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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS & A Level
Literature in English 9695, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate
to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.

In this booklet, candidate responses have been chosen from the June 2021 series to exemplify a range of answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with a clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or
omitted. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way, it is
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their
answers. There is also a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for each question.

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help teachers
to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Therefore, in some
circumstances, such as where exact answers are required, there will not be much comment.

The questions and mark schemes used here are available to download from the School Support Hub. These files are:

9695 June 2021 Question Paper 21

9695 June 2021 Mark Scheme 21

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub:

www.cambridgeinternational.org/support



http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

How to use this booklet

This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low-level response for
each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the candidate answers, and in
the right-hand column are the examiner comments.

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

a The essay starts with a

5. é e Cor & Agbﬁfse;mks_n_m,tm&;&s_mouﬂu&hm_m@& concise overview of the poem.
% \mesﬂ@,M@~m;M&_cﬁfL?mmme@5 ‘
Ra0mal,_Qesrannedt and 06 o goskdk dne et & kee\l : 9 The essay identifies the

two central marriages in the

novel, showing knowledge of
a RN .,,w_me.mg_e&m&.l‘_\_m_\g@;&;:w_mﬁw&_ the text.

\%M_Q&_M_M_M%M_M_QMM&M
fmi_:kgo_u&r_hw:.&_camé_aué.@“ ! .,qmu\d:‘a.—m&ér_mi\/_@_gm__; o The essay demonstrates
Ak oohe o . , knowledge of the changes
essnangk., ok abso_contous. dacougnthe seor. Womakes dwee || DD ) :
. in Gilbert's and Hortense’s
N_exasea_oad QiesentL ool wthe hew a8 & e emallter wbal | Lot L R

Yragpens.,_she qwﬂ_akc_@i_jﬁn&@_hw_%—fw-_&aﬁf Examiner comments are
Nstanea, Jdeen beel  alongside the answers. These

N

Answers are by real candidates in exam “heudene? bowd{  €Xxplain where and why marks
conditions. These show you the types of answers for were awarded. This helps you |-
each level. Discuss and analyse the answers with your to interpret the standard of
learners in the classroom to improve their skills. Cambridge exams so you can

help your learners to refine their
exam technique.

N J

How the candidate could have improved their answer

» This confident essay could have been improved by looking at more of the poem. A range of good references
support the ideas in the essay, although some important parts of the text are also omitted. This would also
have allowed more consideration of the nuances of the ' g :

assonance, for example. This approach would have giv This section explains how the candidate could
- Greater consideration of some of the poetic techniques have improved each answer. This helps you to
structure is discussed, the candidate says less about ex| interpret the standard of Cambridge exams and

helps your learners to refine their exam technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

» Candidates do not always consider the text form of the unseen. They should consider clearly the techniques
of verse when discussing a poem, dramatic techniques when discussing drama, and narrative methods when
discussing prose.

Lists the common mistakes candidates made

Often candidates were not in answering each question. This will help your
awarded marks because they misread or learners to avoid these mistakes and give them the
misinterpreted the questions. best chance of achieving the available marks.
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Question 2(a)

Example Candidate Response — high

Examiner comments
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c The essay’s initial focus shows
knowledge of context, although it is
not directly relevant to the question.

o The key focus of the question
is introduced halfway through the
opening paragraph. Key ideas are
set up for discussion within the
essay, indicating structure and
direction.

0 There is clear focus on the
question topic, linked to other
concerns in the novel, with
understanding of narrative structure.

o Clearly directed focus on
Gilbert, showing secure knowledge
of the novel, although its application
could be made more directly
relevant to the question.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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o Detailed knowledge is shown
with the inclusion of key quotations.

e The information about Gilbert
in the paragraph is directed back to
the question at the end.

0 The opening of the paragraph
makes clear the change of focus to
Hortense. Again, secure knowledge
is supported by detail, including
quotations.

e The candidate recognises that
marriages play a narrative role in
the novel.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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How the candidate could have improved their answer

* The essay demonstrated thorough knowledge and understanding of the text with numerous references and
integrated quotations. It would have been improved however, if these references had been more directly related to
the question.

