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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS & A Level
Sociology, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the syllabus
requirements. This document helps teachers to assess the standards required to achieve marks beyond the guidance
of the mark scheme.

In this booklet, candidate responses have been chosen from the June 2024 exam series to exemplify a range of
answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with examiner comments about where and why marks were awarded or
omitted. This is followed by comments on how the answer could be improved. There is also a list of common mistakes
and guidance for candidates for each question.

Please refer to the June 2024 Examiner Report for further details and guidance.

The questions and mark schemes are available on the School Support Hub

9699 June 2024 Question Paper 42

9699 June 2024 Mark Scheme 42

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub



http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

How to use this booklet

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low level response for
each question. In the left-hand column are the candidate responses, and in the right-hand column are the examiner
comments.

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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Examiner comments explain
where and why marks were
awarded. These help to interpret
the standard of Cambridge
exams to help learners
refine their exam technique.

Responses are written by real candidates in
exam conditions, demonstrating the types of answers
for each level. These could be used to discuss and
analyse the answers with learners in the classroom to
improve their skills.

How the candidate could improve their answer

» The answer could have been improved by greater focus on the reference to religious organisations in the question.
More examples of how the organisational aspects of religion may serve ruling class interests would have been
helpful.

* While references to the feminist theory of religion may hel
attention might have been paid to explaining the differenc
might be viewed as a ruling class for the purposes of ans

This section explains how the candidate
could improve each response. It helps learners to
improve their exam technique.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

» The term ‘ruling class’ refers to a group who enjoy a privileged position in society on the basis of their economic
power primarily. Some candidates wrongly conflate other privileged groups, such as men and the feudal
aristocracy, with the ruling class.

» Candidates often discuss religion in general even wher
specifically. More attention to the organisational aspects
questions that refer directly to the impact of religious or

This section lists common mistakes as well
as helpful guidance from the examiner. This will
help your learners to avoid these mistakes. You

can use this alongside the relevant Examiner
Report to guide your learners.
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

o The candidate makes good use
of a relevant example to illustrate
the point about transnational
corporations exploiting cheap
labour.

o The candidate demonstrates
strong AO2 skills in recognising
that it is not just transnational
corporations that engage in
exploitation in developing countries;
other types of transnational
organisations may also be
implicated, such as the example
given of Oxfam.

e The candidate makes

good use of a relevant concept
(structural adjustment programmes)
to illustrate a key point about

how organisations like the IMF
(International Monetary Fund) and
World Bank may be implicated

in the exploitation of developing
countries.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

o The candidate makes a good
point supporting the view in the
question, which is well-illustrated
with the example of Shell.

e The candidate makes a good
evaluative point, challenging the
view expressed in the question.
Again, the point is well-illustrated
through use of an example, in
this case the work of the NGO
‘Excellent’.

0 The candidate provides another
well-made evaluative point, with a
clear explanation of ways in which
TNCs may benefit developing
countries.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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How the candidate could improve their answer

» The substantive points about the impact of TNCs in developing countries might have been linked to relevant
theoretical perspectives, such as Dependency Theory and the World Systems perspective.

» There was scope to be more questioning about the points offered for and against the view expressed in the
question. For example, the candidate somewhat uncritically accepted that TNCs operate in an exploitative way
in all developing countries, overlooking examples of where certain countries have acted successfully to limit
exploitative practices in their domestic labour market.

+ The concluding paragraph could have engaged with the question more directly by, for example, stating which
arguments the candidate finds most persuasive and why.
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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\-eowsr_\ve.g Qoo Lear Qs \.\(\ou need Yo 2!26 Qfom the material is directly focused on
ubw 4¢3'\Gms. N Hownk: g Plevioud Lo\o«.c& : the question and the candidate
cw«\ue; w0 'prov-cbz. aNa .ot o\c@& \o,:g T demonstrates sound AO1 and AO2

(")re_\)\bu& c.o\omeg W e ﬂQM& oe 2<8rone skills.
éeve,\op\ﬂaﬂ\‘\‘ . \hglp A, _edpla A ol Ahrou q\« .LME
25 \0\ithaeadt 1o \QUM Couri it o Oe_cew'e.c\ ad,
Wgw o m/m\emet\ﬁ' ' Rbcucaund adyusrpaent _
-moo\chmgz w\md« Qe M,g,\.M M{‘M,\,ﬁ,& 40 e 6 The candidate makes another
- _\M@ ot Ve Q helpful reference to a concept —
St &d‘“‘J Ga_U¥e_in “ie of structural adjustment programmes

— but does not explain why these
programmes may be detrimental
to developing countries, resulting
in a lack of depth in this part of the
answer.

12



Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

e Thiai\ . gnd Aceendind. Eum £ —\)—vo&e
Counteiey  have  poltieal Rtaviuty  ix doesnol
gesuit \06 erononiil A ALY o B8  ofmaho Qryues
AT «\e,quluf'\\-{ as &cn.s:& poink 0‘4*-' Qe
’Wmfouo‘h Mtk Sootammes  Lw e T of
ComMecdiely  Yanown® OA w0A8hidbion  Con AenLyS,
(\\r/\acu&:d Tselieve  “had CDC_QU- - oAl
AQatpdeit  ond \& eudent W\ varioul  COunftier
'-—-\oc!aq A o sdesnicahon, Oe ot eounteied

Qee -\P\rouqh Rt Rl onoing . Wip_ wop.
Mo\ woed de, Q«C\Qﬂ(\{ Ly OKO\Q(\\QJ\OA Avedr ]
anr\\gc Ao Lek up ‘)a ?Jgu%sn&&g werdwre N ke
Couadfu, \fon&n&i\br\aﬂ O 6\0(\-5%0(\2_ wa ,\.\'\AQ
ectef .9@ wacret oy @ couAtG-1 “&nd L oliin deape

e The candidate provides a basic

q°°°\&% Reciiter @ am olich could be - LRt/ told explanation of how the activities of

o QDA . wuf\'l‘f"{ Ror »fa . as - * capi-dadity TNCs might be detrimental to the
wiew ' 0N, he - 80r\'\mf*h Qc\p.+qn.gg lcbb@e_-l-\,\a& economic interests of developing
QLOW\&"J‘\O AL _demoda% Q{\d +aag nooned countries, but there is little follow

through on the point in terms of
links to theory/concepts/evidence.

ocqom&cohon& \qe,\p Ror —m- geode/ erood o AAesms
R poverty - sed ugkion un\ﬁ"'\vt fevcel_thiougs
compe 10N \1 Wnealth Case_ bvl Me,d«c,ad‘oﬂ made e
- aReoint cetpicer Rorn dfferech  cousies,
EQMW\\&'\' ARG NpLteWA L ana - Ameactn
,(ooo\oo\\s’c Yelitve Aot coonen ace af o
é|$QdU@n'k0«°\e e %bd« a Qb’.:al&ccl wolhid oA
—‘meg T Vave Necome Cuokale  care  chaind, Due o
Qact, Aed Aransncdionsd  orfaaisediont wod
0. nAQnnaie _oré?:\—ts.»; ro‘ u.-mc\ﬁ.‘\n&w worea 14 a

U

o Potentially, a relevant point

) - : ) about how some groups in
_legeodts G wSSUE. YO - \eowe fhe - chtcken 0 K particular (women in developing
add . utudiy .'Mifi\‘fqr\k 0. Rerde Ale  pavned countries, for example) may be
CAhe  eaing u:“c{h 10 her - Maorue. J disadvantaged by the operations of

&&p.\‘cg of Arontnational o(ep,‘,&cd')q, transnational organisations, but it
""""" is left somewhat unclear what the

ea‘\ X0 Qd«r\oledqe e vamfﬂ‘cg -H\q,@ Ruel, candidate argues in this part of the
answer.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

L (DCO\OI\‘&C\}\OAS Lo, AR Ale Q\QQQO(\ e, Y\AOQ_"‘.
LM Qng MOAC& C.Du(\"\&]kb}fh el ub Qﬂ(‘,—tjﬂncﬁ Gnd
o@ce& “a LowdhSat Ada hm el | awion
Gl Rouetly ¥oseq. “Mie:. s2r0ht -cousd-imdicade
Aol - \OKESE G 'W:w &£ \okow 1:.»& Are qek e e The candidate_: raises a cI(_ear
et osouaia “ﬂvm:}nr\-\-;é Luceess.. CunQ and well-made point, challenging

T T e e the view in the question and
| seduced \Ag 'bou@—\q Y NS AL . Gnd- Teies0n they support this with a relevant

AOL - betone” —he \OMC’X“' e~ Condruesol  Chip example, showing good AO3 skills.
evanfaciuns sa ke bJé!‘b\ hough AW, COmpany
NSMNMCe N

3 . 4 "5“‘5’1‘*
Al tame el COudides nel 40 open ETY;
» GOt ?-B{ dwocrao\ 1o Qbun@\ O 02 Quldy
- Mona «UGA &'qmcnkfw.e..g 40 .0, Rel@s ca.ar\k Mo‘ﬂ\ﬁq”b m\)
one. On_ARe otV nand, —be. “hotow L

(1a6oY 'S e not: eent Qnd Qchnowtedaed o 0 _ o
Sreor, Viowsevet; e, ety docscot_douck gory 15 2 6004 staring poirt
A0 A .Aeeozuo\lt'\q W Leinal 0 ANe Y 9 gp

- AP 0 5 for a further evaluative point, but
"‘\\P“O"&-‘ toudhe - g“‘-\" __eXgeiniedion R ultimately there is insufficient

coulaeorsi  count (i, “oiarak e te-jariak explanation of the relevance of that
%xqs\gv\ e se,\q;hor\sh\(p Ledween 0@ Qewloped theory in helping to analyse the
Coundtet and Peﬁvhﬁ("\ Aevelopion  eeortd. issues raised by the exam question.

\6‘0(\&6\0\:\'\0610\52 o(chi)cvhor\ Ao _\n

12 \t\e,qch.r\q‘ Luck OC%G«\\ SLCL"\ ong Oref "broe -\  daven
O :‘M.;U fole. -G8 - Rhoa =~ Atcde Gahoc. donot
contefn ~we  expoir\edion hed maq acise ke
eing o Roestt e a2l \eq&.m o q @ @Avaluable link to environmental

o . N impacts arises from the activities of
(B0 Clinvode, OLGAte enSic  opks - . P
___‘_\/\o — Je N ¢ %\QWJ i TNCs but is underdeveloped in the

context of the answer.

Mark for AO1 = 6 out of 9
Mark for AO2 = 7 out of 11
Mark for AO3 = 8 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
21 out of 35

How the candidate could improve their answer

« The first three paragraphs of the answer were tangential and could have been omitted. Better to have focused the
answer from the outset on directly addressing the issues raised by the question.

»  While in subsequent paragraphs the candidate made a number of relevant points for and against the view
expressed in the question, there was scope to unpack the points further. More detailed explanation of the points
was required to gain higher marks. Better linkage of the points to relevant theories, concepts, and evidence would
also have helped improve the answer.

