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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge IGCSE™ Islamiyat 0493, and
to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the subject’s curriculum and
assessment objectives.

In this booklet, candidate responses have been chosen from the November 2021 series to exemplify a range of
answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with a clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or
omitted. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way, it is
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their
answers. There is also a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for each question.

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help teachers to
assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Some question types where
the answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice, have therefore been omitted.
Please also refer to the November 2021 Examiner Report for further detail and guidance.

The questions and mark schemes used here are available to download from the School Support Hub. These files are:

0493 November 2021 Question Paper 12

0493 November 2021 Mark Scheme 12

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub:

www.cambridgeinternational.org/support



http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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How to use this booklet

This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low-level response for
each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the candidate answers, and in

the right-hand column are the examiner comments.
Example Candidate Response — low

(a) Write about the way in which the Qur'an and Sunna are used in Islamic Law. [10]

4

(b) Give one example where using jjma or giyas has been significant for Muslims today.
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Answers are by real candidates in exam
conditions. These show you the types of answers for
each level. Discuss and analyse the answers with your
learners in the classroom to improve their skills.

How the candidate could have improved their answer

N\

Examiner comments

0 The response begins with a
description of the historical use
of Sunna supported by a Hadith.

o A quote from the Qur’an is
present to support the authority

Examiner comments are
alongside the answers. These
explain where and why marks
were awarded. This helps you

to interpret the standard of
Cambridge exams so you can
help your learners to refine their
exam technique.

J

¢ (a) The candidate could have given a comprehensive account of the Qur'an and Sunna working together as a

source of legislation in Islam.

¢ (a) The candidate could have given more general information about each source, for example, where does the

authority to use them come from?

¢ (a) The candidate could have given more examples covering the basic pillars in Islam and matters of social life

where the Qur’an and Sunna work together to formulate laws.

¢ (b) The candidate should have provided a specific exa
¢ (b) The significance of that example for Muslims could

This section explains how the candidate could
have improved each answer. This helps you to

interpret the standard of Cambridge exams and
helps your learners to refine their exam technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

* (@) Not providing enough detail.
e (a) Giving a very brief response.
* (a) Focusing solely on Sunna.

£ Al H Y

* (a) Not giving information about the Qur’an, its characterjs* i i

Often candidates were not
awarded marks because they misread or
misinterpreted the questions.

Lists the common mistakes candidates made

in answering each question. This will help your
learners to avoid these mistakes and give them the

best chance of achieving the available marks.
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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0 The response begins with the
correct identification of the main
theme: God in himself.

o Reference to ‘God’s power’ and
‘unbounded knowledge’, indicates
clear understanding of the major
sub themes.

0 The response further explores,
although very briefly, themes of the
immense universe owned by God
and His superior nature.

Further elaboration of each theme,
or a supporting reference from the
Qur’an, would have improved the
answer.

o The candidate correctly
addresses the question at the
beginning. After a brief mention of
the main theme, the response lists,
‘inculcating taqwa’ and ‘genuine
fear of God’, as the most important
impacts of this passage on Muslims.

e Seeking God’s help,
considering Him the Master of

all and generating a sense of
accountability in Muslims, as listed
here, are all very strong points. This
shows the candidate’s command
and ability to evaluate material and
explain significance.

e The candidate goes even
further and shows supplementary
effects of initial impacts including
‘inculcation of a sense of
responsibility’ in Muslims.

0 The response ends with the
narration of several uses of the
passage in the everyday lives of
Muslims.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

o e The introductory sentence
identifies the correct main theme,

which is God’s Prophets.

e o The candidate gives details of
the background of this Sura which
is essential for an explanation of
its main themes, however, a brief
reference would have sufficed.

@ The candidate then continues

@ to the actual theme of consolation
of the Prophet (pbuh) and specifies

ways in which it was done by God.

0 The response ends with a
strong expression, ‘God has always
been with him’, showing complete
understanding of the theme of this
passage which is further supported
by a highly relevant quote from the

0 Qur'an.

Mark for (a) = 3 out of 4

@ The importance of this theme
for Muslims is explained in the very
first sentence by saying, ‘remind
them of God’s blessings’ and ‘make
them grateful’.

@ @ @ The hope of an end to

hardships is another aspect of
importance mentioned here.
Although very brief, it is supported
with a strong quote.

