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The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge IGCSE / IGCSE (9–1) / O Level 
Literature in English, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the 
syllabus requirements. This document helps teachers to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the 
guidance of the mark scheme.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from the June 2023 exam series to exemplify a range of 
answers for a selection of questions from Section A: Poetry, Questions 1, 2 and 4, and Section B: Prose, Questions 7, 
11 and 21.

For each question, the response is annotated with examiner comments about where and why marks were awarded or 
omitted. This is followed by comments on how the answer could be improved. There is also a list of common mistakes 
and guidance for candidates.

Please refer to the June 2023 Examiner Report for further details and guidance.

The questions and mark schemes are available on the School Support Hub

Introduction

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub

0475 / 0992 June 2023 Question Paper 12

0475 / 0992 June 2023 Mark Scheme 12

2010 June 2023 Question Paper 1

2010 June 2023 Question Paper 1

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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How the candidate could improve their answer
• Some points could have been further developed, for example, the idea in the final sentence that the father-

daughter relationship might have been ‘beyond repair’. Textual evidence from within and outside the extract would 
have helped to support this assertion.

• Mr Shi’s reference to his job as a rocket scientist in the extract was taken at face value in the response. The 
candidate might have referred to the fuller explanation of why Mr Shi deceived himself about this (being a rocket 
scientist for only three out of his thirty-eight years of work), and how this contributed to his unhappiness.

       
       This reference to the father 
being a rocket scientist needs 
to be seen in the context of 
what the story reveals about this 
and what is not revealed in this 
extract. This reinforces the need 
for a detailed knowledge of the 
whole text (in this case a short 
story) and not just the extract in 
the question.

       There are three valid 
reasons given here for Mr Shi’s 
unhappiness, which are then 

This section explains how the candidate could 
have improved each answer. This helps you to 

interpret the standards of Cambridge exams and 
helps your learners to refine their exam technique.

How to use this booklet
This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- or low level response for 
each question. In the left-hand column are the candidate responses, and in the right-hand column are the examiner 
comments.

Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

Answers are by real candidates in exam 
conditions. These show you the types of answers for 

each level. Discuss and analyse the answers with 
learners in the classroom to improve their skills.

Examiner comments are 
alongside the answers. These 
explain where and why marks 
were awarded. This helps you 

to interpret the standard of 
Cambridge exams so you can 

help your learners to refine their 
exam technique.

2

1

1

Common mistakes and guidance (Section B: Prose)
• Beginning answers with a random list of themes without addressing the actual key words of the question.
• Re-telling the story and writing simple explanations rather than analysing the text.
• Showing knowledge but not answering the question.
• Writing assertions without providing specific supporting references from the text.
• Making basic comments on individual words without considering how wor and phrases are used in the context of 

the text.

This section lists common mistakes as well 
as helpful guidance from the examiner. This will 
help your learners to avoid these mistakes. You 
can use this alongside the relevant Examiner 

Report to guide your learners.

2
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

       The response begins with 
an awareness of the tempest as 
a metaphor as well as a literal 
storm (though the candidate 
actually writes ‘metaphorically 
and figuratively’). There is also a 
recognition in general terms that 
the poem is ‘a monologue about life 
and death’.

       This quotation is followed by 
a comment that does not really 
explain the quotation.

       This comment is too general.

       The quotation here (‘...
remembering I shall die’) does 
match the valid comment about the 
future being inevitable.

2

1

4

3

2

1

4

3
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

       There is some understanding of 
the symbolism of baptism, the rain 
washing away his past sins, though 
the point is not fully developed.

       There is a little direct reference 
to the poet’s use of language in the 
quotation ‘Blessed are the dead’, 
though the comment could be 
further developed.

       Textual evidence is required 
to support what the candidate 
means by the assertions about 
‘his mind pressures him to not let 
himself down’ and ‘leaving him in 
shambles’.

       Overall, there is some 
understanding of the poem and 
there is some supporting textual 
detail. This begins to develop a 
response to the poem, though a 
closer focus on the question is 
needed. 

Total mark awarded =
11 out of 25

8

7

6

5

8

7

6

5

How the candidate could improve their answer
• The candidate needed to make sure that the comments and quotations were always clearly linked. For example, 

the explanation of the quotation ‘Nothing but wild rain’ needed to reflect more clearly its meaning in the poem.
• Several points were overly assertive and needed to be developed further, with careful reference used for support. 

