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The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge O Level English Language 
1123, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the syllabus 
requirements. 

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from the November 2020 exam series to exemplify a range of 
answers. 

For each question, the response is annotated with a clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or 
omitted. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way, it is 
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their 
answers. There is also a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for each question. 

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help teachers 
to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Therefore, in some 
circumstances, such as where exact answers are required, there will not be much comment.

The questions and mark schemes used here are available to download from the School Support Hub. These files are: 

November 2020 Question Paper 12
November 2020 Paper 12 Mark Scheme

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub:

www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Introduction
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Typesetting instructions: 

1. Update master pages: A-Master and C-Master to show correct 
paper number, subject and syllabus code. 

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• The candidate gave a good description throughout. However, paragraph five, which was about noon, was a little 

outside the requirements of the question and slightly took away from the contrast that was asked for. The result 
was that the description of early evening seemed brief in the penultimate paragraph. The candidate could have 
written less about noon and more about the early evening. 

• Although the accuracy of the response was good, there were occasional errors in the use of verbs and tenses – 
see ‘came’ at the beginning of paragraph five and the awkward, repeated use of ‘would’ in paragraph three. This 
meant the response was accurate, rather than highly accurate.

This section explains how the candidate could 
have improved each answer. This helps you to 
interpret the standard of Cambridge exams and 
helps your learners to refine their exam technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• The most common mistake candidates made in the descriptive responses was that they mixed tenses. A number 

of candidates started their answer in the conventional present tense because they were asked to describe two 
contrasting times. However, as soon as they introduced some narrative involving a particular event or action, they 
changed to the past tense which was not convincing. 

• Some candidates listed features instead of describing them. Even though the main senses were employed, very 
few candidates referred to the smell and feel of anything. Some candidates who chose this question ran out of 
descriptive ideas very quickly and turned the response into a narrative.

Lists the common mistakes candidates made 
in answering each question. This will help your 
learners to avoid these mistakes and give them 
the best chance of achieving the available marks.

Often candidates were not awarded 
marks because they misread or 
misinterpret the questions. 

How to use this booklet
This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low-level response for 
each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the candidate answers, and in 
the right-hand column are the examiner comments. 

Answers are by real candidates in exam conditions. 
These show you the types of answers for each level.
Discuss and analyse the answers with your learners in 
the classroom to improve their skills.

Examiner comments are 
alongside the answers. These 
explain where and why marks 
were awarded. This helps you 
to interpret the standard of 
Cambridge exams so you can 
help your learners to refine 
their exam technique.
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

1  The candidate uses a good 
headline with alliteration and 
suggests the text type with the use 
of the signature. The exclamation 
mark is useful punctuation here, 
which suggests a sense of drama.

2  The context for the article is 
clear at the beginning of the answer.

3  The candidate is at ease with 
complex structures.

4  The candidate understands the 
situation and the use of ‘our’ makes 
contact with the audience.

5  The candidate uses high level 
vocabulary.
6  The candidate addresses and 

develops bullet point 1 with more 
than one activity.
7  The answer shows a useful 

sense of personal involvement here.
8  The candidate clearly identifies 

the purpose of the text.
9  The candidate addresses and 

develops bullet point 2.
10  The candidate addresses the 
second part of bullet point 2.

11  The candidate uses paragraphs 
successfully along the lines of the 
bullet points.

12  The use of commas here 
suggests a fluent text.

13  The candidate uses more 
complex sentences here.

14  The candidate covers bullet 
point 3.

15  There is evidence of opinion 
and justification here.

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Question X heading in 'Main heading 18pt' paragraph style.
2. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 

indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

3. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
4. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
5. Do not change the column widths.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

16  The candidate uses some 
useful vocabulary here.

Task Fulfilment = 13 out of 15

Language = 12 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 
25 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• Task Fulfilment: The candidate needed to make the particular text type, a magazine article, more obvious. They 

could use different sentence types (questions and exclamations) to contribute to the feeling that this was a lively 
text aimed in part at the candidate’s peer group.