@ The candidate shows their
understanding of the importance
of themes by discussing further
benefits of initial impacts, hence
having a strong sense of God’s
mercy and hope and a strong bond
with Him are listed as some of the
wider benefits of this passage.
Mark for (b) = 4 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
7 out of 8
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How the candidate could have improved their answer

e (a) There could be less description of the background of the Sura and more emphasis on the themes.
¢ (a) The candidate could give a reference from sources of authority (a relevant verse or Hadith), or from a different
part of the Qur’an, to illustrate the same theme.

¢ (b) The candidate could have taken some of the themes mentioned in (a) and written about their significance in the
belief system or the practical lives of Muslims.
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

0 The candidate correctly
identifies ‘Allah in himself’ as the
main theme.

o The candidate makes reference
e to tawhid here, which is a major

theme, but the response does not
elaborate on it in this passage.
Similarly, the theme of freedom from

o space and time is also mentioned
very briefly without any further
elaboration.

o The theme of no partner and
progeny, mentioned here is not
relevant to this passage.

o Describing God as unique and
supporting it with an accurate quote
is quite relevant.

e The suggestion to worship God
6 is relevant as a point of importance
but it is quite simplistic and basic.

e The candidate repeats

the themes here, whereas the
0 question requires them to show the
importance of the themes discussed
earlier.

0 Reading the passage for
peaceful sleep is a valid evaluation,
other uses of the passage, such

as reading before a journey, could
have also been mentioned.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

e @ The response commences
with the correct identification of the

theme of God’s relationship with

the created world. The candidate
mentions the Day of Judgment soon
9 after that, which is also one of the
main sub themes.

e The candidate gives a

description of the Day of Judgment
@ here which is not very relevant. The
response should have focused on
the underlying ideas about the Last
Day that were discussed in the Sura
including God’s ability to destroy His
creation and His justice.

@ Another theme the candidate
mentions quite briefly is the
process of accountability. Other
themes such as God’s role as the
Supreme Judge and assurance of
dispensation of justice could have
also been discussed here for higher

0 marks.

Mark for (a) = 2 out of 4

0 The response solely consists
of three simplistic suggestions
about believing in God and the Last
Day and not doing bad deeds. For
higher marks, candidates could
have taken a few themes such

as the destruction that will take
place on the Day of Judgment

and show how it can impact
Muslims by making them aware

of the worthlessness or fragility of
this life, encouraging them not to
overindulge in the materialistic life
and motivating them to prepare for
afterlife by following what God asks
of them.

Mark for (b) = 2 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
4 out of 8

10
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How the candidate could have improved their answer

* (a) The candidate could have focused on, and discussed precisely, the themes mentioned in the selected
passages, rather than write a general note on God or the Last Day.

¢ (a) Paraphrasing the Suras could have been avoided.

¢ (b) Rather than making simple suggestions of believing in God or doing good, a more focused approach should
have been taken. For example, focusing on an individual theme and write about how it explains a certain important
belief for Muslims and what will happen in the lives of Muslims when they accept that belief.

1
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Example Candidate Response — low
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Examiner comments

0 The response opens with

a generic indication of some
characteristics of God such as His
oneness, creation, sustenance and
giving wisdom to humans. These
are not relevant to the passage

the candidate has chosen to write
about. The relevant themes that the
candidate could have expounded
are God’s support and help to His
prophets, special consolation for the
Prophet (pbuh), instructions of good
treatment of the vulnerable and
showing gratitude to God.

e The suggestions made about
worshiping God and asking for His
forgiveness fall within the sphere of
Part (b) of the question.

e The response does not

contain anything which specifically
shows significance of the themes
discussed in the passage selected.
There are some simple suggestions
about worshiping God and not
committing shirk. To gain higher
marks, this candidate could have
talked about how these themes
generate hope in Muslims for God’s
support and assistance, particularly
in times of hardship or, that Muslims
are encouraged to help the poor
and needy in their society.

0 The candidate explores some
themes in this response including
some characteristics of God, His
superior nature and supreme
knowledge. However, most of it is
either paraphrasing or is very brief.
Mark for (a) = 1 out of 4

12
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Example Candidate Response — low Examiner comments
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(\@‘M“’U 0. Ja. Fhe . bovechBS. .. of AL C0d | nature and characteristics impact

‘ : Muslims’ beliefs and practical lives,
making them more reliant on God
and fearful of His immense powers.
Mark for (b) = 1 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
2 out of 8

How the candidate could have improved their answer

¢ (a) The candidate incorrectly identified the passage; they could have read the passage and its translation more
carefully to help them correctly identify it.