For example, in the final paragraph, the comment about ‘imagery [highlighting] the peace the rain gives him’ 
needed a supporting example from the poem.

• Although the response showed some understanding of the poem, there needed to be a closer focus on the key 
word of the question ‘moving’.
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

       This response starts with a 
focus on the key word ‘disturbing’.

       The candidate gives an 
interesting personal response that 
the city is disturbing because it is 
too perfect.

       There is reference to 
language drawn from the field 
of mathematics, followed by a 
comment on a city that is ‘precisely 
built’ and ‘holding no flaws’. This 
shows a clear understanding of the 
poem’s deeper implications.

       This sentence on the poem’s 
structure is less convincing. A 
glance at the poem’s layout on 
the page shows they are actually 
not ‘mostly the same length’. The 
candidate here appears to be 
forcing an interpretation that is not 
justified by the evidence of the text.

       The focus on the question 
is clear. However, commenting 
separately on the individual words 
quoted (‘possibilities’, ‘desired’, 
‘grace’) would have helped to 
develop the candidate’s ideas more 
effectively.

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

55

Question 2
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       In this part of the response, 
the candidate develops points 
effectively by considering the 
precise effects of the words ‘draw 
back’ and ‘surrender’ as they are 
used in the poem. This is developed 
and gives precise analysis.

       Here, there is another list that, 
the candidate writes, ‘creates a 
lexical field’. A more successful 
approach might have been to 
explore more closely individual 
words in the context they are used 
in the poem. For example, why 
‘blemishes of the past’ in line 11? 
Why ‘so it will not hurt’ in line 19?

       The judgement that cities are 
‘compromising the people’s future’ 
is an interesting one but it needs 
further development and support.

       The word ‘humans’ is too 
general. ‘They’ refers to the 
planners.

6

7

8

9

6

7

8

9
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       The comment on 
personification in ‘shining teeth’ is 
an apt one that the candidate links 
to the key word in the question 
‘disturbing’.

       The comment on the impact 
of the individual word ‘amnesia’ is 
more persuasive to a reader than 
the earlier simple listing of words in 
a ‘semantic field’.

       Overall, this response shows a 
clear understanding of the poem’s 
deeper implications, supported by 
relevant references.

Total mark awarded =
18 out of 25

12

11

10

12

11

10
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Question 4

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

       The opening paragraph 
states what the poem is about 
and mentions relevant themes of 
maturity and growing older.

       Both at the end of the first 
paragraph and the beginning of the 
second, the candidate refers directly 
to the key word of the question 
‘memorable’.

       The candidate effectively 
explores the use of language in the 
poem’s title and comments on the 
contrast between the use of the 
word ‘Rhyme’ (something a child 
may sing) and the more morbid tone 
of the rest of the title.

       The comments on the 
rhyming pattern and enjambment 
are general in nature, referring 
to ‘melodic quality’ and ‘angry 
rambling’. Specific examples 
after each comment would have 
improved the answer.

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       This paragraph contrasts 
with the previous one, as specific 
examples of ‘graphic images’ are 
given in the short direct quotations 
from the poem which ‘portray 
intense anger at this younger self’. 
The comment on the word ‘catching’ 
is particularly perceptive.

       In the second half of this 
paragraph, the candidate 
continues to address the key word 
‘memorable’ in analysing ways 
in which the poet uses language 
to create specific effects: e.g. the 
comment on the symbolism of 
describing his younger self as ‘lily-
white’.

       There is detailed exploration 
here of the language the poet uses 
to create memorable impressions of 
the speaker as a murderous villain.

7

5

6

7

5

6
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       Well-selected references 
support a clear critical 
understanding of the contrast at 
the heart of the poem: the naive 
younger self with the older and 
wiser self.

       The candidate sustains 
a personal and evaluative 
engagement with the detail of the 
poem, leading to their comment 
about ‘wak[ing] up to life’s harsh 
realities’.

       In this paragraph, the 
candidate writes about ‘somber 
tone’ and ‘a sense of sadness’.  
Other candidates detected a more 
humorous tone in the poet’s use 
of exaggerated language: e.g. 
‘chuckling I dragged out his foolish 
brains’. Some observed that the 
tone was ‘darkly comic’.

8

9

8

9

1010
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       This paragraph contains a 
detailed exploration of the effects 
created by using the simile 
‘sloughed like a snakeskin’: the 
candidate comments on what 
they see as a memorable idea of 
‘how the past self was seen as a 
hindrance’.

