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The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS & A Level 
Sociology, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the syllabus 
requirements. This document helps teachers to assess the standards required to achieve marks beyond the guidance 
of the mark scheme.

In this booklet, candidate responses have been chosen from the June 2024 exam series to exemplify a range of 
answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with examiner comments about where and why marks were awarded or 
omitted. This is followed by comments on how the answer could be improved. There is also a list of common mistakes 
and guidance for candidates for each question.

Please refer to the June 2024 Examiner Report for further details and guidance.

The questions and mark schemes are available on the School Support Hub

Introduction

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub

9699 June 2024 Question Paper 32

9699 June 2024 Mark Scheme 32

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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How the candidate could improve their answer
This answer gained maximum marks. A little time could have been saved by omitting one of the examples of racist 
placement in sets. There was no need to provide a named source of material for this question.

       The candidate is awarded 
an identification mark for the 
ethnocentric curriculum.

       History only referring to 
black people as slaves is linked 
to their being seen as poor. The 
candidate shows understanding 
of how schools can reinforce an 
ethnic stereotype, gaining the 
second mark.

       The candidate is awarded an 
identification mark for teac

How to use this booklet
This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low level response for 
each question. In the left-hand column are the candidate responses, and in the right-hand column are the examiner 
comments.

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

1 1

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates
•	 A common mistake is to give more detail on the identified way without explaining how this way reinforces ethnic 

stereotypes to gain the second mark.
•	 It is not sufficient to say that something in school disadvantages an ethnic minority.  To gain a second mark it has to 

be stated how this disadvantage reinforces a stereotype.
•	 Candidates should be consciously aware that there are 2 marks to be gained for each point and read the questn 

carefully to be clear how the second mark is to be gained.

2

2

Examiner comments explain 
where and why marks were 

awarded. These help to interpret 
the standard of Cambridge  

exams to help learners  
refine their exam technique.

Responses are written by real candidates in 
exam conditions, demonstrating the types of answers 

for each level. These could be used to discuss and 
analyse the answers with learners in the classroom to 

improve their skills.

This section explains how the candidate 
could improve each response. It helps learners to 

improve their exam technique.

This section lists common mistakes as well 
as helpful guidance from the examiner. This will 
help your learners to avoid these mistakes. You 
can use this alongside the relevant Examiner 

Report to guide your learners.

3
3
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

       The candidate is awarded 
an identification mark for the 
ethnocentric curriculum.

       History only referring to black 
people as slaves is linked to their 
being seen as poor. The candidate 
shows understanding of how 
schools can reinforce an ethnic 
stereotype, gaining the second 
mark.

       The candidate is awarded 
an identification mark for teacher 
perception (could also be for racism 
or racist placement in sets).

       The candidate shows an 
understanding of how an ethnic 
stereotype can be reinforced by the 
school by placing Asian students in 
top sets and reinforcing their image 
as nerdy, gaining the second mark. 
The candidate could have also been 
awarded a mark for the example of 
placing black children in low sets 
reinforcing image as less able.

Total mark awarded = 
4 out of 4

4

2

1

3

How the candidate could improve their answer
This answer gained maximum marks. A little time could have been saved by omitting one of the examples of racist 
placement in sets. There was no need to provide a named source of material for this question.

4

2

1

3
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

       The candidate is awarded 
an identification mark for the 
ethnocentric curriculum.

       The reference to this not 
favouring the ethnic minority does 
not show understanding of how this 
reinforces ethnic stereotypes, so no 
second mark is awarded.

       The candidate is awarded an 
identification mark for lack of role 
models.

       The reference to the 
percentage of working-class 
teachers in schools does not 
show understanding of how a 
lack of role models reinforces 
ethnic stereotypes, so no second 
mark is awarded. Evidence of 
the percentage of ethnic minority 
teachers would not have gained a 
second mark either.

Total mark awarded = 
2 out of 4

1

2

1

2

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 An example could have been given of how an ethnic minority is portrayed in the curriculum to show that it could 

reinforce a stereotype, such as particular occupations, cultural activities, criminality or absence from positions of 
power or historical significance.

•	 It could have been explained how lack of role models of a particular ethnicity in school may give the impression 
that members of that ethnic minority cannot expect to gain educational success or positions of influence.

3
3

4
4
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

       The candidate is awarded an 
identification mark for labelling.

       The candidate has not 
explained what ethnic stereotype 
might be reinforced by labelling. It is 
too vague to say that labelling can 
lead to reduced self-confidence.