¢ (a) The response should have indicated the main theme each passage belongs to.
¢ (a) Each sub-theme should have been developed.
* (a) Several themes should have been discussed.

¢ (b) The same themes the candidate mentions in (a) should have been selected for (b) to show how each one of
them has significance for Muslims now. The candidate could have talked about their importance in the formation of
Muslims’ beliefs or their practical values in the everyday lives of Muslims.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

¢ (a) Not discussing the theme of the passage.
¢ (a) Paraphrasing the translation.
¢ (b) Giving some very basic suggestions about Muslims’ duties towards God.

13
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Question 2

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments
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n The candidate addresses the
question in the very first line; the
response opens with a description
of some characteristics of the
Qur’an, supported by a valid quote.

e Another quote supporting the
Qur’an’s position as a source of
authority.

o The candidate gives a brief
statement about the use of the
Qur’an in legislation followed by an
exception which tactfully introduces
Sunna as a source of law in Islam.

o The candidate demonstrates
mastery by presenting two different
quotes from the Qur’an and Hadith
to support the authority of Sunna as
a source of law.

o The response concludes the
introduction by firmly establishing
the fact that both sources form
the primary source of law-making
in Islam. To improve it further,
the candidate could have written
about some more characteristics
of the Qur’an and Hadith such as
the Qur’an being unchangeable
and unchallengeable and having
prevalence in case of a clash
between the two.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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@ The candidate then proceeds
to present examples of two sources
working together to formulate

laws. ‘Prayer’ is quoted as the first
of such examples. The response
also presents two quotes from the
Qur’an and Hadith in support of the
claim.

o The candidate presents a
second example of Hajj — made
obligatory by the Qur’an but the
rituals specified by Hadith —in a
very precise way.

e The candidate gives another
very strong example of the two
sources working together to
legislate rules of Halal and Haram
foods. This is presented with quotes
from the Qur’an.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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.....LL.A..v.;..". Lﬂ-s ‘.&mkﬁ,.....,am,..... .ﬁxa..fﬁ,!t}.g‘...amfmaamlzih ﬁ .
l.&“i.s.....,..'fa.k\”..... .évg.U%cﬁ&QFé, ) EC ..’f{,.g.xc.,.,ig.,..m.
m.;;..‘.‘,..y‘l&&.ni_\:. o :},,...,a,,.\....x,.o.zs.m...‘....Lagm;.“s.‘. .M.J(i.,ms.,.".é;xd...,

...... AR .\,&,.m.‘.mmx,cl. N1 {La‘r&:} ‘(ﬂxggah&gm! g
) . @ Finally, the response concludes
k.ﬁ.év% .. ..Y\..a.%. ;[tnf{,@ 1\6['.’.3» 5 qril.@[“éﬁsl‘ag r ﬁ.s( &.mg)., . with a strong example of rules

T{;«u ) V‘{ A 5. 9P B ‘,o‘}{ﬁ.,x...,,M;,h.g{th ..KA,‘s:y:,-;.;r.,gcm.,ali.m..,..,.. regarding zakat being driven from

both sources. A detailed Hadith is
:.,,xx.anx)z.g,é, ........ am.)f:,,... ’“gté«’t’\g‘\'\rcs( .(A{'.m..w,l;.a,m,.mé.l:w.;al:i..,.“.. also presented in support of it

z,ﬁkm&]a{.‘ . ﬁav&q%g Fhrcoree e .‘[e.\q,s, L’eﬁumg.}g .| Most of the examples used in this

o l,_) l @M » response relate to the Pillars of
i AT W -3 Lj‘ A U T Islam, the candidate could have

given some other examples such as
deduction of rules of inheritance or
punishment of some offences, using
Sunna in addition to the Qur’anic
injunctions.

