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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge O Level English Language, and
to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the syllabus requirements.
This document helps teachers to assess the standards required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark
scheme.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from the June 2024 exam series to exemplify a range of
answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with examiner comments about where and why marks were awarded or
omitted. This is followed by comments on how the answer could be improved. There is also a list of common mistakes
and guidance for candidates.

Please refer to the June 2024 Examiner Report for further details and guidance.

The questions and mark schemes are available on the School Support Hub

1123 June 2024 Question Paper 12
1123 June 2024 Mark Scheme 12

1123 June 2024 Insert 12

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub


http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How to use this booklet

This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- or low level response for
each question. In the left-hand column are the candidate responses, and in the right-hand column are the examiner
comments.

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

Question 1 , o The candidate locates
the correct answer in the
second half of the opening

(a) In paragraph 1, what did the writer enjoy the most about moving the ice blocks the first time

he did this?

_e l ,Is . , . dirtanne aod sentence, noting that ‘best of all’
5‘“"’1’"‘% Ve ice. Wlodes MMW?MWW#WMO\MA. ............ Corresponds to the word ‘most’
wedtding, from, shalle, S0 jewelzlike thoada: i (] in the question. Both alternative

correct responses have been
given; only one is necessary.

he f anal D dtnowl
phe e, Joaet abaut avdl rege did st adinewlsdee o1 () Mark for () = 1 out of 1

(b) Using your own words, explain what the text means by ‘I neglected my other duties.’ (line 4)

e The candidate provides a

{c) Inparagraph 3, how did the writer fee} at first about being in the ice house? . . ,
— correct meaning for ‘neglected

Give two details from the text to support your answer. with “forgot’. He ‘did not...
writer's feefing <eatendt”ith. fhoe. c2ld, aod. relieved andpravd 3 bimod........... complete’ is also correct.
details Meidks, . oleomant esmtat lo the ool sUffory hear ochide, i vioo . ia "
Responses are written by real candidates in Examiner comments explain -
exam conditions, demonstrating the types of answers where and why marks were
for each level. These could be used to discuss and awarded. These help to interpret
analyse the answers with learners in the classroom to the standard of Cambridge
improve their skills. exams to help learners
refine their exam technique.
- J

How the candidate could improve their answer

To make efficient use of time, the candidate should have focused on providing one correct answer when required.

This section explains how the candidate
could improve each response. It helps learners to
improve their exam technique.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

+ Candidates need to make sure they read the questions carefully. They need to take careful note of key instructions
such as ‘own words’ and paragraph and line references.

* For (b) it was not uncommon for candidates to repeat ‘neglected’ or ‘duties’. In this own word question, candidates
needed to provide a meaning or synonym for each of the two words.

» (h) Candidates must ensure that they identify feelings

This section lists common mistakes as well as
helpful guidance from the examiner. This will help
your learners to avoid these mistakes. You can
use this alongside the relevant Examiner Report to
guide your learners.




Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Question 1

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

Question 1
(a) In paragraph 1, what did the writer enjoy the most about moving the ice blocks the first time 0 The candld_ate locates the
he did this? correct answer in the second half
Shodine the ice lledes gk the litden. wale prom o digtanee ond. of the opening sentence, noting

that ‘best of all’ corresponds to the

wedteidng thom, shlle, fode iemelzlike, Gada: i 1] word ‘most’ in the question. Both
(b) Using your own words, explain what the text means by ‘[ neglected my other duties.’ (line 4) altemaj‘ive correct res'ponses have
e saselenb, Jugel.abad andl g ded oel adomwisdgs, o (@), | Deen givens only one is necessary.
........... (el A oflenr tooke 8 bin 2k SR 2] Mark for (a) =1 out of 1
(c) In paragraph 3, how did the writer feel at first about being in the ice house? o The candidate provides a
Give two details from the text to support your answer. correct meani_ng for ‘negleCted’ _With
e ‘forgot’. He ‘did not...complete’ is

writer’s feeling W*WW'*L‘H‘&U’““"‘de'e‘/@dm“’{{’“‘*ﬁ‘féhw also correct.

sty heatr odbide, it oo

o The candidate provides a
correct meaning for ‘duties’ with the
. word ‘tasks’. ‘Job’ is an alternative

iy the tarke e, - correct answer.
.............................. B setivy s
Bl Mark for (b) = 2 out of 2

(d) Explain what the writer was thinking when he leant against the door and it ‘surprisingly swung

oper’. (lines 13-14) : o The candidate demonstrates
he Moot e had been locksd .and Tappzd in the pridebig cold and understanding of the writer’s feeling
wmwféwﬂwbowfobﬁ%l%qveﬂo | with ‘content’. Relievedis also

correct but is unnecessary since a
single feeling is required. ‘Proud’ is
incorrect but it does not negate the
correct answer.

e The candidate selects the
correct supporting detail from the
text which focuses on the heat
outside.

0 The second supporting detail
focusing on avoiding the task of
cleaning is correct.

Mark for (c) = 3 out of 3

o The candidate correctly infers
what the writer was thinking and
offers alternative answers: he
thought he was locked in; he
thought he was trapped; and he did
not expect the door to be left open.
All are correct.

Mark for (d) = 1 out of 1
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

(e) From paragraph 5, identify two techniques used by the palace kitchen cooks that the writer -
thought could be useful to improve the flavour of.the ices-he is making with-Ahmad: —~ —

Cprsthy e o ndeedlfy e alwﬂw&e ......................................

o Exliadking Ue pordmen 8, Ploreen Lo Ylovovn ceamo and Lighatts..

(9) Inparagraph 7, the writer asked Ahmad what the ices they made tasted like.

(i) What reason did the writer give Ahmad for wanting to know?

(h) Explain using your own words the writer’s different feelings and opinions about Ahmad
while he was working for him.

Give three details from anywhere in the text to support your answer.