• Language: The candidate could have used more varied sentence types to add sophistication to their response. 
Overall, the text was accurate but there were one or two slips in verbs / tenses which needed correction. Similarly, 
the candidate could have addressed the omission of the definite article at times, especially in the first paragraph. 
An even greater frequency of more sophisticated vocabulary would have added more depth to their response.

16
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Typesetting instructions: 

1. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 
indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

2. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
3. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
4. Do not change the column widths.

Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

1  The candidate supplies a title 
to the article in their own words as 
required in the question.

2  The candidate immediately 
demonstrates a use of language 
which is mostly accurate. It reads 
fluently from the beginning. 
Straightforward and accurate 
vocabulary is used with correct 
spelling.

3  The candidate immediately 
places the answer in a satisfactory 
context.

4  The candidate briefly develops 
a satisfactory understanding of 
the purpose and situation. The 
candidate already begins to answer 
bullet point 2.

5  The candidate maintains 
the straightforward, accurate 
vocabulary and the expression, 
‘warmly welcomed’ lifts the general 
impression.

6  The candidate ensures there is 
some variety with sentence lengths.

7  The candidate makes a good 
attempt to use paragraphs in their 
article.

8  The candidate addresses bullet 
point 1.

9  The candidate's sentence 
separation is generally good.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

10  The candidate continues to 
use paragraphs based on the bullet 
points. This shows good evidence of 
planning.

11  The candidate addresses bullet 
point 2 well, as both strands are 
addressed in a specific rather than a 
general way.

12  Vocabulary and spelling are a 
strength for this candidate. Words 
like ‘beneficial’, ‘especially’ and 
‘participating’ lift the achievement at 
this level.

13  The candidate includes some 
opinion here which the paragraph 
helps to justify.

14  The candidate demonstrates 
a satisfactory control of tenses 
throughout and the use of ‘can’ 
and ‘will’ here shows some 
sophistication.

15  The candidate addresses bullet 
point 3 in a satisfactory way here, 
as they discuss the benefit of team 
spirit to the whole school.

16  The candidate’s tone and 
register are satisfactory throughout 
the text.

Task Fulfilment = 11 out of 15

Language = 10 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 
21 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• Task Fulfilment: The candidate’s response could be clearer. Although all three bullet points were addressed, 

bullet points 1 and 3 needed specific examples to illustrate the points made, e.g. how it would help the school’s 
reputation. The title to the piece needed to be more specific and give an indication of what the article was about. 

• Text type: The candidate could have made it more obvious that they were writing a magazine article. They could 
have used questions and exclamations to make the text lively.

• Language: The candidate needed to ensure that appropriate sentence separation was used. At times it was not 
evident, or commas were used instead of full stops. Verbs and agreement were not always secure and so the text 
was mostly accurate rather than accurate.
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Typesetting instructions: 

1. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 
indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

2. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
3. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
4. Do not change the column widths.

Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

1  The candidate makes an 
attempt to provide a headline title 
to the text, as requested in the 
question.

2  The candidate attempts to 
suggest that the text will be a 
magazine article.

3  The candidate clearly 
understands the situation and 
provides some context for the ideas 
which follow.

4  The candidate can spell simple 
vocabulary well.

5  The candidate is able to use 
sentence separation.

6  The candidate makes the 
purpose of the text clear.

7  The candidate writes some 
accurate sentences in the text.

8  Bullet point 2 is developed in 
some detail.

9  The candidate sometimes uses 
verbs and tenses accurately.

10  The candidate uses vocabulary 
well here.

11  The candidate's use of ‘we’ 
shows some understanding of the 
text type and an awareness of the 
audience.

12  The candidate uses paragraphs 
to demonstrate some planning.

13  The candidate is capable of 
using sophisticated vocabulary here.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

14  The candidate mentions what 
students can do, so addresses the 
second part of bullet point 2.

15  The candidate uses a 
satisfactory tone throughout the text.

 16  The candidate covers bullet 
point 3 with the emphasis on the 
benefits to the school.

Task Fulfilment = 9 out of 15

Language = 6 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 
15 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• Task Fulfilment: To improve their answer, the candidate needed to address all three bullet points. Bullet point 1 

was omitted in this answer. The candidate also needed to show that this was a magazine article. In this answer, 
the title was a lift from the question rather than a title for a magazine article. In response to bullet 2, the idea of the 
school having to plant something was not clear. The candidate needed to make it clear whether this was vegetation 
or an idea.