» The answer focused on the impact of TNCs primarily; references to other types of transnational organisation
needed to be more developed in order to provide a full response to the question.

» Higher marks could have been gained by providing a clear, well-reasoned conclusion.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — low Examiner comments

Pcc o Socuddn . Glstoaly abie
_ wmmul inCluoncog” L«k\Aa_géglfh

D
Uiz, m«\e,cwm\o\b < ol 47( \ON
’\lQ..d‘MM X o 0 The candidate provides a rather
SQV\Q_b G(\SL Ourdh Ve Q 46t C oy doto unclear and tangential start to the
e e ’_,,,,,,, o ~ e - answer.

cudbume o b M&&Q&bwﬁ Qg |
Y\ Aoann C/K BN owxo\&paco

v@\U\:\N\\QQ C/G*(V‘Q O\N\d\ Q—QIb\Q \o\‘ ‘\d/\@e o The material here is relevant

SSUN *\Q\‘Q‘ mwel/vxss to the question, but the candidate
may be conflating transnational

organisations with TNCs
specifically.

15



Example Candidate Response —

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

low, continued

\,@M*D Qo \,\AQA/\ me&ud@m@

S\, QL,Q' wet e/m\ﬁ w2 'f_,,j,jf

L (—he\& o LN\ MUt e
1 OMe. Pakso oo~

\\ch&

oﬁ;ﬂ?mw

Examiner comments

@ Wik itis possible that TNCs
require some educated and trained
employees, they are also known to
employ large numbers of unskilled
and semi-skilled workers. The
candidate over-generalises and
offers an assertion rather than a fact
based on clear supporting evidence.

o Glocalisation is a potentially
relevant concept in relation to this
question, but it is unclear how the
candidate links this material to
issues of global inequality. This is a
relevant point challenging the view
expressed in the question.

o The candidate misses the
opportunity to support the point
with reference to appropriate
statistical evidence and/or
theoretical perspectives. It can also
be questioned whether TNCs are
significant supporters of gender
equality in the workplace, though
this point is touched on at a later
point in the answer.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — low, continued Examiner comments

Mome. owme egira )]
m":& Cew\r\ekm

o 'gw; RO

P—U&&—mg &\M moalol %MW
T“\WB’S O\Q@ecsl—uu_—ec : 4O

The candidate makes quite
a good link to Rostow and
Modernisation Theory, helping to
develop a line of argument against
the view in the question. The
limitations of Rostow’s thesis go
unexplored in the answer, however.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — low, continued Examiner comments

SYT N\

0 This is a relevant evaluative
point, but again somewhat uncritical
and simplistic. The candidate
misses the opportunity to question
why Coca Cola might be engaged
in such charity work.

e The candidate makes good
use of feminist theory to suggest
gender-based inequality within

s ol (s Bl ‘&M‘j et || TNGs.
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Example Candidate Response —

low, continued

)\

Cenbippo & s a2 D2.

«\ﬂomam*gi\—s u)m o Ma(\;\‘%%"{’\*‘tf'i

Xmea\couq (Ko m&@&w\

peoge walio wiseoyy o cvxoou(

MDM Comanteie g ) TR trvo st

TICTRA Vo) O\W\\G'\LAA‘&- ouwd_ oMo m@—d\&

A S Ungine. . (numnicies wWosue \oeom

A\

CO«LLW\(_@ A bt 3 W P@‘\P\’\QA«J

CCLUV\\'Y\&.Q/Q owre  AWcha Mm:ﬁd)m

mﬁ»ﬁ(ﬁ\m—d\ U/\omw&ax

eloron s e dde - New oof phaay

oure Woeo U, ad ane Mokh\ﬂécﬂ emaf

Ce A ar— W\()\Ae,«-od o WW&

Ore  m m.@MQJMMd

aund Mw poeex Cﬂm’m\e?

Examaa ey 0y expbs) ko Mee e dndo Cheld

mm N\le\exw. D5x @st\*&}\/q%& N

\u\m (ool LSeols. eodial ts co

we¥lod mivresad oo Wog o . fta of

'NefHte. Pune We ~ ve Balaiem . aund

(‘LON\SL&%Q\_ c;cy@/\&dgg% dé%‘ |
VG e oA

s\ un

W ohdi oo TNOQe Ule Me A enald

wowe e ot wbo cang ummens LN, Yaowil,

pegEataht e dsnas Cadisr—

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Examiner comments

© While the link to Marxist
theory is relevant, the explanation
that follows adds little in terms of
answering the set question.

@ The candidate makes a
relevant link to environmental
impacts. The candidate needs to
show how these environmental
impacts may illustrate growing
inequality as a consequence

of the actions of transnational
organisations.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — low, continued Examiner comments

Csca Colailadssa . wAaida & 0 Convopt
o/)(\)v\Qg,o, s M Wb&w
D@\/\.&“k o e 8 . DM\:M\MOKQ
\’ﬁ‘/\u‘\sw C)QG»’\"WQ\ v\a/wcwau\oﬂ
QMHQAMU%X %W%\L@A
Moure Vus Dao YisX tho
ﬂ%@ssé\uo\hw%
ol e awtlle  Cala® Gl Vo
Mo Moo e WS Prezdh o5 "\ denald oo
\Dﬁﬁg ™M ounrd CN(AQ@(Q& ve d
s e V2e o O o\&:edux.u\quo*\‘b_
vomand  peoge MMWW
: NdLM

The relevance of this paragraph
in relation to the question is unclear.

M oy '\?3 -P),co\/uxﬁ‘ udd—uw
Vo W T e \WBA odupad
RS el A’V\“&JK&MN
D) WRie 8 t&we ctuoie ,J/\QMQ
V&JJU\‘—S)C‘O\M QN-S%A G \md&—\ Cb\&*—\w
(a\&_«\km_sz& Md oo T ol )

va uAamsw\oQ& Oune Ulod

A‘Qcmé\)\u\sz o dsma isyrolu s Uonse U
oo AR G\O‘B—J oo BRa kh\sﬁw
wlUr o= tNOS. Nocne com (giacme
o \omeMbal  Uieee TNDR ame @
WD, I SR AR | ©C enavinig AAO)
MOE Mmooy Undaie (% alfd odsk
oy dJS ad wulaget Unad covwe wally
“Uneee  TRDS. UZ?/ eyplon yetounges = |
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — low, continued Examiner comments
o =9 \)\AQ)& P2 Coun R €8 ounad pclulo

URL S HN\A VTR0 Vroan \WMHZU*GN
adl 4 Wheo s (Qévoo

\Y\ Cepctlusssn \-QKQ)MQ—@\O\ \Nou.Ld()\LQ, L ®)

@ This is a moralising conclusion

X ] (suggesting what ought to be)
%08 Coukd et ARG - By (*MA ~ rather than an academic statement
cCone o talre covo =¥ Ui SOnarsel expressing the candidate’s answer
L o ol pirg s Couunkic? to the question.
Lardrone. WW 5“’94\“ 2, \oplly Mark for AO1 = 5 out of 9
AR ¢ o \op Ll BAVWO., Mark for AO2 = 5 out of 11

Mark for AO3 = 5 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
15 out of 35

How the candidate could improve their answer

Drawing clearer links between the points offered and the issues of inequality raised by the question, would have
helped improve the answer.

Higher marks could have been achieved by making more use of supporting evidence and/or examples.

Stating which arguments and evidence the candidate finds most convincing and why would also have helped
improve the answer.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

Assuming uncritically that TNCs represent the full extent of transnational organisations is a common mistake.
Knowledge of transnational organisations that are not TNCs needs to be more developed if candidates are to
achieve high marks in relation to this topic in the syllabus.

Distinguishing between different developing countries is valuable when assessing the impact of globalisation; not
all developing countries are affected in the same way.

Recognising that inequality may exist in different forms/levels, is one way of delivering nuanced answers to

questions about the impact of globalisation. Inequality is not simply confined to differences in income and wealth; it
can also include social, cultural, educational and environmental dimensions.

Referring to theoretical perspectives on transnational organisations, without fully explaining their relevance in the
context of the question, is a common mistake.

Relying on assertion in discussing the impacts of globalisation should be avoided; points need to be supported
with references to relevant sociological material, such as study evidence, credible statistics, theories and academic
reasoning.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Question 2

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

i Glowak  mMmigration (efeirs Yo Tne
@(oceSSo;\)\/\m\c\r\m\ OYONYS

leale Thare  home Counthes

and Migrake o different  Covntes
for_an \/\Jdtmvax\e\'\ﬁ Of Yeasons
Such_as.  WWark roore  jon  Opportunities
Tt Con loe . argued Taak Thais

Pocess. _of._ 9 ._\ng\__.__“mj%m_eh N
Posinive ¥ Neoaklve. Cnse@uencesy
for deve;\gp.'\m%fv.,.“...‘Coumm_,ei.

‘R (%\3. i 3 O Q\Kﬁ?o&t_mﬁ%“ This
Iviews it Con.  bDe O\r%\).ed._..h\‘nﬁxk

Glomal . m\%rcxt\or\remov s Syined
SNovvers  from  devel oping. Covntries.
and __relwecodos Thom  &o  develoRed
CounTiRs . This \eaves developino..._|
Counmmies _UWIiThout . Siled Wworerrs
and . PLES TN N AL posimon. WherR
‘\‘h@&ﬁ.m Qe yelank  _oa.. . One r,hcuacxho ‘ © o
Skates Ao _Provde  assisiantd The e well-t_axplalned point in support C_’f
the view expressed in the question.
S Med  \moneeis . oud\noue .\Q.Y,,S)V_.i.d&_d\..: ....... The point also accurately links to
L Such__as. Dootscs Inucses. NS 1S the concept of ‘brain drain’.
+ermnod The . /Rroin Oraia _ond
e Dievents @)ce;\lQ_»\..opinm%.m, counties
fromn C,o_m:\j,_\,\,_p..iv,h.i.‘.,,j,,,___,,,_f\:ﬁ_?__,_,.d.e,,.v‘.e,\o\a AR
C\J\) o1e Yo MW S Y S(cu—\ on Y‘Y\mu_esm/brouns‘m
-0 Tnore  Socieny--Omiu. 57 0
DocrorsTing zinabamibe . alsvaiiy e o0
_____________ AN zinbhawbe. TS Shoms.hew_mnuen
Of. O Y\o%ab\le'e?%ed— Toe _brain
Droin 1S owing  on._developin  CoOUNMEesS ; |
Whith (S Coused b% 3\. obal) m(cg RO

0 The candidate expresses a
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- Clobal _opramists . Weld Subverk This

QS _Thoay 3089@3& hok _SXied. _\W\oecers |
ove. oty o (edumM Yo Thore nome

oy “Ogrer fmpoany ONiGLARON . s |
JLers om  Pravide. mofe . SIS Ynowedde to

e d\szmopmcﬂ Counmy :

i}.‘;f\\\ﬁmﬁm &\ Jc (an_be thug,o\ T‘ﬂcﬂc

A\00al m\gm&:\on NOS_ O POSING. @fect on
A000ing_TouNmes. Thmusn_ anoal nigraKion

|(svoes. TR Sproad OfF dApeiah Tesernised
NS . 10 douelopin NY Couninos . SEis

0N foynd Thok TRwu o radifienah

| ONG SO0y dameding, . Viows. §or

[oxarPie Sexisk Views 0B Rowen and

Do Opression. of SeLE. expression . Roum
Swagests Thak MigEaNks — odapt Yo Thart
) CUlTUIe  gnd"Creake Social SQK\Q\QLY\’Y\'\\)
hou ore Than  able o Spread These o
NN ’W\m\m\n Jﬂim\c% it Toie Nomy

~ [Tis

L lountnyand_ali<o \Nf\u\ Thos Yekum:
Tiborgkts Pacple WiNo ove ” oprassed
by rodihonal Vs, Parsops. &%3@3&3

TRok._couatties cannot Qevelop
- \?T‘Nz)ﬂ Obtain _Trad o nell \!Q\Ues *\r\o@c

Jheid.  Thom. Bocc Thercsare. Tovouaa
0\\o\c>du m\qfcﬁmm X T‘r\& Seiead

N O{l \Woecol VWS ak \\Qh)oq The

| Coxm?mes d&m\@\

1Global pessimists uuou:\d. qrgup,’ﬂr\d}c

4T nis S ‘mp\\))\sr\t Lealisfe. s is 6
a4 Size ks o Solouten.__and.
3 .m.di.%ehﬁus Scultwes  Wonk. adapk.

