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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge IGCSE / IGCSE (9-1) Literature
in English, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the syllabus
requirements. This document helps teachers to assess the standards required to achieve marks beyond the guidance
of the mark scheme.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from the June 2023 exam series to exemplify a range of
answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with examiner comments about where and why marks were awarded or
omitted. This is followed by comments on how the answer could be improved. There is also a list of common mistakes
and guidance for candidates.

Please refer to the June 2023 Examiner Report for further details and guidance.

The questions and mark schemes are available on the School Support Hub

June 2023 Question Paper 42

June 2023 Mark Scheme 42

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub



http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

How to use this booklet

This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- or low level response for
each question. In the left-hand column are the candidate responses, and in the right-hand column are the examiner
comments.

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
A ’H\L’Yoevn/\Ur\oM\"\d\s b Stons s{- O MO 0 The candidate writes an
who V"\"\‘\'fﬁ\gcl,__,,mrfrem the covm\r\,sidc, Ao Ahe iy introduction based on the
e wv\\& S s 0 {'or e, wM"rys-Azm ad rubric but shows clear overall
Ihs l({, 41\(Wv,\mﬁj WS feelnas ave. knowledge of the content and

emotions of the whole poem.

e\g\nesSeA eﬂedmd\, f\hmﬂk Mdayhor& and _omshive !
There is a clear focus on the

{

W3 JC o ) T state of mind of the character —
I ) T answering the question — and

‘L‘L poew\ c{oas howe. o consiSted rk{msdr\zm the poet’s purpose.

S PU— bud conStS’\Sof e N«LMA“\ o OleemSBionely wl\acl'\‘wfl«e-i
L spmbolises bt even.  howah s e iS _easaised, e This comment shows critical

Joith o qectiedet  fued™ dhythm, WS mind s | | understanding of the poets
I S ST S \o,\ WD {'Qc ndwil.  and Dot choice of form commenting on
Anothersderpretedion 2 ‘ILC;\ he diskihes %&‘0 the effects of rhyme,

e

bve. Examiner comments are
alongside the answers. These
explain where and why marks
were awarded. This helps you
to interpret the standard of
Cambridge exams so you can
help your learners to refine their
exam technique.
N\ | J

Answers are by real candidates in exam
—— conditions. These show you the types of answers for
each level. Discuss and analyse the answers with
learners in the classroom to improve their skills.

N\

How the candidate could improve their answer

» For higher marks, we should expect clearer critical understanding of how the poet dramatises the life of the man
through use of the present tense and exploration of the man’s life and dreams.

» There might have been a stronger contrast between dreams and reality, espeC|aIIy in the first and th|rd stanzas,
and more exploration of the ambiguities of the poem suc
the city provokes burning passion, despite its ‘clamour’ This section explains how the candidate could

have improved each answer. This helps you to
interpret the standards of Cambridge exams and
helps your learners to refine their exam technique.

Common mistakes and guidance for candidates

* Most candidates understood that the poem, by Nissim Ezekiel, was about urban life and the emotions of a reluctant
migrant. They were helped by the rubric that preceded the stem question, as well as the bullet points and title of
the poem.

+ Candidates are advised to spend plenty of time reading the text and the guidance given in order to plan their
response.

» It was quite a common mistake to read the poem as ab
aspects of mood, tone and imagery, but needed more

This section lists common mistakes as well
as helpful guidance from the examiner. This will
help your learners to avoid these mistakes. You

can use this alongside the relevant Examiner
Report to guide your learners.
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

AL dhe ~oem “Urban Adls e ston s{- Lo Mo
whe vwnc\fo:\ac\ _Arem_.. *]e\e, tqvxqﬂgs,_siclc,.....;lo..,.,..it_.\e,.,_,,_cirk,_
He uv\\& S . for  the __condtiyside ad |

Ihs_od e _‘kaw_{) O*ke, Wn\\;s Aechinas ave. 0 The candidate writes an

introduction based on the rubric
but shows clear overall knowledge

._,foesSQA eﬁed,vdxi Akroﬁk -w.{o.rhors and._emabve

!
w& Je' i i 7| | of the content and emotions of the
7 B - o whole poem. There is a clear focus
. POQJV\ C\OES how& (/O"\S'S'tw(\ IHMSJ\%\& on the state of mind of the character

consists _of s ‘t!':kwm'\, I 7o0 WY\ ,wkck\wl\a‘s — answering the question — and the
1Ses, . dhed even 4Louhhnsll£<,6°f%xol poet’s purpose.

