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Example Candidate Responses - Paper 3

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS & A Level Urdu,
and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the subject’s curriculum
and assessment objectives.

In this booklet, candidate responses have been chosen from the November 2020 series to exemplify a range of
answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with a clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or
omitted. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way, it is
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their
answers. There is also a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for each question.

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help teachers
to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Therefore, in some
circumstances, such as where exact answers are required, there will not be much comment.

The questions and mark schemes used here are available to download from the School Support Hub. These files are:

November 2020 Question Paper 3

November 2020 Paper 3 Mark Scheme

Past exam resources and other teacher support materials are available on the School Support Hub:

www.cambridgeinternational.org/support



http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Example Candidate Responses - Paper 3

How to use this booklet

This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low-level response for
each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the candidate answers, and in
the right-hand column are the examiner comments.

Example Candidate Response — Question 2, low Examiner comments
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This helps you to interpret
Answers are by real candidates in exam conditions. the standard of Cambridge —
These show you the types of answers for each level. exams so you can help your
Discuss and analyse the answers with your learners in learners to refine their exam
the classroom to improve their skills. technique.
. J

How the candidate could have improved their answer

¢ Although writing in detail about the broad topic area, the candidate has not always related their points to the specific
question title. The points need to be concise and relate directly to the question title for them to be deemed relevant.

e Using some common language errors throughout the essay has affected the overall accuracy and flow of the essay.

This section explains how the candidate could have
improved each answer. This helps you to interpret
the standard of Cambridge exams and helps your
learners to refine their exam technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

¢ Candidates did not always include information that is relevant. The points discussed must link to the specific
question title and not just to the broad topic area. For instance, the question required the candidates to consider
whether fast food could be included as part of a balanced diet. General comments related to health with little or no
mention of fast food did not score very highly for Content.

Often candidates were not awarded Lists the common mistakes candidates made
marks because they misread or in answering each question. This will help your
misinterpret the questions. learners to avoid these mistakes and give them the

best chance of achieving the available marks.
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Question 2

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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0 The candidate uses a complex
sentence pattern which shows
confidence in linguistic sentence
structures.

e The candidate writes a clear
introduction mentioning both a
balanced diet and fast food. This
shows a good understanding of
what the question requires them to
discuss.

e There is evidence of extensive
vocabulary being used: ‘daur-e-
hazar’, jaan leva’, ‘chehal kadmi’
‘baais’, ‘haad se zyaada’, ‘fraham’
‘rujhan’, ‘pabandi aaidh’.

e The candidate uses specific
examples to support their argument.
The use of ‘mahraeen’ (experts
report) and what they believe helps
to further strengthen the candidate’s
argument.
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments
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e The essay is well-planned
and shows that the candidate
has a good grasp of grammatical
elements. The conjunction ‘magr’
(but) provides both sides of the
argument and shows an ability to
evaluate material.

e The candidate makes some
attempts at including a variety of
linguistic structures. However, a
more accurate use of idioms and
figurative expressions would have
enhanced the overall essay.

a The candidate provides a
suggestion as to how the media
needs to draw more attention to
the ingredients used in fast food
so it can act as a deterrent when
people are making life choices.
The candidate would benefit from
including a clearer conclusion,
drawn from the arguments made
throughout the essay.

Mark for Content =

14 out of 16

Mark for Language =

21 out of 24

Total mark awarded =
35 out of 40

How the candidate could have improved

e Spending more time on the concluding paragraph would have enhanced the overall answer. Although concluding
statements were provided throughout the essay and a conclusion was provided at the end, it did not successfully
summarise the points raised in the essay.

e Using idioms and proverbs more extensively would have shown a more natural flair for writing and a confident
grasp of the language.
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Example Candidate Response — middle / high Examiner comments
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0 The candidate provides an
introduction which relates to the
general topic of the essay. A more
specific introduction related directly
to the essay question would show
a clearer understanding of the
discussion required.

e The candidate shows

a generally sound level of
understanding and makes some
relevant points. There is, however,
an inconsistency with developing
arguments.

e The candidate uses lots of
short simple sentences. More
complex sentence structures

and the use of conjunctions to

form compound sentences would
enable the candidate to make more
balanced points. A clearer sentence
comparing a balanced diet to a
natural diet would summarise the
main point the candidate is trying to
make here.
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Example Candidate Response — middle / high, continued Examiner comments
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to the topic of this essay.

e The candidate makes very little
attempt to use a more ambitious
sentence structure and where
attempts are made, the sentences
are a little clumsy. There is little
variety in tense types with the vast
majority of the essay being written in
present tense.

° The candidate provides a brief
conclusion summarising the main
points of the essay. Although two
relevant, pre-learned proverbs are
used, they are not integrated into
the content. More time spent on
using proverbs and idioms more
fluently would greatly enhance the
flow of this essay.