N

Slh“"ohwlwm%w:f‘aﬂmm

He.also

T widon believed Bhmed to_be o cdd ond steick man, e«waﬂi}f%ig

beud okt ®

[Total: 16]

e The candidate makes good
use of the bullets to clearly and
efficiently identify two techniques
used by the palace cooks.

Mark for (e) = 2 out of 2

9 The candidate omits the key
word ‘two’ in the first answer. It

is the fact that only two families
know the recipes that ensures they
remain secret. The second part

of the answer correctly identifies
that the secrets are memorised by
Ahmad and so are inaccessible.

Mark for (f) = 1 out of 2

@ The candidate correctly
identifies the reason: the writer’s
understanding of ice making will
increase.

Mark for (g)(i) = 1 out of 1

0 The candidate offers two
correct answers although only
one is required for this one mark
question.

Mark for (g)(ii) = 1 out of 1

@ The candidate’s response
demonstrates a secure
understanding of the writer’s
different feelings and opinions.
Three feelings or opinions about
Ahmad are required. The response
is clear and focused. The candidate
explains in their own words that
Ahmad ‘lacks care or empathy’; he
is ‘cold and strict’; and the writer
‘felt inferior’. Each of these feelings
and opinions is supported by an
appropriate textual detail therefore
gaining full marks.

Mark for (h) = 3 out of 3

Total mark awarded =
15 out of 16

How the candidate could improve their answer

To make efficient use of time, the candidate should have focused on providing one correct answer when required.
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

Question 1

(a) In paragraph 1, what did the writer enjoy the most about moving the ice blocks the first time
he did this?

ThraW\ﬂa—\hme*%\we;\cabeg\ssqt\-Hg ........... 0

wall wad:c.hi ng
Kixonen. esd . feca foar away..ond. .. sesing . (1]

therm byeak into pieces-
(b) Using your own words, explain what the text means by ‘| neglected my other duties.’ (line 4)

JRe. aid

nok....give.. . dhal. . owda L prierakg. A2 Al

(c) Inparagraph 3, how did the writer feel at first about being in the ice house?

Give two details from the text to support your answer.

writer’s feeling ... He  felr | ey ﬁ\;ubﬂ"k"\t....o ...............................
GRSy N

details S Xm....edessent L Comirest Io L he. sl gxitems

heak.  eniside.. . he. felb goed. . and. . . fer ...

Longratmieted. ... olmself. . fer sRipRing

L gleening. . np:

(d) Explain what the writer was thinking when he leant against the door and it ‘surprisingly swung
open’. (lines 13-14) o

B

Aok o gl o an s =2 o
trapped inside

0 The candidate provides a
correct response: ‘throwing the
ice blocks at the kitchen wall’.

The response also includes an
attempt at the alternative correct
answer: ‘watching them break into
pieces’. On this occasion, the own
word alternative for ‘shatter’ is not
creditworthy without the suggestion
of breaking into ‘small’ pieces.
However, only one correct answer
is required and the candidate is
awarded 1 mark.

Mark for (a) = 1 out of 1

o The candidate offers a full
explanation for this ‘own words’
question: ‘not give that much priority
to’ is a correct meaning for ‘neglect’
while ‘tasks’ correctly explains
‘duties’.

Mark for (b) = 2 out of 2

o The candidate’s choice of word
‘jubilant’ is not creditworthy as a
feeling since it is too extreme for the
context.

o The supporting textual

details are both correct. Because
the ‘feeling’ is incorrect, 1 mark
maximum is awarded for the details
in this question.

Mark for (c) = 1 out of 3

0 The candidate correctly infers
that the writer thought he was
trapped.

Mark for (d) = 1 out of 1
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

(e) From paragraph 5, identify two techniques used by the palace kitchen cooks that the writer
thought could be useful to improve the flavour of the ices he is making with Ahmad.

kL‘H’ in a steined leoatier ~woun.d
'd) In paragraph 7, the writer asked Ahmad what the ices they made tasted like.
(i) What reason did the writer give Ahmad for wanting to know?

h

~

Explain using your own words the writer's different feelings and opinions about Ahmad
while he was working for him.

Give three details from anywhere in the text to support your answer.
STt ke fel ek Abmad  as selfish. pemen

LAs  ne..ald. nek  share...the  AuwM.secrers.and .

Mo perilows. .ga e did L nokdang e sk 3]

whook Sl Cce.  tested 1 fxe for -~ \gears.

[Total: 16]

e The candidate clearly identifies
the two correct techniques used by
the palace cooks.

Mark for (e) = 2 out of 2

0 The candidate provides one
correct reason: the secrets were
passed down ‘within two families’.
The second reason offered — that
they were kept in notebooks — is
incorrect. The fact that not all of
the secrets were in notebooks, and
therefore were inaccessible, is key
to being awarded marks here.

Mark for (f) = 1 out of 2

e The candidate’s response is
incomplete since it needed to state
what the writer could understand
better: the making of ices.

Mark for (g)(i) = O out of 1

o The candidate provides a
concise correct answer.

Mark for (g)(ii) = 1 out of 1

@ The candidate provides one
valid opinion about Ahmad — that he
was ‘selfish’. This is supported with
a relevant textual detail - Ahmad’s
reluctance to share the secrets.
The following point that ‘Ahmad
was taunting’ is not creditworthy
because this is textual detail (‘He
was taunting me’) without providing
a feeling or opinion. The final
attempt is also incorrect; since
‘Ahmad was perilous’ does not
make sense in context. Overall, this
demonstrates some awareness and
is awarded 1 mark.