- [spaluts

ot \’N*A eled . -fmao\-rkli'nm, M mind s
ot on &, Lonegn foc Adlnil. _and  Deate. o This comment shows critical
Avother  iader peed odﬁ,m \Q dhed b didihes b understanding of the poet’s choice
Arnttored l ) A ’ LA i L e ' , 1 | of form commenting on the effects
S tadwed ke, . an »uw —anthvsther. ‘\.\JQ,.. ~=—~ | of thyme, enjambment and rhythm
"L(Q. i ke couds S;Mw‘nd{.l’\b A _ahte | relating them to the state of mind of
Ao live ..._.\-n:!‘/\ PADCR 'Q{ClQW\ a P the man.
e The sk e of ke poemm. cov.m,s he © The candidate now advances

an overall interpretation based on
both the structure and tone of the
poem. This develops a personal
response.

mMen S "“’“’ s - = Vo == S
Nk and % {e,el Os abod the V.v.g\’i\; - he ]
Lirst lm{, expresses Ms  feelnas . being  for
home ... " The WS " vepresed WS home = beds in |

"l"& _tonnle \}&\C\L‘ _ond. \"IS"\\IM_ Codhe e WS ake
- m\wo.\’s Ao mw») ", dhe - poRER_ ONNGNS o SAS o This comment elegantly

of - emplnsy oS WS home and  dhe \{e be  wesy | | conveys understanding of the first
‘5 not withn veAd,\G -‘\\w%’S guai)eg\s pHmanane stanza and bullet point supported

creobing o {de‘ £ Agwc‘x by well-integrated reference to
J details and interpretation of what

the imagery of the man’s thoughts
and dreams suggests.

The _poc ’\1\6'\ olaSu\\ue& —ﬂ\e_, \k e ke o
Lwhere he  "knows  dhe  brokem  roeds
“in_vrdes  Aracked willan s heed ” 6 The present tense might
"kaowsdindicedes Al e -{ux@yl\‘ _widh__dhe | | suggest the ‘life he has now’ but
Ao\%} 0adS 5 a5 ol he does \SMNB in calg” | line 4 indicates that the first stanza

is actually a dream. This was a
common confusion.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

| suapesting A\l of ?roene.Ss A_w\c\ o\, oS wel\ eS|
Aol ﬁé IDO\'CA&M - l‘\i A‘zhrc\s?, g;. _wﬁkm_l\«s
heod " ndicles et BB S s\ud\

4 R 5\2319‘\;8,,,1\_0#.9“.‘,_m,\z‘u_;_,g.z,séiz.\a . Yvﬁex_a...._.f \

m 9 :
) . q o Nevertheless, there is
aedes conbe Zhbath \des) M‘L N{"*Yh M sensitivity to ways in which the

o fixedroding._ond _bein Ak w\aL’ TFithes ‘~°~\) circular thinking of the speaker can
U on ke seen thal hel wes  acl e st 9 el be read literally or metaphorically.

4do... -\LC(«;\T ~\-€€_, T

W

Tuethermore ,Ahe . poey clzsu.\w,s bt Ao ____,vw el
e ey m___..__.l_ey_es S Ar] 'ﬂ\e. - Ywd hexe. con

\r)( witer \wdeé hs will and ‘h&Suo/\ {OL_... B (C
- He ‘.’«XFCSESSF s wk\m'\ e 800 loger inspited Ao \ive,
lo WS MeV Th YIO\SQ'L\QC‘@MSM \oves” “ames\s
‘ i\ ; o .
| B ’M\L\‘&\A.Jﬂeﬁ OSSN ’{‘\.QA. - N\.‘\\'\l_\’e P~f‘(l ‘. o This part of the poem is elusive
e o bd ahd Lok s ssa eo s fv“l\d——» and examiners accepted a variety of
. _|emphalized ~\Lvow>.h the  phrese "befere  he welheS @ interpretations.
- L\AS s x II, s A \MLLP\’\t\ _ ol L&N

yasslom\e ol \{e_ wsid s e . ook @ | @ Here, the candidate continues
to develop their personal and

‘ critical interpretation supported by

wos N pre - deaded ‘od‘we e hes s %LL
NeA_ Ao mewbion b Abis  phiate  amphesizes appropriate textual reference.

[ sty of Ws eacors ay ke oqesss b e
S tlrowul of \(Q 2w b«z:Fore e, vekes MP This |
\mmexko\{, MkeS Ao re»clnxs worfy___e\«o\ %\p\fgﬂvae,
v .

1o The _ Seond stevizen QX\Z((,SSQS Ahe. Pee:\ S J& saneilicn |
with  dhe  ndtwged  world L, and once va«r\ c,o/\ueus e
'U/\E, Y@A@& \"’\5 \"V‘Q\V\‘\ ‘(‘or ’"\Q Lovm‘\fj%\:l(, -G
how  msereble WS Cwza e S THee=s 2

; 4 "\ke ?od h%’xs f\lne ’\'/\49,

L he  Comdl _see  of  fee\ i _dhe iy nev¥y| 0 The candidate sees the

$exS bt Skieg ", 'Mr({qg‘\l\g ~ shadows of ke relationship between the stanzas
and the bullet points. They
appreciate the man’s very different
feelings about the city. Textual
support and reference to the poet’s
methods follow.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

