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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors 
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 

is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
• marks are not deducted for errors 
• marks are not deducted for omissions 
• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 

features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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Question Answer Marks 

1 (i) Ěî ǏʦĨㄨĨ㶩Ĩ㈉Ĩøä䯆äရĨຝ䜫Ĩïä䯀äĨ ǕɟäĨê⠪Ĩ⸘Ĩ䯎Ĩ㐗䯀ïÝ䞀Ĩᓧ  
ĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄Ĩᓕ 

䞈ĨᒖᜯĨ䜫ĨñïîþĜ���  
䞈ĨᒖᜯĨ䜫ĨîþìĨᐲĨㅎĨલĨüìĜ��Ĩ�  

䞀Ĩᓧ㑔ìĨðṣäĨⵇĨ㐗䯀ïĨçîࠩ⁏Ĩ䛹ĨㄨĜ���  
�Ĩ䞀Ĩᓧ㑔Ĩ䬆ႩĨîä☷⁏Ĝ�ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ�ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ��ᓕĨĨ╌Ĩ䤈〨   

3

1 (ii) þĨㅏĨㅎĨ䮧ìĨ䔙Ĩ䛲äĨ〨ĨėㄱĨ䆀Ĩ㝼㽐Ĩ⸁Ĩ㶩Ĩ㈉Ĩçî⣉Ý䞀Ĩç䗃ᣅ  
ĨĨƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄þì 

��� ç㵑Ĩ㦇㩕Ĩ�䔙ĨⵇĨ⾒ĨㅎĨ䮪㩕⇤Ĝ 
ĨĨĨ䜱äþ䯎Ĩ㑔ĨㅎĨė㫱ỜĜ���  

2

1 (iii) ėᛗĨຊäĨĖ㥀Ĩ〪Ĩ䞈 ǖ˄ 䜫Ĩ Ǐɝ⢙ĨㆤĨ䮪Ĩ╌Ĩçî⣉⸗Ĩð㯗Ĩ⫑Ĩ䯎Ý䞀Ĩᓧ  
ĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄Ĩᓕ 

䞀Ĩᓧ⸗Ĩ䤈ä⫔äĨ❓ἶĨㅎĨėᛗ�䞀Ĩᓧ䞉Ǘ ǌɟĨ䛃ĨㅎĨė䮩ēナĜ���  
��� 䞀Ĩᓧ⸗Ĩî䇦äĨ╌ĨĚ⛴Ĩ౹ĨⵇĨüìĨ㈉Ĩ䃶Ĝ 

ᓧßĨ䆀Ĩüä䄌Ĩ⸗Ĩē ĨuûⵇĨäĨ㩓Ĩ㈉Ĩ䪺ìĨ䃶ĜĨ䞀���  

3

1 (iv) ㅎĨㆤĨ⺄Ĩ㿱ĨㅎĨüä䄌Ĩ㈉ĨㄨĨ䆀Ĩçî⣉ᓟǌ˄ĨîᨴĨÝ䞈Ĩ㐔ƾǒƸǋļŋ  
ĨㅎĨ ǔ˟ îĨㅋĨø⠪Ĩ ǏɝĨ䆀Ĩüä䄌Ĩ㈉ĨㄨĜĨėǎ˄ ᦜ䞀ĨᒖßĨ䎁���  

��� 䞀Ĩᓧ㟝Ĩě䎔Ĩ㩓Ĩ㈉ĨᛐĨຊäĜ 
��� 䞀Ĩᓧ㈊Ĩ䗂ä ǖɟĜ 

��� 䞈Ĩ ǖ˄ 䜫Ĩî⚏ĨਏĨ䆀ĨĨüä䄌Ĝ 

4
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Question Answer Marks 

1 (v) ĨîᨴÝᒒĨ ǖʆĨ䜫Ĩç ǔ˄ 䏩Ĩ╌Ĩü〨Ĩü〨Ĩ〨Ĩ䕊ìĨᏠĨᓧ䜫Ĩ䔙Ĩধ㹬Ĩ㈉Ĩ㠰þäĨ䯆äĨ㶩Ĩ㈉Ĩçî⣉
Ĝ䞈ĨĚîþ➳Ĩ ǔ˄ 䜫Ĩ⦹ĨĨⵇĨ䏏Ĩ䆀ĨåäᣅĨ㈉ĨúäĨðäĨĨĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄ 

��� ᓧ䜫Ĩ䔙ĨᡅĨ᠁Ĩ ǎäĨĖ㥀Ĩ㈉ĨલĨ䕊ìĜ 
ǖ˄ 䜫Ĩ䔙ĨĨę Ǐɝ㷃ĨⵇĨℵþìĨîþäĨ㽮äĨ⸗Ĩ૪Ĩù ǔӒĨ䛰ǌ˄Ĝ��Ĩ�  

ĨⲚ䁡ĨⵇĨ⍤ĨîþäĨ䔗ᜯĨĨ〨Ĩě⇤þìĨ ǎäĨ〨Ĩė㍉㥀Ĩ㻴Ĩ䔙���Ĩ  
��� Ĩ≦䜫Ĩ䔙ĨĨ⽃Ĩėǎ˄ îþìĨㅎĨ൚ß 

4

1 (vi) ĨᓕÝᓧ䜫Ĩ ǌ ǖҍ㱇Ĩçä ǕɟäĨ㬳ĨㅏĨ䯎Ĩ㐗䯀ïĨ䕉 ǔ˶ äĨᏠĨᓟ䜫Ĩ䔙Ĩėǎ˄ ē㈊ĨîþäĨ᧘㥀ᚯĨ䯆äĨ㶩Ĩ㈉Ĩçî⣉
ĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄ 