Mark for (a) = 8 out of 10

L\d L% S\ CUN |
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

A2 L Wi L S now G ay L toce _wanve

[WWATEETN aha! °£ ;Pegcr é;; pgglglgmg

IYY—‘I‘ was \mnn‘bdm \ﬂD ﬂL I‘LI,‘J

{)an\\.\n\—_ \n-f_. “ﬂn‘f j’nuf/ Lin ror M\DO‘JA
v 7 . voE

AV, g Q110N 1 CXeevelve
T} Laend Q A Q 1‘3 g é’; Sg;ajl‘nﬂo
v {)"A’M'l o‘i’ goz\\ !"‘3 o1 ML

S 0 The significance of jjma
fawwmk} /| and giyas discussed here is not

’ \/\ el quh\qu Cnd  ame relevant. The question demands an
AT L . "hm sl T 1 o d example of either source along with
_ a0 oY T its significance.
Bn.v\@xmﬁ‘.c }L A0 Lo W S < N . TR A SN w\.,,‘ tY{, 1 )
N ) !E A EE | v . @ @ The answer actually begins
1 5 ' \ ; l T here when the candidate introduces
4 ; Gloa i .. .
WM“.&%@ a strong example of jjma in
g oy sy \’; e was  Aoer am Wik present times — the spacing in
RN \\ ; \%LM it Pel < pacriaf congregational prayers during the
AT B VAV poce. Toerebove Ao se Covid pandemic.
c;i‘- [ ‘g\r\.dh Rty s wkgw:‘L .
i 7 J . L. @ The candidate offers some
al b i\ s € - ; :
L ] T N N i evaluation here when they write
2 ekl Lh e . about the role of secondary sources
] ?‘*’ S e et lls bipne ia in solving problems arising out of
cricuce  aw\ Vecol mmde 3.9 the use of modern technology.

To improve the response, the
candidate could have specifically
written about the example chosen.
They could have shown how a very
important issue was resolved that
did not have any reference in any
of the primary sources and how
Muslims can discharge religious
obligations without feeling that they
are violating Islamic principles.
Mark for (b) = 3 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
11 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer

¢ (a) Some basic characteristics of the two sources could have been given.

¢ (a) The examples provided (showing the two sources working together) could have been more diverse and gone
beyond the scope of the Pillars of Islam.

¢ (b) The significance of the example of the use of jjma chosen by the candidate could have been developed.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments
2 (a) Write about the way in which the Qur an and Sunna are used lnilslamlc Law. \ 10]
w— i
(b) Give one example where using jma or giyas has been significant for Muslims today. 4]
). Quran S LVa book of B\\\Q.\n\\\c-\b\\t waosd ot Q\\Q.\« ______
w&\%‘““\&‘v Sesnanirabne BN ot low: gutan vos W 0 The introduction includes
i’ some general information about
be \cm\\ S BNGn 00 nes | eeheRs Nowst, Beones o “’* the Qur'an. The candidate could
Ly, Teshares code of We s Shemtic Sedx and have made it more specific and

e Q»m Q\QN\ W Gw\& S % SR Decan concentrated on the Qur’an
..................................................................................... aS a Source of IaW and the

uves v@weé ‘co Scochey- mo\nem“\eh characteristics related to that.

3% Veagnd. e S@QQ\ I wo®a U o The candidate briefly introduces
‘ Sunna as a source of law, along
------------------------- with some characteristics of it.

€ Drv\\\ ey owie® u\vo“-@am\ Qs W %vc an \3 %“?Q&g&

o 2. et and Sharte and ool ey Bobh ueseeg Nen,

0 The response talks about the
reason why Sunna supplements
the Qur’an which is a valid point.
However, there is no reference

to either the Qur’an or Hadith to
establish their authority as sources
of law in Islam.

Omooth f 2N wanen Con 2aMo* Yo alen, wing Co0

- N L N o The candidate proceeds to
WA 2t IR 200 20 el meien. SRR present examples of zakat to show

2O e the two sources working together
to formulate the rules of zakat.