R S Y welcomeS m—\hu Swn por _tedn . The _agaghive
ODV\)V\dAVQ U\&.A %v.(]r\ “aog " av\o\ - BYES VP o T
_eS T wel qhe wrc\ Cnesed T AN Comveny o
B T 2\ A eﬁ ola\SLOAGA'\_,__w\‘“'\ mo N :,\Yio\'\ec\ '{IQVV\
@ Addwe ! S beedy . Tollowed. - ‘9 as he . no.. @This is sensitive comment on
e onaer  seel  or’. feely .. ﬁl‘L ?od descrtbes  the the use of negation and its emotive
,,:Sau_.ec\ﬂag&....@w and . woa_\_al_&c_ o(l—llwv\ —  he . ] effect.
olesirbes A akies ,,.A‘\  dowa Ao be .. Ubopn T)om "
and Al “Shodons of the wqd "t B redne
o e fagers on - hiseyes”. Both. phrages  Suests .
AR R R o\L\’bw\]L el _end . -«Me{er&, A T
Ao Wve  owe -Ef‘DM M In addition .'H’\SLPOQ“\ ]
pusomfiel | ndwe A betld ‘?\’\t&S&&.....,..._:m.c,l.e‘,gitm
A nadwie AS hwmon - Ao ki, ndwre . SE- 0 This shows sensitive comment
BTN _.t(!_‘lb\A omdheaerds ndwie . The V\/\w\%& on personification and how it shows

"vedive  aheir . fimqed o WS enes” qu’e':‘"““? ey the man’s past intimacy with nature.
j rel mxeion . Ad,,@,j The candidate goes on to explore

S w s reding Y ,§:_» Y35 O
e\ 41,01 ?oe'\ -\mg\g T nedwe . Med An mescliea the paradox of welcoming the
i , b w < dark ‘shadows of the night’. Some
S l’!?. - a s "‘Lk 5"‘”“’\3“'& - a&__ —tmj{\f stronger candidates went on to
asS Slwc\me% e dack _end  con i 121 VS

AP link this imagery to the unsettling
. .....k\_ﬁw__@ﬁ.r...,_.. Vﬁ.\sm_ad\‘(@'{ru\ a'P ke S‘molows ] elements of the man’s dreams in

"’\3*0’\0\ ’ L‘(”\RQWS*,“PLQM e ¢ QLhAL on_hig | the first stanza.

‘B 4oy —  wledh Suseesis _kge €S oo sk o
bjl»:d,\ FURTULR Lh‘zk\; ™ l\‘t\l tliia tbﬁk ’_‘ A @ A further Level 7 skill is the
S TURINE] xj 3 ! o8 integration of much well-selected

[ tommed A . reference to the text within the
candidate’s argument, which is
QXY(Q&SQ__..._-,_.L\? ‘voe‘\ 'S Areﬁw\; demonstrated here.

The . poed. ...%eﬂs he” depms, |

s ,W@Vﬂ; Wv-“"\S yoelong /\\J‘Q, - \/Q!lo o\(&aur\g gl:Dgg\S
comys o WM'L‘ he  misses dhe @This comment on the final

iy chll @Howeuu whon o RN J‘j (ard , ] stanza extends the commentary on
1 often - relcded «lo__._.._ -\lw\\\ -1lna:i wnveashi( the man’s dreams but misses out

of  twnst  be adven U[U Therefoce vt haps -ibe | the first line of the stanza (‘The city
' ' —{\ua&r{ peehegs 4LQ- like a passion burns’) which should

have focused the reader’s attention
on contrasts between the country
and the city he lives in now.

\_—9
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

et has o drene oy Q‘\V&i'—!—‘ir-:).r Lo dhe e m This extends the candidate’s
W kaon , wledh o omdaes  mS exdery  Shee b | earlier argument about the man’s
| Sorven ,,w;\ {Q&\ goml ‘f‘ur d____],ymw Moresvers lack of choice and shows a rglevant
lake _\),w s he Afco\vv& of  ave  exteemdy S Mf\i—- pgrsonal response, although it
« . ! 7 might have had more support from
. t\mmm PR I A wx(‘ floding . on A waug 0‘9 the text
S "*C\ “ S onone _ hand ) Loy o Ao s.n—.\:j ity .
loand  eosmasy of cwv\'\rq *QQ_@ LM\ lso. Yealize . @ The candidate is better at
whal b poed ,__Mse_gw— cudh Sape dlenas . ete. illustrating the simplicity and
uuuuuuuuu Somtlome Al adiewelit A v\ke_ oot k}{ Shae ‘easiness’ of the man’s dreams of

his past life in the country than his

wdy 05 conequenes. o el o wtbesadon., R ont complex feelings about the city.

