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Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge O Level Second
Language Urdu 3248 for examination from 2024.

In this booklet, we have provided one high-grade answer for Exercises 4 and 5 on Specimen Paper 1.

Each question is followed by an example of a high-grade answer with an examiner comment on
performance. These examiner comments indicate where and why marks were awarded and how answers
could have been improved.

These answers should be considered in conjunction with Specimen Mark Scheme 1.
The specimen paper and mark scheme are available to download from the School Support Hub. These files

are:

3248 Second Language Urdu 2024 Specimen Paper 1

3248 Second Language Urdu 2024 Specimen Mark Scheme 1

You will find these documents, along with other teaching and learning resources, by searching for 3248 on
the School Support Hub www.cambridgeinternational.org/support



http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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Assessment at a glance

Paper 1 1 hour 45 minutes

Reading and Writing ~ 50%
50 marks

Externally assessed

. Written exam consisting of five exercises that test a range of reading and writing skills.

. The task types are short-answer questions, multiple matching, note-making, summary writing and
writing exercise.

Assessment objectives

AO1 Reading

R1 identify and select relevant information

R2 understand ideas, opinions and attitudes

R3 show understanding of the connections between ideas, opinions and attitudes

R4 understand what is implied but not directly stated, e.g. gist, writer's purpose, intention and feelings

AO2 Writing
W1 communicate information/ideas/opinions/key points clearly, accurately and effectively
W2 organise ideas into coherent paragraphs using a range of appropriate linking devices

W3 manipulate the target language accurately to use appropriate examples of grammatical structures and
vocabulary in context

W4 show control of punctuation and spelling

W5 use appropriate register and style/format for the given purpose and audience

Assessment objectives as a percentage of Paper 1

AO1 Reading 60%

AO2 Writing 40%



Specimen Paper Answers

Exercise 4 (Question 20)

Exercise 4 (Question 20)
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Total marks awarded = 9 out of 10

Examiner comment

The candidate has written a summary of adequate length, giving equal weighting to both aspects of the
guestion. The response demonstrates a very good understanding of implied meaning and indirect
statements. For the first, second and fourth points, ideas are coherently organised and effectively
communicated. No irrelevant details are included, and information is concise and to the point which meets
the task requirements at a higher level.

The third point could not be considered worthy of one mark due to ambiguity of meaning. The candidate
makes a comparison, but it is not clear what the shelf life of mangoes is being compared with. Therefore, the
candidate is awarded 3 out of 4 marks for content.

The language and structures are simple but quite accurate at this level and there is evidence of the use of
connectors to convey information using minimal words. The candidate uses extended, well-linked sentences
frequently and uses a wide range of simple and complex structures to produce sentences of varying length.
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The response displays a good attempt at using own words and to organise and sequence points cohesively
using appropriate vocabulary. The present tense is used throughout without any mistakes. Overall, the
candidate shows good knowledge and application of grammatical rules. There are minor spelling errors such
as the incorrectly spelled u= s« and 2ls . The errors are occasional and do not impede communication.
The response is awarded 6 out of 6 marks for language.

Common mistakes

Here are some common mistakes that candidates make while writing a directed summary:

unnecessary lengthy details for introduction

reproducing points without tailoring them to suit specific requirements of the task

including irrelevant ideas and ignoring the guidelines given for summary

not sequencing the points cohesively or ambiguity of style

inaccurate grammatical structures, punctuation or spelling that obscure meaning

direct lifting from text that results in extended details eventually exceeding the allowed word limit

too much focus on one aspect of the task and too little attention given to another aspect or later
points coming after recommended word limit

inaccurate selection of information due to a limited understanding of text or question.
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Exercise 5 (Question 21)

Exercise 5 (Question 21)
coeN e ) S G e )b S e el S s Gl [ g
S el 5 e G i aa aie e die ) (Y

Uiy OfS Lo oS malls e o

e e daidie BN 150 LuoE due o) (S

ol 0 58 S sl Dok sl GL) e sl w6 o Salse S dae !
=

Specimen answer
lla Sl 3L
520 el (S Ol 0o SOL GsS Gy m e S OIS ey o ah T S
Jlo Sl 0 SOl 2 paeany S s o Ll 5 Ula Gl s 568 ala s 55 o8 8
oo B s e silens o o )b S 0l DS S Gl ) S s 8
(S ol S ol ) s et
Loy S Pl 8 gl S sl ke Juals dilalad) oo iiad Lald 42
Ut 2 b S el S graabie L R T Gl il e ) L Jd SO) e
o 00 2 s WS Ode) (e o b S o S S S8 S sl sl
O3l W Olay S o)) 5 R e b P Bl el ol g (S
-QS\J\,\.U&S% \).Lo:

sl 5 sl

a}\ﬁ

Total marks awarded = 12 out of 14
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Examiner comment
Table A

The candidate has written a good response of adequate length. The ideas are organised in an effective and
coherent manner, avoiding unnecessary details. The question is dealt with in a straightforward way and sets
the pace for a very focused piece of writing. The beginning of the response shows appropriate register and a
good sense of purpose and audience. The candidate attempts to address all three bullet points and none of
the details are irrelevant.

The second bullet point requires explaining the situation and the way it was dealt with. Both aspects of the
task are tactfully handled by the candidate in a logical way. Ideas are well developed and communicated
effectively at appropriate length. This shows the candidate has understood the nature of the task and is able to
write about it in the right context, with the required level of detail.

For the third point, the candidate had to write about how the stranger showed his/her gratitude or appreciation
for the help. Although this point is not totally overlooked by the candidate, the thought could have been
developed further by adding a brief sentence or phrase to qualify for 2 marks. Nevertheless, 1 mark is
awarded for the third bullet point.

Overall, the whole piece fulfils the criteria within the top level in Table A. (Content 5 out of 6 marks awarded.)

Table B
The candidate has used a good range of simple vocabulary and language structures reasonably accurately.

Sentences of varied length are well constructed. Successfully linked words and phrases using a range of

simple connectors (% < ‘AS) display an excellent control of language. The candidate is able to use

complex and extended sentences — such as second, third and fourth sentences in paragraph 1, to convey
details in a brief manner. The use of various forms of past tense to suit the requirements of the narrative is
successfully maintained throughout the response.

Although there are some minor spelling errors, the meaning is clear and communication is not hindered.

However, the candidate confused two expressions in the first sentence of the second paragraph ( Sl

u}”J & dm\é) which made it a bit ambiguous. This mistake could have been avoided if the candidate
had rechecked the response.

For accuracy of language and style of writing, the response fulfils the criteria at the bottom of level 4 in Table
B. (Language 7 out of 8 marks awarded.)

Common mistakes
Here are some common mistakes that candidates make while writing an email:
e ignoring the word limit and giving lengthy details
e omitting one or more bullet points
o frequent spelling errors that impede meaning
e inadequate tenses or other grammatically inaccurate structures
e inappropriate register or style
e ignoring the letter format or using an inappropriate format
e use of inappropriate idioms or phrases

¢ including irrelevant ideas and unnecessary details.
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