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Introduction 
These specimen answers have been produced by Cambridge ahead of the examination in 2025 to exemplify 

standards for those teaching Cambridge IGCSE / O Level Global Perspectives. We have selected three 

Team Reports for Component 3.  

The marks given are for guidance only and are accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the 

strengths and weaknesses of the answers. Comments are given to indicate where and why marks were 

awarded, and how additional marks could be obtained.  

Tables A–H for marking the Team Project are available in the syllabus.  

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub. 

 

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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Details of the assessment 
The syllabus for Cambridge IGCSE / O Level Global Perspectives 0457 / 2069 is available at 
www.cambridgeinternational.org  

 

Component 3 – Team Project 

 

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/
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Team Report 1 
Specimen answer  

Clean Air for Lahore 

Team members: Candidate 1, Candidate 2, Candidate 3, Candidate 4  

Explanation of Research and Planning 

Topic: Environment, pollution and conservation 

We noticed many people cough endlessly in Lahore because of poor air quality. We want to 

take an action that’ll help people breathe in better air and take an action that’ll improve air 

quality over a long period. 

Candidate 2 wants to research how people can protect themselves from breathing in dirty 

air. Candidate 1 wants to know what local businesses internationally do to keep air clean. 

Candidate 4 wants to know what other countries do to prevent poor health in cities. 

Candidate 3 wants to know what local perspectives are on the problem and will research the 

views of doctors and local people of all ages.  

From the internet we learned that in many cities people wear face masks to filter the air that 

they breathe. This is particularly true in Asian cities. We learned that activated charcoal is a 

component in masks that helps to keep the particles that harm people from entering their 

bodies. These masks can be expensive for most people to buy. Doctors are worried about how 

ill older people become during hot weather, and say that they cannot afford the sort of masks 

that would help. Local people, especially younger people, don’t think about it as they just get 

on with their lives. Internationally, businesses get involved in projects to improve the 

environment. 

We’ll try to make an inexpensive mask that keeps pollution out and a brochure to show people 

how to do the same, trying it out on friends. To ensure our project has a long-term benefit, 

we’ll encourage businesses to plant trees, by helping them to advertise how involved they are 

in protecting the environment.  

Plan: Make a mask with our science teacher. Candidate 3 can ask the science teacher for 

help. Candidate 1 can make a template of the mask, guided by YouTube. Candidate 4 can 

make the brochure showing what to do. Candidate 2 can teach our friends. Candidate 3 can 

talk to our headteacher about how we can write a letter to ask businesses to join our project.  

How we will know our project has been successful: Collect data: Asking friends and their 

families what the masks were like to wear, whether they found that they collected pollution, 
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whether they made some, how easy it was. We’ll know how many businesses join our project. 

It’ll take longer to know how many trees are planted, and how well they clean the air.  

Changes to our plan: We could use activated charcoal in our school science laboratory, but it’s 

not so easy for people to buy. So, in our brochure, we’ve had to recommend people buy filters 

ready-made to slide into their masks.  

440 words 

The Evidence of Action  

 
1 

 
2 

 
3  

Breathe clean 
air in Lahore

Team’s aim

•To improve air quality in Lahore

•To make face masks that stop 
people inhaling dirty air
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7  

Ac�on 1: we made a face mask in Science

•Made from recycled co�on
•With a carbon lined filter, made by sealing 

ac�vated carbon inside layers of muslin
•Tried it out on family and friends
•Offered it to local manufacturers
•Made a brochure to show how people could 

make their own masks.

Our first mask

Ac�on 2
• An extract from a le�er signed by local businesses
Dear Sir,
Global Perspec�ves is a subject in which teams work to help with a local problem or challenge. Our 
Team is concerned about air quality in Lahore as we hear so many people coughing.

We have made face masks with charcoal linings for people to use, but we would like to leave 
something more long las�ng.
Will you agree to plant 10 trees or bushes each year for 10 years as part of a clean air for Lahore 
Plan, please? Your business will be named on our school website as a supporter of Global 
Perspec�ves in school, and as a business with sound ecological creden�als, suppor�ng Clean Air for 
Lahore.
Signed student ………………………………………teacher ………………………………………………………. date ………..

Business……………………………………………….. signature……………………………………………………… date………

Success of Ac�ons

• 30 businesses, near to school, in Lahore agreed to plant 10 trees or bushes 
each year for 10 years, and agreed to have their names put onto the 
school’s website as environmental champions. We should have asked more 
businesses.

• The masks we made in science and with friends at school did trap pollu�on 
from the air we breathed. We could see it on the co�on cloth we used for 
them. 