« There are times when the essay gave extended accounts of characters’ histories which were close to illustrated
narrative summary and the link to the question often occurred at the end of a paragraph. To improve, the
paragraphs needed to maintain a clear sense of purpose throughout.

+ Communication was always clear, although the essay would have been improved with a tighter control of
sentences. Shorter, clearer sentences would be better.

+ Some comments were made on quotations. The essay would have been improved by more specific analytical
comments on the effects of Levy’s choices of language and narrative methods.

10
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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0 Specific reference shows
knowledge supporting the point.

e Connections confirmed at the
end of the paragraph, demonstrate
competent essay structure.

9 References to two episodes
from different parts of the novel
support the point about the
development of the relationship. As
elsewhere, they are rooted in the
text by the use of brief quotations.

@ Further references show
knowledge of the text. The
selections provide sound support
for the point being made and show
competent understanding of the
ways in which Levy shows the
development of the relationship.

0 The essay focuses the points
on Hortense, drawing from previous
references and introducing new
ones.

@ The point about Hortense is
related to the question, showing
sound essay structure.

@ The paragraph ends effectively
with reference to the question and
the author’s methods.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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@ Change of focus for the new
paragraph is clearly identified.

@ Points about changes are
supported with specific references.

@ Further references show
knowledge although presented in a
narrative style.

G While the topic is clear at the
beginning of this paragraph, the
style is close to narrative summary.

@ The conclusion of the
paragraph focuses on the author
and brings the two marriages
together to show contrast.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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Total mark awarded =
15 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved their answer

* The essay competently used references to a number of specific episodes from the novel to support the points
made. There was a tendency for some of these references to lapse into narrative summary. It would be an
improvement if this narrative tendency were avoided, and all references were specifically connected to particular
points.

» The essay would also have been improved by using some of the quotations as opportunities to comment on the
effects of Levy’s choices of language and narrative methods.

» There were useful references to Levy throughout the essay; it would have been an improvement to make more
direct comments about the writer’s choices of language, structure, characterisation and plot events.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Example Candidate Response —

low

on

Q

11 rocdey Akme 1o e ﬁm ‘pwﬁfe—’ﬁﬁn- AmEes

|G\ :

Lo A0S ooV o N c . |

| eaoy_proudien Hun nooroe e3 o Ar &

ond comcasY o0 Yo peem) e dvere of -@a\:’%‘ﬁ"

DoraeaE. LRy Nesm\"» reacoe trucge to be

d\‘?’?\cw\’{ and\ CCmo\e‘&j‘(‘G C:\\T\\’N m(esec\k‘s 40y

On N\Qmme:) Lmq\:; acd *n\u\oﬁ\on:. T
R0C Cormmunieaiiom  Yetuetn Qooroctecs.