ol @J'\ . AY!MJ/\S ,&W\Ymt\\)ﬁ witlon dhe  vesdery

MY ey, ke e desedes dhe\ o dhe end
B N S‘\\\ hes de Awen -°-, Krem A

_Simpe acdur ke \w\QS oo = theadh end Areel
ond  Ston” , B end Ho '“‘L N \: ndeed  doamoug ¥

ovouad . The G (s syndebic i : @ There is detailed analysis of
"beadh _and Aree 'w>\ S‘br\L o a&‘\ (engndary language and effects here.
o(\ -'\\/Q d'eh' o Mv(\ o& ‘Y‘J\A V\“t‘* e_ o,e(d S
and ke m\@_\ B \(m D\( dom;;x s bt dhe | G However, there'mlght have
- : Yo been more exploration of the
f"'\“ slo  offed o Simihoc Wed_of  noise ] cacophonous alliteration and
L AR Seme n"b‘\ SN C»uvt\'»l&wlﬂ, o Ale | curious ambiguity of ‘kindred’ here.
AN fhed wih soed . B Wile gk |
| Soumed) of e N sco—\‘am mA T S @tThedre is sEmehcon.fusmn of
Sord ot Uty 8 e et ‘@ wemig | | POetand speaker here: pooms are
A ond reflecd: btk not necessarily autobiograp nical,
S @ etesly  lowd ¢ R even when the poet does write in
do ke Qot}..',s w«fv\eé\_ Aad . the first person.
Yy enive Dolna N veviden :A_. Sheed @ Nevertheless, there is

) - . NEPRUR understanding of the poem’s
Prden s elid, S ‘%W\[wb’ e ‘Aj‘”““’“}”’"_ - nostalgic mood and sensitivity to its

----- /“}\:e' poet A == = SN tardiad” o hed imagery especially in response to
@ ""\St\{‘ 'V\MS N T A zr\erifctéi s SN dreams and shadows.
M wed  ceten J«C,a( g C&\i NP

I @ This is a strong script

. _ . : with many features of a high-
\\AM%(\QL b e eg o distad  sheclow, level response. There is clear
@ @\C 12 WP G ' SRS YOX. VY. SN PP S understanding of the text,

W&r} Arals o\ﬂ_SNQA ,,,,, @ developed response to the writer’s
1 effects, plenty of well-chosen textual

support for a clear, detailed and
developed argument. All Level 6
criteria are comfortably met. There
are elements of Level 7, especially
in the sensitive and detailed
response to the second stanza,
which many candidates found
difficult.

Total mark awarded =
20 out of 25
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How the candidate could improve their answer

For higher marks, we should expect clearer critical understanding of how the poet dramatises the life of the man
through use of the present tense and exploration of the man’s life and dreams.

There might have been a stronger contrast between dreams and reality, especially in the first and third stanzas,
and more exploration of the ambiguities of the poem such as why the man only ‘claims’ he loves the river, or why
the city provokes burning passion, despite its ‘clamour’.

More exploration of the disturbed ‘traffic’ of his mind, the contrast of what is ‘far away’ and what is ‘close’, why
those noises are still ‘kindred’ to him, and why the man moves away from his dreams back to reality at the end
might have been expected in a Level 8 response. Critical understanding means sensitive and detailed examination
of the poet’'s methods, including rhymes and sound effects, to interpret the poet’s purpose in depicting the migrant
in this way.

10
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

A

el uhdleess .
é’ﬂ&vh/ vt fre  (hbniey

“ . PO&W

poev~  fne  poet ypaaltey et eaelers

‘ Cense _od _nos (odgiot , Isolecho o
Thes (s wonderfolly
of _poedunre, .
o(NaMS ani MW@&V{MCZ The

Comdnining  Gix Lines ﬂ{/)’ﬂ/dwt/u; e

| et _te tvacter. plditindlly , o

| Smoofn 7 gl /&/ﬁwpr/ W///Wan

m-zm s e e ie. Scleectee

f/’xc/omépw/ e wwhobe  pOZa.  Lowsisin ”f -

a.. /A’ A4 [ /3,5 I [‘hqym,c Srlitiee, //pwl

%ufmwhowf /he ot /WW fo  _Stow
o l‘
/feﬂﬁbom Vo af . fee g

A LTS

........ i e e - Srot 5

Tu Sfoznm one  Stewbe ,lfu.e posnY ot

a_ Stetemput “ me hlts aM a/{w&cqf

o SW'M for e OW‘@WM l)cuw._ /7/‘1 _trord

| r amwl Nl Used (O CM%;W

AN

/’Mwayj Lon 7
anel. o ﬂ% M/wm neaeutbers n_gtx/mr\e

o steti ity Ty covant _Svgget
g B /‘%M&Wt ,,,,,,, me,( WA Gration

lane advengs
e 61/44 IVL % JQCOM Cme

ﬂﬂ% uot  in fue
%_M STunza

e broken roads, ond. Mone s

[ _poekt beams . Line s “He _ Jendw

VAT /}wﬂﬁ,&

ol _ JLison. _ pronoun.. /‘D .t LIA{‘// oAveV

b main 7 oot

bis_olpeam_anel_Lii> post Gle _watiiis,

& nb

e pnce lred, W oloeuit 00/‘1"/\0#\{ ﬁ{rW/moMa

e pﬂ\’%t bV/[[m oy ot

| doplays B

o These comments show an
informed overview of themes and
structure, although they are rather
general, and it is of course the man
who has migrated, not the reader.

o It is not necessary to list the
rhyme scheme and more important
to comment on its effect, but,
assisted by the bullet points, the
point about repetitive patterns of
dream and disconnection is valid.

o Commentary on the declarative
opening statement and the effect

of ‘away’ is more developed and
detailed.

o An interesting personal
response begins to develop, with
clear understanding of how the man
has become distanced from his past

life, whether willingly or not.