• However, ac�vated charcoal is not readily available and we had to replace 
this with bought filters in the brochure. 4 families tried them. They were 
pleased with how they worked. This is not enough to say we were 
successful.
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Examiner comment 
• The word limit is important, and candidates should remain close to 400 words, as going over that limit, as

has happened here, means that the last paragraph will not be read.
• Individual research findings are credited in the Reflective Paper.
• Research should run through the Team Project process. This team did not adequately research what

materials were available to help with their masks.

• This team says what each team member will research and mentions some actions each will take. A more
detailed explanation of the roles and responsibilities of each team member would be helpful.

• The team adopted two actions. This is demanding in a process expecting full evaluation of one activity.

Marks awarded 
Table A Team Element – Explanation of Research and Planning 

Clear identification of topic and issue.  Level 2 2 marks 
The plan is clear and includes how the success of the action will be measured. 
There is no statement about how the action will be evidenced.  Level 2 2 marks 

Clear identification of the responsibilities of each team member (masks). Level 2 2 marks 

A clear summary of the action the team will take to address the issue. 
The masks part of the project is used for assessment and is fairly detailed. Level 3  3 marks  

Total mark awarded for Table A = 9 out of 10 

Table B Team Element – Evidence of Action 

Planting trees by businesses and making masks. Too complicated and neither done very well.  
The team have undertaken an action that is not likely to make a positive difference to the issue but the action 
was not carried out well.        Level 2  2 marks  

Total mark awarded for Table B = 2 out of 5 

Table C Team Element – Team Collaboration 

The team collaborated effectively throughout the project, agreeing targets and deadlines and dividing tasks 
fairly according to the skills of team members and the time available.  

Challenges faced by the team and disagreements caused by different opinions were effectively resolved to 
the satisfaction of all team members. 

The team adopted two aims to resolve the disagreement about whether they should focus on planting trees 
or making masks. Team members worked on both aspects of the project.  Level 5  5 marks 

Total mark awarded for Table C = 5 out of 5 

Team Element mark awarded for Tables A–C: 16 out of 20 

Each candidate also receives an individual mark for their collaboration. In this example, the candidate is 
Candidate 3. 

Table D Team Element – Individual Collaboration 

Candidate 3 worked well on her own to organise and manage the tree planting part of the project, as agreed 
by the team. She asked others to contribute business names she could contact, and they did as she asked. 
When she had completed the task, she joined the rest of the team to make masks and help to teach friends 
how to do so. She supported the team by finding out about the charcoal-rich inserts people could buy when it 
became clear that the school version of the product was not available to the general public.  

Level 5  5 marks 

Total mark awarded for Table D = 5 out of 5 
Total mark awarded to Candidate 3 for Team Element (Tables A–D) = 21 out of 25 
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Reflective Paper: Candidate 3 

Our aim was to help solve the issue of poor air quality in Lahore. I am pleased that we did 

different things because they contributed in different ways to our aim. We will not know how 

many trees are planted as a result of our initiative, or be able to calculate the pollution they 

remove from the atmosphere. We do know that 3000 trees, if they all survive, in Lahore, can 

only help to relieve the pollution levels.  

Making the masks and templates was good fun, and we learned some science. We taught our 

parents how to make them. They used their masks and reported that within a short time the 

outside of the filter was dirty, showing that it had done its job in stopping pollution getting 

through. They said they would pass on to their friends how far wearing a mask with a carbon 

filter was helpful in making breathing safer. This was only a small number, but it showed our 

ideas worked. However, it will not be our masks that they use. The problem arose when we 

found that the general public is unable to buy the activated charcoal we have in school. 

Instead, they will have to buy filters commercially. The result was that they said that masks 

were not too expensive and the filters they could buy would make them safer, so they 

preferred to buy them. This was clearly disappointing, making the brochure pointless. But at 

least we had promoted wearing masks with filters to improve health.  