䆀ĨĨ㐾ĨĨ䯎Ĩ䯍⽣ĨĨĨ ǎ˄ Ĩ ǎ˄ 䄍Ĩ☸ĨĨ ǖ ǖ͋ þĨęìǎ˄ ïĨüäᣅ䔘ĜĨᓧîä䯅Ĩ䔙Ĩ��Ĩ�  
㔔䐁ĨĨ ǖ ǖ͋ þĨ㩓Ĩ㈉Ĩ䯋ĨĨẗĨ䆀ĨñïîþĨ�ĨėㄱĨęþĜ���  

ĨĖ㥀䥞ܖĨ㈉Ĩ䗂⸗ĨĨĨ∶Ĩ䆀ĨėþîⵇĜĨúမᮽ���  

3

1 (vii) ➳ĨㅎĨ䗂⸗ĨㅏĨ㩓Ĩ㈉Ĩ䗂݊Ĩ╌Ĩçä ǕɟäĨ䀀Ĩ〨ĨėㄱĨ䆀Ĩ䥞äîĨㅎĨĐßĨ⚇þîĨㅎĨçî⣉Ý䞈Ĩçîþ
ĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄ĨîᨴĨ䆀 

ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ䞇ᨴĨ⾹þîĨ〨Ĩç⚏îĨĨ�⚩äĨîþßĨ䍀�ĨĚïǌ˄Ĩ↖ĜĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ���Ĩ  
䞇ᨴĨ䕉⸗Ĩ䔽ĨĚïǌ˄Ĩě䎔ĨĨ䆀Ĩ㜟㰐ĨㅎĨě⇤þìĨ ǎäĨ〨Ĩ㝏㰐Ĝ���  

ĨĨㅎĨė䮩ēナĜ� ǌח㽯Ĩ�ĨĨ䥚ᜯĨㅎĨ⽃ĨĨ䞀äᎧ��  
ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ䥚ᜯĨ㈈Ĩ⇮ĨĨᔩ䂓ĜĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ���  

�ᓟǌ˄ĨîᨴĨ⑬Ĩ䤈〨ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ Ĩ Ĩ�ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ ĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨĨ ĨĨĨĨ���䞇ᨴĨ䕉⸗Ĩ䔽Ĩ ǖח⑭Ĩ䯎ĨėㄱĜ 

4

1 (viii) üäĨ〨Ĩ䭆㘪äþĨ䆀Ĩçî⣉䞈Ĩ䯉Ĩǎ˄ 㑔ìĨㆤĨðṣäĨⵇĨĚîäìĨ䁣íĨㅎĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄ĨþìĨÝ  
Ĝ�㩇Ĩ㖍ìĨ䆀ĨėㄱĨì⁏Ĩ䭆㘪äþ��  
Ĝ䯋ĨẗĨ䆀ĨėㄱĨㅎĨėݵĨ�䮨⸗Ĩ䤈ä⫔äĨ❓ἶĨㅎ��  

2
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Question Answer Marks 

2(a) REFER TO BAND DESCRIPTORS BELOW 25

2(b) REFER TO BAND DESCRIPTORS BELOW 25

2(c) REFER TO BAND DESCRIPTORS BELOW 25

2(d) REFER TO BAND DESCRIPTORS BELOW 25
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Part 2 banded mark schemes 
 
Marks available: 
Task achievement – 10 marks 
Structure – 5 marks 
Language – 10 marks 
 
Task achievement and content [maximum 10 marks] 
 
Excellent 9–10 marks • very detailed response 

• wholly relevant to task  
• makes points thoughtfully  
• shows insight or engagement with the subject matter 
• style fully appropriate. 

Good 7–8 marks • detailed response  
• mostly relevant to task 
• makes some clear points 
• shows some engagement with the subject matter 
• style generally appropriate. 

Satisfactory 5–6 marks • competent response 
• usually relevant to task 
• may lack detail or clarity in places 
• a mechanical response to the subject matter 
• some attempt at appropriate style. 

Poor 3–4 marks • a limited attempt 
• limited relevance to task 
• lacks detail and clarity 
• an unfocussed response to the subject matter 
• limited expression. 

Very Poor 1–2 marks • a weak attempt 
• very limited relevance to task 
• content very limited  
• very limited expression. 

Unrewardable 0 marks • no rewardable response. 

 
Structure [maximum 5 marks] 
 

5 marks Confidently argued and structured 

4 marks Some ability to develop argument; clear structure 

3 marks Some linked ideas; attempt at structure but not entirely successful 

2 marks Few linked ideas: little attempt at structure 

1 mark Ideas presented at random 
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Language [maximum 10 marks] 
 
Excellent 9–10 marks • confident use of a range of complex sentence structures 

• uses a wide range of appropriate vocabulary  
• generally accurate. 

Good 7–8 marks • generally sound grasp of complex sentence structures  
• uses a range of generally appropriate vocabulary 
• mostly accurate, errors may occur when complex language 

is attempted. 

Satisfactory 5–6 marks • tends to be simple and repetitive in use of structures  
• attempts to use appropriate vocabulary 
• basics mostly accurate, errors do not impede 

communication.  

Poor 3–4 marks • nearly all that is written is simple and repetitive.  
• vocabulary is limited 
• errors may impede communication. 

Very Poor 0–2 marks • very simple and repetitive sentence structures.  
• vocabulary is very limited 
• many errors that impede communication. 

Unrewardable 0 marks • no rewardable response. 

 
 
 