11




Example
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued

Examiner comments

EMWM e e oF a mediad  (eesdic.

I8 (A/L@_lf éro/’b\"}« ﬁru'y fe reader M M&Lﬁ

o ”fmwm Yoogls” (meaked  an  AMPed

fwys e viner _whigh U8 cladus_ e Low

&Lﬁarﬂ A,,,?‘ejmt"f7 it e vﬁM/yhPrI( Tl

Pom Aake 6'72 Lavibic ]/WFRWW VL/\
Pt oloims o tones (veodes b feotivg

o bwi/ue ln//fw{ ozu’rymf__ o e voad
feonute Ct"& cﬂ/— S 572’141,&0«_

o/%/,bvg

o ‘L
@/M o wvﬁwﬂ‘%‘

fo@u'\g Ry

0f _wooprily _and @%WW bourfrer
fWMﬂJﬁ%&{ é«;/ e e of Flaces e

7 (ammy)’_ “ unpe pf :%lr{ ,Lwoc(@&owlv
e vtadag Labe a Rums OF Saduness g5 iF/
Seems 0 B g 1S bejﬂmi"}ﬂ what” e

by, \Mm Ry

dffawlu . ﬁu& er f (or/z&wﬁ on ‘1‘4/&‘”

s b &%% o Saddmars. T

wan describcs Swits ok _duwin o

e Cwinick, Sttty , e boca  agmin'

_duamw Loy s difconde ciron e bac

Lr”‘ﬁ M/Oﬂl"/( s e 7% @Mlq“ K

C&%%m fbraf/w; bre veadus Lo

bronn ‘M Liss IM "éé@wo WL@&(AW(

s C@%M/U/UW G\J.’Vq (M«Pb\;\mk h) 'ﬁw
word ’LQ/M " fuows low | e Siies e

Aion, V\M i W b\'\% OM@MV b\\f\’:) __or

This comment shows
understanding of how poetry works,
and the effect of rhythm on reading
and interpretation.

6 Close reading yields
understanding of the deeper
implications of the man’s feelings.

0 Again, there is understanding of
the effects of rhythm, but a stronger
script might have explored literal
meaning more strongly and picked
up the contrast between the man’s
dreams before dawn, and what
dawn is actually like in the city.

12
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

| N\ degpipen 2t OM o Lz_ "reclind _
_EL«,M/‘ ﬂ S .o iis £gew ‘i’bm J’Dmia’g(&qu,
Nt e Ny;w‘ (oLuseys & oyt % lazines,

Nt T bagte - Flounirtr,  fuo ~ceibume ot
e oF  pectine g s rest~et=

V\D\'\FSW\F) v, AMQVLQJ/L? W VW

and  Wlax
G bypriedla

atoi c(,j e Tiuorol “recthe”
cthedl  to_descrhe boing

Lrgse07 e :f/Clc’/J ane a2y & zwl uaof

| St L luis JM% (D _pee. MM/&&MM-—
e Stawes Hnee Yo ok lagons

Wé/r/t«_, 9 /(17 ﬂn&&( WA s sise o
(he  Sleity. a% éw _paal Lt There
fzv"u I bva fo _olvirapect

c@y}ﬁtm bwm e al/taﬂho// _//'I_L\-e" 9 -

W\

v} . . !
ca e ahy _like A _phssonn éwrnsu )

oy bae et 54192// Y
/M/W/r an  nafuce _J’M@W//L/? [le

,V,,'_{?_WWBM MMJ// W{Aj/( OF LOf o PP,

Vpedsontying s ciby! b he o peus .
|t _buias™ . Louress

44

Ly

« aestroyy Vel andd atin Clod Aodg 7.0

IMWW/L ﬂ} Lingets, oy sarn ot G

e “vewslors o Lot oﬂ SrAuess ||
Yoy Vo.u‘* s open bV cc “ e Meaus

af_ paoraing u/ovlkf /am.é T, WSe o

morning A tacs lombect  resbes oo

aéo(/wl»? ) W,emfr/r/u) 2 mpurnins  andd
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o The comment on the
personification of the shadows

of the night also shows better
understanding of the technique than
its meaning in context, suggesting
that the candidate is focussing on
individual images instead of the
whole phrase. Laziness is not the
mood invoked here.