       The candidate makes a point 
about inequalities of opportunity, 
not the reinforcement of ethnic 
stereotypes. No marks are awarded 
here. 

Total mark awarded = 
1 out of 4

1

2

3

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 It could have been explained that if an ethnic group had a stereotype of being less able, then if teachers also 

labelled them as such they may lose self-confidence and actually perform less well, reinforcing the stereotype.
•	 An acceptable identification point could have been made by referring to any tendency to exclude ethnic groups 

from certain kinds of schools or from higher streams or bands. A second mark could have been gained by 
explaining how this could reduce their opportunity for success and thus reinforce a stereotype of being less 
capable. 

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates
•	 A common mistake is to give more detail on the identified way without explaining how this way reinforces ethnic 

stereotypes to gain the second mark.
•	 It is not sufficient to say that something in school disadvantages an ethnic minority.  To gain a second mark it has to 

be stated how this disadvantage reinforces a stereotype.
•	 Candidates should be consciously aware that there are 2 marks to be gained for each point and read the question 

carefully to be clear how the second mark is to be gained.
•	 A couple of sentences for each point should be enough to gain full marks.

1

2

3
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Question 2

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

       The candidate gives the reason 
that the lack of cultural knowledge 
shown in language use affects 
educational attainment. This gains 
1 mark.

       The candidate explains 
the school being based on the 
elaborated code. This gains a 
second mark.

       The candidate references 
Bernstein as the source of this 
material. This gains a third mark.

       The candidate shows material 
relevant to the question by 
explaining how the school is built on 
middle class culture, thus causing 
class differences in educational 
attainment. This emphasises the 
significance of cultural capital rather 
than cultural deprivation. This gains 
the fourth mark.

       The second reason at first 
appears to be about parental 
attitudes. This would not be credited 
as an aspect of cultural capital. 
Parents could be very keen on 
their children’s educational success 
without having the appropriate 
cultural capital.  

       The credited point is that lower 
class parents are unable to be 
highly engaged in their children’s 
education.

       The candidate explains 
parents being put off and unable 
to communicate with teachers and 
how they present themselves, and 
the effect of this on their children.  
This gains the second mark.

       The candidate references 
Tizard for this material. This gains 
the third mark.

7

5

1

2

8

6

3

4

5

1
2

6

3

4

7

8
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate links the material 
back to the question by explaining 
that lack of cultural knowledge has 
affected educational attainment, 
also suggesting a link between 
cultural knowledge, parentocracy 
and class. This gains the fourth 
mark.

Total mark awarded = 
8 out of 8

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 With careful reading, this answer gained full marks. If each reason began with the positive effect of cultural capital 

on educational attainment, it would have made it clearer from the start that the candidate was not confusing cultural 
capital with cultural deprivation theory. 

•	 In the second point the reference to parental attitudes was confusing as it was the barriers in communication and 
being put off by the school due to lack of cultural capital that was relevant and was rewarded.

99
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

       The candidate gives a reason 
referring to socialisation, including 
the elaborated code and visits to 
zoos. This gains 1 mark, but there 
is no explanation of how this can 
affect educational attainment.

       The candidate references 
Bourdieu as supporting this view, 
gaining a second mark for material. 
There is no further explanation of 
how Bourdieu’s work supports this 
reason, so the remaining marks 
for this part of the question are not 
awarded.

       The candidate gives another 
reason referring to understanding 
the teachers’ cultural references. 
There is a repeated reference to 
language, but as neither reason 
particularly focuses on language 
this does not prevent a mark being 
given for this point.

       The candidate explains the 
relevance to attainment by the 
feeling of alienation leading to lower 
motivation, gaining a second mark.

       The candidate uses the 
concept of habitus, gaining a third 
mark.

       The alignment of habitus for 
the middle class with the school 
is linked to why cultural capital 
can affect educational attainment, 
gaining the fourth mark.

Total mark awarded = 
6 out of 8

1

2
1

2

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 The first reason could have gained all 4 marks by fully developing how the impact of the school using the 

elaborated code affected learning directly or through labelling. Alternatively it could have been developed by 
exploring the impact of cultural experiences in socialisation on understanding and performance in a range of 
subjects at school.

•	 It would have avoided any possible confusion if the second reason had focussed on habitus without reference to 
language, as the elaborated code had already been used in support of the first reason.

5

6

3

4

5

6

3

4
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

       The point about marketisation 
making cultural capital relevant 
in the selection process could 
potentially have gained credit if it 
had been more clearly expressed. 
As it stands it is too muddled up 
with financial capital and too vague. 
The point about selection will be 
credited where it is better expressed 
in relation to bands and streams.

