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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS & A Level
Sociology, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the syllabus
requirements. This document helps teachers to assess the standards required to achieve marks beyond the guidance
of the mark scheme.

In this booklet, candidate responses have been chosen from the June 2024 exam series to exemplify a range of
answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with examiner comments about where and why marks were awarded or
omitted. This is followed by comments on how the answer could be improved. There is also a list of common mistakes
and guidance for candidates for each question.

Please refer to the June 2024 Examiner Report for further details and guidance.

The questions and mark schemes are available on the School Support Hub

9699 June 2024 Question Paper 22

9699 June 2024 Mark Scheme 22

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub



http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

How to use this booklet

This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low level response for
each question. In the left-hand column are the candidate responses, and in the right-hand column are the examiner
comments.

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
| Ot e 49»-‘!- \:@Lccowt_c\:;&:}* . l'va}\ i ’Lw&t a The candidate identifies the
o,Q C_,\_‘,‘;;vaoxgé‘_g ~qencineAs ‘um..Jﬂ( Peco are "oy first valid way (child protection
We bl o atedad W0, -\A:)L} Le  leken ey, describes how this shows the
J : family has become more child-
Aoller ceapon  t35  bocmace J\, g Aeccenaga%cl\!u:e-, ] centred.
it Gamidly: A ot L i 1 @ The candidate identifies the
bk Seb ldren olate ca mow bla Lone D ow Josson second valid way (decrease of
dalden Wae bos Jd 1o c&&gimk Lewy okl 1 children in the family).
_________ ch-«.b,w\:f oot eLu( Lo PR ef core  Letry
[} . A fi PR B ) ./ / \

Examiner comments explain
where and why marks were
awarded. These help to interpret
the standard of Cambridge
exams to help learners

) refine their exam technique.

Responses are written by real candidates in
exam conditions, demonstrating the types of answers
for each level. These could be used to discuss and
analyse the answers with learners in the classroom to
improve their skills.

-

How the candidate could improve their answer

Two clear developed points describing the term were needed to obtain full marks. In this answer, only the ‘care taker’
point was developed. A different second developed point such as financial support was required.

This section explains how the candidate
could improve each response. It helps learners to
improve their exam technique.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

* Not focusing responses on the context of family as required by the question, producing responses in the context of
society in general.

* Not providing a relevant description to the identified way.

* Not providing the required two points/descriptions. i o .
. Identifvi than the t int ired This section lists common mistakes as well
entifying more than the two points required. as helpful guidance from the examiner. This will

can use this alongside the relevant Examiner
Report to guide your learners.
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Voo bezomi il et beeh 85 Leomsse @ The candidate identifies the
c\:@ﬂ :.h,é. aqenciwe A “"""Q‘D‘ 'I'\«-e are ne first valid way (child protection

| C\«w\c}\ w"ec\-w-: ehgh!: kel \Q-«ai o Yw Q agencies).
Lc\'\-er Conne. 0(— MQ C\A\u‘fﬁv\ OL‘\.Q, l'o “"4- L&-\-t frp e The Candidate now deSCI‘ibeS

e o ..,uh.l-qﬂ RAW .\,tat.k Le boden amy. how this shows the family has
J : become more child-centred.

o . on A cord, be =

Brellec _sens SA legsmate (La’¥ Ae remne.of . ikl " OThe candidate identifies the
il fanidy s BC compered o o 19405 clee G’*"""‘” second valid way (decrease of
b Sob olildren wlde s mow LL4 [N NP children in the family).

O e Wi b 1 ol perenks Leslle L

” W - . Le o The candidate now describes
Q'x% e B _ Jﬂ o Yoo 'MJ € oore \7 how this shows the family has

------------- Becsonsed_Lecmac e esser C\‘----[-"o"* become more child-centred.

Total mark awarded =
4 out of 4

How the candidate could improve their answer

Two clear developed points describing the term were needed to obtain full marks. In this answer, only the ‘care taker’
point was developed. A different second developed point such as financial support was required.

Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

T one iy Mo Cagine hae Yo Q i —enkred ‘ aThe candidate identifies the first
1® becaoee W o?wnm @F Y c).\'soo d valid way (become more protected
ec08R Mo _exp o 0 than before).
,,,qm% become._.nane.._ frested. Ihan bfa,é’orq Ch\ko\hocn\ 18_Now. S
........ S0MD_a%._ap. INNdEN: . and ves— Vondeohe mpemm wWodh eThe candidate provides
_hos tod b v_p_qmn&g___,_l),egmxta‘ Mo proveorive o€t relevant description of the way.

- Qhé\(\“l“ : oo o The second attempt lacks a
Motnee Logy. e, Qomt Y- agbecone  cloid- convped focus on the specific context of the
Q 12 dee 1o Mo hadihonol experakians & e family becoming child-centred, and
lextendad ‘3 TS s lecguse . outlines }mq\ therefore is considered too vague
— e toclear. Corily's_wcie_goal Shoug. 2@_ Ao ds. | |@ndnotawardedany marks.

| feproduce _and prodo  hildmn.. Total mark awarded =

2 out of 4

How the candidate could improve their answer

Two clear descriptions that developed the identification points were needed to obtain full marks. For example, with the
first point showing what form care might take or who might perform the role. In this case, they were absent.
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Example Candidate Response — low Examiner comments
a Q”" wey I cohich /ﬁm ity Aos ég@mg move c The candidate identifies a
Chld  cdptred A ﬁ/ﬁ@f& 4ave - begun fo W relevant way.

Ndesticatll  Hemselves i childeore Y miore | o
ophen Hhan ool The W /’I{/f’l”‘é'ﬂb Loncletsd e This is irrelevant and adds no
e % - & . value to the response, so no marks
'(/’/ '/06/&4 and _Lilimott Shwo thi. o are awarded.
Onother goae 70 ckich fomity Aee become | d@ The candidsts provdes no
, ) p ) /- 7] ; escription for the first identifie
nore /66115@ CP”/ZZD/ < ,/3/. ff % !% 7 way for the additional mark to be
and __Bsbian  veGkioshlp ey T e awarded.
ALThne chilelren Jﬁowiyq Uthat  po e
he aﬁ/ﬂﬁ e famr‘éq SHYY  aemain chil o This second attempt is all
con fredl) yl 4 irrelevant and therefore no marks
Enmesd are awarded.

Total mark awarded =
1 out of 4

How the candidate could improve their answer

» For the description mark of the valid identified way, the candidate needed to have provided a response such as...
the growth of ‘new fathers’ who are increasingly prioritising the child’s welfare.

+ The second attempted way needed to be clearly focused on a way the family has become child-centred.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

* Not focusing responses on the context of family as required by the question, producing responses in the context of
society in general.

* Not providing a relevant description to the identified way.

» Not providing the required two points/descriptions.

+ |dentifying more than the two points required.

» Not making each point clearly identifiable. Candidates should, for example, clearly number each response.
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Question 2(a)
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Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

0 First identified way (through the
emotional benefits).

o The candidate explains the
identified way so another mark is
awarded.

The candidate gives relevant
sociological material/evidence.

° The candidate applies the
sociological material to the original
way identified, so another mark is
awarded.

e None of this part of the
response is required, as all 4 marks
for the first way have already been
earned by the candidate and this
adds nothing more to the response.

e The candidate identifies the
second relevant way (having the
most influential voice).

0 The candidate explains the
identified way.

The candidate gives relevant
sociological material to back up the
point.

e The candidate applies the
sociological material to the original
point made identified, so another
mark is awarded.

Total mark awarded =
8 out of 8

How the candidate could improve their answer

The candidate provided a very good response that gained full marks. However, they could have saved time in the first
point, by staying focused and not providing the additional, unnecessary paragraph identified by point 5 above.