0 The candidate misuses the
term ‘anaphora’: many mid-level
candidates try too hard to identify
rhetorical features. They would do
better to focus on the meaning of
words and images.

@ The idea of the city destroying
itself is perhaps closer to the
meaning of the text but needs more
support from other aspects of the
third stanza.

0 This comment on a possible
pun is less convincing but is further
developed with direct reference to
other elegiac aspects of the poem.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

ke indrpduced o Nmemlwvww Gt
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ot & We/{,fb{,( C&taum . M /fmtuw/i

B e \Meu/r chs isoladed (a @ Q'tu!

\,j

__,,_fmrrou “ szwu P’ WWM ‘i A @ @ Similarly, an interesting
hafund o [y Jodbcated 4,4 b liban, fﬂ/fm comment is made on how the
fi Haddi, 5 /,ZW/,, ol tuede avl ﬁeda man’s isolation is conveyed, but
CoMﬂmxf—ec/ this could have been supported by
Sttt Rk SRS more exploration of how the city is
aaa A e s e portrayed in contrast to the man’s
| OW/W;,L{ l’b»row?%t?l/v{ hm 3 VOM . }’WL dreams. This was the approach to
Lxed) wﬁq Myg [’WL the third stanza suggested by the
isolabw | Sadolness” anek | | bulletpoints.

A+ prj fr @ Concluding comment is
, fbu fa(/tl/%j # //m Ml /17 ’WMWW("M accurate but rather general

M and shows the more complex

bj M 2 LMVMS\“NB —'@(MW‘;\' ambiguities of the second and third
M /\ ’7.! m stanzas have not been unpacked.

m This response shows overall
understanding of the mood and
tone of the poem and appreciation
of some of its deeper implications,
such as the man’s discontent and
yearning for his past life. There is a
developed interpretation and some
developed response to the effects
of the poet’s language and rhythm.

Total mark awarded =
17 out of 25

How the candidate could improve their answer

» All of the Level 5 criteria are met, and the response to poetic effects is sufficiently developed and illustrated to push
the answer into Level 6. However, a clearer understanding of the poem as a whole, and of the individual phrases
and images in each stanza, would be expected for a higher mark.

* The introduction and conclusion were both lengthy and rather general when a more forensic exploration of the text,
stanza by stanza and phrase by phrase, guided by the bullet points, would have yielded a clearer interpretation.

» Aclose reading of this kind would have explored in detail some of the more difficult images, such as ‘his mind its
traffic turns’ or ‘kindred clamour’, especially in stanzas two and three.
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Example Candidate Response —
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Examiner comments

0 The initial comment on rhyme
scheme is plausible but very
general and does not show focus on
this particular poem or show overall
understanding of its meaning.

e The candidate finds textual
support for their interpretation.
However, the poem is not about a
literal death, and the candidate is
confusing metaphor and meaning.
It is clearly the winds that lie

dead, and there is no reference to
‘someone he loved'. The candidate
does not take into account that the
man is yet to wake from what is
actually a dream.

o The candidate instead attempts
to construct their own narrative
about the character’s madness

and grief, which is not securely
grounded in the actual words and
meaning of the text. Nevertheless,
there is some response to the
images which circle ‘within his
head’.

o The candidate constructs a
personal response to what they
think the poem is about, although
this ignores its title and overt
subject matter.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — low, continued Examiner comments
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0 The candidate is right to draw
attention to the fact that the man

In very broad terms, the
candidate does understand that the
man is ‘stuck somewhere he does
not want to be’ and wishes he were
in the past. However, these are very
general comments.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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0 There is some contrast
between city and country, but again
these are general comments, not
supported by comment on specific
words and images in the text.

Total mark awarded =
11 out of 25

17



Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

How the candidate could improve their answer

This response showed the dangers of reading poems as narratives with ‘hidden meanings’. Instead of reading the
words and images of the text closely and exploring what they meant, this candidate just chose a few phrases, out
of their context, and constructed a story of their own. That narrative suggests that even the surface meaning of the
poem is not fully understood, but as there is some comment on the form of the poem and its images and mood,
there is enough understanding for a Level 4 mark, although there are also elements of Level 3. The candidate does
find some textual detail to support their reading.

This candidate could have improved their answer by more use of the bullet points, which provide a way of
organising and focusing the response to the stem question. In the case of this poem, they guided candidates
through the meaning of each stanza, and gave some guidance about techniques, suggesting candidates look
at contrasts between past and present, dreams and reality and country and city. The poem’s title is also a clear
indication of its subject matter.

Common mistakes and guidance

Most candidates understood that the poem, by Nissim Ezekiel, was about urban life and the emotions of a reluctant
migrant. They were helped by the rubric that preceded the stem question, as well as the bullet points and title of
the poem.

Candidates are advised to spend plenty of time reading the text and the guidance given in order to plan their
response.

It was quite a common mistake to read the poem as about some kind of death or personal loss: this did fit some
aspects of mood, tone and imagery, but needed more supporting detail, which the poem does not provide.