o Deown e ovied x> dre olffieatied

A OF PoeCiane *‘Notn\\jf\m\: o) dpoledion S

Le\:\\ wesew\?é\ e mmogc vekeen S YoRense

J
e C)\\\w\ D0 reens croguage of Queenie

qCS LEs

Aowiesii o

\S SUES. OO OEYEND \n dve. oo ond e Kpowed

ou St o oo e \ho\‘\o wﬁrjb \Nemme\u

Ta oee \\N\'\w\ﬁ ey Sor \\'ﬁ’?@(\re‘ W\ ¥ e ??vom\

e outnoe E?r@m%—h%a- 43P0Ws mm Herteny =

209 Glery ore houlag, —pmgmsexm_om_ﬁ)w

Soh of Yrem Q¥e et Saj\w-‘fu Ing - e otes

SoeTh G fotions  ong 3‘70\06\0\(?\‘\ Tjr\b DOG

baNl eoy e end OF e M0ry, Lo
Scise g Aves ae daion de gro L 'I’c:thC ()(\d

Dlond closee ’ch“’ “,mﬁm weEe Gb\e o Je

N Qoe\’commox m\\vm\ce.drﬁeceh\ W18 s, and

‘ ﬁ%ﬁ\\_mquc@

S o\ Ao - ‘;&a%%eﬂ'_____

*O%W? (F(\i\ﬁ’(\ ‘\T‘@l’\ W‘O\‘rr\qac o dFicolt 50\

Sho\an Ol Ws pod eqs“_é&_game____w_m_

ol Nl 1n & ﬁF'rc\—rE’ﬁ%-h-\-e oo NS, %h&u e Yo

YD +cce4mer

oo odolitien (e auyhar peeeed > e NX Toahps

R amegs Iycogin_Srditres Goulin ot ¥
ueRLes= el e of Commxt?m%‘(\'\ oS

Examiner comments

c The candidate addresses the
question immediately. The idea
of contrast is introduced to give
direction to the essay.

e The essay identifies the two
central marriages in the novel,
showing knowledge of the text.

e The essay demonstrates
knowledge of the changes in
Gilbert’s and Hortense’s relationship
over the course of the novel, with
some basic understanding of the
presentation of this change.

G The essay offers a simple
comment on Levy’s achievement
and what the marriage represents.
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Example Candidate Response —

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

low, continued
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Examiner comments

e Knowledge is less certain here
— there is adultery in Queenie’s and
Bernard’s marriage, but not in that
of Hortense and Gilbert. The essay
has not yet mentioned Queenie and
Bernard, confusing the issue further.

e The reference to Hortense and
Bernard is more likely to be an error
of writing rather than knowledge,
but the essay is less secure here.
Without direct reference to Queenie,
knowledge is limited.

a The candidate uses discourse
indicators to structure and direct the
paragraphs. The idea of ‘the author
presents’ suggests understanding,
although without detail it remains
limited.

0 The topic of communication

is an appropriate one. Comments
remain at a general level, showing
basic knowledge without supporting
detail.

16




Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Example Candidate Response — low, continued Examiner comments
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How the candidate could have improved their answer

While the essay showed some limited knowledge and understanding of the text, there was limited evidence of
understanding of Levy’s methods and language. The knowledge displayed would have been more secure without
the inaccurate suggestion of infidelity in Gilbert and Hortense’s relationship. Queenie could have been mentioned
more, which might have avoided the misidentification with Hortense at one point.

The essay would have been improved by the use of some specific examples of episodes from the novel to support
the general points made. These could have been used, for example, to illustrate the comparison of different

stages of Gilbert and Hortense’s relationship. They could also have been used to show comparisons and contrasts
between the two relationships discussed in the essay. The candidate could have developed the comments on ways
in which Levy ‘presents’ and ‘shows’ with such details, considering how Levy invited the reader to respond.

The essay would also be improved with the use of quotations from the novel; these would have allowed the
candidate to make direct comments about the effects of Levy’s choices of language.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

Reponses could have been improved by the inclusion of more specific references or quotations. Without references
and quotations to support points, essays tend to be general and narrative.

Most responses focused on the marriage of Queenie/Bernard and Hortense/Gilbert. The most successful answers
moved beyond these two marriages to consider marriage more broadly.
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Question 5

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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c The essay starts with a concise
overview of the poem.

o The essay is structured by the
progression of the candidate’s ideas
about the poem rather than working
through it chronologically.

e The first point is an over-
arching one, considering the tense
of the verbs and the effects created.

o The points develop into
personal response, supported by
the ideas of the paragraph.

o With clear progression of
paragraphs, the essay moves on to
the way the cat is characterised in
the poem.

o There is confident consideration
of techniques and their effects on a
reader.

0 Points are supported with short
embedded quotations and directed
comments on them.

e The essay confidently develops
the point, putting the focus on the
writer of the text.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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e The candidate develops ideas
with examples from across the text.

@ The argument develops
confidently, using discourse
markers.

0 This stage of the argument
focuses on the structure of the
poem. The ideas are expressed
confidently.

@ The candidate considers
different possible interpretations.

@ The essay develops a
thoughtful point from close
observation of the details of the
poem.

@ The conclusion avoids
summary by bringing in the point
about the poem’s title, linked to the
structure.