8
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

1Llay.

o Aoy gé\\ y AR DReanse women ol do Mot
05 QAL

~[roen con wonh RTeRIY

AL A 1080 L0 nenedit ot ANAN women
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\?mm 0 DO WOTH On QA LNPO! Rhtin
A LHANA AN i LB e Of A0, Dot
wow\ A0 GER Oy LR PLERE AR Wworhand
m\m fosanedomaty .
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AWLE IR VO { Gty e QTaioin i e
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00t oL ARG
LN 00N WO A0 NEL worh NOWe WIL]
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¢ O% Qouse of lomies

“ The candidate identifies the first
way.

e The candidate explains the
identified way.

o The candidate does not provide
any sociological evidence, and
therefore cannot be awarded the
two additional marks available.

o The candidate identifies the
second way.

e The candidate explains the
identified way further for another
mark to be awarded.

e Again, the candidate does not
provide any sociological evidence,
and therefore cannot be awarded

the two additional marks available.

Total mark awarded =
4 out of 8

How the candidate could improve their answer

The candidate provided two relevant ways and explained them, however, in both instances they did not provide
sociological material/evidence (e.g. concepts/sociologists) in support of the points made.
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Example Candidate Response —

low

bLed®e  ov  man_and  women . Buk Qe
N benbt ot . _ren by, - t0re . Pem  tootiom |
1 % T eo(_m A{ﬁL, .............. C% LL/C/ ée é/’ cotiAe..
in ek fenlios @) rocle _om lominant
onek (93 bread. (/eraz or_ Te
ol Ao I, hovne. oo bebtes [Jo3 'bon
e Jn_ojmonb\)t?ﬂe,\r (j\,q@ N 5(691\
an Bnal OACh. SO men. ()W\Lg ?\\aeaj.
o _____ Jg?) ‘ O(()'\w\_gr\ L OC 53\)36—6,5*\@@- :

Proters.  Recron

Examiner comments

0 The candidate gives the first
identified way.

e The candidate explains the
identified way.

o The candidate provides no
sociological material so no further
marks can be awarded here.

| eortres. e '@wu& e ot
_____ ° males.. oLg bend élp tem oo o ﬁﬁ o This attempt at a second way
- m bcm QO/ e e lacks focus on the question and

does not address how men benefit
more than women from family life.
It is irrelevant and no marks are
awarded.

md(
el 7 Lomales @ém et
, WCO( ’bﬁ, \ﬁowf)no\eﬁ worke W’

Do)

Total mark awarded =
2 out of 8

How the candidate could improve their answer

+ In the first point/way, the candidate needed to provide and apply some relevant sociological material/evidence, in
order to be awarded the additional marks available.

+ The second attempt needed to clearly focus on, and address, how men benefit more than women from family life.
Stating that men get paid for their employment whereas women do not get paid for domestic work, is not answering
the question and is therefore not awarded any marks.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

+ In this particular question, candidates focusing on the burden or oppression that women experience, rather than
explicitly addressing ways benefit more than women from family life. That is, what do men gain that women do not?

+ A common mistake is for candidates to not focus their responses on the actual question set.
* Not supporting points made with sociological material/evidence.
* Providing more than the two points required.

10
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Question 2(b)

Example Candidate Response — high

J..

| O dnctatton of fir radied fruirist vine s fuet i

sl b jagiete  wanents atectes MAWPJTM elive
W#Li[awwli a pbriatchol shrechue thut s based on

0@”@5N1L ,QV{LMWW}O W,,/?,VMM//‘ fnd maw;;e} that hao ben,

Lpl ¢ fafion of weanen 05 _dowechy Lalourer B ﬂowww/ iy
hecone Efmmfh‘cd(____ﬂh/{ wlo ppd Wguan,

AUl hwv{e 0 o

¢ coporniic pud_dowpshie. ,n_.ej/@f,f,,é 1t 03, whids

| Mewus wank e if bo loager ul_oppressed as # rodical

Ao ftur G latien of this 35 flat repeal Poninists
N Hnove fher po fend il hwuéz’ﬁf wom/«m/ﬁnu//u/w R

| podriarohal ot A fuic e wonan willalvays be j~ |
a P(L‘Sad,uma{’ézw(?vhf"%;'b e éw—iej an A AP et

7
v[lww Lj . qu{,{ﬂalﬂﬁlmﬂf#f beditye ﬂlﬂf., as /%m (fo ene

Wawsgls fhece . Hoowecll , sty wompn  (0d 2w toual

v
acdorf avd Yoo _within fle q@mﬁ/ Lo flais /wfw/_

Examiner comments

G The candidate identifies the first
limitation.

e The candidate then explains
what it is about radical feminism
that leads it to have this as a
limitation, so another mark is
awarded.

e The candidate then explains
why it is a limitation.

a The candidate identifies the
second limitation.