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

e The candidate provides a good
evaluative rejoinder at the end of

the paragraph, linking well to the

global optimist perspective. This is a
good example of how to support an
analytical point with a reference to a
relevant theory (AO2).

o This is a very well-explained
point suggesting a positive social
and cultural impact of global
migration.

o The candidate introduces
another relevant theory, the

global pessimist viewpoint and

the candidate links this well to the
concept of Westernisation and how
this may disadvantage developing
countries.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

| Aurthermere n_Suppot of s Niew
lJr (an_ oo q&%wo\ Trnak globdh M m
s Coﬂ*mbo*\nq 40__ NeSIY salon. tThe ]
| Spread 0} Wbt faives -oeliess 3s
L daomaagin N0, 0TNOIC CUMIRS , INGGING Thom
e} [Seem_inknar. Tareuah ks S\)@em\’\M
6F ANASEMNIRAR0N  TEdinem) \c\\%mom
(Ui oo being erased.. Sewocdh
O\\’S&ULS Thakt WNestemisaian quées
OWQxX coullufes Seem infeaac
1 Onck is_a  YUuasfiVe Process. Deve\OP‘M)
1Counmes loose ™ more idonkities _ound
Sense  of DPode . P-\’\\S )—M

O\Y_g, Keu .. in \tijpi nci\) developmonk.
Pharcloce” Qloral rnigrafen s naiding
domeloping  Couniries  Cyyuied  nfenen

A WiTh This-as. She i e eAgain a well-placed rejoinder
a hmagmeel Cdtvrs... to the argl;ment that the candidate
&zcmww/ P/{Uﬂnk inar-_Se 1t 7S a

carefully outlines earlier in

the paragraph. The candidate
demonstrates excellent flexibility
On_Tha othar Y\@J\d\ Mna \/\)C)\)\d O\rw and insightliq thlezirthinkir}gr:/yitrll' .
-’\ﬂak O\ Ob(l}\ m\QN(‘UC\QY\ \(\Q}R a strong analytical points of this kind.

Posimve ™ 6&&% on” duuetopis g Counmies
Pocauze MNIGIGRAKS 010 abie 46 naye
Money, i Yo migiiafool  Counmny
and ”_Send_ e bacic NeMY

Peasiti v’ LPIICEss.

q e The candidate makes good

B ) \W\@YO\IQ \R AN T\i\& h@ﬁ\l Counind - & links to the idea of remittances and
P\OSQMO}\ %C_WY\S nis S\Ob&k global care chains, demonstrating

Chawns® ’W\Q Oroc;ess ™ Nr( relevant sociological knowledge and

| CINQTR X understanding.
n %m \Nm g™ 10Ty
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

ot danaioped  Counmes ook Send
MONM Hac 10 fnends ¥ Loy and
ik impreves 1ife in “The deneloping
Countries - This Suaaests  Thok )
Al opak \m\Qvz.:ucig.\:_.\_m_figi_.ﬂo\,,_m..Pgs_‘\_ﬂ'\v@- ,
Plocess  as it Pronciotba beaehbs |
| e oohtiy St ey @) | @) e cndase ot
d‘ﬂd \00\\1 Thare P(-QV-*\Q-\)S '\\\\lilsm EQ‘MX@H excellenFdlalect|calnth|nk|.ng'|n
Diow @\'\‘\'\é)” Tancial bQﬂQ&wt*@ gr;?!g:agéﬂg the earlier point in the
NN nBmaest.

| WVernodtNA Y Supos(t ob This. e
it Can_bo argued Trok globak miganen
Heodls o Nedarve SiredRiping o}

MINCANCS. MMGANES. inlhen” Nonts ! _

~Irolocats @ sy are_ofien dermadh 05 @) | @) The candidate makes gooc

| Aotegmist Gnoh/buidanst Ty Sereari e | Lo e oncept ofsterotyong

$als 0 et omae Couniies_and ‘(\Q%QK\\J‘U‘ migrants from developing countries

b As. om 466 for _exampie__Pooie ] | may face when working overseas.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

| Lastly,in @W&smm Jo The View. .
» _argused] Thiot. gfo/ym
_|migmttion s “posirive  pecause st
o increases _ global. oliverst Y and _entonrag
| Qteptane - Global _migidtion aliors
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| Cree#e . o, 3[0}%{/ e This Jsné |
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| TThese whe_hold. Me/ﬁ‘mhd/ Views. _oppose
_Ths _as Olisist et UM . Cutnes
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| “gffects am oy lgpr (oyrtyes. Such @
_as /V@ga;ﬁl/@ SHteo. 7{1} Tl bralip.  Drein' ¥
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@ A rather short concluding
paragraph. The candidate’s point
that there are more positives than
negatives with global migration
needs more development and
support to be convincing.

Mark for AO1 =7 out of 9
Mark for AO2 = 8 out of 11
Mark for AO3 = 10 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
25 out of 35

How the candidate could improve their answer

+ Higher marks could have been achieved by reflecting on the extent to which the experience of global migration
is the same for all developing countries. Some developing countries may benefit more than others from global
migration.

* More references to relevant research studies would have been helpful.
» The conclusion was undeveloped and lacked the sharpness shown in earlier parts of the answer.
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

L2.

The Orguimnent Reakicg Aok giobel . Migiation . ..
. ‘hats S\ LS mﬂm\es.u.g_MCon%e,chws - Ror._Qveed e
Coundries” Nas o Poinks for_oed. agaéicse - ae |
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Wy oFatien . Cormizts. . INdAUUS. . Moving.. Lron o
~low e Lenomicaiiy .. Geuetoped. . COUOX TR . . O, .. T hﬁhu
2LonoMmic.oLbisy _@_/duuq@e,d____,______@,an,nj._, due _do__€ither  P&h__or
‘Dt.u).. S\:nrtor‘s .

A(\_,_‘,_.m%mmen_k.,_‘___.A_\mx___m,mcm\rqoa ces Ais. Stakemen) /5
| Hnak. Qlobon. Migrofion...opens.. Up..dne_Oppertunicy .|
Coundcies . Thuegorg[‘(\eqmvxa‘\hQSQ Ledes’
Clesses QCOf\vﬂ_l,\'\wg,._,dwﬁpe.dwCwmﬂc.s.)._,..___.Q.(‘L«__‘._\Kc'\,wln% ..............
_m_o,sms_, hoc _Can_ Y _Quk._Sevomas  Ohgerat Pac!orsn
e.q Neawhcars 05 fooo Sugplies s Qleoln _Bensgi thing
e Cotndireys.. H ‘\hﬁOirsb-\\’\Qb‘Su;@‘:mbs-\h\s XS]
_ Hoscnias” . 5&‘(\wn3 IS ool Core.Chauns.”. Which |
Copgtmg@?wm&mmqs %wbﬁ%bwwo o The candidate makes a good
RYCAETNe Fa's WSS oo ot e Moneu . Vack home. ko link to a relevant concept — ‘care
N Mneic Qw‘l‘eSG\wamC\W“SPTOUQ chains’ — helping to identify positive
ok Qndoal _Migrahon...on. o Nowe.  Qositive consequences of global migration

Consequences Qor._OaeleQing . Coundtics . ][or S_|<_>me female migrants and their
amilies.

@ his is a well-developed point
challenging the view expressed in
the question.

Nowener s Ao Oespice. individUAS. _Migrekng
ko M MERs” C momewf\ow\\wub Oanereped. Coupdries )
Qna \\cwm% _ \Moppoﬂumtt\’mimr B Newo. SKils
|l odie. \oexkes \obs \\\uscsqmm‘cs(m - Qeminaiel Y
__|Takbec Nnan Xemposas Sl\(\\:»sfahof\ =) fore \(\eadﬂ\st_d( ]

. ‘(\DN\Q. Qna.. ()ukb\n?)“\m RS <\ bogxx:\ Use AL
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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in._ e Nope o benepiy Iheir Lomilies , DUk Where

| Ooes  ¥nis\earsr. Noein d‘wm?“i’) Counxry. g M\L}om 6

e hq"\s Yo \eawe 2.

_IAnonec m%mkaapomwB Yhe. [corement s ...
1ok o\oken  Miarorion . Tesutis . . \ess  Worka s .
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o The candidate discusses the
idea of a ‘brain drain’, with an
example to illustrate the negative
consequences for developing
countries.

o A good evaluative point
extending the analysis by
countering the notion that a
‘brain drain’ has only negative
consequences for developing
countries and their people (AO3).

e The candidate maintains the
dialectic in their analysis by offering
an insightful counter to their earlier
point about the benefits of improved
healthcare for migrant workers.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

Lp.Neccacory...y00. Vattoncies . Such. Os QL
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Crom \'\C\DDQA\ This__ Aberepore Drrrumun the e e This paragraph is rather vague
%mkw_\gm Yoo e Correck and seems to partly be repeating

the previous observations about

a ‘brain drain’ and loss of key
workers.
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(Céu.)ubmq . More N\omuJ Qn: Ahe  Migranis .

INGividuots. MNeans._dney  Cue. Ql0cd O Dexter |
Qosifon.. o proviar o1~ Aneic Camity  and_ Overau
AUSE. lige O\ Cosies ige  Ahan  Ahes . Wowud beo o The candidate identifies a

3;\,5_,_,3_ __________ Dock ok honse .. 1S /\\\@‘e.%.qs,tw‘,,C,Qrf)i[ad,zlczﬁ_'_nj_,_________ potential benefit for the migrant
e Drgumeny Yoe  ere - Q. Onig . Neaohve worker and his accompanying
J Jd family but needs to show how
r“n$°cl,um oo fof CM’UU“P“\S) Lurinies Gue do this might also be beneficial for
O‘\Obm fay ALGRoN: the country of origin in general.
, : Reference to ‘remittances’ would
0 Conclusion ” Yere Qe More.  Cuauinents have helped in making that

connection.