• Language: The overall meaning of the response was never in doubt and there was the occasional accurate 
sentence, however, the candidate made frequent errors. In particular, the candidate needed to use verbs and 
tenses more accurately. The candidate needed to use more complex vocabulary and correct punctuation.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• Task Fulfilment was generally handled well, but some candidates did not respond to all of the bullet points, or in 

the case of bullet point 2, some candidates did not address both parts of the bullet. Some candidates did not give 
specific examples, e.g. in bullet 1, some candidates said that the school was eco-friendly but did not explain how. 
In bullet point 3, some candidates spoke only of benefits to the wider world, whereas the focus needed to be on the 
benefits to the school. Sometimes the bullet point responses were unbalanced, usually bullet point 1 was too long 
and the others did not have enough coverage. Occasionally, candidates would introduce too much narrative into 
this Directed Writing task, some told detailed stories of beaches being cleaned as an example for bullet point 1.

• Many candidates did not reflect the text type fully for the Task Fulfilment element. Candidates often relied simply on 
providing a title as required. Some candidates used an incorrect text type, usually a letter format.

• For the Language element many candidates used incorrect verbs / tenses and agreement and omitted articles. It 
should also be a priority to ensure that the language used is in keeping with the text type required and this is as 
much about formality as vocabulary.

14

15
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Question 2

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Question X heading in 'Main heading 18pt' paragraph style.
2. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 

indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

3. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
4. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
5. Do not change the column widths.

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

1  The candidate uses a good 
sense of specific context to locate 
the description.

2  The candidate is using good, 
descriptive vocabulary from the 
beginning.

3  The writing is accurate from the 
start.

4  The candidate’s use of 
paragraphs suggests planning. This 
second paragraph puts the focus on 
the first half of the description.

5  The candidate uses a wide and 
precise vocabulary.

6  The candidate uses accurate 
and helpful punctuation, such as 
apostrophes and semi-colons, which 
suggests sophistication.

7  As well as using very good 
vocabulary, the candidate’s spelling 
is secure throughout the essay.

8  The candidate uses the new 
paragraph well to change the focus 
to a more personal view. The first 
four paragraphs help the reader 
move from the wider context to a 
narrower one as if the reader is 
closing in on the more particular 
details.

9  Throughout this essay, the 
candidate uses various senses 
to describe the place they live. 
This variety adds interest to the 
description. It also means that the 
candidate is not just relying on 
narrative. 
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

10  The candidate uses complex 
sentences in a natural, fluent way.

11  The paragraph openings 
are appropriate and correctly 
punctuated.

12  The candidate demonstrates a 
sophisticated style in the use of this 
battle image.

13  The candidate concludes 
succinctly and appropriately. 

Total mark awarded = 
26 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• The candidate gave a good description throughout. However, paragraph five, which was about noon, was a little 

outside the requirements of the question and slightly took away from the contrast that was asked for. The result 
was that the description of early evening seemed brief in the penultimate paragraph. The candidate could have 
written less about noon and more about the early evening. 

• Although the accuracy of the response was good, there were occasional errors in the use of verbs and tenses – 
see ‘came’ at the beginning of paragraph five and the awkward, repeated use of ‘would’ in paragraph three. This 
meant the response was accurate, rather than highly accurate.
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

1  The candidate sensibly starts 
with an overall context before 
moving on to the specific details of 
the contrasting times of day.

2  The candidate uses some good 
vocabulary.

3  The use of the semi-colon is 
sophisticated and helpful here.

4  The candidate begins with the 
present tense which is helpful in 
descriptions of this sort.

5  The candidate uses paragraphs 
well to move the focus on to one 
aspect of the comparison.

6  The candidate shows a good 
use of punctuation.

7  Sentence separation is secure 
for the most part.

8  The candidate effectively uses 
paragraphs to suggest different 
times and activities throughout the 
essay.

9  The candidate shows good 
imagination in the images used.

10  The candidate refers to a range 
of senses in the description.

11  The candidate’s spelling is 
sound throughout, even when more 
ambitious vocabulary is used.

12  Some narrative is included in 
the description, but it is sensibly 
kept to a minimum and simply 
provides a basis for the description.