@ The concluding points are
drawn clearly from the earlier
discussion.

Total mark awarded =
21 out of 25

19




Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

How the candidate could have improved their answer

This confident essay could have been improved by looking at more of the poem. A range of good references
supported the ideas in the essay, although some important parts of the text were also omitted. This would also
have allowed more consideration of the nuances of the poet’s language and use of patterning, repetition, and
assonance, for example. This approach would have given greater thoroughness to the response.

Greater consideration of some of the poetic techniques would also have improved the essay. While stanza
structure was discussed, the candidate said less about examples of rhyme, half rhyme and enjambment in the
poem.
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Example Candidate Response — middle
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Examiner comments

c The essay opens with a sound
overview of the poem’s content and
tone.

o The focus begins logically at
the opening of the poem with a
clear overview topic sentence.

O The clarity of this next section
is impaired by weak sentence
construction.

a There is a clear focus on effect
for the reader.

e The essay shows appreciation
of tone.

G The candidate uses quotations
to support points.

a The candidate recognises
poetic technique with some
comment on the effect.

e The essay develops a sound
point from observations about
structure and language.

e Points, quotations and
comments are competently linked in
this section to show the candidate’s
understanding.

@ The candidate clearly directs
the focus of the new paragraph.

0 The essay picks out some
useful detail and makes a
competent comment on it.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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@ Observations of key details are
accompanied by sound comments,
expressed with appropriate
terminology. Quotations are
integrated effectively.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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Total mark awarded =
16 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved their answer

* The essay showed competence throughout, selected some key aspects of the poem and made sensible
comments. An improved answer would have been more thorough, looking at the stages of the poem more carefully
in order to comment on more of the language and other features, as well as developing the points made in more
detail.

» Atighter control of sentence structure would have enabled the candidate to express points in a clearer, more
confident way with a better progression of ideas.

» It can be a good idea to introduce new points in the conclusion of an essay, if they develop from points already
made. In this case, it would have been better if some of the new points, particularly about the rhyme scheme, had
been introduced earlier where they could have benefited from greater discussion.
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Example Candidate Response — low
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Examiner comments

a The essay starts with a simple
but clear overview of the poem.

0 There is an attempt to comment
on the poem’s structure.

o The essay uses quotations to
support the points being made.

° Quotations from the poem do
not consider the line breaks and
structure.

6 The comment on the quotation
paraphrases the meaning.

o There is some focus on
language and structure, and an
attempt to comment on the effect.
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low, continued
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Examiner comments

0 The candidate offers an
interpretation.

e The essay works through the
poem logically and chronologically.

0 The essay gives an account
of the content which is close to a
summary.

@ The candidate recognises
a poetic technique, although the
comment on its effect is limited.

0 A limited comment on the effect
of the repetition.

@ The candidate offers a more
thoughtful comment on structure.
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Example Candidate Response — low, continued
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Examiner comments

@ The candidate offers an
interpretation based on previous
comments.

@ The candidate suggests a point
from the observation of change,
although it is asserted rather than
argued.

@ The essay makes a point about
structure and language.

@ The conclusion summarises
previous points.

Total mark awarded =
8 out of 25
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How the candidate could have improved their answer

* The essay explained the meaning of the poem in a simple, clear way; the candidate would have achieved more
marks with a greater focus on how that meaning is communicated. This would have lifted the essay from the
tendency towards summary and paraphrase which characterises the candidate’s approach. The comments and
interpretations made are asserted rather than argued. The candidate would have written a stronger response with
greater argument if they had suggested how the poet’s choices of language and structure lead the reader to the
judgements made.

» ltis a good idea for candidates to show their understanding of the text form of the unseen text. In poetry, they could
show the line breaks when quoting, which could help them to focus on poetic form and structure.

» The essay would also have been improved by communicating a stronger sense of the mood and tone of the poem
by considering some of the poet’s choices of language.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

Candidates do not always consider the text form of the unseen. They should consider clearly the techniques of verse
when discussing a poem, dramatic techniques when discussing drama, and narrative methods when discussing prose.
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