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The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International A Level Urdu, and 
to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the syllabus requirements. 
This document helps teachers to assess the standards required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark 
scheme.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from the June 2024 exam series to exemplify a range of 
answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with examiner comments about where and why marks were awarded or 
omitted. This is followed by comments on how the answer could be improved. There is also a list of common mistakes 
and guidance for candidates for each question.

Please refer to the June 2024 Examiner Report for further details and guidance.

The questions and mark schemes are available on the School Support Hub

Introduction

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub

9686 June 2024 Question Paper 04

9686 June 2024 Mark Scheme 04

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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How the candidate could improve their answer
This is a top band answer. Candidates are required to demonstrate thorough knowledge of the text and must not move 
away from the focus of the question.

       An excellent answer for 
both parts of this question. 
Candidates are required 
to answer both parts of the 
question in detail which the 
candidate does here.

This section explains how the candidate could 
have improved each answer. This helps you to 

interpret the standards of Cambridge exams and 
helps your learners to refine their exam technique.

How to use this booklet
This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- or low level response for 
each question. In the left-hand column are the candidate responses, and in the right-hand column are the examiner 
comments.

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

Answers are by real candidates in exam 
conditions. These show you the types of answers for 

each level. Discuss and analyse the answers with 
learners in the classroom to improve their skills.

Examiner comments are 
alongside the answers. These 
explain where and why marks 
were awarded. This helps you 

to interpret the standard of 
Cambridge exams so you can 

help your learners to refine their 
exam technique.

1

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates
•	 Candidates read the question and started writing their answer without understanding the focus of the question, 

simply demonstrating their knowledge of the text without planning their answers. It is important to read the rubric 
carefully.

•	 This was a popular question. Most candidates attempted this question well and secured good marks. Most of the 
candidates secured better marks in Part 1 compared to Part 2. 

•	 Candidates who attempted both parts in detail and explained the focus of the question secured marks in top bands.

This section lists common mistakes as well 
as helpful guidance from the examiner. This will 
help your learners to avoid these mistakes. You 
can use this alongside the relevant Examiner 

Report to guide your learners.

1
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Question 2(a)

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

       An excellent answer for both 
parts of this question. Candidates 
are required to answer both parts 
of the question in detail which the 
candidate does here.

       The candidate explains all the 
verses in the extract in detail and 
very well. There is clear evidence 
that the candidate understands all 
the verses.

       This is a first-hand response 
where the candidate demonstrates 
the ability to write ‘Tashreeh’ rather 
than just the ‘nasr’ of the given 
verses.

2

1

3

1

2

3
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       An excellent answer for both 
parts of this question. Candidates 
are required to answer both parts 
of the question in detail which the 
candidate does here.

       The candidate uses quotations 
appropriately to illustrate a point in 
the answer.

5

4 4

5
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       Communication is fluent and 
effective. The candidate uses 
language appropriate for the task 
and very effective.

       The answer links to the 
question through references. The 
candidate understands the focus of 
the question.

       An excellent ability to organise 
material.

Total mark awarded = 
25 out of 25

8

7

How the candidate could improve their answer
This is a top band answer. Candidates are required to demonstrate thorough knowledge of the text and must not move 
away from the focus of the question.

6

8

7

6
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

       The answer is mainly relevant 
but lacks solid details. The 
candidate answers the first part of 
the question very well.

1 1
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate demonstrates a 
sound knowledge of the text. This 
is a reasonable answer for Part 2 of 
the question.

       The candidate makes some 
attempt to analyse and compare. 
In part (ii), the candidate starts 
writing about all the Muslims, but 
the question requires them to focus 
their answers on Muslim youth, not 
on all the Muslims in general.

       The candidate conveys a good 
understanding of the text.

       The candidate writes some 
details about various aspects of the 
message by Iqbal but does not write 
enough detail about the message to 
the Muslim youth.

Total mark awarded = 
17 out of 25

4

2

5

3

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 Everything candidates write should be linked to the focus of the question. 
•	 This question is passage-based and there are two parts to the question. Part 1 requires candidates to explain the 

given verses in their own words to show that they have understood the verses and Part 2 is to analyse the verses 
with reference to the focus of the question. Marks are awarded globally. Sufficient details are required for both 
parts. It is important for the candidates to pay full attention to both parts of the question.

4

2

5

3
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

       This answer is insubstantial 
and includes very little relevance to 
the question. The candidate tries to 
explain the verses but is not able to 
demonstrate the ability to do that. 

       The candidate is unable to 
express ideas comprehensibly. 
There are a number of major errors 
which impede communication. 

       The candidate appears to only 
half remember their notes.

       There is not much sense of 
understanding or ability to answer 
the question.

       The candidate writes only few 
lines for Part 2 of the question, and 
what the candidate writes does not 
make much sense.

Total mark awarded = 
8 out of 25

4

1

5

3

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 The candidate tried to answer both parts of the question but there was not much sense of understanding the 

question. The candidate only wrote a couple of sentences for Part 2.
•	 Candidates should try to write 500 to 600 words, addressing the focus of the question.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates
•	 Candidates read the question and started writing their answer without understanding the focus of the question, 

simply demonstrating their knowledge of the text without planning their answers. It is important to read the rubric 
carefully.

•	 This was a popular question. Most candidates attempted this question well and secured good marks. Most of the 
candidates secured better marks in Part 1 compared to Part 2. 