       This is a lengthy concluding 
paragraph that sums up the 
candidate’s response. It might have 
benefited from being more concise 
as some points are repeated from 
earlier parts of the response. This 
wastes time; it is better to move 
quickly to the next question.

       Overall, this response sustains 
a critical understanding of the poem 
and a personal engagement with 
the poem and question.

Total mark awarded =
23 out of 25

13

12

11

13
12

11
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How the candidate could improve their answer
• The candidate might have provided specific examples on rhyme and enjambment to support their comments 

in paragraph three. They could have developed their judgement about the ‘melodic quality’ and related it to the 
ideas in the poem. Similarly, they might have made clearer the link between the use of enjambment and what they 
described as the speaker’s ‘angry rambling’. Specific examples would have improved the answer.

• The final paragraph could be more concise. There is no need to re-state points made in the body of the answer.

Common mistakes and guidance (Section A: Poetry)
• Writing lengthy introductions, including irrelevant background material about the poet, instead of focusing on the 

question.
• Showing knowledge of a poem, sometimes detailed knowledge, without linking the comments to the key words of 

the question.
• Making assertions about the poem rather than supporting points with evidence from the text.
• Listing quotations in lexical or semantic fields rather than exploring closely the effects the poet creates by their use 

of specific words and phrases.
• Copying out excessively lengthy quotations without exploring effects of particular words and phrases.
• Logging devices used in a poem without exploring effects.
• Looking at the meanings of individual words in general terms rather than considering how they are actually used in 

the context of the poem.
• Describing rhyme patterns without providing specific examples of how they contribute to the poet’s use of structure 

and form.
• Wasting time by writing sometimes lengthy conclusions which simply repeat points already made.
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

       There is a general awareness 
of sadness, pain and tragic loss, 
though this is not developed.

       This comment is too general to 
be useful in answering the question.

       This paragraph shows a 
straightforward awareness that 
the phone call changes the mood. 
There is mention of a ‘build-up 
of tension’ though this is not 
developed.

       This is a misreading. The 
word ‘silently’ does not refer to fear 
but rather to the characters’ quiet 
concentration on the game of cards.

       The candidate recognises 
the pain felt by Aunty Ifeoma and 
Kambili on receiving the tragic 
news, though does not say what the 
news is.

       This assertion about Ifeoma’s 
‘sadness and shock’ is not 
supported by reference to the detail 
of the extract.

2

1

4

3

5

6

2

1

4

3

5

6

Question 7
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

       There is a straightforward 
comment on Kambili’s fear with 
a little reference provided in the 
quotation before the comment.

       Overall, there are a few signs 
of understanding surface meanings, 
together with a little reference to the 
extract. 

Total mark awarded =
7 out of 25

8

7

8

7

How the candidate could improve their answer
• The candidate could have developed points in greater detail: for example, by:

 ◦ referring to what the sad news over the phone is 
 ◦ explaining the mood change in more detail.

• The candidate needed to read the extract more carefully to show understanding of events. The word ‘silently’ 
describes the way the characters are concentrating on their card game when the phone rang.

• Diction, metaphors and adjectives were mentioned in the first paragraph. The candidate might have provided 
specific examples, showing how they help Adichie to make the extract such a dramatic moment in the novel.
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Question 11

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

       The opening paragraph shows 
knowledge of the extract’s context 
within the novel as a whole. Part of 
this moment’s power comes from 
what we know happens both before 
and after the printed extract.

       The candidate sets out their 
agenda concisely for the rest of 
their answer. Three examples are 
given of what makes this moment 
‘powerful’ (a key word of the 
question).

       There is a clear understanding 
of the narrator’s situation at the 
beginning of the extract, with well-
selected supporting reference. 
There is some slight repetition 
about her being happy; this might 
have been avoided.

       There is a clear critical 
understanding of the shift from the 
mood at the start of the extract to 
the completely changed mood at 
the end. Further developed, with 
reference to others described in the 
extract.

1

2

3

4

1

2

3
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       There is a developed 
response to Maxim’s reaction in 
this paragraph. The comment on 
‘blazed’ is perceptive; he is not just 
angry, he is ‘consumed’ by anger.

       The candidate judges Maxim’s 
reaction on first appearance to 
be a strange one, but one that is 
appreciated more fully when the 
whole text is understood. This 
knowledge from outside the extract 
helps to explain why the moment in 
the extract is ‘powerful’.

       There are well-selected 
references in this paragraph to 
support the candidate’s perceptive 
response to the villain Mrs Danvers 
who, the candidate writes, was 
‘behind all this’.