0\(\A)OJJ\Sb_M,...ﬁh)s.___.,._m,%m);z,ﬂl\?nb Yo LD Suppere...
cg3_¥ereCome _Qroviog  Ahe  Thayement  bo  bDe

e The conclusion is rather

inncosrecte . ANk, S0~ ko Seeg. . dhere. Spt. Some | simplistic and unsupported. The
o Yo re. Skoavent, Nowever  ANee  gre. More. quality of arguments generally
| Orouments _do_ Condeerdicd  Fhis . counts more than the quantity of
J

arguments for a particular case, and
it would have served the candidate
better to consider whether some of
the arguments they discussed in
their answer were more plausible
and/or better supported by evidence
than other arguments.

Mark for AO1 =5 out of 9
Mark for AO2 = 6 out of 11
Mark for AO3 =7 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
18 out of 35

How the candidate could improve their answer

The candidate might have made it clear that benefits for the individual migrant (higher paid employment, for
example) might not necessarily have beneficial consequences for the developing country (the country of origin).

Links to relevant theories would have added more substance to the sociological analysis.
A more thoughtful and insightful conclusion would have helped to improve the answer.
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Example Candidate Response — low Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response —

low, continued
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Examiner comments

o The candidate returns to
discussing reasons for migration,
which is tangential to the question.

0 Potentially a valid point, but
undeveloped and the relevance for
the question is left largely implicit.

e The discussion here is at a
very general level and lacks direct
links to how global migration affects
developing countries specifically.
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Example Candidate Response —

low, continued
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Examiner comments

e Again, the discussion here is
more about the reasons for global
migration than the consequences
for developing countries.

o This paragraph is more about

the consequences of migration for

developed countries as opposed to
developing countries.
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Example Candidate Response — low, continued
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Examiner comments

e This paragraph has little
relevance to the question and is
based more on assertion than
sociological reasoning.

33




Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — low, continued

Examiner comments
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How the candidate could improve their answer

References to the functionalist and Marxist perspectives needed to be linked in to a substantive analysis of the
consequences of global migration for developing countries.

The answer speculated extensively about what should have been done about migration in the view of different
political perspectives. That material was irrelevant to the question and needed to be replaced by references to
specific consequences of migration for developing countries, as outlined in appropriate sociological sources such
as the recommended Cambridge International A Level Sociology textbooks.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

Candidates often fail to distinguish between different forms of global migration (temporary, semi-permanent, and
permanent, for example) and how each form may affect the experience of the migrant and the community of origin.

Answers on the consequences of global migration often focus primarily on the economic dimension, thereby
missing the opportunity to broaden the response by also considering social, cultural and environmental impacts.

Candidates are often better informed about the negative consequences of global migration than the positive
consequences and this can lead to unbalanced answers.

In discussing global migration, many candidates fail to make sufficient distinction between consequences for the
individual migrant and consequences for the wider society.

A more nuanced understanding of the consequences of global migration would help candidates achieve higher
marks. For example, many candidates assume that developing countries always benefit from remittances

sent to family members by migrant workers. However, remittances are often saved and used to enable further

family members to migrate, thereby adding to the loss of workers and depopulation experienced as a negative
consequence by some developing countries.
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Question 3

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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0 The answer begins well by
referencing different theories about
the influence of the media, although
at this stage there is no link to
postmodernist ideas as such.

%%G&QQNA @ﬁ& \QQAANA&J\Q. %@f %io&@ e sea @ This is the start of the

""""" candidate’s discussion about
- W\C‘)QQJL(‘(\Q@% e the influence of the media. They

> ~ANQ Q\'%\‘De‘\& SN A1 | mention the postmodernist

Q\(\ QQ,% \Q\g d&% L N C contribution, though details about

e \\d\ \ 9%@(5 e N S0 gl postmodernist ideas are lacking at
w% g ocom\e o this point.
a%%%\& @?,CQ;E RO oS- | @) The candidate makes good
C{‘(ﬁ(\ﬁ el WONTONTS. \‘\@“\—’\NQ T\’Q*’\ use of the two-step flow model to
argue that people are not passive
recipients of media influences.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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o The candidate carefully
explains details about the two-step
flow model in an accurate and
literate form, demonstrating good
AO2 skills.

e The candidate offers a relevant
criticism of the two-step flow model,
demonstrating good evaluation
skills (AO3).

e The candidate explains the
reception analysis model well and
uses it to extend the analysis of
media influence in support of the
view expressed in the question.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

o The candidate uses relevant
study evidence to illustrate points
about the reception analysis
model is an example of good AO2
skills. However, references to

¢ Qmm\@ \g o
AN g postmodernist ideas are not made
&}—Q% O QQOQ\Q R V@*PG&@&L directly.

i "‘\'@\\w\m\ TS oWt CEs o et e Codoe

o L S o oo (\\ng e The candidate gives a brief,
CU\Q% but helpful mention of the reception
A aceocRe ol smo\en co conad analysis model
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A A SN AT & S O\O complete arguments and evidence
) rg@\@é’ Q,Q(\Q Q,, \C \.\Q’:‘) . N r&)\ for the view expressed in the
| N0 o0, - D '\& question here with an accurate
QQQQ o A ;\é and well-informed discussion of
o the uses and gratifications model,
BNyt %C’k‘\ C‘i demonstratingiq good AO1 and AO2
I Q%ngéae ......
vONMRX L <

@\Q O
SRS g eMe%Ae\mw N
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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@ @ The candidate gives a

S relevant critical perspective on the
previously described models of
media effects, with good use of the
term ‘deterministic’ to demonstrate
analytical insight and awareness
of broader philosophical issues
underpinning social science. This
shows good AO2 and AO3 skills.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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0 The candidate gives a sound

account of the hypodermic-syringe
model as a line of analysis against
the view expressed in the question.

@ The candidate makes good use
of a study to illustrate the thinking
behind the hypodermic-syringe
model.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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@ A further study (Bandura)

adds depth to the analysis in

the preceding two paragraphs,
demonstrating sound AO2 skills and
keeps the evaluation well focused
on the issue of the extent of media
influence.

@ The candidate provides a
sound link to Marcuse and the
Frankfurt School, which was
an important influence on the
development of postmodernist ideas
later in the twentieth century.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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N\
f\“ coohels, S\ nos eV exoios @ @ The conclusion adds very little
e A e RO AAAOKX O\‘?Q\OQW\N& to the preceding discussion.
&)\u\:\O&-@\s\Q s O N -\/‘\)\x% Mark for AO1 = 6 out of 9
Lod ‘e ark for =6 out 0
e O—““\“ < S8 Mark for AO2 = 8 out of 11

Mark for AO3 = 10 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
24 out of 35

How the candidate could improve their answer

» Higher marks could have been achieved by providing more detail about postmodernist ideas, explaining why
that perspective views the media as having such a strong influence in society today. Lack of references to
postmodernist thinkers was a notable omission, although to the candidate’s credit the answer remained focused
throughout on the key issue raised by the question of the extent of media influence today.

*  While the candidate covered some limitations of each model of media effects, implicitly or explicitly, they missed
the opportunity to reflect on the limitations of this type of abstract modelling in general. Arguably, both passive and
active models of media effects are over-generalised, too abstract to be readily tested in studies, deterministic, and
speculative, among other drawbacks.

» Had the candidate’s conclusion reflected the analytical skill shown in their preceding discussion, higher marks
would have been awarded.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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0 The candidate provides
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b e Lft ond enpreer thersdves b evem postmodernists mean when they
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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0 This ending to the paragraph

is better in terms of linking the
feminist perspective to the question.
Ultimately, though, the point is
unconvincing in the sense that
earlier the candidate was implying
that the media was central to the
lives of both men and women,
though within a differential power
structure and set of effects.

@ The candidates highlights

a relevant angle supporting the
view expressed in the question
and demonstrates a sound
understanding of the interpretivist
perspective.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

How the candidate could improve their answer

+ Some parts of the answer required greater development and to be better explained in order to clarify and
substantiate the points being made.

» The conclusion was promising but would have gained higher marks had the references to the difficulty of
establishing the extent of media influence been explained more fully. For example, what might be the practical and
methodological difficulties of studying media influence in this context.

» The answer was rather short on references to specific postmodernist contributions to the study of the media.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — low Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — low, continued
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Examiner comments

Here, the candidate seems to
be conflating postmodernist and
Marxist ideas, with the notion that
the media is used to distract people
from what is really happening, being
more associated with the Marxist
analysis than the postmodernist.

o Again, this is more a conflict
perspective of the kind exemplified
by Marxist theory. Connecting
these ideas so closely with
postmodernism shows some
misunderstanding, and therefore
weak AO1 and AO2 skills.

The candidate provides a
useful link to the idea of media as
narrative but does not develop or
challenge.
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Example Candidate Response — low, continued
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Examiner comments

e The candidate’s argument

is unclear. This is an example of
where the candidate might offer

a good point but needs to find a
clearer and more accurate set of
words to drive home their meaning
in relation to the question.

e The relevance and meaning
in this paragraph are particularly
difficult to understand.

o This is an assertion. To be
convincing, the point needs to

be supported with evidence and/
or examples, and the candidate
also needs to explain how and
why videos about skincare may be
highly influential.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — low, continued Examiner comments
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in being difficult to decipher, with
terms appearing with no obvious
context (for example, the reference
to pressure groups in the final
sentence).

Mark for AO1 = 2 out of 9
Mark for AO2 = 3 out of 11
Mark for AO3 = 3 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
8 out of 35

How the candidate could improve their answer

» There is a suggestion that the candidate had some good knowledge and understanding, but their ability to express
ideas was limited on this evidence. Greater clarity and accuracy in forming sentences was needed to gain higher
marks.

+ The candidate knew some relevant postmodernist terms but did not to apply them well to the question. To improve
the answer, there needed to be greater attention given to explaining why postmodernists think that the media is a
pervasive influence in people’s lives today.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

* Questions about postmodernist theory are often answered with little or no detailed understanding of the
perspective. Indirect references to the theory rather than direct discussion is a common mistake among candidates.

» Candidates would benefit from understanding more about how postmodernist theory relates to earlier traditions in
sociology, such as the interpretivist and critical theory (Frankfurt School) contributions.

« Higher marks could be gained by guiding candidates on how to write more developed conclusions to their answers.

+ Candidates would benefit from greater awareness of limitations in specific postmodernist ideas, such as those
linked to the concepts of hyperreality, simulacra and identity.

» Higher marks could be gained when discussing media influence by considering whether some groups are more
likely to be influenced than other groups (the poor rather than the rich, for example, or vice versa).