Mark for (h) = 1 out of 3

Total mark awarded =
10 out of 16

How the candidate could improve their answer

(f) Instead of copying from the text, the candidate needed to rework the passage details to answer the question.
When choosing their own words, the candidate must select words which are appropriate in meaning. There are

occasions, such as in (¢) and (h), when this was not the case. For (c) feeling, ‘happy’ or ‘pleased’ would have been

more appropriate choices.
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Example Candidate Response — low
Question 1
(a) In paragraph 1, what did the writer enjoy the most about moving the ice blocks the first time

(b

-~

(c]

A

(d

-~

{e)

®

he did this?
—F\Lﬁrcmros({k\z‘ of. Flagma with. the. frozen  sloks - 0
of...22a how. thew. s Ud aweny. from huim Like eels -
Using your own words, explain what the text means by ‘I neglected my other duties.’ (line 4)
Bs. he.nes Kedwﬂ his. dokies. 3 in.a.stadt of childish
en#’noStqsm He likes.fo.. IDL‘“:f with. frozen. Slebs- [z]o

In paragraph 3, how did the writer feel at first about being in the ice house?

Give two details from the fext to support your answer.

ot....it o p.p [eaaanféoﬁ%ﬂa/ﬁféo%ee
details ]nl'{?l heeaw(&u ] MSQ 'D«ﬂ'“ﬂsl’u{"'(fﬂﬂpl

shork.. bre&:fx&S he. stood ConjmijaJQ"f) himsedf on
amoding. the. tosk of cleonia . ARker T fea. maukefs
e laeaoun i Shivew - His Confidence crombled -

writer's feehng HE &di

[3]
Explain what the writer was thinking when he leant against the door and it ‘surprisingly swung

open’. (lines 13-14)
Soﬂ\qkhecw)fexealeﬁhmeqﬂwmhn19&¥&nﬂje
Cereenenns 11

From paragraph 5, identify fwo techniques used by the palace kitchen cooks that the writer
thought could be useful to improve the flavour of the ices he is making with Ahmad.

He. wes, obser Vine how Y Pufeeol Fruils o mkﬁmljcj Hhe. Fevour
 Hore S koo s perbrsen & Elocsess, b Sheor e 0
[2]

(/U?/U eurs™
Give two reasons why the secrets of ice had remained ‘known to few’. (line 22)

AL poees, ?m&QQA dowon ko within twe fomiol whe s»/opbd

Srozen. icex %o the ro c\)\coufir"ﬁsknowlﬂ ewa%msh ...... 2]
in LQQ*‘/\QP bonal bmgokeéookS . 3 o

Examiner comments

0 The response is incorrect. The
candidate indiscriminately lifts the
beginning of the paragraph without
reading on to locate the correct
answer.

Mark for (a) = 0 out of 1

e The response demonstrates
insecure understanding. The
candidate repeats the words
‘neglected’ and ‘duties’ instead of
explaining their meanings.

Mark for (b) = 0 out of 2

o The candidate provides a
supporting detail from the text
instead of a ‘feeling’.

o The candidate provides one
correct textual detail: ‘avoided the
task of cleaning’. Elsewhere, the
response is unfocused and includes
indiscriminate content. 1 mark is
awarded for the correct textual
detail.

Mark for (c) = 1 out of 3

e The response demonstrates
misunderstanding of the question.
The candidate copies a section of
the text which does not answer the
question.

Mark for (d) = 0 out of 1

e The candidate correctly
identifies two techniques used by
the cooks.

Mark for (e) = 2 out of 2

o The candidate provides one

correct answer: the secrets were
passed down within two families.
The lifted text which follows does
not answer the question so only 1
mark is awarded.

Mark for (f) = 1 out of 2

10
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Example Candidate Response — low, continued Examiner comments

(g9) Inparagraph 7, the writer asked Ahmad what the ices they made tasted like.

(i) What reason did the writer give Ahmad for wanting to know?

He_ thought he! 1 undsssiant. boter bao. makse. . @ | @ The answer is corect The
candidate provides a clear reason

for 1 mark.
(i) Suggest the real reason the writer was asking about the taste of the ices. Mark for (g)(i) = 1 out of 1
He.seid thad Whisis.not a dish. r.. Q&W\%}We (o)
Here. o e ntevbein onlu - The question refers candidates
YN0 ok O W TNY ) R v HLG ................................................... SR 11 to paragraph 7. The candidate’s
(h) Explain using your own words the writer’s different feelings and opinions about Ahmad incorrect answer is text lifted from
while he was working for him. paragraph 9.
Give three details from anywhere in the text to support your answer. Mark for (g)(ii) = 0 out of 1
.HE,..hQ@L...h%‘gn...moﬁ.!mi....&.).(? ..... ahmad almesh tuwo veess
beforeshe daced to ok hak the RS theg made. tebec

.\J@X&.&.‘...‘."r..,e,......S..camQ,E\m'.Qs...u.a..C?.n.ql..th?.‘mL..u.).k,s{.hhmgc!...sbmde.c@...k\js

RQOLDLQA Q.SOTJGJ\QLJL'S@!.”’L}M’/V\,; ................................. @ The Candldate’s response does

thak to_him.hem. ez a.woekhorse.,.a.coeaky not explain any feeling and opinion
but simply refers to details from the

text. A mark can only be awarded
[Total: 16] if a textual detail supports a correct
feeling or opinion.

Mark for (h) = 0 out of 3

Total mark awarded =
5 out of 16

How the candidate could improve their answer

The candidate could have read the questions more carefully. For (a), the word ‘most’ was missed so the focus of
the answer was incorrect. The candidate needed to see the connection between ‘most’ in the question and ‘best of
all’ in the paragraph.

(h) The candidate should have identified feelings and opinions which are supported by the details. For example,
the details in the response provide evidence that the writer is scared of Ahmad and that Ahmad is selfish.

When a paragraph is identified in a question, the candidate needs to locate the answer within this section of the
text.

The candidate should rework and rephrase the text to answer the questions precisely, rather than simply copying
from the passage.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

Candidates need to make sure they read the questions carefully. They need to take careful note of key instructions
such as ‘own words’ and paragraph and line references.

