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The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge IGCSE / IGCSE (9–1) Literature 
in English, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the syllabus 
requirements. This document helps teachers to assess the standards required to achieve marks beyond the guidance 
of the mark scheme.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from the June 2023 exam series to exemplify a range of 
answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with examiner comments about where and why marks were awarded or 
omitted. This is followed by comments on how the answer could be improved. There is also a list of common mistakes 
and guidance for candidates.

Please refer to the June 2023 Examiner Report for further details and guidance.

The questions and mark schemes are available on the School Support Hub

Introduction

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub

June 2023 Question Paper 42

June 2023 Mark Scheme 42

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support


Example Candidate Responses – Paper 4

5

How the candidate could improve their answer
• For higher marks, we should expect clearer critical understanding of how the poet dramatises the life of the man 

through use of the present tense and exploration of the man’s life and dreams. 
• There might have been a stronger contrast between dreams and reality, especially in the first and third stanzas, 

and more exploration of the ambiguities of the poem such as why the man only ‘claims’ he loves the river, or why 
the city provokes burning passion, despite its ‘clamour’.

       
       The candidate writes an 
introduction based on the 
rubric but shows clear overall 
knowledge of the content and 
emotions of the whole poem. 
There is a clear focus on the 
state of mind of the character – 
answering the question – and 
the poet’s purpose.

       This comment shows critical 
understanding of the poet’s 
choice of form commenting on 
the effects of rhyme,

How to use this booklet
This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- or low level response for 
each question. In the left-hand column are the candidate responses, and in the right-hand column are the examiner 
comments.

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

2

1

1

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates
• Most candidates understood that the poem, by Nissim Ezekiel, was about urban life and the emotions of a reluctant 

migrant. They were helped by the rubric that preceded the stem question, as well as the bullet points and title of 
the poem.

• Candidates are advised to spend plenty of time reading the text and the guidance given in order to plan their 
response.

• It was quite a common mistake to read the poem as about some kind of death or personal loss: this did fit some 
aspects of mood, tone and imagery, but needed more supporting detail, which the poem does not provide.

2

Answers are by real candidates in exam 
conditions. These show you the types of answers for 

each level. Discuss and analyse the answers with 
learners in the classroom to improve their skills.

Examiner comments are 
alongside the answers. These 
explain where and why marks 
were awarded. This helps you 

to interpret the standard of 
Cambridge exams so you can 

help your learners to refine their 
exam technique.

This section explains how the candidate could 
have improved each answer. This helps you to 

interpret the standards of Cambridge exams and 
helps your learners to refine their exam technique.

This section lists common mistakes as well 
as helpful guidance from the examiner. This will 
help your learners to avoid these mistakes. You 
can use this alongside the relevant Examiner 

Report to guide your learners.
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

       The candidate writes an 
introduction based on the rubric 
but shows clear overall knowledge 
of the content and emotions of the 
whole poem. There is a clear focus 
on the state of mind of the character 
– answering the question – and the 
poet’s purpose.

       This comment shows critical 
understanding of the poet’s choice 
of form commenting on the effects 
of rhyme, enjambment and rhythm 
relating them to the state of mind of 
the man.

       The candidate now advances 
an overall interpretation based on 
both the structure and tone of the 
poem. This develops a personal 
response.

       This comment elegantly 
conveys understanding of the first 
stanza and bullet point supported 
by well-integrated reference to 
details and interpretation of what 
the imagery of the man’s thoughts 
and dreams suggests.

       The present tense might 
suggest the ‘life he has now’ but 
line 4 indicates that the first stanza 
is actually a dream. This was a 
common confusion.

2
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       Nevertheless, there is 
sensitivity to ways in which the 
circular thinking of the speaker can 
be read literally or metaphorically.

       This part of the poem is elusive 
and examiners accepted a variety of 
interpretations.

       Here, the candidate continues 
to develop their personal and 
critical interpretation supported by 
appropriate textual reference.

       The candidate sees the 
relationship between the stanzas 
and the bullet points. They 
appreciate the man’s very different 
feelings about the city. Textual 
support and reference to the poet’s 
methods follow.

8

7

6

8

7

6

99
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       This is sensitive comment on 
the use of negation and its emotive 
effect.