I took on the tree planting part of the project. I worked with the team while I was doing so, 

but I took control. I worked out with the team how I should approach businesses and local 

radio in order to show business’ involvement and to give recognition to businesses. On April 

7th representatives of all 30 businesses were hosted by school for a launch day. It felt like we 

had done a good job when one of the representatives spoke to our Headteacher about how 

business-like the letter was that I had sent to them, and how well I had organised the tree 

labels and the launch event. All of them had planted their 10 trees and could tell us where 

they were and how they had labelled them, showing the school name and logo and the 

business name. They all promised on local radio that they would repeat this for 10 years, and 

were pleased to be recognised on the school website, as Candidate 4 organised. While this was 

lovely, and showed that I was good at completing part of a team project myself, it did make 

me realise that I had not involved my team in as much of this work as I could have done. I 

was willing to be guided by teammates, but I was not good at thinking about roles other team 

members could take to use their skills. Candidate 4 herself approached the Headteacher to get 

the website set up. I should have thought of that and asked her to. It is her strength and I just 

do not think of others when I get involved in something. With someone less thoughtful than 

Candidate 4 in the team, this could have been disastrous. 
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Alongside this, I supported the masks project and worked hard researching on the internet to 

identify how we could rescue the project once we knew that parents cannot buy the activated 

carbon we use in school. This was not easy as I tried to find alternative chemicals that we 

could use that were commercially available, but, in the end, I had to admit defeat. I do not 

like giving up, and this felt like failure. I found that only ready-made filters were an option. I 

learned to use a template to make masks, and taught my parents how to use it. My parents 

learned about the value of wearing marks when in the city, and now regularly wear them, 

encouraging their friends to do the same. Having only four sets of parents involved did not 

seem very adventurous or far-reaching, but I had to agree with Candidate 2 that the 

likelihood of school having to close again made it safer this way, meaning that we could have 

some impact. 

My research was into how trees impact pollution. Globally, trees reduce pollutants in the air, 

up to a figure of one third of fossil fuel emissions. In doing so, they remove irritants and help 

people to be healthier. It has even been found that trees near to houses reduce pollution inside 

those houses.1 At first, I thought the trees should be planted in our school grounds. This 

research led me to decide that businesses could plant their trees wherever they wanted to. It 

just does not matter - they do good everywhere. There is concern about how many countries 

are cutting down trees, meaning that there are fewer to take pollutants out of the air by 

filtering the air through their pores. They can remove ammonia, nitrogen oxide and sulphur 

dioxide. Ecosia reports that 7 million people annually die from the sort of air pollution that 

trees could prevent.2 I was not aware of how individually our health is affected by trees, or 

how wide-ranging the effects of having leaves close to houses can be. Ecosia is a website that I 

will promote to show my school, local families and my parents how much there is to gain 

from tree planting.    

Our team benefited from having members with different skills. We could trust each other to 

get on with work, report back to the team when we met and ask each other to help when we 

came to problems, such as sourcing activated carbon, as detailed above. But our team’s main 

weakness was having a member who wanted to do something alone. I would have done the 

trees project myself and it would have been less effective had our team not been in regular 

contact with each other and insisted that we all fed back progress and discussed the next 

steps. The other weakness was that we were all really keen to start the activity. None of us 

took the lead and asked the questions that would have made us see that our masks plan could 

not work.  

I have learned a lot about working in a team that I need to remember for the future. All 

teamwork requires you to take your mind off your own part in a team effort, and really 
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listen to what others say in meetings and engage with it. For a team to work well, it has to 

have a plan that everyone sticks to, a leader who keeps a whole picture as an overview, and 

everyone has to have trust in each other, but be strong enough to ask questions and be brave 

enough to offer suggestions. Being passive is not an option. 

1149 words  

https://www.arborday.org › trees › treefacts1 accessed 29/02/2021 

https://blog.ecosia.org › how-trees-reduce-air-pollution-2  accessed 29/02/2021 

 

Examiner comment 

• The word limit is important, and candidates must remain close to the upper limit of 1000 words. Anything 
over the word limit will not be marked. 

• Developed points require explanations and examples. The candidate has provided some developed 
points. 

• A paper lacking structure will not achieve high marks. This candidate has made some effective use of 
linking words, such as ‘however’ and ‘while this was lovely…’, to focus on reflection and evaluation 
comments. 

• The initial research is important and should be thorough. This team suffered from not finding out early on 
that the chemicals they needed are not available commercially. 

• Individual research should be summarised and reflected upon in relation to learning. Research findings 
about the impact of trees on the environment is clear, as is the reflection of what the candidate has 
learned from this. 