       The candidate gives a reason 
that cultural capital affects selection 
for higher bands and streams. This 
gains the first mark. 

       The candidate further explains 
the impact by the demotivation of 
those put in lower streams. This 
gains a second mark.

       The candidate is awarded a 
third mark for the use of the concept 
of the self-fulfilling prophecy.

       The candidate does not gain 
any further marks as neither the 
working-class lack of interest in 
education nor health issues are 
relevant to the question. A second 
reason why cultural capital can 
affect educational attainment is not 
given.

Total mark awarded = 
3 out of 8

1

2

1

2

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 The impact of labelling and streaming on attainment could have been briefly developed with some interactionist 

material to gain the fourth mark.
•	 It was vital to check whether all the instructions in the question had been followed. Two reasons are clearly asked 

for, so only giving one would cost the candidate half the available marks.
•	 Showing the importance of cultural capital in marketisation, explaining the benefits to schools, league tables, etc. 

of selecting those with cultural capital and the resultant benefit in attainment to those favoured would have been 
credited as a good reason if clearly expressed.

4

3

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates
•	 It is common to confuse cultural capital with cultural deprivation or with economic or social capital.
•	 Some candidates accurately explained what cultural capital is or gave appropriate examples of it but did not go on 

to explain how it can affect educational attainment.
•	 It is important to remember that the third and fourth mark for each reason can only be gained if sociological 

material is used. 

34

5

5
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Question 3

Example Candidate Response – high 1 Examiner comments

       The candidate based their first 
argument on the feminisation of 
education.

       This is first developed by 
explaining how coursework suits 
girls.

       The candidate shows 
knowledge of the increase in 
coursework from 1988 and Sewell’s 
study of its effects.

       How it suits girls in terms of 
presentation skills and keeping to 
deadlines is explained.

       The candidate develops further 
with reference to female role 
models in schools.

       The candidate explains the 
impact of these on female career 
choices.

       The argument concludes with 
reference to Wehr and the removal 
of sexist stereotypes and its impact 
on attainment for girls. Overall, 
there is enough relevant material 
and development to achieve the top 
of Level 3.

       The second argument is based 
on teachers’ perceptions of girls and 
boys.

1

2

3

1

2

3

4

4

5

5

6

6

7

8

7

8
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Example Candidate Response – high 1, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate applied material 
from Becker on the ideal pupil, 
labelling and the self-fulfilling 
prophecy.

       The candidate applied 
McRobbie’s concept of bedroom 
culture to explain girls’ advantages 
in teachers’ eyes.

       The encouragement of girls, 
sometimes to the detriment of boys, 
links back to the question.  There is 
enough material and development 
to achieve the top of Level 3.

Total mark awarded = 
12 out of 12

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 This answer gained full marks, but it was not the only way it could have done so. An aspect of feminisation such as 

method of assessment, female role models or removal of stereotyping could have been presented as an argument 
in itself in greater depth. This answer had enough explanation of each point to be counted as developed, but there 
was a danger of an answer being too much a list of undeveloped points which could risk a lower mark.

•	 To ensure the response was seen clearly as answering the question asked, it was safer to refer more directly to the 
wording of the question, e.g. to say ‘The feminisation of education shows that the system no longer advantages 
males’.

11

10

9

11

10

9
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Example Candidate Response – high 2 Examiner comments

       The candidate’s first argument 
refers to the feminisation of 
education.

       The candidate relates this to 
feminism and wider social changes 
as more women have gained 
positions in educational institutions.

       Having more female teachers is 
an advantage for girls.

       The candidate develops the 
point in relation to the comparative 
lack of role models for boys to relate 
to and their lower performance in 
GCSEs.

       Coursework has also been 
increased which is an advantage for 
girls.

       The candidate explains how 
this advantages girls, though 
somewhat weakly.

1

2

3

1

2

3

4

5

6

4

5

6
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Example Candidate Response – high 2, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate's suggestion that 
coursework helps girls do better in 
exams does not quite make sense, 
but it is reasonable to assume that 
the candidate meant ‘helps girls get 
better exam results’ rather than the 
inaccurate view that they are better 
at timed exams than coursework 
compared to boys. Overall, there is 
enough development in this answer 
to get into Level 3, but not to the top 
of it.

       The second argument refers to 
teachers’ stereotypes of boys and 
girls.