For (b) it was not uncommon for candidates to repeat ‘neglected’ or ‘duties’. In this own word question, candidates
needed to provide a meaning or synonym for each of the two words.

(h) Candidates must ensure that they identify feelings and opinions in response to this question.

11
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Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Question 2

Example Candidate Response — high

Examiner comments

(a)

(b)

(c

-~

(d)

Question 2

Read this sentence from the text:

‘lce crystals cracked and crunched against my teeth, dissolving on my tongue with a sparkling
sensation.’ (lines 38-39)

What ‘effect does the writer suggest about the sensation of the crystals dissolving on his
tongue by using the word ‘sparkling’ to describe it?

M.W...wa,m...a..!oﬁk..sk\o.yg.oi.fx‘.’\ds.\%w...ﬂ.fm.gl.e,go..nm..uﬁ.\....
..&D.u(.\.%&..ﬁ}.(&.fftmﬂfs...mndaa?..hqd.m..ﬁlﬂtkfﬂ«ﬂtt\ﬁ...ﬁ%&@#ﬁﬂiu 21
Read this exiract from the text:

‘But, once I'd got over the initial strangeness, | found | could not forget that extraordinary

flavour, nor the cold, frozen grittiness. It was as if the ice itself was enticing, daring me on.
From then-on, without Ahmad knowing,- I tasted everyice- confectlon we made.’ (lines 43-46)

What doés the writer want to suggest to the reeder at this point in the story?
%ux o&amq\'n 39)' M\mkgamjhdm«[

Taal. *ﬁéﬂ daorknow ,g O

Explain why the writer uses the word ‘creature’ rather than ‘boy’ in the expression ‘a creature
incapable of reason.’ (line 48)

TaakAamad.. did ack.see Lim.ob &. aumon...0x. Ve e 1id.m. wau%\\hco
)vsx A s{ ...... A A dumb.ammal. sk ad no. (.ompou’tsol\ M
What two impressions does the writer want to convey to the reader in the sentence:

‘And so | learnt the subtle art of more complex water ices: ‘sorbetti’, in which the syrups
themselves were frozen, transforming magically to mounds of glittering crystals; and

" “‘sherbets’, the most difficult and enchanting of all, expertly infused with fragrant cardamom,

and resembling refrozen snow.’ (lines 50~53)?

MoK ok wiTiea waneasntaq mie and.maee oloook M}am\xﬂpp .......
torapled oted (684 ad. Haoko e .usns. 000 amme&/*io@% ......... o
ﬂxp&(e(mg....m%g%mg...w%.m«zd.em.m&..ma.s.t.cmeﬂu/..g?e}.‘m.j,.-.... 21

0 The candidate’s answer that
‘sparkling’ suggests a ‘ting[ling]’ and
‘tickling’ sensation is correct. Only

1 mark is scored since these words
describe a similar effect. Further
attempts at the effect are incorrect:
‘sharp’ and ‘prickly’ suggest
discomfort and the “firework’
comparison lacks precision.

Mark for (a) = 1 out of 2

o The candidate’s answer
demonstrates understanding that
the writer’s behaviour is risky since
he could ‘get caught'.

Mark for (b) = 1 out of 1

o The candidate correctly
explains the effect of the word
‘creature’ rather than ‘boy’,
recognising that it suggests the
writer is not regarded as human,
is seen as an animal and is not
valued. Each of these three ideas
are correct; only one answer is
required for 1 mark.

Mark for (c) = 1 out of 1

o The candidate provides two
correct impressions recognising
that the vocabulary in the extract
suggests the ‘beauty’ of the

ices and that they are ‘made
with most careful detail’, evident
in the detailed description of
their construction. Each correct
impression is awarded 1 mark.

Mark for (d) = 2 out of 2

12
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

(e) ldentify one example of how the writer uses language effectively to convey his feelings once
he begins his double life, in this exiract from the text:

‘So began a period in which | lived a double life. By day, | followed Ahmad's instructions
dutifully. But by night | was a kind of alchemist, the kitchen my laboratory as | experimented
wildly, without method or purpose, trying increasingly outtandish and ridiculous combinations
of flavours and ingredients. | froze soft cheeses, vegetable juices, even soups, hoping to
chance on something — some method, some key — something that could unlock the deepest,
frozen secrets of ice cream.’ (lines 61-66)

Explain the impression the writer creates in the example you have identified.

example \%PQJ&MQ.Y\\‘C—&UJ.“&\% ............. 6 ....................................................... e The examp|e selected is both
explanation '.“r.\e_..w.('.’\‘.cﬁ—.x..&e‘\'ff...?Ic.a,..likgﬁ..Q.m.o.m'\.mo.l...ox.(m..\‘iﬁqe_..uﬁ.ld\..\me_ t:leleval?t and precise and is awarded
mark.

Smfu.o%.%%ﬁ.u%sco\mzk\z«.m.cgm.maﬂ_ﬁ&em.md_mxmmagmsm 6 o The explanation demonstrates
Qm.wmmresmwm.umnmQ.mmﬁrxg,,@_mm,mmmQagx\uem..unsmeaxé_\.]eeau- 2f‘3t'ﬁ:rsglr;‘§;taer)‘(i':%‘: t;‘ﬁeeﬁe"t
‘ ' response explores the associations
of the word ‘wildly’: the idea of being
‘free’; not having to ‘follow orders’;
letting ‘his imagination flow’; and
feeling like ‘an unstoppable force’.
This is a very full response and two
of these effects would have been
sufficient for maximum marks.

Mark for (e) = 3 out of 3

[Total: 9]

Total mark awarded =
8 out of 9

How the candidate could improve their answer

(a), (c) The candidate could have avoided repeating ideas, thereby allowing more efficient use of their time.