• There is some attempt to bring sense to the sections: Evaluation of the action and on My part in it, and 
Reflection on my learning from it, and, where appropriate, what could have been improved. However, the 
paper lacks consistent and explicit explanation and explicit use of examples from the project. 
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Marks awarded 
Table E Personal Element – Evaluation of the action and teamwork in the Reflective Paper 

Two developed points evaluating the masks part of the project. Level 4 4 marks 

Two developed points evaluating own teamwork.  Level 4 4 marks 

One developed point on own work completion.  Level 2 2 marks 

Total mark awarded for Table E = 10 out of 10 

Table F Personal Element – Reflection on learning in the Reflective Paper 

Explicit reflection on their learning from research.     Level 3  3 marks 

Detailed and explicit reflection on what they have learnt about their own skills through participating in the 
team project.         Level 5 5 marks 

Explicit and relevant suggestions for how they could have improved their performance as a team member.
Level 3  3 marks  

Total mark awarded for Table F = 11 out of 15 

Table G Personal Element – Reflection on teamwork in the Reflective Paper 

Explicit reflection on the benefits and challenges of working in a team, linked to some examples of things 
experienced while completing team project.     Level 4 4 marks 

An explicit suggestion of how the team could have worked more effectively in the future is included beyond 
the word limit. Therefore, no marks awarded.      Level 0  0 marks 

Total mark awarded for Table G = 4 out of 10 

Table H Personal Element – Communication in the Reflective Paper 

A clearly and well-structured Reflective Paper.     Level 4  4 marks 

A clear summary of their own research findings and how this influenced the project, with citations. 

Level 5  5 marks  
Total mark awarded for Table H = 9 out of 10 

Total mark awarded to Candidate 3 for Personal Element (Tables E–H) = 34 out of 45 

Total mark awarded Candidate 3 for the Team Project (Tables A–H) = 55 out of 70 

Common errors and general guidance for candidates 
Information on common mistakes will be available in the Examiner Report after the first exam series in 2025. 
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Team Report 2 
Specimen answer 

Learning a modern language 

Team members: Candidate 1, Candidate 2, Candidate 3, Candidate 4 

Explanation of Research and Planning

Topic: Education for all  

Initial plan 

The local issue: to encourage fellow students to learn a modern language  

What each team member will research: Candidate 1: the perspectives of teachers of modern 

language about why some students do learn and others do not learn European modern 

languages; Candidate 2: perspectives of students who have learned European modern 

languages about how they did so; Candidate 3: perspectives of those who have not learned a 

European modern language to find out why not; Candidate 4: secondary research into 

teaching modern languages. 

[The team completes the Explanation of Research and Planning with this information.] 

Detailed plan 

• clarify the topic: Education for all; the issue: to encourage students to become multilingual;

and the action the team will take: holding classes of languages in Czech, French and

German (European languages teachers can speak). These classes will involve playing e-

games in those languages and discussing them in that language afterwards. 

• outline their plan of action: make a video of our interviews with students to show to a class,

in order to recruit volunteers; pre-test the volunteers to determine their degree on

language competence and attitude to languages; work with teachers to organise e-games 

sessions in Czech, French and German. Organise follow-up discussions in those languages; 

post-test the volunteers to determine progress and attitude. 

• identify roles and responsibilities of team members:

Candidate 3: responsible for interviewing volunteers after the events and summarising key

findings.

Candidate 2: responsible for co-ordinating timings of sessions with teachers and rooms with

access to e-games; supporting the Czech room.



Specimen Paper Answers 

17 

Candidate 4: responsible for writing and delivering pre- and post- tests; supporting the French 

room. 

Candidate 1: responsible for showing the evidence of achievement; supporting the German room. 

The Evidence the Action 

The video used to find volunteers; show pre- and post-test results 

Measuring the success of their action: using test results analysis and feedback from volunteers. 

A report will be written. 

[The team completes the Explanation of Research and Planning with this information.] 
[When the team has finished the project, they identify and explain any changes.] 

Changes that had to be made 

Candidate 3 left the school. Candidate 2, Candidate 4 and Candidate 1 interviewed 

volunteers while in the discussion rooms. 

Word count: 320 

[Evidence of action: the video has not been supplied because of copyright restrictions.] 

Examiner comment 

• It is important that candidates make use of the 300–400 words available and check they have included
all the necessary details. For example, we are not told what work had been done by Candidate 3 and
what was left incomplete.

• Changes to the plan do not indicate how, or if, Candidate 3’s work is shared out.

• The plan identifies what evidence will be gathered to help the team to judge effectiveness, but not how it
will be used.
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Marks awarded 
Table A Team Element – Explanation of Research and Planning 

Clear identification of the topic. There is an aim about encouraging others to learn a language, but no 
explanation of whether lack of interest in modern languages was a local issue. Level 1 1 mark 

The plan is clear and includes how the action will be evidenced and how its success will be measured. 
Level 3 3 marks 

Clear indication of the roles and responsibilities of each team member. Level 2 2 marks 

A summary of the action the team will take to address the issue. Level 2 2 marks 

Total mark awarded for Table A = 8 out of 10 

Table B Team Element – Evidence of Action 

The team have undertaken an action that is very likely to make a positive difference to the issue and the 
action was carried out very well. Level 4  4 marks 

Total mark awarded for Table B = 4 out of 5 

Table C Team Element – Team Collaboration 

The team collaborated effectively most of the time, usually agreeing targets and deadlines and dividing 
tasks, taking into account some of the skills of team members and the time available.  