       This shows sensitive comment 
on personification and how it shows 
the man’s past intimacy with nature. 
The candidate goes on to explore 
the paradox of welcoming the 
dark ‘shadows of the night’. Some 
stronger candidates went on to 
link this imagery to the unsettling 
elements of the man’s dreams in 
the first stanza.

       A further Level 7 skill is the 
integration of much well-selected 
reference to the text within the 
candidate’s argument, which is 
demonstrated here.

       This comment on the final 
stanza extends the commentary on 
the man’s dreams but misses out 
the first line of the stanza (‘The city 
like a passion burns’) which should 
have focused the reader’s attention 
on contrasts between the country 
and the city he lives in now.

12

11

10
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       This extends the candidate’s 
earlier argument about the man’s 
lack of choice and shows a relevant 
personal response, although it 
might have had more support from 
the text.

       The candidate is better at 
illustrating the simplicity and 
‘easiness’ of the man’s dreams of 
his past life in the country than his 
complex feelings about the city.

       There is detailed analysis of 
language and effects here.

       However, there might have 
been more exploration of the 
cacophonous alliteration and 
curious ambiguity of ‘kindred’ here.

       There is some confusion of 
poet and speaker here: poems are 
not necessarily autobiographical, 
even when the poet does write in 
the first person. 

       Nevertheless, there is 
understanding of the poem’s 
nostalgic mood and sensitivity to its 
imagery especially in response to 
dreams and shadows.

       This is a strong script 
with many features of a high-
level response. There is clear 
understanding of the text, 
developed response to the writer’s 
effects, plenty of well-chosen textual 
support for a clear, detailed and 
developed argument. All Level 6 
criteria are comfortably met. There 
are elements of Level 7, especially 
in the sensitive and detailed 
response to the second stanza, 
which many candidates found 
difficult.

Total mark awarded = 
20 out of 25
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How the candidate could improve their answer
• For higher marks, we should expect clearer critical understanding of how the poet dramatises the life of the man 

through use of the present tense and exploration of the man’s life and dreams. 
• There might have been a stronger contrast between dreams and reality, especially in the first and third stanzas, 

and more exploration of the ambiguities of the poem such as why the man only ‘claims’ he loves the river, or why 
the city provokes burning passion, despite its ‘clamour’.

• More exploration of the disturbed ‘traffic’ of his mind, the contrast of what is ‘far away’ and what is ‘close’, why 
those noises are still ‘kindred’ to him, and why the man moves away from his dreams back to reality at the end 
might have been expected in a Level 8 response. Critical understanding means sensitive and detailed examination 
of the poet’s methods, including rhymes and sound effects, to interpret the poet’s purpose in depicting the migrant 
in this way.



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 4

11

Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

       These comments show an 
informed overview of themes and 
structure, although they are rather 
general, and it is of course the man 
who has migrated, not the reader.

       It is not necessary to list the 
rhyme scheme and more important 
to comment on its effect, but, 
assisted by the bullet points, the 
point about repetitive patterns of 
dream and disconnection is valid.

       Commentary on the declarative 
opening statement and the effect 
of ‘away’ is more developed and 
detailed.

       An interesting personal 
response begins to develop, with 
clear understanding of how the man 
has become distanced from his past 
life, whether willingly or not.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       This comment shows 
understanding of how poetry works, 
and the effect of rhythm on reading 
and interpretation.

       Close reading yields 
understanding of the deeper 
implications of the man’s feelings.

       Again, there is understanding of 
the effects of rhythm, but a stronger 
script might have explored literal 
meaning more strongly and picked 
up the contrast between the man’s 
dreams before dawn, and what 
dawn is actually like in the city.

6

7

6

7
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       The comment on the 
personification of the shadows 
of the night also shows better 
understanding of the technique than 
its meaning in context, suggesting 
that the candidate is focussing on 
individual images instead of the 
whole phrase. Laziness is not the 
mood invoked here.

       The candidate misuses the 
term ‘anaphora’: many mid-level 
candidates try too hard to identify 
rhetorical features. They would do 
better to focus on the meaning of 
words and images.