6 The candidate then explains
what it is about radical feminism
that leads it to have this as a
limitation, so another mark can be
awarded.

e The candidate then explains
why it is a limitation, leading to the
final mark being awarded to the
candidate.

Total mark awarded =
6 out of 6

How

the candidate could improve their answer

No improvements could have been made here as full marks were awarded. The candidate provided two relevant
limitations, each explaining what it is about the theoretical approach that leads to them having these limitations, and
then explains why the identified limitations of radical feminism are limitations.

11
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

b | One hionhatron of A yadicel oc&wu}vr‘_{ém_m_u c The candidate identifies the first
@i b Hat  E overexagqenbes e limitation of radical feminism.
0&/’,&55"’" of wammab( “ 7%'“ "{ﬁ ‘g“j\ 05 e The candidate then explains
- 9 vicstre. _wistence. Rodi 0[""‘"“55 —£hy- Mk what it is about radical feminism
o offms,smn o comen . occurs . in. . _every chw‘[j | | that leads it to have this as a
,eg% Oa‘“‘”\lj G e o good 7(%:7 limitation, so the second mark is
0 OCV/ 7“'(' o, cm% . 04/ Al ond awarded.
chuldeon. 0 The candidate does not
AW)MW Lima vaf Jau wd«'wi (me -1 | address the third element, that
|vlews odl fh Jd /P JW% @ | is. why the identified limitation of
;ék. w{/( aj_, LM radical feminism is a limitation. The
| rv[ onghnps  owe _
el dw mﬁw{ /% o third mark cannot be awarded.
€. .. { e PR L. wd es... €.

otOM/lewl and B en Wrmdv; vmen_orx | | @ The candidate identifies
oppr cssed _amd _ somclimes 7 Mé%od e the second limitation of radical
feminism.

e The candidate then explains
why it is a limitation.

e The candidate does not
address what it is about the
theoretical approach, that leads it to
have this as a limitation.

Total mark awarded =
4 out of 6

How the candidate could improve their answer

» In the first point, the candidate needed to state why the limitation of radical feminism, is a limitation for the third
mark available.

* In the second point, the candidate did state why it is a limitation (unlike the first point) but needed to state what it is
about radical feminism that leads them to have the identified limitation, such as their belief that women will never
be free from oppression in the family. Therefore, it was awarded only 2 marks from the available 3 marks.

12
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Examiner comments

0 The candidate identifies the first
limitation of radical feminism.

e The candidate is awarded
a second mark as the candidate
explains why it is a limitation.

e The candidate does not
address what it is about the
theoretical approach, that leads it to
have this as a limitation.

° All of this is irrelevant, as it
does not provide a limitation of
radical feminism. Rather, it is simply
stating changes in the family. No
marks are awarded for this part of
the answer.

Total mark awarded =
2 out of 6

How the candidate could improve their answer

In the first point/limitation, the candidate needed to state what it is about radical feminism that leads them to have
the identified limitation.

The second attempt needed to first clearly focus on a valid limitation of radical feminism, then subsequently
address what it is about the approach that leads it to have this as a limitation, and then address why itis a
limitation.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

Candidates not providing clear limitations (or strengths if that is what the question requires), of the theoretical

perspective. A common error was for candidates to simply state something about the theoretical approach, rather
than identify a valid limitation or strength.
Commonly, candidates failed to address what it is about the theoretical approach that leads it to having the
identified limitation or strength.

Only providing one limitation or strength when two were required.