Challenges faced by the team and disagreements caused by different opinions were mostly resolved to the 
satisfaction of all the team members.      Level 4  4 marks 

Total mark awarded for Table C = 4 out of 5 

Team Element mark awarded for Tables A–C: 16 out of 20 

Table D Team Element – Individual Collaboration 

Candidate 4 worked well to organise and manage his responsibilities for the project. He asked others for 
advice and took their advice. When he had organised his room, he did join the rest of the team to help them 
with preparations. Candidate 4 found out about the modern methods of teaching languages, and this 
supported the team’s ideas for their action. Level 4  4 marks 

Total mark awarded for Table D = 4 out of 5 

Total mark awarded to Candidate 4 for Team Element (Tables A–D): 20 out of 25 
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Reflective Paper: Candidate 4  

Research findings 

Martin Williams in the Guardian reported that there are new ideas in language teaching. 

Instead of teaching grammar, and then easy reading before going on to more complex 

grammar, many teachers now believe in ‘immersion’ learning. This can be in long one to one 

conversation, but it can also be based on conversations with people abroad via the internet. 

The guidance was to put together people with a shared interest they could talk about. 

Our findings, when we were interviewing our class at school, agreed with the Guardian. The 

students said that either they spoke a language all the time at home, different from the one 

we use in school, or they play games with people from other countries. The people we worked 

with were volunteers, so they wanted to join in. They all played the e-games for an hour, and 

they all came back for a discussion. Most said that they would play this again at home. They 

learned some words about the car racing game. Their perspective and the research I carried 

out show that you have to enjoy the situation to learn the language, and that learning from 

play is effective. 

The action 

Volunteers agreed to take part in our project. Even where they already spoke two languages, 

they were willing to try to learn another one. I speak some French so I was in with the French 

group. I had to speak to them only in French. They found a car game in French that they 

could play and they played for an hour. They worked very hard at their game for an hour. 

Sometimes I heard them repeating words. The next day we met again and they spoke of their 

game, using French words where they could. Of the four boys, only one could remember more 

than just a few words. He said this was because many of the words were like Portuguese, and 

that was his family’s language. 

My team members were not my close friends. I was worried to begin with about how we 

would all get along. I have learned that I can work with people I do not know well and both 

give and receive advice without worrying about being thought silly.   

I found that those who were learning French admired my little French, but I wish I had put 

more effort into preparing what I needed to say in French. 

Teamwork and my performance 

My team worked well. We discussed things and found time to meet outside class. We made 

notes of our decisions. Candidate 3 word-processed them for us at first, but no-one carried 

on when he had left. Our project worked well because the four of us knew a bit of four 

different languages. Working together meant we could support the discussions.    
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I was pleased with how I worked with the team. I listened when others were talking and 

contributed when I had something to add, such as when I was sharing my research findings. I 

didn’t interrupt others, but I waited for my turn. When I was asked for advice about how to 

get people to volunteer, I gave it, suggesting we interviewed friends and made a video. I took 

advice from Candidate 2 and did as he suggested when introducing the discussion in the 

French room. I spoke in simple French and asked easy questions, insisting I was answered in 

French. 

Learning for the future 

I have learned not to be afraid of teamwork. If a team shares an aim and it matters to all of 

them, people can work together. I have learned that a team should not leave important jobs 

to others without them agreeing. When Candidate 3 left, no one took notes of our decisions 

and we had to think hard before we remembered the details when we got close to our 

teaching event. We should have continued with his habit of taking notes. 
What's the best way to teach languages? | Teacher Network  
https://www.theguardian.com teacher-blog› may › b. 14 May 2013- accessed January 17th 2021 

650 words 

Examiner comment 

• Candidates have 750–1000 words available for the Reflective Paper. This candidate’s work falls short of 
this. Details are limited and explanations and examples are often missing. This candidate has not 
reflected on how they carried out their own tasks. If the work is significantly short of the 1000 words, 
candidates should check their work against the guidance to see what they have missed out. 

• The candidate has used some sub-headings but has joined Teamwork and My performance together. 
Teamwork is only described, and My performance does not contain any evaluation of how well the 
candidate carried out their tasks.  