13  The candidate uses paragraphs 
well to move the reader into the 
second half of the description.

8
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

14  The candidate continues to 
demonstrate good spelling of a 
straightforward vocabulary.

15  The candidate concludes 
well with some personal emotion 
which links back to the start of the 
response and provides unity.

 

Total mark awarded = 
17 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• The candidate needed to ensure that the verbs and tenses used throughout the description were consistent. The 

candidate started correctly with the present tense but as time shifted in the response the tenses moved between 
present and past tense in an unconvincing way. 

• While vocabulary and spelling were satisfactory, the candidate needed to show more ambition in their use of 
vocabulary. 

• The candidate relied heavily on repeated sentence types and structures and they needed to use a greater variety 
of these.

14

15
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

1  The candidate provides some 
useful detail in an extended attempt 
to place their description in a 
particular area.

2  The candidate uses some 
natural sounding expressions and 
the sentence separation is accurate.

3  The candidate correctly begins 
a new paragraph which allows 
them to move to the first half of the 
description.

4  The candidate uses a 
satisfactory, straightforward 
vocabulary so the overall meaning 
is clear.

5  The candidate uses some quite 
lengthy sentence structures which 
add a natural feel to the writing.

3

4

5

1
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

6  The sensible use of a new 
paragraph helps to change the 
focus of the description and ensures 
that the question is answered fully.

7  The candidate spells 
straightforward vocabulary well.

8  The commas used for 
punctuation are helpful here.

Total mark awarded = 
13 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• The candidate needed to place less emphasis on saying what people were doing and more emphasis on using the 

senses to describe all aspects of the scene. They needed to ensure it read like a description; this answer felt more 
like a narrative at times, rather than a description.

• The candidate could have improved their answer with the correct use of tenses throughout their answer, as these 
were largely incorrect; this was the main weakness for the Language requirement. 

• They could also have used different sentence types to add variety to their writing to improve their answer further, 
because this answer was based completely on statement sentences. 

7

8

6
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Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• The most common mistake candidates made in the descriptive responses was that they mixed tenses. A number 

of candidates started their answer in the conventional present tense because they were asked to describe two 
contrasting times. However, as soon as they introduced some narrative involving a particular event or action, they 
changed to the past tense which was not convincing. 

• Some candidates listed features instead of describing them. Even though the main senses were employed, very 
few candidates referred to the smell and feel of anything. Some candidates who chose this question ran out of 
descriptive ideas very quickly and turned the response into a narrative.
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Question 3

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Question X heading in 'Main heading 18pt' paragraph style.
2. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 

indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

3. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
4. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
5. Do not change the column widths.

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

1  The candidate starts with a 
clear statement of opinion. 

2  The candidate’s punctuation is 
accurate and helpful.

3  The candidate uses very good 
vocabulary in their response.

4  The candidate uses precise 
vocabulary here.

5  Lengthy sentences provide 
variety in the sentence structures.

6  The candidate’s spelling is very 
good throughout the response. See 
also ‘necessarily’ at the end of this 
paragraph.

7  Very good sentence separation 
is obvious throughout.

8  The candidate uses paragraphs 
which suggests they have planned 
their work. Very good, varied 
paragraph openings or link words 
are used.

9  Paragraph links are punctuated 
helpfully.

10  The candidate’s writing is 
fluent and natural, which is helped 
thoughout by their use of complex 
sentences.

11  The punctuation is correct and 
helpful here.

12  The argument develops in a 
mature and detailed way.

13  The candidate introduces 
clearly defined, cohesive, logical 
stages in the development of the 
content.
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Typesetting instructions: 

1. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 
indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

2. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
3. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
4. Do not change the column widths.

Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

14  The satisfactory conclusion 
adds a personal element to the 
argument.

 

Total mark awarded = 
24 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• The candidate used verbs and tenses consistently and clearly in this answer. However, there were still some errors 

with these which meant that the response was accurate, rather than highly accurate. 
• Sentence boundaries were secure, but there was very little use of different types of sentences and different types 

of punctuation such as question marks and semi-colons. To improve their answer, the candidate could have 
ensured variety in sentence types and punctuation used. 

• They also needed to correct some of their vocabulary and spelling errors.

14
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

1  The candidate demonstrates the 
use of some good vocabulary at the 
start of their answer.

2  Accurate spelling throughout is 
a strength of this answer.

3  Useful vocabulary is 
immediately obvious in this answer.

4  The use of some complex 
sentences adds variety to the 
sentence structure.

5  The first paragraph provides 
a useful context for the rest of the 
argument.

6  The candidate uses paragraphs 
to move the focus on to the question 
and also to introduce personal 
opinion.

7  The candidate uses satisfactory 
vocabulary and sentence structure.

8  The correct use of sentence 
separation is clear in most of the 
response.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

9  The candidate includes useful 
vocabulary to sustain the argument.

10  The candidate uses a 
convincing point to strongly round 
off the positive side of the argument.

11  The candidate’s use of 
paragraphs shows that they have 
planned their argument and are 
moving on to consider the other side 
of the argument.

12  The candidate shows more very 
good spelling here.

13  The candidate continues to 
punctuate sentences efficiently.

14  The candidate uses this 
paragraph well to shift the focus 
slightly.

15  The candidate uses good, 
convincing arguments throughout 
their answer.

9
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

16  The candidate concludes their 
response with a strong paragraph 
which suggests that the content 
is relevant and developed. The 
candidate uses language in a way 
that is mostly accurate. 

Total mark awarded = 
20 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• The content of the candidate’s work was good but there were areas in which language use could be improved, 

particularly as these errors were not caused by ambition. The candidate’s verb usage needed to be entirely secure 
but there were two occasions when ‘can’ was used instead of ‘could’. Also, agreement could have been more 
secure; ‘many students have transport problem’.

• To improve their answer, the candidate needed to ensure better sentence separation (it was flawed in the first 
paragraph), ensure correct spellings and avoid the awkward change from ‘we’ to ‘you’ in the second paragraph.

16
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Typesetting instructions: 

1. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 
indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

2. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
3. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
4. Do not change the column widths.

Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

1  The candidate provides a sense 
of context in the opening sentence.

2  Some of the vocabulary and 
spelling are useful at this level.

3  The candidate shows good 
personal involvement and opinion 
here.

4  The candidate is capable of 
correct sentences.

5  The use of paragraphs is a 
strong feature of this response.

6  This is an example of some 
of the satisfactory spelling in this 
response.

7  The candidate uses good 
expression.

8  The candidate uses some 
helpful punctuation.

9  This is another example of the 
candidate’s ability to write in correct 
sentences on occasions. The 
spelling of ‘affect’ is accurate.

10  The candidate uses paragraphs 
and a linking expression (with 
correct punctuation) to effectively 
switch to the opposite point of view.

11  This candidate’s writing features 
good sentence separation.

12  There is sound, relevant content 
throughout the response.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

13  The candidate finishes with a 
sensible, concluding paragraph.

Total mark awarded = 
14 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• The candidate’s overall meaning was never in doubt in this answer. 
• To improve their answer, the candidate needed to avoid the verb and tense errors and ensure that they used 

correct agreement, vocabulary and spelling.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• The ‘Argument’ question was often chosen by candidates who did not have enough ideas on the subject to sustain 

a full response. Some candidates found it difficult to organise their ideas and tended to jump from one aspect to 
another. Some candidates had ideas, but did not give convincing examples to back up what they were saying.

• A number of candidates did not have the specific vocabulary for the topic, while others used too informal a tone.
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Question 5

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Question X heading in 'Main heading 18pt' paragraph style.
2. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 

indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

3. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
4. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
5. Do not change the column widths.