Mark for Content =

13 out of 16

Mark for Language =

19 out of 24

Total mark awarded =
32 out of 40

How the candidate could have improved
e The candidate needed to provide more specific examples and references to justify and support the points raised.

e Although the candidate made some attempts at including some pre-learned idioms and phrases, they did not
always integrate well and did not help to further develop the point being made.
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Examiner comments

Example Candidate Response — low / middle

a The candidate writes a general
essay on the overarching topic

title which is ‘Health and Fitness’

although the specific essay

question requires the candidate to

discuss whether fast food could be
considered part of a balanced diet.

requirement for this essay title. More
points related to the essay would

food or a balanced diet which was a
score more marks.

e The candidate emphasises the
importance of taking care of your
health but does not mention fast
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Example Candidate Response — low / middle, continued Examiner comments
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limited justification as to why they
believe this. However, the points do
not show a sound knowledge of the
subject.

Mark for Content =

11 out of 16

Mark for Language =

18 out of 24

Total mark awarded =
29 out of 40

How the candidate could have improved

e Although the candidate writes about the broad topic area in detail, they have not always related their points
specifically to the question title. The points need to be concise and relate directly to the question title for them to be
deemed relevant.

e Using some common language errors throughout the essay has affected the overall accuracy and flow of the essay.

e Although making some attempts to use ambitious vocabulary, the candidate has not always been successful in
conveying the message and needed to use more subject specific vocabulary more accurately.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

¢ Candidates did not always include information that is relevant. The points discussed must link to the specific
question title and not just to the broad topic area. For instance, the question required the candidates to consider
whether fast food could be included as part of a balanced diet. General comments related to health with little or no
mention of fast food did not score very highly for Content.

e Using pre-learned idioms and phrases shows a more sophisticated linguistic style but candidates must ensure this
is done in a manner where they help to further develop the point and do not detract from the flow of the essay.
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Question 3

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Responses - Paper 3

Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

e The candidate explores both
sides of the argument in detail with
points made in a coherent and
concise manner. The points raised
are well thought out, relate directly
to the relevant question and are
supported by examples and factual
statements.

e The candidate draws a
conclusion which, although relevant
to the question, is very brief and
requires more reference to the rest
of the essay.

Mark for Content =

14 out of 16

Mark for Language =

23 out of 24

Total mark awarded =
37 out 40

How the candidate could have improved

e The candidate scored very highly on this question. More time spent evaluating the points in the concluding
paragraph would have had a positive impact on the overall essay.

¢ In addition to this, the candidate could have used more ambitious language to articulate their points to show a more
individual writing style.
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Example Candidate Response — middle / high Examiner comments
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0 The candidate provides a
clear and concise introduction with
relevant points made in relation to
the essay title.

e The candidate uses more
ambitious vocabulary to develop
their ideas further.

0 The candidate makes specific
references to modern day role
models that have attended
educational institutions and the
positive impact this has had on their
lives. The point is further justified
by exploring the impact this has on
the country the people belong to.
This shows a sound understanding
although this level of detail is not
consistent throughout the essay.
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Example Candidate Responses - Paper 3

xample Candidate Response — middle / high, continue xaminer comments
E ple Candidate Resp ddle / high t d E t
oo | P g e ) ] 50 gzii?ﬂ [ ° The candidate makes relevant
R - IE Ea — ,gé;sﬁi«f* - 2 1 | points but they could be further
= “”;”},;”é‘f‘f{ﬁj == 7 wyggf? Ty 1 | supported with statements
= & s Vi y 2
S 1 | and examples to help with the
b ¢ M £ e L It 5 L7 || |lustification.
L ( it L L E&
- M “ﬁwi -~ bl }; eAgreater attempt at more
7= sﬂw & ) = gaf{s‘;’ ‘w;;w& . W (O 4

1 | extensive vocabulary and using
more ambitious sentence structures

ey 5‘3 Mﬁf ’/}ﬁ@ﬁﬁ iy,gﬁ/wxéf

“f oA T o & pr i | would greatly improve this essay.
e o . 7 ;
Losr o gé‘f f%ﬁ o2, i ; 1 | Mark for Content =
e (eis —»,55’( ) JaTPx ijé,;w past ] A3]
o b L [ s Ll i 11 |12 outof 16 )
) o S . Mark for Language =
N L e w o ile L 2l £ 21 out of 24
=

~ ; ?g*gg‘g jglé"‘f hed 73 w@ﬁ‘iﬁﬁz&f{
- ; fiz, J?@»ff&fﬁéﬁiig
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ol 18 i e S ', ﬁﬁgwé

Total mark awarded =
33 out of 40

e Iy Py

‘(é ey -yl e o Lot b2 g £ J s
& o = o
:

How the candidate could have improved

e By providing more references and examples, the candidate could have included more detail in their response,
resulting in more well-thought-out points.

e Providing more detail in the conclusion which was a little brief would have been effective. The candidate should
have used this paragraph as an opportunity to sum up and evaluate the points raised in the essay alongside a
personal opinion on the matter.
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Example Candidate Responses - Paper 3

Example Candidate Response — low / middle Examiner comments
odT 0 The candidate makes points on
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Example Candidate Responses - Paper 3