• There is some attempt to bring sense to the sections: evaluation, reflection on my part in it or my 
learning from it, and, where appropriate, what could have been improved. However, it lacks explicit 
explanation and explicit examples from the project. 

• The action should be evaluated, not described as it is here. The team has collected evidence, but the 
candidate has not used it to evaluate how successful their project was.  

• In this work, the candidate rarely offered developed points, but there are some examples in this work, 
e.g. in the section about how they worked with other team members. To achieve high marks the 
candidate should include more explanation and more details from the project. 

• Candidates should keep notes of their meetings. The candidate states that notes were only taken of 
early meetings. It is clear from this Reflective Paper that the candidate has little recall of events and 
decisions from later on in the team project that involved other team members. When reflecting on own 
work, as in the evaluation of the activity or the reflection on teamwork, the work has some depth and the 
points made are developed. Notes would have made details and examples available to support other 
explanations. 

  

https://www.theguardian.com/
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Marks awarded 
Table E Personal Element – Evaluation of the action and teamwork in the Reflective Paper 

One undeveloped point about the action.     Level 1  1 mark 

Two developed points evaluating how successfully the candidate worked with other team members. 

Level 4  4 marks 

No evaluation of how the candidate carried out their own tasks.   Level 0  0 marks 

Total mark awarded for Table E = 5 marks out of 10 

Table F Personal Element – Reflection on learning in the Reflective Paper 

Explicit reflection on how their understanding of the issue has been influenced by research and different 
perspectives explored.        Level 4  4 marks  

Some reflection on their own skills, with reference to participating in the team project. 

Level 2  2 marks 

A relevant suggestion for how they could have improved their performance individually or as a team 
member.         Level 2  2 marks 

Total mark awarded for Table F = 8 out of 15 

Table G Personal Element – Reflection on teamwork in the Reflective Paper 

Limited reflection on a benefit or a challenge of working in a team.  Level 1  1 mark 

An explicit suggestion of how the team could have worked more effectively, with clear reference to 
something experienced while completing the team project.    Level 3  3 marks 

Total mark awarded for Table G = 4 out of 10 

Table H Personal Element – Communication in the Reflective Paper 

A Reflective Paper that sometimes lacks clarity and is only partially structured. Level 2  2 marks 

A general summary of their own research findings. The Guardian and the reporter’s name are given but 
citations and references are incomplete.      Level 3  3 marks 

Total mark awarded for Table H = 5 out of 10 

 

Total mark awarded to Candidate 4 for Personal Element (Tables E–H) = 22 out of 45  

Total mark awarded Candidate 4 for the Team Project (Tables A–H) = 42 out of 70 

 

Common errors and general guidance for candidates 
Information on common mistakes will be available in the Examiner Report after the first exam series in 2025. 

 



Specimen Paper Answers 

22 

Team Report 3 
Specimen answer  

Littering 

Team members: Candidate 1, Candidate 2, Candidate 3, Candidate 4  

Explanation of Research and Planning  

Topic: Environment, pollution and conservation 

 

Team’s aim 

Our team’s aim was raising awareness about the littering crisis. Egypt has always suffered 

from littering, which acts as a huge setback for the beautiful country. Our aim is to find more 

clean streets in Egypt. 

Research into different perspectives  

We would each research a different country. We discovered some ideas followed by Germany 

and Austria which helped them get rid of the littering that we’re struggling with in Egypt. 

There was also Germany’s fishing for litter scheme, where fishermen got rid of marine litter. 

Another idea was Austria’s pickup service for 1.6 million households which gathers bins from 

people’s houses and recycles the garbage. Such ideas would be beneficial for Egypt to get rid of 

littering. 

Planning our action 

We come across litter in our local areas every day, yet there is a lack of local awareness 

campaigns and initiatives to get rid of littering. We initially decided to upload a blog post to 

provide the insight of different countries on ways to deal with littering and decrease its 

occurrence. Upon deciding that our target audience would be youth; aged from 15 to 24, 

according to our research this is the age group that litters most. We went to different places 

to take pictures. 

Measuring our success  

We think our outcome is successful as we received positive feedback and multiple friends have 

mentioned to us how they were constantly reminded of this blog whenever they were about 

to litter which made them stop littering.  

We thought the blog would be more successful if we added more pictures and made it less 

wordy. We should have added a video to the blog.  

Word Count: 279   
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The Evidence of Action  
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Examiner comment 

• The number of words 300–400 words for this task is important, and candidates must remain close to this 
target. Going under this, as has happened here, means the response is likely to be missing some 
necessary details. For example, we are not told about the plan for this action. 