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

1  The candidate’s vocabulary is 
impressive from the beginning.

2  The candidate's spelling is 
impressive and continues to be so 
throughout the text.

3  Fluent, natural sounding 
sentences are a feature of this 
candidate's work.

4  Paragraphs have unity and are 
linked in this candidate's response.

5  The candidate uses a wide and 
precise vocabulary at times. See 
also ‘commotion’ below.
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Typesetting instructions: 

1. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 
indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

2. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
3. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
4. Do not change the column widths.

Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

6  The candidate uses sustained 
paragraphs with good, complex 
sentence structures.

7  The candidate uses complex 
sentence types.

8  The candidate’s spelling is very 
competent throughout.8

6
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

9  This lengthy response sustains 
interest and has effective detail.

Total mark awarded = 
26 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• The candidate’s answer was accurate and correct, however they needed to demonstrate more ambition in their 

sentence variety. 
• They also needed to reduce omission and spelling errors to improve it further. 
• The answer consisted of statement sentences so it was very like reading a list. 
• The candidate could have improved their answer by including some questions and exclamations and also an 

occasional short sentence for dramatic effect. 
• Most of all, the candidate could have included some speech or dialogue to add life to the writing.

9
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

1  The candidate uses some 
helpful punctuation from the 
beginning.

2  The candidate uses some good 
examples of vocabulary from the 
start.

3  The candidate’s use of 
punctuation is sophisticated.

4  The candidate’s vocabulary and 
spelling is a strength in this answer.

5  The candidate shows evidence 
of planning in the use of paragraphs.

6  The storyline is unusual and 
creates interest for the reader.

7  The candidate controls the 
tenses in this paragraph sufficiently 
well to ensure a steady progression 
of the narrative. Sentence 
structures are also complex and the 
punctuation here is helpful.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

30

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

8  The candidate ends the answer 
strongly with accurate writing and 
good vocabulary and spelling. The 
sentence separation is accurate and 
the tenses are secure.

Total mark awarded = 
21 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• The content of this answer was relevant and intriguing and the final paragraph showed the candidate’s most 

accurate work. However, the candidate overcomplicated their answer by writing in both the past and present tense, 
so the verbs and tenses used were not completely accurate. The candidate could have improved their answer if 
they had ensured consistency and used the correct form throughout. 

• They could also have used more varied sentence structures, sentence types and dialogue too.
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Typesetting instructions: 

1. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 
indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

2. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
3. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
4. Do not change the column widths.

Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

1  The candidate uses the opening 
phrase to point the reader towards a 
narrative response.

2  Some of the vocabulary and 
spellings are good and this lifts the 
response.

3  The candidate uses helpful 
punctuation to show possession.

4  The use of paragraphs breaks 
up the action, which is helpful for the 
reader in this long story.

5  There is a simple accuracy in 
the sentence structures and the 
sentence separation is secure 
enough to make the overall meaning 
clear.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

6  The candidate’s use of sentence 
separation continues to be accurate 
and helpful.

7  The candidate sustains the 
storyline, especially through the use 
of appropriate paragraphing.

8  The candidate maintains 
a satisfactory accuracy in the 
vocabulary and spelling at this 
straightforward level.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

Total mark awarded = 
14 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• This answer was a lengthy narrative and well over the minimum number of words. The candidate could have 

improved the answer by writing less and checking their work for errors. 
• The most obvious weakness was in the use of verbs and tenses throughout the answer. Overall, the meaning was 

clear enough, but fewer errors of this type could have  improved the answer. 
• The candidate also needed to avoid errors in the use of capital letters, agreement and the omission of articles. 
• The first three paragraphs all started with ‘One day’, but some attempt to vary this would have improved the 

answer, as would some variation in the sentence types used.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• Many candidates found it difficult to convincingly integrate the given sentence into their narrative. Additionally, 

many candidates used overly long, prepared, opening paragraphs, for example describing waking up to sunlight 
streaming in through the window and birds chirping outside. Such opening paragraphs did very little to set the 
scene and delayed the action of the narrative. Candidates wrote too much in their answer, often way beyond the 
500 words. They needed to spend less time writing and more time checking their work because it was rare for 
responses to improve after 500 words.

• For the Language requirement, common mistakes candidates made in this question tended to involve the incorrect 
use of verbs and tenses, the misuse of articles and the use of commas to separate sentences.
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