       The candidate explains 
disadvantages to boys in terms 
of them being seen as discipline 
problems, whereas girls are seen as 
worth helping with their work.

       The candidate explains 
the process of the self-
fulfilling prophecy and boys’ 
underachievement.

       The candidate’s point about the 
crisis of masculinity is not used well 
here in relation to the question as its 
consequences within the education 
system are not explored. Overall, 
a clear argument about teacher 
labelling is presented, but it lacks 
material from relevant studies and is 
not quite developed enough for the 
top level.

Total mark awarded = 
9 out of 12

7

8

9

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 For the first argument there could have been more development of any aspect of the feminisation of the school, 

whether of the different ways in which the gender of staff affects learning, changing teaching methods or subject 
choices.

•	 For the second argument there could have been reference to studies of classroom interaction which show 
the impact of gender stereotypes or further exploration of how the wider cultural or subcultural perceptions of 
masculinity affect what happens in schools.

11

10

11

10

7

8

9
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

       The first argument is simply 
stated – girls have more female 
teachers to look up to.  The 
candidate gains 1 mark, but there is 
no further explanation or material to 
support it so no further marks can 
be awarded.

       The second argument is that 
girls are motivated to work harder 
than males.

       The candidate supports this 
by evidence of wider changes in 
society, the decline in hegemonic 
masculinity and girls’ increased 
self-confidence. This provides some 
explanation, but there is little focus 
on the school system, so does not 
reach the top of Level 2.

Total mark awarded = 
4 out of 12

1

2

3

1

2

3

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 The first argument could have been developed with evidence of female dominance in the teaching profession and 

discussion of the impact of same-gender role models on motivation, classroom interaction, etc.
•	 The second argument could have been developed with evidence of girls’ success in education and discussion of 

how schools have encouraged girls’ achievements relative to boys, or how changing male roles in society have 
impacted boys’ experience of school.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates
•	 Many candidates focused on changes for women in the wider society and girls’ career aspirations, especially citing 

Sue Sharpe’s studies, but did not relate this to how education systems may no longer advantage males.
•	 It is always helpful to use the wording of the question in presenting each argument to ensure the focus is made 

relevant, e.g. ‘The limited number of male primary teachers shows that the education system does not always 
advantage males. Rather the girls gain advantage from female role models in school by…’ or ‘Males used to gain 
advantage in the education system by being encouraged into high status subjects and careers. However, with 
GIST and other policies to encourage equality for girls this is no longer the case…’
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Question 4

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

       The candidate makes it clear 
that the points to be made are 
directly related to the question 
asked.

       This as a very well written 
summary of the contributions of 
Durkheim, Parsons and Davis and 
Moore to the debate, but these 
points are made briefly, so their 
arguments are not fully explained or 
supported.

       A well developed explanation of 
the Social Democratic perspective, 
supported with specific policies. The 
evaluative tone also gains some 
credit towards AO3.

1

2

3

1

2

3
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate presents 
material explicitly linked back to the 
question asked.

       The candidate gains credit for 
application of New Right ideas to 
the argument, but their relevance is 
not very clearly explained.

       The candidate also gains credit 
by the reference to IQ testing and 
Saunders, but the mechanisms 
through which this links to role 
allocation, e.g. 11+ or streaming are 
not explored.

       The candidate’s evaluation 
begins with a clear reference 
to the wording of the question, 
and specifically how a Marxist 
perspective challenges the view 
presented.

6

7

6

7

4 4

55
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate relates Bowles 
and Gintis to the question in a 
nuanced way – appropriate role 
allocation only occurs for the middle 
class.

       The evaluation now focusses 
on the alternative view of education 
as a means of social control, 
supported by Althusser and Illich.

8

9

8

9
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       Evaluation continues with a 
well-informed discussion of barriers 
to working-class opportunity, using 
Riseborough, Bourdieu and Ball.

       This is related back to the 
question by linking the appropriate 
allocation of roles in society to 
a requirement for working-class 
mobility, referencing Breen and 
social closure.

Mark for AO1 = 9 out of 10
Mark for AO2 = 5 out of 6
Mark for AO3 = 9 out of 10

Total mark awarded = 
23 out of 26

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 This response achieved the top band for all the AOs but did not quite achieve full marks. 
•	 For AO1, the presentation of theories of role allocation was a little thin and could have been boosted with reference 

to meritocracy, universalistic criteria, etc. as well as some discussion of gender equality policies. 
•	 For AO2, the application of New Right ideas and Saunders as well as the use of Bowles and Gintis in the 

evaluation section could have been clearer.
•	 For AO3, there is scope for discussion of gender and ethnicity barriers to appropriate role allocation as well as 

exploring other functions of education, e.g. social cohesion.