13



Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Question 3(a)

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

O T evient. ek family dwesdy . \wos lbeon :

0 mq%%ﬂbkﬂd oyt aucteast . ooty st amau aThe candidate makes the
_dominonk _osdnin  Socsky A\Mw({\,\ aere 35 _an_ | | first point (nuclear family remains
W o dMA\Jgj  ShatiskeS . shuows m dominant...) and applies relevant

sociological material (Chester, neo-

[Har_ Qretente. e} w MLeless f"‘”“@ 5 SHU etk conventional family) to support this
Jeommeon __feamly type.. TTo swppeh  tlals,  Robost CW'Q" point.

st ek oy Yy tgeld  ert bullk aound ko
o twodeh ok e aucloos  panudy . He  prepored | A idea
o} s 0 - conenhdnad  foruly,. s s wwmo.lgl,y
| Ww Yout.fol _mone .. €qual. with_ shared_can

et and ako e by duakcamts.. il g
L He —0JID. . SUGGRINs. Mok - Stakishies. ohouk M auedas
~|fasiy G2 mkead\} orguqu that famidy dW%@
|t ok _meve desunank. _teur . that MU }Nvuéy
I Thortlore , als Skl tuak . A e»wuai '

| dbesihy kas_ woun. uo%m*@ Thia is ke m(buolgl
W dww@ 05 00 Mae  ncreadt ;  Hae smdedomd. o The response engages the
| 3k pe M,wa coman. q’?g sociological material, moving
o #WIA‘:Y AN et O oor beyond description to expand and

makes a developed point.

9 wos  Reen %ngd e thet W o The candidate makes a clear
| types art. on/l,g mpecvy and ,,__,wae Aol mlvuq and relevant second point (other
ves HAL o et "9 e nugles” Mt‘ﬁ l)n exami’u family types are temporary/ do not
dominate the nuclear family).
o). cow;m Twda. swiowes  people. 1ing W y
feuk _are not. gk .Mom.w) StahsiieS stow  ttat tWis
ison  the _uncreast from 20 Y. oa AOI, 4o 257 Ga

".,,,.,,,20'2\ P\l‘\’\wucd/lq VRV W u&p-( s Mﬂb@, _ _
Ak %ag@ae/aw o des ol ‘FC‘W@ Jvumdg m QThe candidate illustrates the

T point made through the example
I people yonk . cho@St o Mue . ). - Fﬂmﬂid%ﬁ of cohabitation, directly addressing

fporrver Cohalkodion _con lee  setn an o b bifort the claim and unpacking this into a
5@& L\w this D Hu_ dta thak . people a8ty A3 developed point.
meuwu the _oek ok dwons Cmn bAo@

e This response therefore is an
example of two developed points

Ww\ andeenplex proeess. “This Shows Ave  exbent o) | made, to reach the top level of
___________________ _afw%vb‘w%kmwmgwdlﬂm people ot marks available.
M z S
0 . S003Rg. A0 anomy.and Lk L. eSS Total mark awarded =
_hewears are  susk  ddlagyudg K o — 10 out of 10

How the candidate could improve their answer

This response achieved full marks for providing two developed (relevant) points. It does not require improvement as
the candidate provided everything required of them.
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments
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0 The candidate makes the first
point (nuclear family is the most
common), and supports this through
sociological material/evidence, i.e.
it is universal (Murdoch), and with
reference to Chester.

o The candidate expands

upon this point, moving beyond
description, applying relevant
sociological material to explain the
point made. This is considered a
developed point.

o The candidate makes a second
relevant point (the nuclear family
has a close relationship with
capitalism).

o Whilst the candidate makes a
valid point, it lacks in application
of sociological material, relying
largely on description. It moves
beyond a simple statement made,
but does not engage enough to be
considered developed, rather it is
underdeveloped.

° This candidate’s response,
therefore, is an example of one
developed point made and one
underdeveloped point, to reach
top of the middle band of marks
available.