Although the example is valid, it is

very simplistic, without any specific

information about any aspect

of zakat or any direct quotes to

support it.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

....................................................................................................................................... 6 The second example of prayers
MondTenemen Provee '\ dcee o one @ Pooges  esgiciadas, | IS Quite strong. The candidate

shows how the Qur’an makes it
LN LT\ .,E0 obligatory while Sunna provides
ede wy \weus W\cﬁ\\‘é\‘ﬂ\es 23R 0% SeRestdine Trsy ens details of how to perform it.

o . - .
A% QTSNS 2. 2ot AN S8 Damen L SoTRs Qevenin S e The response finishes with

SOSSY  aleot R oo b Quelfiesed | ore dode wamen W Qotan a strong point establishing the
""""" ultimate authority of the Qur’an and
e . st e RN B Sunna supplementing it. To further
SR G ........ et see et et trs e e e et improve the response, strong
examples from different aspects of
the lives of Muslims were needed
..... e | 10 ShOW Where the Qur’an and
9). Ot R0 SN Secondeny | BOIES Stiaus: W cead Sunna are used together to create
‘ N a comprehensive code of conduct.
----------- For example, rules governing food,
Bor  coaitiend \eoded, Fox Cramde Qu-oe  Sak Mnons & | marriages, inheritance, and crimes.
N ‘ Mark for (a) = 5 out of 10

LIDESIRNR. | S2INR0I Sivgh. e SRS o RN ShepTceny
DR SRTROIG . e ORI neh 9% \ :

Amoooedg o 0% \ows: Tese s oy Ttoger Process YO owweyiie 0 The candidate presents a
LW Reod Be saeied o%b\mf‘?;-\w Croaest W e valid example of giyas declaring
. @ ' Censorem e modern-day drugs illegal. However,
% ., . . .
LSRN AN SN DT E T NS eommen  Ysehem ey . no evaluation is presented to show
TR L 2o SCARe RS WREA L A0 U e sad Ma Wede how it is significant for Muslims.

........................................................ e The deta“s Of the Constituent
R \mesore N 35 Wndr W loain walraied? oo W Neseenis ek elements of giyas or the procedure
involved are not relevant. The
candidate should have written about
the importance of this example
instead.
Mark for (b) = 2 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
7 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer

* (a) The candidate should have quoted references from the Qur’an and Hadith to show the authority of the two
primary sources.

* (a) Some characteristics of the Qur'an and Sunna could have been given.
¢ (a) More examples of the two sources working together to formulate laws could have been provided.

¢ (b) The response should have focused more on the question, which demanded an example of either of the two
secondary sources and the significance of that example.

¢ (b) The candidate could have discussed how the declaration of modern drugs haram, using giyas, has been
significant for Muslims.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — low

(a) Write about the way in which the Qur'an and Sunna are used in Islamic Law. [10]
(b) Give one example where using jjma or giyas has been significant for Muslims today. [4]
ot Xhe a&(\\stbmgmvﬁ)z%%w\lfuf’-cm
b'\}\c.()rnr_bu_oé&mn&,w\nmﬂm esmrenkse
ke gxcatel '\'\«wb‘cfam—\'\kaem\;&m

(‘)fom\s‘tsﬁm‘/r(%cholql\\f\cwc_.. LT PR ~-7 [

Lucan....alse

c\r‘t..}(c,.:(:ﬂ‘\.’\’cfuﬂ\ ..... e W “‘e

ST S NN | SR WS el €5 X 7 S

AN A S M,

B YSTC SOy N BOPEN VPSN S P Ut S A o T P
YR e AT \ " O PD N, AN ST
‘ ....Q.fs.k&.e.«.:....iel:......
S Y S i L ettt e L
attaskem o\ Nera A Chowslel s LNVX S

\\/\..Haal'lc__lf\‘((’jl:&LSfexggrc o i\ s

o ND.6..00000 )

SV \&%“X\)mu ...... {'fofft&fm»v— ..... Xhao v,

....... L L eanahen, mkencc;wmmibmko&a\mm
P OSENRE L ONE cotaeon .. BNk

~dosean A

o Ceopvex? 3 adse Sosse Oeeeel 3
e e g«oocﬁu R =N SN \t\O\QQ“\mm\N

Examiner comments

c The response begins with a
description of the historical use of
Sunna supported by a Hadith.

e A quote from the Qur’an is
presented to support the authority of
Sunna. This is quite relevant.

e The candidate moves directly
to the example of the Qur’an and
Sunna working together to give
Muslims regulations regarding
zakat. The example is quite well
described containing some quotes
from the Qur’an and Hadith and
laying down the rules of zakat.

The response is accurate and
relevant, however very brief.
Substantially more information could
have been included to improve it
such as a definition of each source,
different characteristics, and a
range of examples showing both
the sources working together. The
response is partial as the Qur’an is
not discussed at all.