7

5

6

7

5

6

[triumphant]
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

       This point has already been 
made earlier in the paragraph; there 
is no merit in repeating the point.

       The closeness of Mrs Danvers 
to Rebecca plays a significant role 
in the novel. This point could have 
been developed in more detail, with 
supporting evidence from the text.

       The final comment on 
‘Rebecca’s lasting impact’ on others 
might have been further developed, 
with reference to others described 
in the extract.

       On the whole, this is a 
perceptive personal response, 
generally supported by well-
selected references, and focused 
on the question’s key word 
‘powerful’.

Total mark awarded =
21 out of 25

8

9

10

8

9

10

11

11

How the candidate could improve their answer
• There might have been more careful editing, by using concise expression and avoiding repeated points. This would 

have created time to develop ideas in greater detail, for example, about the shift in mood outlined in the response’s 
second paragraph.

• Despite this being a generally convincing and preceptive response to the question, some points might have been 
further developed, with supporting reference from the text: for example, the reason behind Maxim’s intense anger.

• The significance of Mrs Danvers’ closeness to Rebecca is mentioned, and this was an idea worth pursuing. 
Related to this was the candidate’s final comment on the lasting impact of Rebecca on others. The reaction of 
Beatrice, Maxim’s sister, in lines 6–7 might have been explored, together with the general reaction: ‘Why did they 
all stand like dummies, like people in a trance?’
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Question 21

Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

1        This reference to the father 
being a rocket scientist needs to 
be seen in the context of what the 
story reveals about this and what 
is not revealed in this extract. This 
reinforces the need for a detailed 
knowledge of the whole text (in this 
case a short story) and not just the 
extract in the question.

       There are three valid 
reasons given here for Mr Shi’s 
unhappiness, which are then 
explored in the remainder of the 
answer.

       This paragraph offers a 
reasonably developed personal 
response to the question, showing 
understanding of the character 
and his not wanting to burden 
Madam with his ‘petty’ unhappiness. 
Although there is some supporting 
use of the text, the word ‘petty’ 
could have been explored more 
closely.

1

2 2

3
3
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

       There is understanding that Mr 
Shi wishes his daughter had more 
of the energy shown by Madam. 
A suitable quotation is followed 
by relevant comment on how the 
reader can ‘sympathise’ with him.

       This quotation is not clearly 
explained. The candidate might 
have pointed to its position in 
the story, to who ‘they’ are and 
to the actual detail the story 
provides about the truth of Mr Shi’s 
employment.

       The candidate explains the lack 
of appreciation the daughter shows 
towards the father and how this 
adds to his unhappiness.

       There is some response to 
the writer’s use of language in the 
comment about Mr Shi travelling 
‘half a world’.

       This is a reasonable judgement 
based on the evidence, though the 
point might have been developed 
further and supported more 
precisely with specific evidence 
from the text.

       Overall, the candidate shows 
understanding of some deeper 
implications about the unhappy 
relationship between father 
and daughter. There is a fairly 
reasonably developed personal 
response to the question, with 
textual evidence provided.

Total mark awarded =
15 out of 25

7

5

6

7

5

6
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8

98
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How the candidate could improve their answer
• Some points could have been further developed, for example, the idea in the final sentence that the father-

daughter relationship might have been ‘beyond repair’. Textual evidence from within and outside the extract would 
have helped to support this assertion.

• Mr Shi’s reference to his job as a rocket scientist in the extract was taken at face value in the response. The 
candidate might have referred to the fuller explanation of why Mr Shi deceived himself about this (being a rocket 
scientist for only three out of his thirty-eight years of work), and how this contributed to his unhappiness.

• There was some response to language, though effects created could have been explored more closely; for 
example, what did the candidate mean by the comment on the word ‘petty’ suggesting ‘his emotions could be 
considered negative’?

Common mistakes and guidance (Section B: Prose)
• Beginning answers with a random list of themes without addressing the actual key words of the question.
• Re-telling the story and writing simple explanations rather than analysing the text.
• Showing knowledge but not answering the question.
• Writing assertions without providing specific supporting references from the text.
• Making basic comments on individual words without considering how words and phrases are used in the context of 

the text.
• Not paying sufficient attention to a writer’s use of structure and form (for example, the use of narrative viewpoint).
• Treating characters as real-life people rather than fictional ‘constructs’ created by the writer.
• Not learning enough direct quotations to support responses to general essay questions on key characters and 

themes.
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