Stronger candidates usually make good use of the bullet points, plan their responses after having divided the
poem into sections, and are careful to ensure the meaning of sentences and phrases, instead of taking individual
images out of context. Studying poetry also requires good knowledge of grammar. The structure of the poem also
contrasts dreams, waking and the day ahead. Attention to time sequence, tenses and physical description can help
understanding of a poem.

In this poem, it was important to work out that the poet is speaking about a representative ‘man’: he is not
presenting his own personal experiences. That is also true when a poet uses the first person: it is often appropriate
to draw a distinction between the poet and the ‘speaker’. Candidates are therefore advised not to treat poems as
stories or autobiography.

Candidates should not simply hunt for images and poetic techniques without considering their context in the text.
Focus should be on the meaning of each individual stanza or unit of sense, building up to an overall interpretation
in the conclusion of the essay.

Strong candidates can often give an overview of the poem’s mood or tone in their first paragraph, as well as
showing clear understanding of its subject matter.

However, the strength of an answer emerges when the conclusion shows greater sophistication of thought than the
introduction, which is based on what has been revealed by a close reading of the text.

Further guidance, including some extracts from strong responses, is given in the Principal Examiners’ Report to
Teachers.
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Question 2

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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0 Strong introductory overview
with reader response to the stages
of the narrative. Even better if there
had been explicit reference to the
writing and writing style in the first
paragraph.

o More explicit reference to the
writer’s craft here and illustration of
what makes the moment dramatic.
There is focused comment on the
effect of the writing.

o Insightful focus on the effects
of writer’s choice of tense and
descriptive detail.

o Critical understanding of the
struggle between man and nature
supported by brief, well-integrated
quotation and succinct comment on
effects.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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0 Further examples at a similar
level.

@ More poised and sophisticated
commentary based around sensitive
analysis of well-selected words

and developing an interpretation

of Sumner’s battle against the
elements.

@ Insight into details, including
sound effects: there can be poetic
effects in prose narrative writing.

@ his is a subtle point and
begins to appreciate that, although
we share Sumner’s perspective, the
writing undermines his authority.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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are incorporated into analysis of
their effect, and the candidate
shows understanding of imagery
by incorporating it into their own
writing.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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€ This is a highly detailed

and convincing response which
evaluates the dramatic effects of
language with analytical flair. It
pays critical attention to meaning
and impact on the reader. It is
well-sustained, if a little repetitive at
times, and shows individuality and
insight. It clearly meets the Level 8
criteria.

Total mark awarded =
24 out of 25
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How the candidate could improve their answer

* Not many candidates would be able to improve on this answer.

» Itis a good example of how a very strong response does not need to make ostentatious use of literary terms,
use abstruse critical vocabulary or import any extraneous knowledge, but simply show sustained personal and
evaluative engagement with language and meaning in a close reading of the text.

* Nevertheless, it is not correct that Sumner dies at the end of the passage, as writers will very rarely kill their
principal characters, having chosen to engage so closely with their interior monologue.

+ There is some repetition, when it would have been better to explore one or two other aspects of the passage, such
as the call for Cavendish (suggesting the reason why Sumner is so alone in his battle with the elements) and the
poetic qualities of the final paragraph, which perhaps hints at some kind of redemption.

+ Aresponse at the top of Level 8 might have been expected to engage more explicitly with the writer’s purpose, and
the genre as well as the style of the writing, to show a critical purchase on the nature and perspective of the prose
narrative.

24



Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments
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“ The candidate addresses the
question and gives an overview
of Sumner’s situation and the
environment he is in.

o Supporting evidence is quoted
with some response to the effects of
the short sentence.

0 It is not clear how the language
achieves this.

o The candidate develops a
personal response but the writing
does not really suggest a ‘lack of
care’ about Sumner’s approach:
indeed there is almost too much
pre-determination.

o Nevertheless, the candidate
does find supporting evidence for
their viewpoint.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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o There is secure understanding
here, some thoroughness in the use
of quotation and some response to
language, although this strand is not
developed.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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@ These comments on structure
— ‘juxtaposes hope with failure’ —
show some critical sophistication,
making this a reasonably developed
personal response. This is not
supported by word-level analysis.

0 The candidate shows good
overall understanding, assisted by
the third bullet point.

Good use of evidence but
limited analysis of verbal techniques
and use of imagery.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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developed response to the task,
with some thoroughness of
reference and some response to
language. It is clearly in Level 5 but
not close to the next Level up.

Total mark awarded =
15 out of 25

How the candidate could improve their answer

+ The candidate made good use of quotation but needed to follow those quotations with more analysis of language,
such as ‘clown-like and ludicrous’. Commentary on the choice of words should be linked to their effect on the
reader, and to the stem question.

» The candidate used the bullet points to shape their answer but would have needed to address the whole of the
passage in more detail for higher award: there is no comment on Cavendish, on Sumner’s isolation, or how his final
downfall is portrayed.

