Usoge of el and. "us’,
the repders._understand _the. Group ard—+_on_the
hilaing_touc. and._theic Connectien_.to. the Snared... |
| Rvents they Yave expenienced. togetner. The readec ...
May._ Feel _a._ Sense of _incusion. and__pecegps. lmag.nc
the scenes io_tnei_head, .creating a_group_.of.
thoradtecs _exglunng. Tiaiy. ond.. peconing. smmersed
together. TS s aNoter _e@ect of e . narm’nve—,_,__ -
esgque. Styic of the Wafing. Addifiondiy. . the Adfnor.
1 @ ..v.......tS_m._VCKg,,,,.,._woCdg..,,,__us_,lmq._,_ﬂ,__.,,,VQC!.Cﬁj«,Q\L,_\..._‘dﬁ.SCBthIS._.‘._i‘O......_.._,,__A., @ Use of critical terminology
Ceeate.. icndgeay AL is Visual and dyditory. “Fossits, | | would strengthen this comment.
e SNEW. .ihe..._EQs\.jtpamS.,,.,,‘.‘,_:amd,_,,,‘,‘,, out Boc_Dirdsong.and.. |
the odd._distor denviey oy are_exanpies of @ | @) The candidate offers a general
i} ,_PmaSc,S,,,,,’rhat....‘.“_jmmex se._the gender ANd._ (reofe_o. mO\/i(19 comment on effect.

- Plaute. accompacied by o soundiracs in ther pegds.

0 The candidate correctly
identifies a point of view and how
this relates to the reader.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

—-Addimonaily . breely . the_reader’s. tastebuds_are @
| achvated. with__descriprons. of Food _lite "glives stuffed |
_ | i _three types.of eat® and “some fiscottiand ting.
| (hacoates.” The aufhor's. pucpose. is. Conbndousiy ...

__Putitied ,W..‘.:.Fh,.._,lmmef‘ii%aﬁd_w mtﬁgwn 9. JNUUSIONS.. ... ]

From__+neic trip.-

_ | Siniarty..,._ofhec. Synfax..choices induded many...
| veros i the past tense, lile " Srod".and Slipped”,

05" beauticul ! ...and,,,__'i_,_éi.(en_ﬂ,ld,n.__f,'..__R_e,a.d.ecs arte _adle to
_comprehend e duthor's acfions A5 Well.as. ..
_understand. the .pos_s'vﬁy:tg.ﬂ..ﬂandf —beauty_that maies...
| —up_ Traigs  Cuiture_and geogaphy... Posively .
| connotred . (words _Lifke "delicious” and_ " elepant ease”.
|-paint o picure 00 _feader'> head, Onedependent ..
___________________________ ~ON._0Ne's 0w inferprefation. and.. Understandi 09g-...
or _wnat s "Yeauntul” _or telegant.” Therefie,
__leadh _reader will_be OFfecred..ditferentty by these.
|- hoices deliberately. Lonaf..als0. can.be inored.is.
| the _duthers use of mmrxcaigl/ucsﬂonsm Express. 0
Yaeir

ond adj.ecﬁvea_.._.__’rha,t__._...cr,ea_’rc..__.__y.,r,s_ua.1§__,,_,o,c..._,_a,oumd_ai,_,_,s,um...@

thoughis _pshile _hilding .. E6C_ eaample,, by

|- Oeing. How _{80g had .. tinis view.recagined_ANchanged?”, |
__|.The readec is.. Forced to_pondec what the Authoc. ..
__|.once _consideced in_ the (Nowent™, Buctheritomecsing. |

|Anem and_ (eaving then  fhirsty Far. fucther Viowledge |

o0& Tras ispy... .

@ The candidate shows
understanding of how the writer’s
stylistic choices shape meaning and
relate to audience.

@ The candidate repeats the
‘immersive’ effect.

@ The candidate identifies the
use of past tense but not how this
shapes meaning.

@ ‘Silently’ is an adverb, not an
adjective.

@ The candidate makes a general
comment on the effect of word
choices.

0 The candidate uses linguistic
terminology correctly, followed by
an example and an explanatory
comment.

Mark for AO1 = 3 out of 5
Mark for AO3 = 10 out of 20

Total mark awarded =
13 out of 25

How the candidate could improve their answer

» The candidate referred to characteristic features of the travel writing. This could have been improved by
commenting on how the features identified shape and meaning in addition to how they related to ‘the reader’.