•	 Candidates who attempted both parts in detail and explained the focus of the question secured marks in top bands.

2

4

1

5

3

2
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Question 2(b)

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

       The response shows good 
understanding of the question. The 
candidate starts answering the 
question by addressing the focus 
of the question and links all the 
answer to the focus of the question. 

       This is an essay-type question, 
and the candidate answers the 
question very well.

       Communication is fluent. 
The candidate uses very effective 
language.

1

2

3

1

2

3
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate shows an 
excellent ability to organise 
material.

       The candidate uses references 
very effectively.

       This answer demonstrates 
that the candidate has thorough 
knowledge of the text.

       This is obviously a first-hand 
response, not memorised or learnt 
material.

Total mark awarded = 
25 out of 25

4

5

How the candidate could improve their answer
This was an articulate and intelligent answer and a thoughtful, personal evaluation of what the candidate had read. 
Quotations were used appropriately to illustrate a point in the answer.

6

7

4

5

6

7
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

       The response is not fully 
relevant to the focus of the 
question. This is an essay-type 
question, and the candidate starts 
the answer by addressing the focus 
of the question but does not keep 
it up. After the first paragraph, the 
answer becomes simply a general 
essay on the poet. 

       The candidate demonstrates a 
sound knowledge of the text; this is 
a good essay on Nazir’s poetry but 
there is, unfortunately, very little link 
to the focus of the question.

       The candidate does not have 
full control of the material. They 
write some detail on various 
aspects of Nazir’s poetry but do not 
link to the question.

       The candidate conveys a good 
understanding of the text.

       The candidate makes some 
attempt to analyse and compare 
here.

Total mark awarded = 
17 out of 25

5

1

4

1

How the candidate could improve their answer
This is an essay type question. This candidate needed to spend some time reading and understanding the focus of the 
question before attempting to write their answer so that the answer remained focused on what was required from the 
question.

3

2

5

4

3

2
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

       This answer includes little 
relevance and knowledge about the 
poet.

       The candidate writes some 
narrative and learnt material here 
where the they simply explain 
all three poems by Nazir without 
linking these to the question. The 
candidate writes too much as they 
are reluctant to leave out anything 
they have learnt.

1

2

1

2
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate does not 
develop a thorough response to the 
question.

33
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate includes some 
narrative and learnt material here.

Total mark awarded =
15 out of 25

44

How the candidate could improve their answer
This question asked candidates to analyse the poetry of a poet with reference to the given focus. The candidate wrote 
some verses of the poet from the syllabus and explained them without linking them to the focus of the question.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates
•	 A common mistake for this question was that some candidates did not read the question carefully and wrote a 

general essay on the poet.
•	 Question 2(b) was a popular choice. 
•	 Some candidates only discussed the poet’s life and contributions rather than addressing the question. Candidates 

who understood and applied question’s focus (اردو شاعری کو ایک نیا رنگ) secured top marks. 
•	 Some candidates were confused about the focus of the question and did not expand their answers properly.



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 4

19

Question 5(a)

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

       An excellent ability to organise 
material. This is an essay type 
question on a short story and the 
candidate addresses the focus of 
the question very well.

11
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       This answer demonstrates 
that the candidate has a thorough 
knowledge of the text.

       The candidate’s communication 
is fluent and effective.

       The candidate’s answer links 
with the question through good 
references.

       The candidate uses language 
relevant to the task.

       This is a really articulate and 
intelligent answer.

Total mark awarded = 
23 out of 25

6

5

How the candidate could improve their answer
•	 This is an excellent ‘firsthand’ response to the question where the candidate did not use prelearnt material.
•	 The candidate remained focussed on the question in their answer.

6

5

2

3

4

2

3

4
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

       The candidate demonstrates a 
sound knowledge of the text. 

       The candidate does not link 
the answer with the question 
thoroughly.

       There is a lack of solid details 
in this answer.

       The candidate makes some 
attempt analyse and compare. This 
is a good summary of the short 
story but not a good answer to the 
question.

       The candidate does not 
understand the demands of the 
question simply relies on learnt 
material.

Total mark awarded = 
17 out of 25

3

1

2

1

3

2

44

55

How the candidate could improve their answer
At the end of the answer, the candidate tried to link it to the focus of question but that was not enough. There should 
have been more links to the focus of the question to achieve higher marks.
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

       This candidate does not 
develop the response according to 
the question, they simply writes a 
summary of the short story.

       This is an example of basic 
memorised material.

       There is some relevance and 
knowledge of the text here. 

       The candidate uses some 
narrative and learnt material.

       The candidate probably 
understands the demands of the 
question without being able to 
develop a very thorough response.

       This is a short answer lacking 
in detail.

       The candidate makes some 
attempt to link the answer to the 
focus of the question is made.

Total mark awarded = 
14 out of 25

6

1

5

1

3

2

7

4

6

5

3

2

7
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How the candidate could improve their answer
The candidate started the answer by simply telling the story, not linking it to the focus of the question. This question is 
asking candidates to demonstrate their knowledge of the text with reference to the text.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates
•	 Some candidates read the question and start writing the story, not linking their answers to the focus of the question. 

Some candidates struggled to discuss the focus and simply reproduced the story and characters of the Afsana, 
therefore not securing good marks.

•	 For a good answer, parts of the story should only be used as a reference to the focus of the question. 
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