13
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Example Candidate Response — middle

Examiner comments

Question 2

(a) Read this sentence from the text:

‘Ice crystals cracked and crunched against my teeth, dissolving on my tongue with a sparkling
sensation.” (lines 38-39) ' '

What effect does the writer suggest about the sensation of the crystals dissolving on his
tongue by using the word 'sparkling’ to describe it?

Me_suqaonts Wak e copstals mored armend in Wi forgus.
dmosk os theyy sporked, SPonklivg om in ¥iny explesions.’ 0
SPW IS,

{b) Read this extract from the text:

‘But, once I'd got over the initial strangeness, 1 found | could not forget that extraordinary
flavour, nor the cold, frozen grittiness. It was as if the ice itself was enticing, daring me on.
From then on, without Ahmad knowing, | tasted every ice confection we made.’ (lines 43-46)

What does the writer want to suggest to the reader at this point in the story?

He sholed howinn anoddichon n_the icex o @)
Showed W were nberest ik, i

(c) Explain why the writer uses the word ‘creature’ rather than ‘boy’ in the expression ‘a creature
incapable of reason.’ (line 48)

Amach. id . aok cot. aew  whe works G bim,. gt

exomple.

............................................................................ M e

(d) What two impressions does the writer want to convey to the reader in the sentence:

‘And so [ learnt the subtle art of more complex water ices: ‘sorbett?’, in which the syrups
themselves were frozen, transforming magically to mounds of glittering crystals; and
‘sherbets’, the most difficuit and enchanting of all, expertly infused with fragrant cardamom,
and resembling refrozen snow.” (lines 50-53)?

He. conveyn thak he hed wow ook speciall: technyes

gwlxm\me&bkd(«’ewmcwve#k\\sded\cg%iwh

P vorle Hoien to creade new items ba | ol vy new 1
mm&.ﬂ* tems. by =

(e) ldentify qne example of how-he-writer uses language effectively to conveyshis feelings once

he begins his double life, in this extract from the text:

‘So began a period in which | lived a double life. By day, | followed Ahmad’s instructions
dutifully. But by night | was a kind of alchemist, the kitchen my laboratory as | experimented
wildly, without method or purpose, trying increasingly outlandish and ridiculous combinations
of flavours and ingredients. | froze soft cheeses, vegetable juices, even soups, hoping to
chance on something — some method, some key — something that could unlock the deepest,
frozen secrets of ice cream.’ (lines 61-66)

Explain the impression the writer creates in the example you have identified. e

sampie A wos o Kind o€ adchemik W
expianation W& vebeorced o Wim o am alchemich o he..
ode B abchen tnbn s pesaned.. Lok, expaximedieg
Mh%\ﬁbw«b&wwe%\%w»\@\ ...... wanhdh wnlock

[Total: 9]

a The candidate offers one
correct effect likening the sensation
to ‘tiny explosions’. The opportunity
for a second mark has been missed
since in the rest of the response
the word ‘sparkling’ is repeated as
‘sparked’ and ‘sparks’ rather than
being explained in their own words
so understanding of the effect is not
fully secure.

Mark for (a) = 1 out of 2

e The candidate’s answer,
likening the writer’s behaviour to ‘an
addiction’, is correct.

Mark for (b) = 1 out of 1

0 The candidate’s response
(‘did not care about’) is too general
and does not relate specifically to
the comparison of the writer to a
‘creature’.

Mark for (c) = 0 out of 1

o The candidate provides one
correct impression that ice making
requires skill. This is evidenced in
the words ‘special techniques’ and
‘mastered’. The second sentence is
a general overview of the situation
rather than the effect of specific
vocabulary or an image so the
second mark is not awarded.

Mark for (d) = 1 out of 2

e The candidate selects a
relevant and precise example. This
is awarded 1 mark.

G This candidate’s answer is
incorrect as it does not explain

the impression the writer creates.
Instead, it provides narrative detail
about what is happening in the
extract as a whole.

Mark for (e) = 1 out of 3

Total mark awarded =
4 out of 9

14




Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How the candidate could improve their answer

* The candidate should focus on individual words or an image and explain their effect rather than giving a general
overview of the situation or event. In (e), for example, the candidate could have explained what an alchemist and
the writer have in common.

* (e) The candidate’s explanation must only focus on the words in the selected example.
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low

Example Candidate Response —

Examiner comments

Question 2
(a) Read this sentence from the text:

‘Ice crystals cracked and crunched against my teeth, dissolving on my tongue with a sparkling
sensation.’ (lines 38-39)

What effect does the writer suggest about the sensation of the crystals dissolving on his
tongue by using the word ‘sparkling’ to describe it?

Therie suent. 5mall. ice.peacen. whib il e mell. instontly.......
WW.I%*@%M%@W(? .................................................. 0 2

Read this exiract from the text:

(b)
‘But, once I'd got over the initial strangeness, | found | could not forget that extraordinary
flavour, nor the cold, frozen grittiness. It was as if the ice itself was enticing, daring me on.
From then on, without Ahmad knowing, | tasted every ice confection we made.’ (lines 43-46)
What does the writer want to suggest to the reader at this point in the story?

T, g0.atackve. Thak ke he. cauld not resisi.. 08/ v‘fgwg’f;le
AYelin.. becouse. . af. The. rich. Jlomonaned 144... .1

Explain why the writer uses the word ‘creature’ rather than ‘boy’ in the expression ‘a creature
incapable of reason.’ (line 48)

B 8..eutes. Jush o o). e simple

(]

(d) What two impressions does the writer want to convey to the reader in the sentence:

‘And so | learnt the subtle art of more complex water ices: ‘sorbett’, in which the syrups
themselves were frozen, transforming magically to mounds of glittering crystals; and
‘sherbets’, the most difficuit and enchanting of all, expertly infused with fragrant cardamom,
and resembling refrozen snow.’ (lines 50-53)?