• Research findings cannot be credited in the Explanation of Research and Planning. Candidates are 
expected to show in the plan who will research identified perspectives.  

• The plan only identifies what the team will do. No individual roles or responsibilities are identified. 

• The team made a blog as the action. Teams should plan in advance how they are going to measure the 
success of their action. The data they collect should be used by individual team members to evaluate the 
success of the action. 

• Teachers can share headings from the syllabus and mark scheme to help candidates to organise the 
Explanation of Research and Planning and the Reflective Paper. 

 

Marks awarded 
Table A Team Element – Explanation of Research and Planning 

Clear identification of the topic and issue.     Level 2  2 marks 

No plan of how the action will be completed.     Level 0  0 marks 

No identification of roles and responsibilities.     Level 0  0 marks 

An action is suggested which is related to the issue.     Level 1  1 mark 

Total mark awarded for Table A = 3 out of 10 

Table B Team Element – Evidence of Action 

The team have undertaken an action that is not likely to make a positive difference to the issue and the 
action was not carried out well.       Level 2  2 marks  

Total mark awarded for Table B = 2 out of 5 

Table C Team Element – Team Collaboration 

Team members worked together to make the blog. They collaborated, agreed some targets and divided 
some tasks between the four of them. Challenges faced were sometimes resolved. Not all team members 
were satisfied with decisions that were made, e.g. about dropping the idea of including a video. 

Level 3  3 marks 

Total mark awarded for Table C = 3 out of 5 

Team Element mark awarded 1 for Tables A–C = 8 out of 20 

Table D Team Element – Individual Collaboration 

Candidate 1 worked well to research on the internet and completed his task independently. He asked team 
members whether he had researched sufficiently. He offered ideas to support the blog. He was annoyed 
when he was not allowed to video local scenes for the blog and withdrew from team activities.  

Level 2  2 marks  

 

Total mark awarded to Candidate 1 for Team Element (Tables A–D) = 10 out of 25 
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Reflective Paper: Candidate 1 

The Evaluation of Action 

As a team, we initially decided that we would make a blog. I thought that it will reach more 

people of our target audience (youth; aged 15 to 24) if we add video and post it on social 

media. Litter is common sight we pass by in our local areas every day. Our aim was to spread 

awareness on how small thing like littering causes side effects at local and global aspects. We 

gathered information about three countries that have the highest recycling rates and waste 

management which are: Germany, Austria and South Korea, and Egypt. Our target was 

influencing youth to reduce the amount of waste produced daily and find new ideas for 

recycling. I got feedbacks from my friends on how they were touched as one told me that the 

blog made her think twice before littering. Our blog was in English which was an obstacle 

because it was aimed at the youth of Egypt; it would have reached more Egyptians if it was in 

Arabic language. I believe the video would have made blog more successful because it would have 

been more appealing to the youth. During my primary research, I took boat on the Nile to 

capture pictures and videos for the littering happening there. I noticed for the first time how 

beautiful place like the Nile is polluted by people’s behaviour and we should take action. This 

would have made them see how not dropping litter could have made their lives nicer. 

Own performance 

My role was gathering information from secondary sources, I faced problem to find sources for 

any needed information so it took me much time because this was my first trial with researching 

but I gained new experience.  My research was initially about United States but when I searched, 

I found that it has low percentage of recycling rate which didn’t satisfy our project aim 

(Lehnardt, 2016). So, I returned to the team, we decided to choose another country which 

required extra time. They helped me to find another country that is sufficiently suitable, we 

settled on Austria because it has high recycling rate of 53.8%  (parker, 2020). I found out how 

Austria encourages people to take their litter home with them. In my future project, I will do 

research to collect information about the countries before settling, to help me choose the 

required country to my project aim and plan the blog. I will also learn more research techniques 

to have more access to credible sources. 

Experience of working as a team 

Being team implies having different personalities; each one was trying to prove her opinion is 

the best which sometimes created conflict between us. This was challenging because there was 

always time consuming to settle on something. If it was an individual project, it might have 

taken less time but it won’t be produced with the same quality because in our team, each one 
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has her own skills, which was important to produce project of better quality because we continue 

each other, for example: Candidate 2’s writing skills were useful in the blog while Candidate 4’s 

editing skills was helpful and my communication skills helped us with our primary research.  

It’s better working as team because we share our ideas to come up with the suitable solutions, 

for example: when we were still thinking of adding a video, during the uncertainty of who will 

do the voiceover, Candidate 2’s idea was that all of us should participate as we present three 

different citizens, I agreed but Candidate 4 said that only two of us should participate. After 

trying, Candidate 2’s voice alone was the most matching voice on the video. Then Candidate 4 

dropped the video from the blog. 