» Some candidates wrongly identify an ideological role for the media in postmodernist thinking. In doing so,
they overlook the absence of a theory of power in postmodernism. Postmodernists provide what they see as a
descriptive account of the media as opposed to an analysis of the media’s power structure and role in society.
Distinguishing between postmodernism and Marxist theory is important in that respect.
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Question 4

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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51



Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

L uaee 0 halt onandbers  ecausse
faan slocted Yo PErade  0efoss nodeaol
honrdacs  tmeoatns  Yaeok I(W \wowe
MOCe oS Lo covel  owad o\ onore : R
N e s @ | @ mtckarownspont
(TS9N L-%hA\S\JO\.OQ\iCCd df\ﬂﬂbﬁfl@ \\)\J&AAO\ - | the reference to ‘the new economic
COLROTTU NS M@Q&&L\S @J;Q e & shift’ is potentially relevant.
o \&xo\e Soup of Avcreholders. foc exampe
Tuoér\ec \S{o}&_/\n LOAY QC\O\\g\ol&.u\ @ea Owned ’/
\/au sl 0&@«»@ of \a%b\& \V\Cmch‘\g
U5 crecuor Modk D ckachere, S cow
Oused bu o \osee Yusmbes 28 ndaxdual
aundk \\gxs&\wk\u\o&) alnorfio\diecs . Q,onsen mm),(,,\ A
A Lo Une Sack dnod Yrere ore  sov i)
p@ovba MLQ\(L wv%@mka,u,@(\ roro of —
. g3 telken malciag ar
el b 5- wmfozgn\io bike @ | @ At ne of argument here
: erhaps, but again the candidate
_@ML@MMM;M_QL@@MQJE his / ber volids fries t(F)) reasongpoints through to
MQMA,MOD&QM Magketd argues Lha) Here provide a sound analytical response
iuu been o 0(LCf€aJ€ c@ J/L{ Dﬁmuar ol | to the question.
Hee USA Joverment becarge (PLOPLQ can
Lo alkernotive (@QQCOQi@ and._crilicod
copumentary b, the Todecnes - pat Lo e
M%ogmm% of _few medic He contenr
has hecome pore {uerceddue e 9.
pw,pLe con  lilce  sapme pg.cb [uwc Heir
tommentary cnder . Hhon,  cde. thorfere.
moce people (GA express  [loir @/) . On a/r/L
olders con  cecol 4. L.« fpw,vaq waiG b
read abocs ecompuniism sn Uhina ool
devde _Jher ‘L (R beller <eononiC
 Sttucduce Mot e tbiods Gz

Wep bty haretore | L s harder

53



Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments
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media. The candidate misses the
opportunity to discuss differences
between authoritarian regimes and
democratic governments in relation
to control of the media.
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments
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The candidate demonstrates
good AO2 skill in linking the
discussion to a relevant sociological
perspective (Marxist theory) and
developing the point through
reference to Marcuse and the idea
of false consciousness.
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments
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the issues raised by the question.

Mark for AO1 = 8 out of 9
Mark for AO2 = 9 out of 11
Mark for AO3 = 12 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
29 out of 35

How the candidate could improve their answer

+ The candidate demonstrated that they were capable of some considered and well-reasoned analysis in their
response to the question. In that context, the conclusion to the answer was disappointing. A more sharply honed
and thoughtful conclusion would have improved the response.

» There was scope to make more links to relevant sociological theories, such as the pluralist view of the media and
the debates between digital optimists and digital pessimists.

» There were a few places where the candidate could have been more questioning about the points they were
making. For example, stating that authoritarian regimes are able to have complete control over the media is
contentious. Citizens accessing foreign media illicitly occurs even under the North Korean regime and the internet
is exceptionally difficult to police even with the powers of an authoritarian state. A little more nuance in expressing
some of the key points would have added to what overall was a very good answer.
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments
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“ The answer begins well with
an accurate reference to pluralist
theory as a supporting point for
the view expressed in the question
(AO1 skills shown).

o The reference to ‘democratic
regimes argue that media content
is based on what the majority

want’, is somewhat confusing.

A democratic regime is not a
sociological perspective and it is left
unclear in the statement who within
a democratic regime is arguing that
media content reflects the wishes of
the majority. The paragraph needed
to be more closely linked to the
question and better expressed.

o A helpful reference to the role
of editors and journalists in creating
media content. However, the point
that editors and journalists may
have power in the context of the
media could have been developed
and supported with evidence.

For example, how do editors and
journalists exercise control over the
media and what are the sources of
their power?
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o A good line of analysis is
introduced at this point, linking with
the digital optimist view that the
new media has helped open more
channels for individuals to challenge
the existing power structures in
society, including the power of
government. More development of
the point and supporting examples
would have helped gain further
marks.

e While the feminist perspective
is a relevant reference in the context
of the question, the particular point
here is weak and poorly expressed.
The idea that the government has a
‘male gaze agenda’ is unconvincing.
If there is a male gaze agenda
operating in the media, it is set by
male audiences and/or the actions
of those who work within the media
seeking to boost circulation figures
and/or generate more advertising
revenue; it is not at all clear from
the candidate’s answer what it
might mean for the government to
have a male gaze agenda.

e In this paragraph and the
preceding one, the candidate
begins to make the case that
governments may have powers to
control the media. However, details
about what those powers are and
how they might be implemented are
largely absent from the analysis.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

0 Potentially a good point, but
again lacking detail. Why is the
position of editors and journalists
so dependent on government
favour and what evidence is there
that the government has this
level of control? Is the candidate
still referring to the situation in
authoritarian regimes or all types
of government? The paragraph
is unclear on those important
questions.

@ A helpful reference to
censorship and regulation in this
paragraph, but the candidate

links these processes to the new
media specifically. Censorship

and regulation are features with all
forms of media, including traditional
media, so it is unclear why the
candidate is discussing the new
media specifically in this context.

e The point being made about
government funding seems

to be assertion rather than an
acknowledged fact or a point arising
from an established sociological
analysis. The point needed to be
developed through reference to
appropriate sociological material to
be convincing.

@ The candidate offers a
conclusion, but it is short of
substance. It would be better if the
candidate could express which
lines of argument they find most
convincing in relation to the exam
question and why.

Mark for AO1 = 6 out of 9
Mark for AO2 = 7 out of 11
Mark for AO3 = 8 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
21 out of 35
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

How the candidate could improve their answer

+ While the candidate covered a range of relevant points for and against the view in the question, there needed to be
more substance to the points to merit higher marks.

» Using evidence from relevant studies to support key points would have been one way the candidate could have
added substance. More links to relevant sociological theories would also have helped.

» Some points would have benefited from more thinking through, as they ultimately seemed weak and unconvincing
points in relation to the question.
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Example Candidate Response — low
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Examiner comments

0 The candidate makes an
appropriate link to pluralist and
Marxist theory, but the development
that follows is hard to understand as
the wording is unclear in parts.

e There is some sense of this
material being relevant to the
question, but again the wording
lacks clarity.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — low, continued
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Examiner comments

o The candidate makes a useful
reference to the role of audiences
in controlling the media (AO1). The
point could be better developed

by considering specific ways that
audiences can influence media
content beyond simply commenting
on social media.

o There is a confusing reference
here to managers being the
pluralists and the point of the
paragraph is unclear.
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Example Candidate Response —

low, continued
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Examiner comments

e The candidate’s answer jumps
around here. In this paragraph,
there is a quick switch to discussing
owners, but little substance to the
point being made.

e The candidate offers the
assertion that owners can show
audiences what they (the owners)
want the audience to see, but no
evidence or relevant sociological
reasoning is given to support this
point.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — low, continued
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Examiner comments

o There is a lack of clarity in the
point being made and no linkage
to relevant sociological material
(theories, concepts, explanations,
evidence).

e A relevant example of
government intervention to
influence the media, but the
underlying point about the link
between government and media
managers is left underdeveloped,
so demonstrating only limited AO3
skills.

64




Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response - low, continued Examiner comments
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Example

Example Candidate Response —

Candidate Responses — Paper 4

low, continued
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Examiner comments

0 A basic conclusion, with the
reasoning increasingly difficult to
follow.

Mark for AO1 =4 out of 9
Mark for AO2 = 5 out of 11
Mark for AO3 = 6 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
15 out of 35
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

How the candidate could improve their answer

Many points lacked clarity in a linguistic sense.

While some relevant points for and against the view in the question were stated, there was very little development
in the form of explanation and/or supporting sociological material.

Relevant theories were mentioned, but the candidate demonstrated little understanding of how those theories could
have been used in answering the question.

The answer could have been improved in terms of its logical sense. Some points needed to be more clearly
expressed and more closely applied to the question that reflects more than just a limitation in the use of language.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

Conflating the ruling class with government occurs quite often in answers about control of the media. While the
ruling class in the form of rich media owners may control the media, this grouping should not be confused with the
government, which is a separate institutional structure with its own imperatives and modes of operation.

Some candidates wrongly assume that the new media is controlled by individual content creators rather than by
powerful ownership groups and platform providers. They don't recognise that there is an ongoing sociological
debate about where the balance of powers lies between different agencies and social actors in relation to the new
media.

Some candidates wrongly assume that democratic governments have little power to control the media by contrast
with authoritarian regimes. Thinking more critically about the role of democratic governments in the media space
would help these candidates write more informed answers for this part of the syllabus.

Answers addressing the issue of government control of the media often omit to consider specific mechanisms
through which government may exercise control. Some candidates assume that the government possesses
relevant powers to control the media, rather than demonstrating in the answer where that power resides and to
explain the means through which it is exercised. Good answers, by contrast, demonstrate a detailed understanding
of mechanisms such as censorship, public ownership, regulation, control of digital infrastructure, licensing and
funding, as ways that government can exercise control in relation to the media.

A common mistake is for candidates to confuse assertion with appropriate sociological reasoning. This often
occurs where a point is asserted as fact rather than developed through reference to relevant sociological concepts,
theories, evidence and explanations. Candidates should be encouraged to challenge the points they make and
consider the range of alternative interpretations and viewpoints available.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Question 5

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

o The candidate gives a good
link to the question explaining how
religion may serve the interests of
the ruling class (good AO2 skills).
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments
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A m& . A A /mﬂﬁ j fnﬂl lAJuch @Aclearand accurate
juxtaposition of functionalist theory

s Ibrn _4v. m‘iM Hhw . SO Ujh
)’;\Jﬁfﬂﬂl /4 Ty and. U’m Lq c /fl with the Marxist theory of religion,

fW 6-»- $0ud/( Wor) bb'/@a A demonstrating good AO3 skills.
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments
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A reasonable conclusion that
rightly points to the multi-faceted
nature of religion and variance it
is used by different groups and in
differing circumstances.

Mark for AO1 =7 out of 9
Mark for AO2 = 9 out of 11
Mark for AO3 = 10 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
26 out of 35

How the candidate could improve their answer

» The answer could have been improved by greater focus on the reference to religious organisations in the question.
More examples of how the organisational aspects of religion may serve ruling class interests would have been

helpful.