       The idea of the city destroying 
itself is perhaps closer to the 
meaning of the text but needs more 
support from other aspects of the 
third stanza.

       This comment on a possible 
pun is less convincing but is further 
developed with direct reference to 
other elegiac aspects of the poem.
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       Similarly, an interesting 
comment is made on how the 
man’s isolation is conveyed, but 
this could have been supported by 
more exploration of how the city is 
portrayed in contrast to the man’s 
dreams. This was the approach to 
the third stanza suggested by the 
bullet points.

       Concluding comment is 
accurate but rather general 
and shows the more complex 
ambiguities of the second and third 
stanzas have not been unpacked.

       This response shows overall 
understanding of the mood and 
tone of the poem and appreciation 
of some of its deeper implications, 
such as the man’s discontent and 
yearning for his past life. There is a 
developed interpretation and some 
developed response to the effects 
of the poet’s language and rhythm.

Total mark awarded = 
17 out of 25

12

13

12

14

13

14

How the candidate could improve their answer
• All of the Level 5 criteria are met, and the response to poetic effects is sufficiently developed and illustrated to push 

the answer into Level 6. However, a clearer understanding of the poem as a whole, and of the individual phrases 
and images in each stanza, would be expected for a higher mark.

• The introduction and conclusion were both lengthy and rather general when a more forensic exploration of the text, 
stanza by stanza and phrase by phrase, guided by the bullet points, would have yielded a clearer interpretation.

• A close reading of this kind would have explored in detail some of the more difficult images, such as ‘his mind its 
traffic turns’ or ‘kindred clamour’, especially in stanzas two and three.
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

       The initial comment on rhyme 
scheme is plausible but very 
general and does not show focus on 
this particular poem or show overall 
understanding of its meaning.

       The candidate finds textual 
support for their interpretation. 
However, the poem is not about a 
literal death, and the candidate is 
confusing metaphor and meaning. 
It is clearly the winds that lie 
dead, and there is no reference to 
‘someone he loved’. The candidate 
does not take into account that the 
man is yet to wake from what is 
actually a dream.

       The candidate instead attempts 
to construct their own narrative 
about the character’s madness 
and grief, which is not securely 
grounded in the actual words and 
meaning of the text. Nevertheless, 
there is some response to the 
images which circle ‘within his 
head’.

       The candidate constructs a 
personal response to what they 
think the poem is about, although 
this ignores its title and overt 
subject matter.
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

       There is a spooky element to 
the way the man experiences the 
silence of the city and the poet’s 
references to the shadows of the 
night but there is no suggestion that 
he is actually a ghost.

       There is some understanding, 
as it is true that the character has 
‘lost something of great value to 
him’ but the speculative nature of 
this candidate’s interpretation is 
especially evident in the lack of 
textual reference to support it.

       The candidate is right to draw 
attention to the fact that the man 
dreams of himself being ‘alone’ but 
again is constructing a narrative of 
their own with only a little textual 
reference. 

       In very broad terms, the 
candidate does understand that the 
man is ‘stuck somewhere he does 
not want to be’ and wishes he were 
in the past. However, these are very 
general comments. 
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       There is some contrast 
between city and country, but again 
these are general comments, not 
supported by comment on specific 
words and images in the text.

Total mark awarded = 
11 out of 25

9
9
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How the candidate could improve their answer
• This response showed the dangers of reading poems as narratives with ‘hidden meanings’. Instead of reading the 

words and images of the text closely and exploring what they meant, this candidate just chose a few phrases, out 
of their context, and constructed a story of their own. That narrative suggests that even the surface meaning of the 
poem is not fully understood, but as there is some comment on the form of the poem and its images and mood, 
there is enough understanding for a Level 4 mark, although there are also elements of Level 3. The candidate does 
find some textual detail to support their reading.

• This candidate could have improved their answer by more use of the bullet points, which provide a way of 
organising and focusing the response to the stem question. In the case of this poem, they guided candidates 
through the meaning of each stanza, and gave some guidance about techniques, suggesting candidates look 
at contrasts between past and present, dreams and reality and country and city. The poem’s title is also a clear 
indication of its subject matter.

