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Worksheet 5: Research methods connectives
Make connections between the research methods in bold and their associated concepts and characteristics. 

Draw lines between the boxes to show the connections.

SURVEY

COVERT 
OBSERVATION

SEMI-STRUCTURED 
INTERVIEWGROUP 

INTERVIEW

UNSTRUCTURED 
INTERVIEW

STRUCTURED 
INTERVIEW

QUESTIONNAIRE

PARTICIPANT 
OBSERVATION

The researcher takes part 
in the activities of  

the group under study

There is often no 
researcher present

Mainly used with 
smaller samples

No set questions

A standardised 
format

Linked with an 
interpretivist 

approach

Gives mainly 
qualitative data

Researchers try to 
establish rapport with 

participants

Closed questions

Participants can 
interact with each 

other

Difficult to analyse

Often used with 
larger samples

Gives mainly 
quantitative data

Researchers can add 
extra questions to 
probe participants

Linked with a 
positivist approach

Open questions

Participants are unaware 
they are being studied