»  While references to the feminist theory of religion may help to support the view expressed in the question, more
attention might have been paid to explaining the differences with Marxist theory, and specifically how and why men
might be viewed as a ruling class.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments
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- _\possess. suth.ar /7&0//7 lontrol. over hes . Lives ferce..
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| N A s f of the Marxist idea that religion
ﬁ {7? = e /u/ Ll e Cyme CRL22p 2. XL, is the ‘opium of the people’,

e | B Lo HO2es Méy/zoﬁa//émaﬁ ..OPJZ{M.J.._0/26._,.&0%/@. demonstrating good AO1 and AO2

e Tttt ndivibuady  hove favm:f/w?f o took forevedd <o skills.
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—afler. decctl.  and %WLL{ Spenol £t cn. e peraolie ]
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- lacceppt. their sufferings as. it O geen as. God-sent ar S o The candidate makes a direct
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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detllr et rEA ﬁaxn _zﬁayfaaf.. ) Aaclyrmﬂd[f He cues tha
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o There is good use of the
concept of social solidarity to
introduce an alternative perspective
to the Marxist theory of religion.

o The candidate describes the
connection between religion and
the creation of social solidarity, as
identified in the work of functionalist
theorists well, so good AO2 and
AQO3 skills shown.

e The candidate makes good use
of the concept of value consensus,
again demonstrating relevant
knowledge and application in
relation to the question.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

N Seetiite. o Soctly: %re/é)zc) religlors. fiedas. socitty. .
N cubrole. it . VAUUE  CONSERNL .. ... .

‘---»—ﬁlbfég.aﬁﬁ_@..,.)V,?G{ITOI?JT ._alfa..._a/dlekn.c......bﬁcat‘.,._‘_!fét{glcbn._...,
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comparison with the Marxist view
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,/f)acal@._,__,[.’/d‘Cczszo[....[)(&[.......’ﬁ)&.....Lu.édféa&t_-:ZT.‘ Carn... crlro

. ,ée/p,mal/w‘ca/a[/ -y E8p2e Clk!/\/y LTHOSE e ELE. Sfotur = CLLnrey. accept what they cannot control.
— ’éoAaue /7()06 o there. ¢ ///[C aféer, o/€&£h49d¢°ﬁ, There are some similarities as
|bhey have . Gomething. do lookforawarl to andthet | | Well as some differences between
| heawen , bence. ..,mau’r_zg.._.:(:h&....Suﬁ,%tz’):gf.,._on._famé/g Pa.rslons functlor)allst ideas ?bOUt
] 4 . y % religion as a coping mechanism
e bt prore. Ltarzble then <t..celucelly. i Thertfars | a0 the Marxist account of the

a\?@uhv. acterlirzg.. To... gaffdl?a’..,..kﬁtl'gzbn. beneﬁh’tf/?c ideological role of religion, which the
maancéaa/@wt/?efo;zeé/aramolaf - Soctly. tlseqf. | | candidate could have mentioned.

|ofboth__the . ,m(jng _class _,,an&(‘,,‘,v&utcty,:as. a coholt .

N Eowever, woe. can also..argue. that. (t. depﬁndx_._,_On_,.w,la,ich,,e o The conclusion adds little to the
-|perspectives we. find _more.. clebateable. than othem-cn | | @nalysis and the points made offer
no further analysis or development.

Nomcter._o. agree . _chether. retigion . benefts capctalicm or...

_jereates. sodal s.o_t_(,o.lanlﬂ ~and _Jalue._concencus - _ Mark for AO1 = 7 out of 9

Mark for AO2 = 7 out of 11
Mark for AO3 = 9 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
23 out of 35

How the candidate could improve their answer

+ The material used to support the view in the question is limited to an accurate account of the main features of the
Marxist theory of religion. Higher marks could have been gained by using a wider range of material to support the
view, including examples of how religious organisations might support the interests of the ruling class in practice.

» The evaluation was limited to an account of the functionalist theory of religion. There was no direct analysis of
possible limitations in the Marxist view that religion serves the interests of the ruling class.

* The conclusion said little more than that the answer to the question depended on which sociological perspective
one favours. A sharper, more analytical conclusion would have improved the answer.
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Example Candidate Response — low Examiner comments
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e The candidate provides a basic
summary of the importance of the
concept of ruling class interests in
Marx’s work (AO1).

O el mm,,, ek o ek A0
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Example Candidate Response —

low, continued
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Examiner comments

o The candidate identifies coping
with the stresses of life as one way
in which religion may support the
working class.

o The candidate makes a good
point about the significance of the
afterlife in encouraging the working
class to accept suffering in their

life on earth, showing relevant
knowledge and sound application to
the question.

e The candidate draws a solid
link between the solace provided by
religion and the working class being
persuaded to avoid rebellion and
conflict in this life (AO1 and AO2).
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Example Candidate Response - low, continued Examiner comments
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e The candidate makes reference

ond ewmm‘ﬂﬁ boumel & n)um\ +he to Marxist theory being too
obther  diverse bemes vebi g §24_ —em, feun u{/o», deterministic and demonstrates
i coed~s oy h - Con &= &!g L good AO2 and AOS skills.

Filfort infeicls 5 K fe bl

Ok Svt.g_____m______c_,_c'\h(—fy;. {3 ﬁpk— .. fer~ritk  fo
daw  Merxign, to L, boo _ furtterr A?WAJ on

__________________ ,_Hv». uzsy,_e \/J‘IQ" of ¢lemren te 41(%_.14,4. Y

_________ = Jner Anferithe o ~ornes /4 fhose o e The candidate expresses this
C’*—:/"”» f , brief point well. The point might
have been further developed to

provide a substantive rejoinder to
e Fan L’“"L’lﬂ‘ iee Ik TS the Marxist theory of religion.
M(" Mﬂ L—*IL‘«/‘I-A- Lo~ yebher >“V'\‘-\ g ,\-\!“
@\m yole enetid  (or P (4‘ e 8 :w{‘ Q e Arelevant reference to
1 functionalist theory, but too
underdeveloped to gain many
marks.

Mark for AO1 =5 out of 9
Mark for AO2 = 5 out of 11
Mark for AO3 = 6 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
16 out of 35
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How the candidate could improve their answer

The account of Marxist theory was quite well done, but the rest of the answer lacked detail and ultimately provided
only a very limited evaluation of the view expressed in the question.

The answer could have been improved by including examples of specific ways in which religious organisations may
serve the interests of the ruling class. For example, parallels between the hierarchy in religious organisations and
the power and status of the ruling class might have been examined. Links between the ruling class and the funding
of religious organisations could also have been discussed.

Functionalist theory provided a powerful contrast to the Marxist theory of religion, but the answer lacked a
substantive account of the functionalist contribution.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

The term ‘ruling class’ refers to a group who enjoy a privileged position in society on the basis of their economic
power primarily. Some candidates wrongly conflate other privileged groups, such as men and the feudal
aristocracy, with the ruling class.

Candidates often discuss religion in general even where the question refers to the role of religious organisations
specifically. More attention to the organisational aspects of religion would help avoid this mistake when answering
questions that refer directly to the impact of religious organisations.

Answers on the role of religion are often confined to a contrast between Marxist and functionalist perspectives.
Better answers would range more widely, drawing on additional theories and using examples and evidence to
support the discussion.

Differences in the Marxist perspective are often overlooked in answers on the role of religion. For example,

classical Marxists have a very different view of the role of religion to later Marxists such as Gramsci, Althusser, and
the Frankfurt School.
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Question 6

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments
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~ence. \uo\\kﬁcmé&

O IR oxs ‘?0 \}A/\L

R S A et o Y\@UD A ‘900 Le '\Vo“\*o a 0 The candidate explains and
L RO IR Ao GRG- Ao et &0\ ace o illustrates a further element of
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments
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. !’\Dmxﬁc&sz& V- q e The candidate makes good
€0 o @Q\LQQ\YQ\ 3 use of an argument against Bruce,
S\ﬁ@u& AR, BOOLN o helping to demonstrate AO3 skills.
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e The candidate extends the
discussion of Bruce’s ideas,
showing insight into the significance
of religious pluralism. Ultimately, the
point about increased fragmentation
in religious organisations is not
explained convincingly as a
rejoinder to Heelas’ point about
people still turning to religion for
solace and emotional support.

o The candidate provides a
helpful reference to Weber’s
concept of rationalisation.

[} omote S omEAN mmomt Maod |
W :)Q@Md \ﬁ;eﬁ;_\@f\\(\ _ACKKONR.. ‘@9&@
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments
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a¥=3'3' SRS U - gmé%‘i o AN
B B o Vo PES TGS pcmszx&, @V\Q‘(Q \e\g
QQ' b e The candidate gives a clear

LOCOCRR N
\g,@(@cee?en YQﬁC§®V O\‘(\Q&
] v&\@Yﬂ \p\rﬁib\/\ and well-expressed account of the

- SO\ A\ m%Q ‘%\—% E %‘" significance of rationalisation as a
O R EONN €Q@§>\e_ R factor that may have undermined
‘?K\ @@Y oY oo @ ,m_q the social significance of religion.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

@ A brief rejoinder to Weber's
argument using the example of
NRMs (new religious movements).
This evaluative point might have
been further developed by the
candidate to gain more AO3 marks.

@ Excellent use of another
relevant concept ‘disengagement’.

T The coc el ;. e rsoR e oo cox]
Nave soesad ou\c\& E @&fem&
\

> QD

enders 0n com LS S Y A ety
esc O Mo ot MO paclks urb
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

Jexrcege Grod nEovaenl . A
Qo< A =
i worcres. i oo

(OIS S VI (o T N =N s & W A O Y-S
%( Q)QQQW\,?\_Q M%\@x}_&.@q&; ______
s @(\M O el Ao e o

0 The candidate explains the
idea of disengagement very well in
this paragraph, demonstrating good
AO2 skills in particular.

Qe cosed A ;

18 W SY R VIS = YN %Q,szsb M et
, S N\(\@R\ . M@% S

C@@;@@SQS d\k&Q\(\%’ﬂQ

RG-S W =t (‘wﬁ‘@\}%
\\’\Q\QM\ s Mg}g@c& . z@o@\cm@%%

(Q . 9% TN Ol @S&\ ReSE. C@(\\(\e@\_@& @ The candidate makes a short,
e emw\g_ O Snens 2N aSto but well-made poi_nt against Martin’s
Cacdumdoa Dol ch ”?g\cm\x& argument about disengagement.

,,.ﬂ:j@e@@@g J\)_QQ
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

@ The candidate carries out

a good evaluation (AO3) again,
pressing the point that religion still
remains socially significant in many
countries.

e \?@\(\c&s&} o %@o&@ m.;g
. \Q\Q&Q) e-\—e:) A0 AR S Reea Sy,
m\:l SR Yoo

“(Q,Q:? \»&&e S FSNONS
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

\am@g\:\@\aﬁ?a MO\\/&

@ A well-made point about a
possible move towards more
privatised forms of religious practice
in some societies.