Common mistakes and guidance
• Most candidates understood that the poem, by Nissim Ezekiel, was about urban life and the emotions of a reluctant 

migrant. They were helped by the rubric that preceded the stem question, as well as the bullet points and title of 
the poem.

• Candidates are advised to spend plenty of time reading the text and the guidance given in order to plan their 
response.

• It was quite a common mistake to read the poem as about some kind of death or personal loss: this did fit some 
aspects of mood, tone and imagery, but needed more supporting detail, which the poem does not provide.

• Stronger candidates usually make good use of the bullet points, plan their responses after having divided the 
poem into sections, and are careful to ensure the meaning of sentences and phrases, instead of taking individual 
images out of context. Studying poetry also requires good knowledge of grammar. The structure of the poem also 
contrasts dreams, waking and the day ahead. Attention to time sequence, tenses and physical description can help 
understanding of a poem.

• In this poem, it was important to work out that the poet is speaking about a representative ‘man’: he is not 
presenting his own personal experiences. That is also true when a poet uses the first person: it is often appropriate 
to draw a distinction between the poet and the ‘speaker’. Candidates are therefore advised not to treat poems as 
stories or autobiography. 

• Candidates should not simply hunt for images and poetic techniques without considering their context in the text. 
Focus should be on the meaning of each individual stanza or unit of sense, building up to an overall interpretation 
in the conclusion of the essay.

• Strong candidates can often give an overview of the poem’s mood or tone in their first paragraph, as well as 
showing clear understanding of its subject matter.

• However, the strength of an answer emerges when the conclusion shows greater sophistication of thought than the 
introduction, which is based on what has been revealed by a close reading of the text.

Further guidance, including some extracts from strong responses, is given in the Principal Examiners’ Report to 
Teachers.
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Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

       Strong introductory overview 
with reader response to the stages 
of the narrative. Even better if there 
had been explicit reference to the 
writing and writing style in the first 
paragraph.

       More explicit reference to the 
writer’s craft here and illustration of 
what makes the moment dramatic. 
There is focused comment on the 
effect of the writing.

       Insightful focus on the effects 
of writer’s choice of tense and 
descriptive detail.

       Critical understanding of the 
struggle between man and nature 
supported by brief, well-integrated 
quotation and succinct comment on 
effects.

2

1

4

3

2

1

4

3

Question 2
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       Top-level evaluative 
engagement with the writer’s choice 
of present tense narrative and the 
reader’s response.

       The candidate now explores 
a particular effect in considerable 
detail and with insightful analysis.

       Sophisticated evaluation of 
word choices in simile: far more 
impressive than simple identification 
of literary techniques.

       There is flair and individuality in 
the candidate’s own analogy here, 
showing personal engagement.

       Concise synthesis of verbal 
detail (verb choices) and comment 
on their effect.

       This shows what is meant by a 
developed comment on language, 
deftly linked to the question.

8

7

8

7
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       Further examples at a similar 
level.

       More poised and sophisticated 
commentary based around sensitive 
analysis of well-selected words 
and developing an interpretation 
of Sumner’s battle against the 
elements.

       Insight into details, including 
sound effects: there can be poetic 
effects in prose narrative writing.

       This is a subtle point and 
begins to appreciate that, although 
we share Sumner’s perspective, the 
writing undermines his authority.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate’s own critical 
writing shows personal engagement 
with the drama of the moment.

       The candidate impressively 
combines commentary on the 
individual moment in the text with 
an overview of the direction and 
purpose of the writing, as the ‘nail-
biting struggle’ is fully understood.

       Clear understanding of the 
nature of that struggle.

       Sumner battles an ‘unforgiving’ 
environment: there is forensic 
exploration of how it is personified 
even though the technical term is 
not used.

       Instead, appropriate details 
are incorporated into analysis of 
their effect, and the candidate 
shows understanding of imagery 
by incorporating it into their own 
writing.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       The candidate reiterates 
the point here and gives an apt 
illustration from the final moments of 
the passage to show that its climax 
is critically understood.

       There is strong overview of the 
drama of the whole passage.

       The candidate summarises 
their overall argument very 
articulately.

       This is a further important point 
which might have received more 
extended analysis in the appropriate 
place.