Total mark awarded =
7 out of 10

How the candidate could improve their answer

The second point made by the candidate, lacked the engagement of sociological material to expand the claim

made (compare to the examples of developed points). The response was largely descriptive, and would have been
improved, for example, by demonstrating what it is about the nuclear family that capitalism relies so heavily upon, that
other more diverse family forms could not provide.
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Example Candidate Response — low
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Examiner comments

@ A of this introduction is
irrelevant to answering the question.

e This is the start of a relevant
first point.

o The candidate’s response
moves beyond a simple statement,
however, it is descriptive and lacks
in sociological evidence to support
it. Therefore, it is considered
underdeveloped.

o The candidate makes a second
point (the nuclear family is the

most preferable). However, this is a
simple statement as what follows is
irrelevant.

e None of this is relevant to the
argument as it is simply a point

of view of the New Right. It is not
evidence that the nuclear family is
the most widely chosen family
form / the most common family.

e The candidate’s response,
therefore, is an example of one
underdeveloped point made and
one relevant but undeveloped point,
to reach the bottom of the middle
band of marks available.

Total mark awarded =
4 out of 10
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How the candidate could improve their answer

The first point needed the candidate to apply relevant sociological material/evidence to support the claim made,
engaging it to move beyond relying on description within a somewhat common-sense response.

The second point needed to ensure it focused the discussion on the actual question itself. The candidate
mistakenly focused on why the New Right think the nuclear family should be the most dominant family type, rather
than addressing how it actually is the most common/dominant family type.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

As demonstrated in the low response example above, candidates do not provide material relevant to the actual
question set.

Candidates do not apply relevant sociological material to develop their discussions.

Candidates provide only one point/argument.

Providing an evaluation of the statement, which is not required as candidates do this in Q3(b).

There is no need for introductions and/or conclusions. Candidates should get straight into their points.
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Question 3(b)

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

0 The candidate begins a
relevant argument against the
statement.

Bocke ond B ~Crerviin
 rak rdwidiedy e pove QAJM\.( to

o The candidate begins to
unpack the point, starting to explain
why family diversity has increased
in western societies.

m MM cokaber conak; «—M ;Wm

-{w«&m _tthonarthded  fomidun O\d £
e dwws%*c«m IS/ <R V-t TV

| st d (o UW °The candidate uses multiple

e A rALS \—\ o | | applications of relevant sociological
0 W B % VA Om’d/\' evidence to support the point

O RYAAL NN - O made (Beck-Gernsheim, Hughes &
1 t5 \@5"5 érr\ol \4«.4 29 i L_aoé L | /9o Church, Stacey, etc.).
"r\é-'\\’\ww‘— qN\ C)f‘%é«v\x % o o The candidate continues to

cotnn b Anse asunpteda.. (ool Lot 20 sopis furer reseone.
Swgenks ook nat oy et dvers cpw '

The candidate provides one,
unpacked, well developed and
sophisticated argument, applying
relevant sociological evidence/
material to support this.

Total mark awarded =
6 out of 6

How the candidate could improve their answer

This response does not require improvement and illustrates what candidates should be aiming for in achieving full
marks.
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

A \é%’\% @3\— “ﬁ&"“‘ﬂga “ The candidate begins a
0 & @'&b C\‘\O“"‘%S relevant argument against here.
\‘\ el cxfo\\re 5 R, aROAITIR S Sk
L Oreawaiesy S %cc«)u.\\u\o»ﬂ nuCec o 'QC\W\\S

\ Aee 3 Ceconin aedocnacsne R
PN PN N |

o . .Q__\)'.o\\r:“\s \&eo \@“e_g Moo Svorn Brede . o The candidate attempts to
| X o\ 6?\‘ o e N -3 apply sociological material, e.g.
e f o < postmodernists, globalisation.

: \c 'Q @xes s conct Qrefese )awﬁkcs —

~

_— &wcxec oL W\w Socied S\‘\C\W\Q& ove

e S YR PS%\ s Ooo«?uJ\Sm\-:B yAE
— \>’€>“-\ =N C,\AA\A O qgc:?,\oe/\ =

»»»»»» oJ LS %M’M ké‘ ene\e G \’\“\65 ?‘(@%‘(@5{ 9 The candidate’s sociological
evidence is quite limited in
unpacking the argument, relying to
some extent on description. They
do not really explore globalisation,
rather it is implied. Therefore,
the response is considered
underdeveloped.