N\
Q N W = con wm
O 10 CO 2 D) V\Q\( OO0, @ @ The candidate develops the
%&@‘(ﬁ%\@_ . | evaluation in a mature way by also

considering counter arguments to
Davie’s critique of the secularisation
thesis, thereby helping to merit high
marks for AO3.

@ The candidate makes good use
of Rodney and Bainbridge to further
the evaluation of the view in the
question.

-Ae\zo \J%w ’Y@«- nﬂmwx.\m A_Q

| resonade. LRV Hiaoke  NOLO S0t |
e Oy CleTssefon _
..................... % \}f& Q—é@\ﬁw\f\n ><\»Q\\\ \&‘3\-‘\/\_
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

| o e eRsend, (et Ehews Wewd

v Sepen w 8IS Frrpotends ro
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Qo ) Adead o s
LS Q-
E’x@c,e b eg e cs»(\

o %‘?\i\ s:oc/\e%ﬂk

@@@ < g CN\ \1@& \)&‘Q(‘Q cs&\

0 The candidate concludes

a detailed and well-informed
evaluation with a further line of
argument based around Berger’s
concept of de-secularisation.

cheo\eé@ a mc\cﬂ

Ear oW\ vo b Qe\r@\\ﬁ%’w\

89



Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

Koo ood foeseod® votund o v
oo ol Ag\onRC L Nic a0 Nes
0‘5 coOs. /\_\f\ﬁ% ACOANOAMT 0. AE

__________ .<a;.>€<’\\ \(c‘m\ofv&

S R\ R \O\QCS@Q&QC&

@ A good rejoinder to Berger,
maintaining the dialectical nature
of the debate the candidate has
pursued, impressing with the
sophisticated nature of the analysis
(AO3).

@ An underwhelming conclusion
relative to the high quality of
analysis provided in the main body
of the answer.

Mark for AO1 = 8 out of 9
Mark for AO2 = 9 out of 11
Mark for AO3 = 11 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
28 out of 35

How the candidate could improve their answer

» The conclusion needed a sharper edge to gain higher marks. One way this could have been accomplished would
have been through enquiring why sociologists find it hard to agree about the social significance of religion today. Is
it, for example, that they hold different definitions of religion to some extent; or is it due to methodological difficulties
in studying the significance of religion; or might it be that the thinkers are at cross-purposes to some degree, failing
to fully understand and respond directly to the points each other thinker is making?

» The candidate could have reflected on the growth of religious fundamentalism in recent years and whether this

marks a revival in the social significance of religion.

» Overall, the candidate succeeded in explaining the links to the question very well when making evaluative points.
There were just a few examples though where the explanation needed to go a little further in order to fully clarify

and justify the point being made.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

Ré\‘\qh’.v\ \os\\ héj \t\‘e sk o\ =y }u\n\u} PN ) \'B Xmu ‘“nnyr \‘h
v J J B

Y .
‘\%., 't\)us\- ce?——p 5 \m \"\me— 4Quﬂ,&r§s&qu_cl&¥z¢k_,_m_

%‘“\"“\'F : Al _abiokoow. ""\\%:“'L““‘\"“"\?‘e&?_““&‘él‘%bmﬁ‘o 0 The candidate refers to the
Lo g°~a‘—’>5‘~3———'°'—§—4m353ﬂ®~‘*¥—¢V3A“%~f<—“°\°—as—mﬁ“&w3 -+ possibility of a decline in religiosity
MNuacce__vaves ov\.x accosSenss Nawever, sowe afquesesnds without acknowledging that this may
be something slightly different to
the idea of a decline in the social
significance of religion. Religion
may lose its social significance

YV‘OL\Q) \)r’ - W\C\AC \)‘3 a(‘té\u\\\ Y%__Q‘c;\\gd\ov\ \\ 4 . \,mmﬁi_y‘s__oxc\ - 1
AN {\FEW;}NC)

Sec\,\n\d%\\'s\-é axgue rm}mﬁ_e,m?\;c_\gqx___e&\_cxgmtg;_\oa_@nveﬁma_%; without there necessarily being a
We  wiccesse '\Ln%_&vﬁcﬁ@_m\‘_cs..._Mzs&'__.\:chﬂioyﬁ___s.uc‘\n_u_-._j_ corresponding decline in religiosity,

i (’M@\e\-\av:»\t);,;\m@c_\}lm vn\u € “nq.\,_— “/m Martoge s and vice versa. This could occur,

\rm\u 0“.\ M_\;ﬂ_oux%i&.&_-_l&omw,c.:(‘_ﬂ‘_.é\llk?\.eﬁ_u:;\w%\_ for eXampIe, Wh.ere. r:ellgl9us bellef
J ke becomes more individualised and/or

evidence %\I,\b_w_.am_lumx_aus‘a_&yn_‘cc&_a:a\;e__\:‘ad\;_mgﬁ_a__ privatised .
oW deNwe e ‘-_e\*_-%\,m '
[ NeNwe o¥ r&t\%*ms__ew}:\g_@\;\m_&gm .__o,ms;mhé e o The candidate uses evidence
| exompde, lossec  ges é\'c;__am O SOV PR YRS W to support the idea of a decline in
. T B IP 4 I religious belief, showing sound AO1
__,.‘__ocaX*&eﬂé&%—mmdxaﬂ.zux_&a@_we@h;_ﬂl&_gkpr 4 | and AO2 skills.

2‘1\(\;;\,.1 oﬁu_A@&X\m&_—ln_‘ﬁéX_\%;\)mpa ] \7 c\' ‘4 PQC. -

Sfxm\\_\nrlsa_,_.u_lc_‘émc\_.not\ane__‘\laeh_

Boeher  peccone e ma_a__q_r.s ue '&a\- mklﬁ\_an__\ls_clea\l\c&a_

R xﬁ&/\ Yoe S Nue_. og _giemee L \Aosxkr___\.xn.c__"l(}e.ex_‘s

| dceme com \Q&_%LSA_@APX.\I:\LD._&‘{QS\L\\QC_A\J:)V—_\.\M?]ES;_\A. ._'Ih__‘ﬂnc_
: Yoo lnesses  and ddmess)
ﬂ__;_u:ﬁa_q,ta%)aﬁ__s_m&_;ﬁeﬂu&_&mw_\a o Ches \—}uh\\\a \ [
_ﬁ_iissxﬁ_mgajnwkm&\_,mew&,

. "a‘c)q\'v) selalen  wos, deed \.’o

uj bél\. Seimace S é

1 vee Mcune n\-gx\};m%_,.‘_?ea?.\ﬁ._&m_“\,mx\_uvﬁm_M@,&im\_cqve o The candidate makes a

"_Sy_\fég\\v_‘,\éecgr_._slt\‘.\mes&es_:ms.\nué__eg_iaxq-_\ma-_mm_?@)&\m__: reasonable point about the

1 W moes_ Sodiebicg Qsboeliad- to celiqlon - be sl significance of science as a factor

I Meie Neswie . aa \_as\;zg&—r‘e%,_;eﬁ_ geover_sdin A | that may be eroding the influence of
~ ‘ : religion.

1 Srecknn g\;\\ﬁ

Wit Whe.  lse  of G\n\m\‘\qa\-‘\ém .- wc;,_can_,w,\:lccj_)ﬂ:.____
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

Qauygco}r_\xas__gjaﬁmg
& : o B
_____a_%qims\_v___.cé&%cy.\.,_MOM_mvlﬁwmﬁ_\ s Yuesodswm. e 1o Vesed ]

\\WPP;“QQF . N oMer iews, awd

J— ..QST____C-‘%V.“._V.@\-E\'_‘\G_.,_&NLY&YL&_Q_‘{\ A emQSwa s \)&4\5 %) cc, \\na\ﬂ‘ DOYINS-y——] o
_values _awmd  belist, “166 do oY ee) 5 on o aaA o
L S— ﬁ».y.sg.“&mxm\__&ﬁmsf \ﬁﬁc \wxs ‘ \)ncm_.._w.\kc}_\\s._‘fla_\‘__ouﬂa

o The candidate identifies the
increase in humanist ideas as
a challenge to religious belief,

— Loreng. SnoVesd \r\eﬂm_,eomv_x_e&\aniﬂemw_hm._\\m’. _ Coe) abod demonstrating good knowledge

discussion (AO2).

RN . © . A
D \acl . omoaer ?QYS_P&A-:\VVP Y tmemi_oss _Mhdisea o Neere |

\\/\p\:) No_wet Nelieve r\ht{\ Corna R ) %\k?emm,_\_x_‘t&\__-_\om\sua_’
and D“e\r\ boh M Vel Qs b \w ‘-A S AencE. . CoNas. |
. -(“\‘\Qv ~\"7 . co\mmow\ jsmc,:;c‘as\ma \aec_ug_%ﬁ o? \\'\y Dresieu \n

‘ Q —% _
| wmenVened N evoly Man o? Qn\&c@_,_MAS\_\nmﬂ. . _BME._moxe ]

Viele __menSiened e \L\v\_c,ws/\._sf—'_..j‘ h M;&LV‘::(\\&A‘LSM;A#‘ RSETE PR e o The candidate makes a

ATV T We . thu‘\n_uﬂ_a MeﬂSQ.ﬂ&A:___?.EI.S.?d.\‘:\.\/.e,g_.u_\'x_bwe,\le‘(‘_r. brief reference to the growth
Mew Nl adyold  ovies o V{;\én__,_ﬁkaé_mw&i&c_\/mmo_v_\’.\sm,__ of individualism, without fully
ond  Aeowa b oeing \\ﬂe:\r__li.'a\mas_\o&saé_aﬂ__gwllna_' explaining the significance of this

for the idea of a decline in religious

o ] N i
A US W _,e_\_r__ﬁo_el‘t_‘eQ_ﬁ_._l\a_m_s:é__@z‘\___\ze_r_esegsg\\_._“ﬁa_vma&.t_ influence and belief.

| These v:\e_wj_._mo.w__s%\\:cck_éﬁe\\n e n__pelitton_as___sceledy hos

. [Y
-o\\\q,ec 0?\\0‘(& \‘o o.\'w SOSE accol 3\\ m{\) \-o “ue\\r : 'c- \\\A <

] M_.Enww;\f&a_“_‘?g,s}_,,_x_e_\j%\.on RS Secn__as._one. ok “m wos.t

ﬁ___?u;\?u&mw\_'_\msxfx_\m\\:\.uﬂs;LmWSgag\—u o T MooV oo ,,Q—

_mﬁé&fc&\ﬁmmé_ﬁmgﬁ__‘mc&mmé_na&és_,_ }n}_._\LQs_\L\aS_,._%A.