&WQWM&MWMQ%MWJOMM%W@G
B 0T/ SO U O P TR UPTORR OO

(e) Identify one example of how the writer uses language effectively to convey his feelings once
he begins his double life, in this extract from the text:

‘So began a period in which [ lived a double life. By day, | followed Ahmad’s instructions
dutifully. But by night | was a Kind of alchemist, the kitchen my laboratory as | experimented
wildly, without method or purpose, trying increasingly outlandish and ridiculous combinations
of flavours and ingredients. | froze soft cheeses, vegetable juices, even soups, hoping to
chance on something — some method, some key ~ something that could uniock the deepest,
frozen secrets of ice cream.’ (lines 61-66)

Explain the impression the writer creates in the example you have identified.
N2

oddd. m@ do.Thi élm ey T
b0l e A the Flovoess. WWJ hu/m/ }aﬁmwmmd ........

[Total: 9]

0 The candidate’s response is

incorrect. It does not focus on the
effect of the word ‘sparkling’.

Mark for (a) = 0 out of 2

o The candidate’s response

is correct. It demonstrates
understanding of the writer’s
inability to stop tasting the ices with
‘he could not resist’.

Mark for (b) = 1 out of 1

o The candidate understands
the connotation of ‘creature’ which
suggests the writer was considered
to be of ‘no importance’.

Mark for (c) = 1 out of 1

o The candidate’s response is
incorrect. It is a general comment
on the making of ices instead

of focusing on the vocabulary
and explaining the impressions
conveyed by the details in the
extract.

Mark for (d) = 0 out of 2

e The candidate does not select
a relevant and precise example
from the extract.

e Without a valid example, the
candidate’s explanation is not
creditworthy.

Mark for (e) = 0 out of 3

Total mark awarded =
2 out of 9
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How the candidate could improve their answer

The candidate needed to give more careful consideration to the vocabulary and images in the extracts.

The candidate needed to read the questions carefully, such as (a) which directed the candidate specifically to the
word ‘sparkling’, and (e) which instructed the candidate to identify one example and provided a designated space
in which the example should be written.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

Candidates need to recognise that Question 2 is testing understanding of the use of language — that is the effect of
vocabulary, an image or a structural feature. Sub-questions might ask for an effect, an impression or what is being
suggested. Candidates should consider the associations, connotations, pictures and feelings created by individual
words or an image.

Some candidates missed the opportunity to gain an additional mark when two ideas or impressions are required
for maximum marks. Candidates should recognise the correlation between the number of marks available and the
number of ideas required.

It was not necessary for candidates to identify language features, such as metaphor or personification; no marks
are awarded for this. The real skill lies in explaining how these features are effective.

Candidates’ examples for (e) were often too long. Candidates should select the example carefully, ensuring that it
does not exceed the designated space and that it is rich enough in connotation and suggestion for two ideas to be
confidently explained. Candidates must not substitute words with line references or ellipses.
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Question 3

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

‘ Up to 10 marks are avaifable for the content of your answer and up to 10 marks for the

0 Reading: The candidate

quality of your-writing. o . A ; e t
— _ ¢ . y ' includes a good range of relevan
a:L“"‘?~ ............. '4. ?}A@A‘TE“".W.S./O.M‘QA ...... )’ .@96171“""“ .......... ideas. The Opening sentence
wehewperded b globelly in.. n38... de.....don covnbisa. silh covers the company’s date of
_ ‘ . origin, its global destinations and
dbemdoa. gutes . Gob | Bades  fhids o aioh . nnmbec. P, also touches on the appeal of tour
(wflavevll ...... love: . backpacking  arowed. Mo wold, bob,. are...... guides.
W) x 9 ore B, €504 L° agr . .
cancomed . abork.. *Ldrs“tf-aﬂs ...................... L. de.. fessans. b0 o Writing: The opening is focused

et e compang. il proilen o azsithed. fem o €) | onthe task with three relevant ideas

b“'—f“‘}“"a ....... VLH& ..... 4@’;—’(& ..... exmbomars...... s L‘a ....... Io.....ATLE. Jeems . gngéiilg.embedded in the first
- aoﬂ’l ....... brcililien... wilhout ] lodingy... #&q,fauc; ...... ok ool ow o et
riting: Original structures

dndbeeolbace ob #bw““‘!"'& ....... IV . ‘LL’ /L‘J(«Aas enhance fI?Jencf/]and organisation.
”QOTZ«*‘)"&-\'J"MQFI'«"{[o%'{ﬂt'/(ﬂJmﬂmﬂéfzpflc The accurate use of relative

" gomenbure..... aloac.... 2 con... come. bedh do.. pronouns (‘who expanded...
ion g st olose by o b ronouns (who expanded.
At grong....benenec.. ... desiney... 00 emy achvibz  evseas..... why...") organises and shapes the

) . candidate’s content.

R T L s '}e....gxfwme- Oller .. Frawd CommEnes. oy Ook . low
Mo and boke . ede . codamers. To iselobd | otose il ne..... o Reading: There is some

digression when the candidate
explains what prevents people
backpacking. The content then
becomes more relevant with
reference the company’s aim to
provide ‘assisted’ travel and ‘good’
accommodation, along with the
opportunity to ‘take in’ the country’s
culture.

e Writing: The summary is in
the candidate’s own words and

is expressed clearly. Where text
vocabulary has been used, such
as ‘special interest’, it is embedded
into original structures. Own

word vocabulary choices, such

as ‘assisted... backpacking’ or
‘Whenever they desire’, are mostly
appropriate and contribute to a
formal register.

0 Reading: The candidate
carefully selects ideas about the
flexible travel plan allowing an
individual to join the group when
they desire, while noting that some
activities ‘require a group’.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

o"°4¥f““.‘“‘.{—%’%’.".’\a} ..... o] .U.&.”...‘s ..... .Sfu;.‘.l ...... '.’.“t.'“&s} ..... ﬁ:.?}["‘a/‘x& ..... o Read|ng The observatlon
about what other travel companies
' do is not relevant, but the summary
}g@&“’l ........................................................................................................................... ends recognising the appeal of
special interest travel.