       This is a highly detailed 
and convincing response which 
evaluates the dramatic effects of 
language with analytical flair. It 
pays critical attention to meaning 
and impact on the reader. It is 
well-sustained, if a little repetitive at 
times, and shows individuality and 
insight. It clearly meets the Level 8 
criteria.

Total mark awarded = 
24 out of 25
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How the candidate could improve their answer
• Not many candidates would be able to improve on this answer.
• It is a good example of how a very strong response does not need to make ostentatious use of literary terms, 

use abstruse critical vocabulary or import any extraneous knowledge, but simply show sustained personal and 
evaluative engagement with language and meaning in a close reading of the text.

• Nevertheless, it is not correct that Sumner dies at the end of the passage, as writers will very rarely kill their 
principal characters, having chosen to engage so closely with their interior monologue.

• There is some repetition, when it would have been better to explore one or two other aspects of the passage, such 
as the call for Cavendish (suggesting the reason why Sumner is so alone in his battle with the elements) and the 
poetic qualities of the final paragraph, which perhaps hints at some kind of redemption.

• A response at the top of Level 8 might have been expected to engage more explicitly with the writer’s purpose, and 
the genre as well as the style of the writing, to show a critical purchase on the nature and perspective of the prose 
narrative. 
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

       The candidate addresses the 
question and gives an overview 
of Sumner’s situation and the 
environment he is in.

       Supporting evidence is quoted 
with some response to the effects of 
the short sentence.

       It is not clear how the language 
achieves this.

       The candidate develops a 
personal response but the writing 
does not really suggest a ‘lack of 
care’ about Sumner’s approach: 
indeed there is almost too much 
pre-determination.

       Nevertheless, the candidate 
does find supporting evidence for 
their viewpoint.

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

55



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 4

26

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       Quotations are well-chosen 
and illustrate understanding of the 
narrative but they are not followed 
by analysis of the choice of words.

       This sentence shows some 
response to language, but without 
analysis of why these verbs are 
‘powerful’.

       There is secure understanding 
here, some thoroughness in the use 
of quotation and some response to 
language, although this strand is not 
developed.

       Engages with the reader’s 
response and the key word in the 
stem question.

7
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       These comments on structure 
– ‘juxtaposes hope with failure’ – 
show some critical sophistication, 
making this a reasonably developed 
personal response. This is not 
supported by word-level analysis.

       The candidate shows good 
overall understanding, assisted by 
the third bullet point.

       Good use of evidence but 
limited analysis of verbal techniques 
and use of imagery.
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12
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       There could have been 
more reference to ‘knocks’ as 
an indication of a fight with an 
antagonist.

       There is understanding but little 
engagement with the details of the 
last part of the passage.

       Overall, this is a reasonably 
developed response to the task, 
with some thoroughness of 
reference and some response to 
language. It is clearly in Level 5 but 
not close to the next Level up.

Total mark awarded = 
15 out of 25

15

14

13

15

14

13

How the candidate could improve their answer
• The candidate made good use of quotation but needed to follow those quotations with more analysis of language, 

such as ‘clown-like and ludicrous’. Commentary on the choice of words should be linked to their effect on the 
reader, and to the stem question.

• The candidate used the bullet points to shape their answer but would have needed to address the whole of the 
passage in more detail for higher award: there is no comment on Cavendish, on Sumner’s isolation, or how his final 
downfall is portrayed.

• There were missed opportunities to comment in much more detail on the choices of descriptive words and phrases 
to convey Sumner’s thoughts and actions.

• Clearer understanding would have included appreciation of how we see events through Sumner’s perspective and 
more consideration of his state of mind as well as the narrative situation.

• The candidate had a good appreciation of structure, but needed to attend more to language and imagery, and to 
the writer’s use of the present tense.
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

1        This is a promising start as it 
references language as well as the 
narrative situation, although it is 
not clear that the candidate really 
knows what ’vivid imagery’ means.

       The situation is understood with 
a little reference to its implications, 
but the candidate’s style is 
assertive, not analytical.

       There is no quotation in the 
second half of this paragraph, or 
any example of ‘imagery of the 
jump’; although the candidate uses 
the language of analysis, this is 
essentially response to the surface 
narrative.