The rest of the team should have raised their voices and challenged Candidate 4. She was the 

only one who wanted the blog to not have the video, but we let her get her own way. We were 

wrong. In future I must say what I think and explain my reasons so that I am satisfied that I 

tried to get what I thought was right.  

Evaluation of my performance 

I have difficulty with time-management and staying focused for a long time without taking 

break leading to delaying my work and the team project phases, however, I perform my task 

as it should be done while also trying to help with other tasks. For example, I searched for places 

where we can make our primary research to take pictures and videos of streets full of litter like 

AL-Zabbaleen where all the trash from all over Cairo is collected daily by the litter collectors 

and clean streets like Zamalek which is full of embassies and foreigners who live in Egypt that’s 

why it is clean. I was not happy when my work was wasted. 

I am people-oriented, but Candidate 2 is more task-oriented who pushed us to work while I 

made sure that all team members are good and enjoying the project, which created balanced 

atmosphere. I was too concerned about this atmosphere and should have been more clear about 

what I wanted to make the project better. 

Different cultural perspectives 

There are different ways that countries use to reduce pollution. For example: South Korea has 

law to pay fines when someone litter (parker, 2020), Austria educate young people about the 

importance of recycling (parker, 2020), In Germany people can exchange wastes that could be 

recycled such as empty water bottles with money (NEWS, 2017). 

I learnt that there are myriad of creative ways that would encourage us to avoid littering which 

we can use in Egypt.  
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Learned lessons  

Working as team taught me to respect other’s opinion even when I do not agree. Additionally, 

I learned that I should respect everyone’s personality and way of thinking. In my next team 

project, I will welcome other’s ideas more.  

After the project I felt more responsible toward not harming the environment which made me 

stop littering. 

988 words 

 

Examiner comment 

• The candidate has used hyperlinks but no references. Hyperlinks do not show up to the reader. Using 
hyperlinks is not a sensible approach to referencing. 

• Candidates should develop points to explain how they have met the criteria and use details from the 
project as evidence to support what they write. They should make a judgement where one is required.  

• An essay lacking structure will not achieve high marks. It is important to use linking words, such as 
‘however’ and ‘this suggested’. It is important that aspects of reflection / evaluation are discussed as one 
topic, rather than needing to be picked out, as is the case here. For example, research appears in two 
places.   

• The candidate’s own research findings should be summarised in the Reflective Paper. The candidate is 
also asked to reflect explicitly on how their understanding of the issue has been influenced by their 
research and by perspectives they have explored on the issue. 

• There is some attempt to bring sense to the sections: Evaluation of the action and Own performance, but 
some of these, e.g. different perspectives, show a lack of full understanding of the [revised] syllabus.   

 

Marks awarded 
Table E Personal Element – Evaluation of the action and teamwork in the Reflective Paper 

One developed point evaluating the blog.     Level 3  3 marks 

One undeveloped points about the candidate’s teamwork.   Level 1  1 mark 

One undeveloped point about how successfully the candidate managed their own tasks.    
          Level 1  1 mark 

Total mark awarded for Table E = 5 out of 10 

Table F Personal Element – Reflection on learning in the Reflective Paper  

Limited reflection on their learning about the issue.    Level 1  1 mark 

Some reflection on their own skills, with reference to participating in the team project.   
          Level 2  2 marks  

A relevant suggestion for how they could have improved their performance as a team member. 

Level 2  2 marks 

Total mark awarded for Table F = 5 out of 15 
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Table G Personal Element – Reflection on teamwork in the Reflective Paper 

An explicit reflection on the benefits of working in a team.   Level 3  3 marks 

An explicit suggestion of how the team could have worked more effectively in the future. 

Level 3  3 marks 

Total mark awarded for Table G = 6 out of 10 

Table H Personal Element – Communication in the Reflective Paper 

A Reflective Paper that sometimes lacks clarity and is only partially structured. Level 2  2 marks  

Some discussion of their own research but limited reference to research findings.  

Level 2  2 marks 

Total mark awarded for Table H = 4 out of 10 

 

Total mark awarded to Candidate 1 for Personal Element (Tables E–H) = 20 out of 45  

Total mark awarded Candidate 1 for the Team Project (Tables A–H) = 30 out of 70 

 

Common errors and general guidance for candidates 
Information on common mistakes will be available in the Examiner Report after the first exam series in 2025. 
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