5dn vnfeom‘*ows,w““ ..... o Can. daske..omd ook de. veums

Sba T3 NN N Hachnlde  cetarh b . en.. & aziny.... Siperioncs s LE.... Mark for (a) = 16 out of 20

L o L o L L 'O, il bu ['& mj “

elps g ek e b vk, oo _gour gy e af febs..sges.. ° Reading — Level 4 = 8 out of 10
20§kt b re.. dnhethens... Pon..gort... phene s ox....olex. devisss, | Writing — Level 4 = 8 out of 10
_.I__{'___.!“_?!{?'S_ ..... a.o. h.....{:? ....... b ff!‘.&{'..;s}ﬁ ....... ﬂ(—. ...... /. ‘ﬁ‘.‘:".l.g ..... J.lﬁ‘.‘.{' ...... aa.\.‘.‘ ...... !‘.ﬁ% ........... e e The Candldate Selects SpeCIfIC

details from the relevant paragraph
. i . s — paragraph 6 — recognising that the
qu'#l"-%mésAf«)"{rmMa-; ...... H«»{‘-’Sﬁol‘”‘ﬂa“flvyﬂ(«&w perspective is that of a ‘busy city’

avasbble lhe  Jiking, <idloot s and  libine g T person and that at the black-hole
s Jike... B @%ﬂs%&p‘apdmawd “ 51| fosort phores do not work

[Total: 251
0 The candidate develops these
ideas with inference: the resort
provides a break for a busy person;
one can enjoy nature without the
distraction of a phone; and it makes
one appreciate ‘the luxuries’ while
enjoying the ‘little things’ in life.

@ The list of activities suggests
some misunderstanding since the
passage states that at a black-
hole resort one does ‘nothing for a
week’.

Mark for (b) = 4 out of 5

Total mark awarded =
20 out of 25

How the candidate could improve their answer
(a)

» The candidate needed to avoid content which did not explicitly answer the question. This would have allowed for
the skilful selection of more relevant content points.

+ The candidate could have included a greater range of vocabulary, avoiding simple words like ‘nice’.

(b)
» The candidate should have carefully read all the relevant content in Text B to ensure full understanding of what a
black-hole resort offers.
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

‘Blaying..in..clean..and. fomfortable.  hekels. . and. ...
a..%u.mﬁ......k\g\.\gmm...‘...Cgi}.\.m.......’chq_n......m.m.uj_._,....q.\.ol.....m.o&..ﬂ}wmmble
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a Reading: The candidate
selects relevant ideas from the third
paragraph, identifying the ‘clean
and comfortable hotels’ and being
able to ‘experience a different
culture’. The candidate however
misses relevant content points in
paragraphs 1 and 2.

e Writing: The summary opens
abruptly with the candidate
embedding text phrases into
some original constructions. The
construction of this opening is
insecure.

Reading: Relevant ideas are
selected from the fourth paragraph.
The candidate identifies the appeal
of being able to join ‘the group
any time they want’ as well as the
fact that ‘some activities require a

group’.

o Writing: The second half

of the summary is mainly in

the candidate’s own words and
structures. The writing is generally
clear. However, vocabulary choices
are not always appropriate: ‘the
schedule is replaceable’; ‘rotting in
a hotel pool’; it is highly unlikable’.

e Reading: The candidate loses
focus on the task by commenting on
what other travel companies offer.

o Writing: The candidate sensibly
follows the advice to write no more
than 150 words.

Mark for (a) = 10 out of 20

Reading — Level 3 = 5 out of 10
Writing — Level 3 = 5 out of 10
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

Lecotbitug o no holidoy s bofing.:.. Wieakher.... O
...trnwk.........to.....‘.E[Qn.c,.e,.......o.c.......'xmi ...... a...'.ja(.m....’m.....t\.r.\m.“.‘.comt.t. " o The candidate writes an
...f:.i.oL.e,..,..A...h.o.lLdmjﬁ ...... o abw S ﬁ).(.ﬁlﬁ.mi.....,..ki ..... k. o\ee.&nd/,o unnecessarily lengthy introduction

over four lines. Comments here are

cr\ﬂu,cfame AL......\ .Q.s.x.....mk.e........w.t.n....'s.ﬁ“...'xt...&s. ..... tX oussti.. too general to be creditworthy. The
¢ _ ! . . response should be focused on
Black = hole! reasis.. o .\.\LL....\.39.\.&...g.....chmme.....iq.....e. W your holiday’ at a black-hole resort,
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~nkescnet  ond eés.@......q..\.so......cl.'\.v.o.\....s.km....o...Mane ..... to... 5

Sonder-

e In the second half of the
answer, the candidate focuses on
MTntal: 981 black-hole resorts. The response
includes a text detail of being
without internet (‘impossible to get
online’). There is some development
in the suggestion of enjoying nature
and the benefit of being removed
from ‘stress’. The candidate’s final
comment is unclear.

Mark for (b) = 2 out of 5

Total mark awarded =
12 out of 25

How the candidate could improve their answer

» The candidate could have read the opening paragraphs more carefully to locate a wider range of content points.
* The candidate needed to include only content which was relevant to the task to ensure the answer was succinct.
* The candidate could have included more linking devices to organise the summary.

* The candidate needed to select vocabulary choices which were appropriate.

* The candidate could have avoided a lengthy and general introduction and instead used the time and designated
space to answer the question more succinctly.
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Example Candidate Response — low

ame, ...... .‘Q.oe;\.4,......@:ixx_\_\xs.....o&..%a‘.ﬁs%:\b.% ..... 0. Zeng. ;...
o oubhenhic. . Sehienee. . iahidh. g, [eflebal.