Examiner comments

Example Candidate Response — low / middle, continued

e There are some persistent errors

in spelling throughout the essay.
The candidate writes the essay
in the present tense with some

attempts at using the past tense.
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Example Candidate Responses - Paper 3

Example Candidate Response — low / middle, continued
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Examiner comments

eAIthough this paragraph links to
the specific essay title, it does not
contain enough detail for it to cover
all aspects of the issue. However,
the candidate raises points that
show thought and these are
supported by some examples.
Mark for Content =

10 out of 16

Mark for Language =

17 out of 24

Total mark awarded =
27 out of 40

How the candidate could have improved

e Discussing the broad topic area and relating their points to the essay title in the question.

e Although some points were relevant and scored marks, overall, this was a very general response. More time spent

understanding the question would have had a positive impact on this essay.

e The candidate needed to make more of an attempt to vary the sentence types and the sentence structure was often

repeated.

e The candidate needed to use more complex sentence patterns and attempt to incorporate different tenses within

their essay.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

e Some responses provided a general discussion on education and did not adequately address the question itself.
They provided some points on the education system and the importance of learning but this did not relate to the
specific essay title which required candidates to discuss whether attending an educational institute is a vital step in

gaining knowledge.

e Some candidates gave their views on different educational settings and could provide some factual evidence where
appropriate, but again this did not always relate to the title.

e Candidates need to answer the question set. Those who provided an answer for a question they had prepared for,

rather than for the question on the paper, were limited to low level marks.
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Example Candidate Responses - Paper 3

Question 4

Example Candidate Response — high (1) Examiner comments

9 [ 2\ & i ) @ The candidate uses a
e o\ el Eor ot sioo s 4 Bz b iz range of vocabulary confidently
e ‘ < S e £ | and appropriately to articulate

their points. The use of more
sophisticated phrases gives this
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Example Candidate Responses - Paper 3

Example Candidate Response - high (1), continued Examiner comments
o J//‘\J r" NJ\A'? d(ryé\.; \UL; 2“,{ -,/.L 'ﬂ) \ 5 ,})\M °The Candldate. prOVIdeS a .
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How the candidate could have improved

e The candidate performed very well in this essay. More counter arguments provided with clear references would
have shown more extensive knowledge on the issue raised.

¢ Although the candidate used a good variety of more sophisticated vocabulary and phrases, demonstrating for the
correct use of all three tenses, particularly the future tense, would have shown a more confident linguistic style.
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Example Candidate Responses - Paper 3

Example Candidate Response — high (2) Examiner comments
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0 By providing specific examples
and references to support

their arguments, the candidate
demonstrates a sound knowledge of
the subject.

@ The candidate links the
introduction directly to the essay title
which shows a good understanding
of the issue.

e The candidate discusses both
the positive impact technology has
on our society and how there are
some detrimental issues that arise
from extensive use of technology.
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Example Candidate Responses - Paper 3

Example Candidate Response - high (2), continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response — high (2), continued

Example Candidate Responses - Paper 3

Examiner comments
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Mark for Content =
14 out of 16

Mark for Language =
21 out of 24

Total mark awarded =
35 out of 40

How the candidate could have improved
e More factual examples would have made this essay more impactful and conveyed the points in a more powerful

way.

e There is evidence of language that has been used fluently but more complex linguistic structures and patterns
would have shown greater variation in the sentence types used.
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Example Candidate Responses - Paper 3

Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments
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0 The candidate makes a number
of errors in the spelling which affect
the overall flow of the essay. More
complex sentence patterns would
enhance the quality of this essay.

e The candidate makes attempts
to use more sophisticated
vocabulary although the spellings
of these more ambitious words are
not always accurate.

e The candidate makes a good
point here with reference to the
benefits of using technology in the
health sector and how this has
improved the overall service. This
point is further developed with
mention of ‘angioplasty’.
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Example Candidate Responses - Paper 3

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Responses - Paper 3

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

e s (& ) = /{' (9951—7‘2‘(’ v, °The candidate provides a
b v ¢ (w_)/v . T/J) T\ o balanced conclusion with a clear

stance on the issues discussed.

e The candidate confidently uses
the present tense throughout the
essay and the past tense on a few
instances but more variation in
tenses would have shown a more
confident style of writing.

Mark for Content =

14 out of 16

Mark for Language =

17 out of 24

Total mark awarded =
31 out of 40

How the candidate could have improved

e The candidate needed to pay more attention to the language used in this essay. Although lots of clear and relevant
points were raised, the language used to convey these points was not always accurate.

e More ambitious vocabulary, which was subject-specific, would have helped to enhance the flow and fluency of this
essay.

e The candidate used lots of simple sentence-structure patterns, with little attempt at using more ambitious word
order in their sentences.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

e Candidates needed to provide more factual evidence to support their ideas and discuss in more detail what the
damaging effects of using technology could be.

¢ Often, candidates emphasized the importance of technology in most industries, but in order to provide a balanced
argument both sides of the argument must be explored and discussed.

e The points made were not always developed and could not be used to draw a well-structured conclusion.
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