11

10

11

10
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

       The candidate does not use the 
exact wording of the question but 
addresses the belief that education 
prepares people for the workforce.  
Although there is some overlap in 
meaning, there is a danger of losing 
some marks by slightly changing 
the focus.

       This paragraph on Durkheim 
combines the juxtaposition of 
the function of maintaining social 
solidarity with a link to preparing 
children for their future roles.  The 
place of these points in the overall 
debate could have been made 
clearer.

1

2

1

2
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate clearly explains 
Parsons’ theory, though somewhat 
implicitly in relation to the question.

       The candidate clearly applies 
Davis and Moore’s ideas.

3

4

3

4
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       This evaluation point, though a 
valid criticism of Davis and Moore, 
does not really bear on this debate.

       The main evaluation argument 
is clearly stated in terms of the 
Marxist rejection of the functionalist 
view.

       This is accurately developed 
referencing Althusser and Bowles 
and Gintis.

5

6

7

5

6

7
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       This evaluation point again 
seems to appear because it has 
been learned rather than because 
it has any bearing on the main 
argument.

       The conclusion is weakened by 
the slight change in wording from 
the question asked.

Mark for AO1 = 6 out of 10
Mark for AO2 = 4 out of 6
Mark for AO3 = 6 out of 10

Total mark awarded = 
16 out of 26

8

9

8

9

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 This essay was fairly well focused on the question, but the candidate would have benefited from using the exact 

words of the question to introduce key points.
•	 The main arguments on both sides were reasonably well presented, but could have been developed further, with 

more detail, supporting studies and discussion of a wider range of aspects of the debate – such as feminist or 
postmodern perspectives.

•	 More mention could have been made of possible alternative functions, such as social cohesion.
•	 Evaluation should have focussed on the weighing up of the arguments and evidence for the statement in the 

question.



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 3

26

Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

       The introduction shows that 
the candidate has correctly read 
the question and is going to apply 
appropriate material.

       Davis and Moore’s theory is 
outlined clearly with the use of 
appropriate concepts.

1

2

1

2
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

       The evaluation is focused 
here on the Marxist critique of 
meritocracy.

       The evaluation includes the 
suggestion of an alternative function 
of education; legitimising inequality.

       This paragraph discusses the 
role of education in preparing an 
obedient workforce. There is some 
confusion of the work of Althusser 
and Douglas with that of Bowles 
and Gintis.

3

4

3

4

55
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

       This paragraph completes the 
evaluation by pointing to the role of 
education in class reproduction but 
uses a limited range of evidence on 
the processes involved.

       The concluding paragraph 
usefully links back to the question 
but is limited to a summary list of 
possible functions of education.

Mark for AO1 = 4 out of 10
Mark for AO2 = 3 out of 6
Mark for AO3 = 6 out of 10

Total mark awarded = 
13 out of 26

7

6

7

6
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How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 For AO1, the knowledge and understanding demonstrated was accurate but lacked development in either depth or 

breadth. There was much more to explore in terms of theoretical analysis of the function of role allocation and of 
studies of how it might work and specific policies showing its implementation.

•	 For AO2, the material used was relevant, largely accurate though not always clearly presented and lacking in 
development. Candidates should take the opportunity to draw on a wider range of their sociological knowledge and 
shown how they could apply it to the debate in the question.

•	 For AO3, there was explicit evaluation of meritocracy, and some alternative functions of education are presented. 
However, to reach Level 4 there needed to be more analysis of problems with the idea of appropriate role 
allocation, drawing on more evidence of barriers to opportunity such as from feminist or interactionist perspectives, 
or perhaps exploring alternative functions such as maintaining social cohesion.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates
•	 Often candidates struggle to link their detailed explanations back to the central point of whether the main function 

of education is to allocate individuals to appropriate roles in society.  
•	 Some candidates spend their time on rather general accounts of functionalist views without specific application to 

role allocation. 
•	 In their evaluation, some candidates just present a juxtaposition of opposing views or alternative functions without 

explicit evaluation of the argument that the main function of education is appropriate role allocation.
•	 It helps to explicitly refer to the words in the question when introducing material on both sides of the argument.
•	 Candidates should aim to include a range of developed material on both sides of the argument.
•	 The essay is an opportunity to show how it is possible to draw on a range of material from across the syllabus and 

to apply it in a way that is explicitly relevant to the question asked.
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