Total mark awarded =
4 out of 6

How the candidate could improve their answer

The candidate needed to do more with the point made, e.g. develop it by clearly explaining the relevance/impact
of globalisation. This almost becomes irrelevant therefore, relying on the simple identification of postmodernists
believe... as its sociological supporting material.

19



Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Example Candidate Response —

low
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Examiner comments

a The candidate gives an
opening that is too vague.

e Here, the relevant point against
begins, however it is simplistic

in simply stating that in modern
western societies, diversity can be
seen.

o From here on, the response is
irrelevant.

Total mark awarded =
2 out of 6

How the candidate could improve their answer

The candidate could have moved beyond a simplistic statement against, engaging relevant sociological material to
unpack and develop the point. For example, they could have explained why there has been an increase in family
diversity in western societies (growth of secularisation, individualism, economic independence of women etc.).

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

Not applying sociological material/evidence to support the argument, relying on common-sense / general

knowledge.

Making a statement and not developing it and sufficiently unpacking the argument. The question awards up to 6
marks for one argument, and thus indicates the quality required from the candidate.

Providing more than one argument required.
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Question 5

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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a This introduction simply sets
up the candidate’s response, with
points raised examined in the body
of the response, therefore no mark
awarded here.

e The candidate begins a
relevant point in support of the
question statement (AO1).

0 The candidate goes on

to apply relevant sociological
material/evidence, e.g. Althusser
and ideological state apparatus,
Zaretsky, ruling-class ideology, etc.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

Vé‘)a

‘o’ bm@ kg Q) e s gt
- e e o The candidate begins a
6 . Ploreomver, Tbo [erss z?..,..e,\'/[amwﬁafu ﬂ/% D%Z(Ié second point in support of the
e 2 Lo ok | |smigon e e
Letiere WWK/ Z/BY 1 socioiqogical rr?apterial.
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e /77ezr)r/.<é 7ells. #e fiew. M //ﬂﬁs a ﬁﬁwflw ° Again, the candidate sufficiently
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developed.

- %m, ﬂ7d//r/_(f ab. /'ZO/ fmc/ P

e e aspects 7). tarr éf& wttein_ S
,,A@de '%77 a/&o bt petiticad. W,
re _the rfe 7 dre —a i

| o Mj:/ Y, W@/M/M /M AZMW °The candidate provides a
/y

further AO1 point. However, the

point is considered this time as

frw/? WW% jé’”//ww,g 7{’ underdeveloped, as the point is not
Lok, §

_@n farn unpacked with enough sociological
M @ ar ag ot &’05/!2 material.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

fexwz/ (@Wﬁo/ W

i s rtgind ot

. ///wg;/mm/ s M{/ 3 ;ww /o] 0 The candidate uses relevant
WM% T fhe /ﬁa,«,r/,c% z//eu/, functionalist concepts to unpack the
point.
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Z’d s //Z;a ot m/ W;‘ Y/ 2N
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@ This part of the response
culminates in a developed point of
evaluation. If it was not for the clear
evaluative statement/assessment
made in the build-up in this point at
the end of the previous paragraph
(evaluating the role of family
members according to Marxism),
this functionalist paragraph would
be considered juxtaposition rather
than explicit evaluation.

@ The candidate makes a further
brief evaluation.

@ The candidate makes a
AY... : juxtaposed point rather than
2 ey f?m Mﬂm@ o /w—w | | explicit evaluation, and it is

U Jo bo snvofved i1 dwiost | | underdeveloped.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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@ The candidate makes a
further juxtaposed AO3 point,
which they sufficiently unpack and
apply sociological material to be
considered developed.

@ The candidate makes a final
point against the argument, and
again is juxtaposed rather than an
explicit evaluation.

Q The candidate draws their
response to a close, with a
conclusion. They give a brief
summary of what has been
discussed, with no new points to
award.