+ There were missed opportunities to comment in much more detail on the choices of descriptive words and phrases
to convey Sumner’s thoughts and actions.

» Clearer understanding would have included appreciation of how we see events through Sumner’s perspective and
more consideration of his state of mind as well as the narrative situation.

» The candidate had a good appreciation of structure, but needed to attend more to language and imagery, and to
the writer’s use of the present tense.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 4

Examiner comments

0 This is a promising start as it
references language as well as the
narrative situation, although it is
not clear that the candidate really
knows what ’vivid imagery’ means.

e The situation is understood with
a little reference to its implications,
but the candidate’s style is
assertive, not analytical.

o There is no quotation in the
second half of this paragraph, or
any example of ‘imagery of the
jump’; although the candidate uses
the language of analysis, this is
essentially response to the surface
narrative.

o Although there is quotation
here, and reference to ‘auditory
imagery’, there is no analysis of the
effect of the choice of words.
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Example Candidate Response — low, continued

Examiner comments

o This is description with
supporting textual detail but does
not show response to the language.

e There are the beginnings of
personal response, supported

by appropriate quotation but the
candidate paraphrases the narrative
and does not explore how the
writer’s choices of language make it
dramatic.

0 Nevertheless, these comments
go beyond surface meaning and
explore what is implied.
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low, continued
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Examiner comments

) The third bullet point guides the
candidate to begin analysing the
writing.

@ This paragraph presents a
supported reader response but the
allegorical interpretation attempted
is at odds with the realism of the
writing.

@ The candidate appears to
misunderstand personal response
as a requirement to draw general
moralising conclusions.

m These conclusions are not
relevant to text or task.

@ This response is lengthy and
supported with textual detail; there
is a little engagement, in the earlier
parts of the essay, with the writing,
and there is clear understanding
of the surface narrative, and

some implications. All the Level 4
descriptors are met, but there are
only the beginnings of analysis
and focused personal response.
Much of the response is illustrated
narrative focused more on the
situation than the writing.

Total mark awarded =
13 out of 25
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How the candidate could improve their answer

Although the candidate references the language of the passage, there is limited evidence of analysis. Quotations
are aptly chosen at times but need to be followed by analysis of the choice of words and the effect of those words
on the reader.

Quotation and comment should be consistently interwoven throughout the response.
Much of the commentary is on the situation rather than on the writing or its effect on the reader.

The candidate should focus on the writing as an extract from a novel and consider how the writer engages and
sustains the reader’s interest.

The candidate should also recognise that the passage is narrated from the perspective of the character Sumner,
although the writer uses the third person. Sumner’s inner thoughts and feelings are focalised here. How does the
reader respond to his actions and state of mind?

The drama of the passage comes from Sumner’s battle with the elements (no one else is there), and highlighting
imagery (similes, metaphors and personification) and describing its effects brings this out.

Allegorical or moralising interpretations (‘hidden meanings’) rarely work in narrative prose: the clear focus of the
question is on the writing and how the situation is dramatised. This should also be the focus of the candidate’s
conclusion.

Common mistakes and guidance

Most candidates understood that the passage, from the novel The North Water by lan McGuire, is narrated from
the perspective of Sumner and many considered the effect of the writer’s use of the present tense.

Nevertheless, some confused this with omniscient narrative, and many thought that Sumner had died. The drama
of the writing comes from its immediacy and personal perspective. It is always better to focus on the writing rather
than the situation described.

Many candidates wrote in a lot more detail about the first paragraph than the last. Planning and timing are crucial
for strong responses to prose questions. Commentary should be selective, not exhaustive, and based on clear
overall understanding of the meaning and structure of the passage as a whole. It helps to read the passage
carefully twice, annotate figurative language and its effect and think about the question and the overall effect of the
writing, before beginning.

Stronger candidates usually make good use of the bullet points, plan their responses after having divided the
passage into sections, and are careful to relate the meaning of individual images to their context in the whole
passage.

Prose analysis has its own language: as well as exploring imagery and sound effects, as in verse, candidates
should consider narrative perspective, changes of focus and use of climax or cliffhanger.

Attention to the key adjective or adverb in the question (in this case ‘dramatic’) is helpful, as strong candidates
realised that some of the language and techniques of drama could be applied to this text.

Patterns and sequences are very important as are extended metaphors, especially, in this passage, the idea of a
personal struggle between the solitary man and his unforgiving environment.

A good plan and understanding of the whole text normally leads to a purposeful first paragraph, addressing the
question, detailed exploration of techniques and their effect, a well-balanced consideration of different sections of
the text and reflection on the effectiveness of the way the passage closes.

A critical personal response considers how language, overall structure and the writer’s techniques have guided the
emotions of the reader. It does not draw general, moralising conclusions or need to look outside the passage itself.

Further guidance, including some extracts from strong responses, is given in the Principal Examiners’ Report to
Teachers.
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