       Although there is quotation 
here, and reference to ‘auditory 
imagery’, there is no analysis of the 
effect of the choice of words.

1

2 2

3
3

44
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

       This is description with 
supporting textual detail but does 
not show response to the language.

       There are the beginnings of 
personal response, supported 
by appropriate quotation but the 
candidate paraphrases the narrative 
and does not explore how the 
writer’s choices of language make it 
dramatic.

       Nevertheless, these comments 
go beyond surface meaning and 
explore what is implied.

7

5

6
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

       The third bullet point guides the 
candidate to begin analysing the 
writing.

       This paragraph presents a 
supported reader response but the 
allegorical interpretation attempted 
is at odds with the realism of the 
writing.

       The candidate appears to 
misunderstand personal response 
as a requirement to draw general 
moralising conclusions.

       These conclusions are not 
relevant to text or task.

       This response is lengthy and 
supported with textual detail; there 
is a little engagement, in the earlier 
parts of the essay, with the writing, 
and there is clear understanding 
of the surface narrative, and 
some implications. All the Level 4 
descriptors are met, but there are 
only the beginnings of analysis 
and focused personal response. 
Much of the response is illustrated 
narrative focused more on the 
situation than the writing. 

Total mark awarded = 
13 out of 25
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How the candidate could improve their answer
• Although the candidate references the language of the passage, there is limited evidence of analysis. Quotations 

are aptly chosen at times but need to be followed by analysis of the choice of words and the effect of those words 
on the reader.

• Quotation and comment should be consistently interwoven throughout the response.
• Much of the commentary is on the situation rather than on the writing or its effect on the reader.
• The candidate should focus on the writing as an extract from a novel and consider how the writer engages and 

sustains the reader’s interest.
• The candidate should also recognise that the passage is narrated from the perspective of the character Sumner, 

although the writer uses the third person. Sumner’s inner thoughts and feelings are focalised here. How does the 
reader respond to his actions and state of mind?

• The drama of the passage comes from Sumner’s battle with the elements (no one else is there), and highlighting 
imagery (similes, metaphors and personification) and describing its effects brings this out.

• Allegorical or moralising interpretations (‘hidden meanings’) rarely work in narrative prose: the clear focus of the 
question is on the writing and how the situation is dramatised. This should also be the focus of the candidate’s 
conclusion.

Common mistakes and guidance
• Most candidates understood that the passage, from the novel The North Water by Ian McGuire, is narrated from 

the perspective of Sumner and many considered the effect of the writer’s use of the present tense.
• Nevertheless, some confused this with omniscient narrative, and many thought that Sumner had died. The drama 

of the writing comes from its immediacy and personal perspective. It is always better to focus on the writing rather 
than the situation described.

• Many candidates wrote in a lot more detail about the first paragraph than the last. Planning and timing are crucial 
for strong responses to prose questions. Commentary should be selective, not exhaustive, and based on clear 
overall understanding of the meaning and structure of the passage as a whole. It helps to read the passage 
carefully twice, annotate figurative language and its effect and think about the question and the overall effect of the 
writing, before beginning.

• Stronger candidates usually make good use of the bullet points, plan their responses after having divided the 
passage into sections, and are careful to relate the meaning of individual images to their  context in the whole 
passage.

• Prose analysis has its own language: as well as exploring imagery and sound effects, as in verse, candidates 
should consider narrative perspective, changes of focus and use of climax or cliffhanger.

• Attention to the key adjective or adverb in the question (in this case ‘dramatic’) is helpful, as strong candidates 
realised that some of the language and techniques of drama could be applied to this text.

• Patterns and sequences are very important as are extended metaphors, especially, in this passage, the idea of a 
personal struggle between the solitary man and his unforgiving environment.

• A good plan and understanding of the whole text normally leads to a purposeful first paragraph, addressing the 
question, detailed exploration of techniques and their effect, a well-balanced consideration of different sections of 
the text and reflection on the effectiveness of the way the passage closes.

• A critical personal response considers how language, overall structure and the writer’s techniques have guided the 
emotions of the reader. It does not draw general, moralising conclusions or need to look outside the passage itself.

Further guidance, including some extracts from strong responses, is given in the Principal Examiners’ Report to 
Teachers.
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