Mark for AO1 = 8 out of 8
Mark for AO2 = 6 out of 8
Mark for AO3 = 8 out of 10

Total mark awarded =
22 out of 26
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How the candidate could improve their answer

» To reach the top level of AO3, the points needed to be explicit evaluations, whilst the brief/simple evaluative
statement needed some development and expansion.

* The conclusion could have been used to make some judgement of the opposing arguments, weighing up their
contributions to the question.

» To improve AO2, the sociological material/evidence needed to be consistently applied to answering the
specificness of the question (see comment below on common mistakes bullet 2).
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments
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0 The candidate begins with the
first supporting point. They unpack
this with some explanation, but it
can be considered underdeveloped.

e The candidate provides a
second AO1 supporting point, with
some relevant sociological material.
Again, only some unpacking

and expansion to be considered
underdeveloped.

o The candidate makes a further
supporting point, bringing to our
attention the negative role the
family plays according to Marxists.
This is considered to be unpacked
well, with sociological concepts
used effectively to be considered a
developed point.

o The candidate makes good use
of relevant sociological concepts.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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Mark for AO1 = 6 out of 8
Mark for AO2 = 6 out of 8
Mark for AO3 = 6 out of 10

Total mark awarded =
18 out of 26
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How the candidate could improve their answer

The supporting AO1 points made needed to be unpacked further, as most were underdeveloped with limited
explanation. These would have benefited from also being conceptually supported more.

Whilst some counterarguments were made (AO3), they needed to be explicit evaluations as opposed to simply
suggesting/presenting alternative views (see comment below on common mistakes bullet 5).

The response could have applied a postmodernist examination/critique/rejection of the structuralist approaches of
Marxism/functionalism/feminism.

To improve AO2, the sociological material/evidence needed to be consistently applied to answering the
specificness of the question (see comment below on common mistakes bullet 2).
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Example Candidate Response —
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Examiner comments

0 The candidate provides
an introduction that sets up the
response.

o The candidate demonstrates

a lack of focus here, not making a
clear point in relation to the family,
instead citing media and education.
Therefore, it is considered
irrelevant.

0 The candidate provides a
relevant point to support the
statement, however, it is simplistic
and undeveloped and contains an
error in the sociologist used (this
should be Engels not Edgell).

o The candidate gives a second
supportive AO1 point, again
undeveloped.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Examiner comments

6 The candidate gives a further
point in support, and again
undeveloped.

e This point makes statements
that are considered too vague.

0 The candidate makes a point
against the argument AO3, with
some relevant concepts and,
although demonstrates a little
vagueness, does move beyond a
simple statement to be considered
underdeveloped.
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Example Candidate Response — low Examiner comments
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Total mark awarded =
12 out of 26

How the candidate could improve their answer

+ The candidate needed to demonstrate more of a sociological awareness. Knowledge was conceptually quite
limited, particularly the counterarguments. They needed to apply more, and relevant, sociological evidence/
concepts etc. The functionalist material was basic and they could have provided a feminist angle (radical/liberal/
Marxist/black) to improve their discussion.

+ The response needed to move beyond simple and often descriptive statements, expanding upon points made,
unpacking the point being made.

* Points need to be clear in their application to answering the question, avoiding vagueness.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

+ Responses not reflecting the actual requirements of the question set.

« With this particular question, few candidates achieved in the top levels of marks as they neglected to address the
context of the best understanding, instead relying on a discussion that simply examined the roles/functions of the
family according to Marxism versus functionalism/feminism.

» Providing a one-sided response, either in support of, or against, the statement in the question.

* Not supporting arguments/points made with relevant sociological concepts, theories, etc., relying on description
and/or common-sense and general knowledge.

+ Counter points (AO3) made through juxtaposition rather than explicit evaluations. This is commonly demonstrated
when candidates simply propose/present a differing approach, rather than actually using an alternative viewpoint to
engage the question directly and create a value judgment (see comment on the high script).

* Responses that provide an insufficient number of points, limiting marks that can be awarded.
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