» The candidate could have strengthened their response by extending comments on structure and form.

» The candidate could have strengthened their response with the inclusion of a broad range of comments on the
writer’s use of language.

* Precise use of terminology would have supported the response.

» Even though different examples were chosen, repetitive comments on effect should be avoided such as
‘immersive’.
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Example

Example Candidate Response —

Candidate Responses — Paper 1
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Examiner comments

0 The candidate shows
understanding of the location,
although this is taken directly from
the text.

o The candidate misidentifies the
point of view which is first-person
plural.

There is some awareness of
the point of view and its relation to
the audience.

o This is a basic comment about
the length of paragraphs with
minimal analysis of how meaning is
shaped.

6 The candidate shows minimal
awareness of how the use of
imagery shapes meaning.

e The sentence structure here
shows minimal coherence.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Examiner comments

0 The candidate selects
appropriate language with some
awareness of the writer’s stylistic
choice.

e The candidate uses correct
terminology; they use appropriate
word choice to exemplify the point
made and the explanatory comment
shows awareness of the effect of
‘breath taking’.

0 Whilst the candidate uses an
appropriate selection of language,
they do not recognise alliteration
and its effect.

@ The candidate shows basic
understanding of the selected
phrase.

0 The final paragraph is a basic
summary of earlier comments.

Mark for AO1 =2 out of 5
Mark for AO3 = 4 out of 20

Total mark awarded =
6 out of 25
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How the candidate could improve their answer

+ The candidate made a few basic points and would have benefited from a much fuller consideration of specific
examples.

» The critical vocabulary used tended to be highly generalised and the effects described needed more precise
definition.

» A more exact description of the effects of language would have been helpful, for instance, avoiding phrases such
as ‘so that the readers don’t get bored'.

» Astronger and clearer sense of progression through the development of the passage was required and a clearer
connection between the examples chosen.

» Agreater range of selection of elements of form, structure and language should be selected for analysis.

Common mistakes and guidance

» Stronger responses were generally aware of the conventions of travel writing especially chronological structure,
location-focused and impressionistic descriptions and anecdotal or experiential content with retrospective
observations integrated, in addition to the dissemination of ‘facts’, for example, place names and the reasonable
cost of lunch at €5. These responses engaged well with figurative language features especially the metaphor
‘treasure trove of knowledge’, instances of personification ‘handsome farmhouse’ and ‘gentle hum of village life’
and the rhetorical questions that invite a reader’s reflection on the immediately preceding content; they were
also sharply focused on lexis conveying enjoyment and pace of hiking/walking, geographic and natural features -
including ones observed at a distance such as ‘The Apennines, still snow-capped even in May’, and gastronomic
‘delicacies’.

*  Weaker responses usually struggled to make more than a few disparate observations about textual features with
correct use of terminology, identification of an apt example and some effort to describe (if not explain) a direct
effect created. They were often unclear about the nature of relationship between the writer (as one member of the
walking group) and the occupants of Marche encountered, especially Tim and Jimmy; these responses did not
clearly distinguish between the region of Marche and the country — Italy.

»  Weaker responses often described style, mood, and vocabulary as having ‘positive connotations’ or ‘negative
connotations’, with little further elaboration or definition. Similarly, a range of precisely constructed language effects
were sometimes summed up as ‘creating an interesting image’ or ‘to paint a picture’. It is important that candidates
use precise terminology to access the higher levels. Some weaker responses listed techniques with no reference
or example given or explanation.

» Selection of evidence by way of quotation was not always expertly used in these weaker responses, with some
candidates quoting at far too great a length, or merely referring to a range of lines. Quotation from the text should
always be precise, as concise as possible, and linked to explanatory comments. Candidates should be advised to
use quotations, evidence and evaluation, to produce precise, meaningful commentaries; use appropriate language
to link quotations and evidence with explanatory comments and integrate quotations and evidence into a cohesive
argument.

» It would be helpful for candidates to be aware that the discriminator ‘analysis is coherent and effectively structured’
and similar descriptors, are a feature of the higher levels; a whole text approach can often provide sophisticated
and coherent analysis.
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