. stz ‘\\a_ ey ex;‘_Qj__S&C\JKLR)—.—AAL\I_A&?r_ A__,_33>_A:\A._6.\\M»_\;~__
m.:\NX},ASoyxs-._\Eb_v’__.&&gm?_\_s,_,__m69\a_o.axs te?f\:_\e_e_é__cla.lm\‘a clag s_ei__:
and \\V\S\;n’({k o&;__',\&:a.‘_mbid_\:.c_\x_\ S PN \\\‘.’1_n.o;w._l/_'10.\fh_.
;——iclw\iw—x;—s-c\éme——vﬁé\ﬁ—w-é—e-mﬁﬁsul\im\mn&—-ﬁ—e e e Here, the candidate focuses
1bAma _hudled: %\w.\\m_\%_,__\&;e_&o_\m\;m JANSEPRG WP PPN more directly on the social
significance of religion, drawing

the answer more tightly into the
question (AO2).

—_—] _&ba&Q\i&nXS._—'cm\.C\.— . A_p‘é\.m_c 3. \n o, b} ;l m()\.\m.ﬁ s Qn A Wiges ?6.5}.;,__:

Yres_ose e B aalh \oa&p.te__r;eﬁaf P &;:r_ee.v.e_&:,_ce._\‘sﬂ\\_ﬂn,
_;._ _w_ﬁ.s__u_se_un__gotwﬂ ok_aa.\t\.kgc\;x.\a Q V\A_coyl.\-_r.o.\..gccax‘_xﬂﬂ :
= \e guv\n\:\:\“\j\s\‘v “mn_m‘e_,L, i ‘.__\"\__.\L\' Q—__?_.\Zd.sxdx\:&,__%nd__aonﬂm.\fv\.n.ﬂ_\:—
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

— _%6yﬁfmm_m?\_é_&m\:\ﬁé__\lﬁ;_u_gé_i;&\mlw@s__\oécxe,___l ST

;'___;_é&&‘\&eh_sa&vg;_(LS_A;\LA\ke__td\ngiceé__\\.nxzo_sn&\_e}_s_.téQRAL\\;\ﬂ__

’ f(‘ﬁ\\\q&\n\x'& \:u\uéﬁ.

] ‘_%Qmd_'_géct\.é.o_%\ﬁ_\_&__Qgﬂagm%&;&e&_@lalau_\&_nm\z_md;o

. “nu\ R Qm\,\- c\f\ei XY Relicdon e gw\a&(\&_gé._\\y_L&Q s‘ci_&_e;\,l EX:S o A useful I.me of ana|y3|§ as.the
o 0 N ‘ J candidate switches to considering
A eg\? \\\- Cawn c\\— \x“ Qovae\‘\fe(\ -

the arguments against the view
expressed in the question.

.

| %oiie\ ea\\g\- \ke.,e;l&s\l) &Q%&é__\x_/}gh\‘_'tckaf\_ém_' \\$_aamm6ma;ﬂﬁ_., Y SEYSUL W
.._..__.‘Q_S;__.S_M:\L\'% A__E_V.ekb?s \uu\ \«é\- \DQ\\V\hl ‘NS G\aB}\SﬁQM%-AVaMEmm\ﬁ e A user| reference tO the

, C N ! . ] . u e concept of privatised religious
..,_;&2@;\/}“&3_._.?1’_\‘!_\\1)3QA._,..\J.&,\)L&Q__QQA__ﬁe_m%eﬁ\nﬁt\'_._ss:cbé&u\s.a_\:\_g' . pra ctice and belief ( AO3).

——— Jt‘&‘l&.\E:C.&.__..._?“@_Q_?X_e_—_Q‘T_&_..QSLC\A“;\\_‘Q_A\%_WXG__:\LJ:AR%}@S—@Q&&J&.
. \\m{,\;\ Seredk  menns. o _exumple, witn Ve access 0 The candidate points to the rise
____._._ﬁ\:&Ae_&‘.‘:.._Sﬁ'\ﬂ_._QS_. e.\.\X‘ﬂ).e_,___pﬁ‘tz‘).\,&__mce__c\.al.e,_.__‘s_cﬁ&:e_‘n_é_‘ Of N_RMS’ SUCh as CUItS' However’
the issue of whether changes such
as the growth of NRMs and the
increasing importance of privatised

: : : religious practice, adds to or

WM W ise oY edls | conchies_ore  Vemming Welcown | | Undermines the social significance

L reNdiens \nﬁ“\égg Q‘L\_A_\(lﬁx\l‘.\jd _._.Bmé:_\.vi\A_\_flél\'s:e.A..,...l‘p.\ﬁ.e.‘qs,._.gﬂ.m&ap_\;o of re”gion .goes. unaddressed.
N ‘ Some sociologists would argue,

Clhueh ___wass. Ah&ime_._&d_e.vi\_a.smc.&_?m\.\aﬁs_\ﬁf__m ebeone &

o wnek _cdedde Yhis lwcxt)_"_e___?m‘;\_‘\_a‘x(ﬁé-_\w_v\_n_,__

Sewa s cpeni ) \\x\):‘er? N \n\—‘. enond__A oes_nok._head

for example, that NRMs are a

*f—*";‘x\—eﬁ‘“ﬁﬁ——&———&%\“@——x" be esadlered usdth. symptom of a decline in the social
e : A ] significance of religion rather than
Moo gog@s%tx&s.;a}_ﬂm AN Moo \ovses_oltss o godiely | being an g)fam.ple of a revival in the
T_____;xﬁc___vﬁf&\s\ﬁ\_gm;_usjo_un_..qﬁ_s,&uﬁ.\.&)__'fha.__A.ap.é.mc\,_nn,;._‘_vn:\_\la_; role of rellglon n SOCIety'
05— Wacu vasn_ vt hmve éccees. e ‘hac‘&k\amﬁc.ﬂlézosefL\:uf\.s @ A brief point about the
omé 2dseeNon ch\m g_e)noé\s . This Mushouce ey _ e ﬁaa‘_\m'.sk importance of religion as a form
see\adiesNon ‘ : o of emotional and practical support
B , C o e for the underprivileged but needed
, : ' S tt in high
h_j.\.e-_\\\.e;mxs_%‘i ,é__c;omgkex_'ms\\?},\-\x\nmu_.av\m a0 _:QQQ\:q-tS__Q&}c.c\:\vg. — further development to gain higher
) e Ve ¥ N} marks.
S\ \‘x&m@e__&n..so&\e; _._Smlmﬁ.zs%\s\s__mub_.a_ga.\&e_\}ts.__. ec\).\z‘@
due Yo Vo s ddahadion , ewed anlMiam o science , an 0 A rather weak conclusion,
.—‘__&m?_e»_d\.c&_e_ﬁ 3 __..\z;m&e.,\n.e_v_ssme._m; ____Q.\‘_a\_a_e__\.l_\"_g__cc\nu_na\ma_ ‘ nOt rea”y addlng mUCh InS|ght in

relation to the set question.

——\_‘.SE*MA{)s_ﬁ}_V&r}_\dL@QX:\p.\a_mc\__m}_éaa\‘wﬁw; _,\A::IX\;\WV_SAQCQQ\-%’;‘-‘

Mark for AO1 = 6 out of 9
Mark for AO2 = 7 out of 11
Mark for AO3 = 9 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
22 out of 35
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

How the candidate could improve their answer

» Higher marks could have been gained by referring to more sociological concepts, such as religious disengagement,
religious pluralism, religious fundamentalism, rationalisation and disenchantment.

* There was scope to question whether purported changes in religiosity necessarily imply a change in the social
significance of religion. The two things can be unrelated to some extent.

» The answer was rather short of references to the ideas of relevant sociologists and theoretical perspectives,
including those sociologists such as Wilson, Martin, Davie and Bruce who have contributed to the debate about the

secularisation thesis.
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Example Candidate Response — low
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Examiner comments

0 A useful introductory paragraph
that helps place in context what is
meant by the idea of religion having
social significance.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response —

low, continued
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Examiner comments

o This paragraph lacks clarity
overall and links to the question
required further explanation.

o While Marxist theory can be
made relevant to the question,
the candidate struggles in this
paragraph to make the necessary
links. The answer is becoming
rather too focused on describing
different theories of religion as
opposed to assessing whether
religion has lost its social
significance.

° The point that religion may

still have relevance in terms of

the maintenance of capitalism is
relevant to the question, but to gain
higher marks the candidate needs
to consider evidence that might
support this view of the role of
religion today.
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Example Candidate Response —

low, continued
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Examiner comments

6 The discussion continues to
be at the level of theory rather
than considering examples and
evidence.

0 More abstract theory here
with the reference to Weber and
Calvinism. The candidate doesn't
consider whether religious beliefs
still provide motivation to capitalist
entrepreneurs today.

o The discussion moves to

a less theoretical stance with a
consideration of the significance of
science as a possible counter to the
influence of religion in society. The
discussion about science needs

to be more developed and better
linked to the question in order to
gain higher marks for AO1 and AO2.

e Some of the points included

in this conclusion would have

been better explained in separate
paragraphs, prior to the concluding
paragraph. The idea that people
know enough about religion to
debate it, even while not necessarily
being religious, is quite a sharp
point. Cultures and institutions

in the so-called secularised
countries still bear the influence

of established religion in many
subtle respects, including people
being able to debate religion in a
reasonably informed way.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — low, continued Examiner comments
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the view expressed in the question.

Mark for AO1 =4 out of 9
Mark for AO2 = 4 out of 11
Mark for AO3 =4 out of 15

Total mark awarded =
12 out of 35

How the candidate could improve their answer

« The question is essentially a factual one; it is asking whether religion still retains its social significance today.
Unfortunately, the candidate used much of their time in answering the question to describe abstract theories of
religion, without linking the material well to the empirical matter of whether religion still has social significance.

» The answer could have been improved by drawing on more material from the secularisation thesis.

» The candidate demonstrated only limited knowledge of relevant changes in religion, such as the growth of religious
fundamentalism, NRMs, privatised forms of religious practice and belief, and the emergence of alternative belief
systems.

» The discussion was over-generalised and gave insufficient consideration to possible differences between societies
in terms of the extent to which religious organisations may have lost social significance.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

+ Candidates often confuse the idea of religion losing its social significance with the broader topic of decline in
religious belief and practice (religiosity). The two things are not necessarily the same, although the relationship
between the two is complex.

+ The idea of religious revival is sometimes used to argue that religion has not lost its social significance today.
Candidates should be aware that the significance of developments such as the growth in NRMs and in New Age
ideas is contested in terms of the debate about religion losing its social significance.

+ Some answers to questions about secularisation rely too heavily on describing theories of the role of religion
(Durkheim, Marx, Weber, for example). To gain higher marks, there needs to be a focus on discussing specific
contributions to the secularisation debate, including those from sociologists such as Wilson, Martin, Berger, Bruce,
Stark and Bainbridge, Heelas, Wallis, and Davie.

» Good answers to questions about secularisation can be arranged around a discussion of a range of key concepts,
including rationalisation, disenchantment, disengagement, religious pluralism, fundamentalism, desacralisation,
religious revival, individualism, privatised religious practice, and NRMs. Knowledge of at least some of these
concepts is a prerequisite for writing high-quality responses to questions in this area of the syllabus.
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