AN She ...Mme........pmmd...i\ag ..... oe...o e Rack..
o Audman o] She.... @.Qo(?\@......ﬁz..ﬂouﬁh .............

e@‘(\dmé\z)@c\g@m\f\ ........... O V@rgﬁg%\ouﬁb‘\m c(k

e berden. £ ooy S0 ddo b R o
the.anfidene... do.do.ibx. . Joy hern.selves. .

...... QQX)\Q@%;Y\QG%GQC&m%W\Qve

Suibele..ddea.. b5 oockpaiinoselich
Ok \mvc\végbal@haa\réxr\:@mue
we@AES e nomens . gueshs. . walked .
....... Ow%e\rww%e%mawiemex@r@
o Off erenb . CUbure. ... 0. Laoudn ...
....... 'Q@@](GGBO%{TDM#’\Clﬁcon@OPE’
Jhere..ace...= ome.,....pl.ug,.es...éa...bm\r@ll.in%s,g\.g_.g
- 05...bhe . d dient. lmowe they  con .

0O.rg50m..... the

Examiner comments

“ Reading: The response refers
to some ideas in the text; the first
being that the company provides

a ‘genuine’ experience. This same
idea is repeated later with reference
to ‘a different culture’ but can only
be credited once.

e Reading: This content does
not answer the question. It misses
the point that the travel company
provides safety, suggesting the
task is not fully understood. The
extensive copying also suggests an
insecure understanding of the text.

e Writing: The candidate tracks
through the text lifting phrases.
Structures tend to be text-based
with very occasional rewording

so there is not much that is the
candidate’s original own words.
When changes are made, such as
‘didn’t have the confidence’ to ‘didn’t
had the confidence’, errors impede
clarity.

o Reading: The candidate
focuses on what Bob Hunter’s travel
company does not offer rather than
what would ‘appeal’ so focus on the
task is lost.

@ writing: The candidate
occasionally offers some original
vocabulary including ‘client’ for
‘customer’. Elsewhere, vocabulary
is not always appropriate, such as
‘the basic point’ and ‘the tension of
safety’.

G Reading: The idea of a flexible
schedule for solo travellers who can
join a group is touched on, but it is
blurred by focusing on the ‘pluses’
of solo travelling in general rather
than the ‘appeal’ of the particular
travel company.
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(b) Imagine you are someone who lives in a city and has recently been on holiday at a
‘black-hole resort’. You really enjoyed your stay.

You are asked to give feedback about your holiday in a survey.
Give your answer to the survey question, using information from the text.

The survey question: Some people think that a holiday at a ‘black-hole resort’ would be
boring.

What is your opinion and why?

Your answer:

Tnmu&D@m\Q\wx\S\gY\o ...... A nem‘fo@}n%
......... /nna\\beq&\mmourg%oktﬁwgcx (11)
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Examiner comments

o Writing: There is little evidence
of organisation. Ideas do not
connect and linking devices such as
‘Therefore’ and ‘At the same time’
are incorrect.

e Reading: The candidate does
not navigate around the redundant
content. There is a lot of irrelevant
detail about black-hole resorts
showing limited evidence of
selection.

0 Writing: The summary lacks
concision. It includes lengthy
sections of irrelevant content and
repetition, taking it over the word
limit.

@ Reading: The summary ends
with a relevant content point about
the ‘foodie trips’.

Mark for (a) = 4 out of 20

Reading — Level 1 = 2 out of 10
Writing — Level 1 = 2 out of 10

0 The response opens with a
lengthy introduction comprising half
of the designated answer space.

@ The candidate is confusing a
Bob Hunter holiday with a holiday
at a black-hole resort so content is
selected from the incorrect part of
Text B. The response misses the
fact that at a black-hole resort one
does ‘nothing for a week’.

@ There is further
misunderstanding. The candidate
has misread the text: a black-hole
resort has unreliable water and
electricity supplies.

Mark for (b) = 0 out of 5

Total mark awarded =
4 out of 25

23




Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How the candidate could improve their answer

The candidate should only have selected content that was relevant to the task.

The candidate needed to use their own words and avoid copying sections of text.

The candidate should have written no more than 150 words.

The candidate could have included correct linking devices to ensure ideas connected and flowed.

Before answering, the candidate should have located and reread the section in the text relevant to the question:
paragraph 6 focuses on black-hole resorts.

Details from the relevant paragraph should have been used to support the perspective targeted in the question.

The candidate needed to avoid a lengthy introduction which repeated the question and instead begin including text
detail from the start.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

(a)

(b)

Candidates sometimes lost sight of the question and included indiscriminate and excess content. Candidates must
read the question carefully and only select ideas relevant to the task.

Summaries which were overlong lacked concision. Candidates should adhere to the 150 word limit. Counting
words is not an efficient use of time; however, candidates ought to be able to estimate the number of words they
write.

Some summaries were written in the first person and in a conversational style. Instead, the register for a summary
should be formal and candidates should avoid phrases, such as ‘on the flip side’ or ‘moving on’. More appropriate
linking devices would be ‘however’ or ‘furthermore’.

Vocabulary was not always precise or appropriate. Candidates must demonstrate a range of vocabulary but, at the
same time, obscure vocabulary should be avoided.

Candidates who relied on copying sections of the text missed opportunities to demonstrate their understanding of
the passage and their writing skills. Candidates needed to rephrase and reshape the relevant ideas in the text.

Candidates did not always recognise the perspective they were to take. The question needs to be read very
carefully. The candidate must then refer back to the relevant sections in Text B, including where the person
identified in the question is mentioned.

Candidates sometimes unadvisedly offered their own opinions or generalised what they had read. The response
must be based on details in the text which are to be extended and developed. The viewpoint must be consistent
throughout the response.

Seven lines were allocated to answer this question. Some candidates’ introductions were unnecessarily long and
repetitive. Candidates needed to make more efficient use of the designated space by identifying and developing
the relevant ideas from the start of their response.
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