Mark for (a) = 3 out of 10

o The candidate describes
the general significance of jjma
whereas the question demands
an example of using one of

the secondary sources and the
significance of that example.

o The candidate continues to talk
further about the significance of
jjma.

Mark for (b) = 1 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
4 out of 14
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How the candidate could have improved their answer

(a) The candidate could have given a comprehensive account of the Qur'an and Sunna working together as a
source of legislation in Islam.

(a) The candidate could have given more general information about each source, for example, where does the
authority to use them come from?

(a) The candidate could have given more examples covering the basic pillars in Islam and matters of social life
where the Qur’an and Sunna work together to formulate laws.

(b) The candidate should have provided a specific example of the use of either jima or giyas in recent times.
(b) The significance of that example for Muslims could have been discussed.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

(a) Not providing enough detail.

(a) Giving a very brief response.

(a) Focusing solely on Sunna.

(a) Not giving information about the Qur’an, its characteristics, or its position as a source of authority.
(b) Not understanding the question.

(b) Giving emphasis on the significance of ijjma.

(b) Not discussing the example and significance of it.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Question 3

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

3 (a) Outline the main events from the Prophet's night journey and ascension (al-isra wal-mi’raj).
- [10]

(b) Inwhatway did this event give hope to the Prophet (pbuh)? [4]
Mowr Heedeotin ST ive, Sk Poornals. tinle230d ke Ve
ﬂé\ri-dr ownd e Worwalole grpexence. oX. Soad w e Ure. e Tt

« N ~
@) red m nth Sones anddank bavn sk sonk i in

O 2604 Lapel S e L0 g ) proghelleod

La,:&a(f\_og\\ﬂ‘m-?)\ wdnk. Yo (e @mb&‘& wdle-bhavean ond
QM\Q.\»M o oliam . wlint e 008ned s etk ave)
Linadned e s B zam2.000. bt
M Dl OuBfled U8 Lodean™ 8 0 hanndnae Otvas
wwv\&)&mmhawaled YO oS ne o AN
sudn. 08 Ywatlea At 8o e ondue \@\av%m (prgveqaion

R TS e '....mmgxeﬁ\..%&\w oid.s s Voue. dasdson e (D).

BalTbel ke Syl m&nmmﬂb«mx&euvumwhmwei
MVC%WLMWQL\S- Tt ok St Ruvaoy. and was

Aakun ek e \avens shte. e e ek all The prophaks

L(psyns;u o W\M nepdeored U, prdphek. ond congreddatid
b 60 prophel’ ok teden 1o Sidvab—ul- muntibs. (T tuls
e o esheandifed (i vt el kon dhp 20 ot

0 The candidate provides a

brief introduction, describing the
circumstances faced by the Prophet
(pbuh) before he went on the night
journey, to open the response.

o The candidate gives definitions
of al-isra and wal-mi’raj prior to the
narration of actual events.

o Date and year of the
occurrence is present.

o The description of the journey
begins with details of the Prophet’s
encounter with Angel Jibril that
night.

e The candidate talks about
how the Prophet (pbuh) arrived at
Jerusalem and led congregational
prayer of all the previous prophets.
To improve the response, the
candidate could have given more
details of Buraq’s description or
precise events of the journey
between Makka and Jerusalem.

e The candidate discusses the
incident of presentation of milk and
wine, with a supporting quote.

0 The candidate proceeds to the
second part of the journey which

is the ascension. There is a list of
all the prophets that the Prophet
(pbuh) met with. The details are
quite limited. For improvement,
some well-known historical
accounts describing these meetings
could have been written about.

22
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

Sl sy AWAS bran. o2 Mwﬁl&«g andpayese
IO 200 \t o). et Vi Adie v 2l eplanis. ears.. e

M"?J\WM\JQ\:\A e teee T yyeugd cod on U oA ve X0 o The narrative is becoming quite

q't elaborate now. A comprehensive
account of the meeting of the
Prophet (pbuh) with God is given
here mentioning Sidra tul Muntaha,
and Rafraf showing a good
command of knowledge.

i Y Teamphel adss. 15 d.... @) © he candidate gives more

: insight into the Prophet’s meeting
BN}W}WMUYMW&GW%&MW\JWQS wsild M‘Ja& : with different angels as well as a
description of Heaven and Hell
and Bait a Mamur. The detail and
accuracy is very good.

¥ &

Vi e A KON 70 L VL i O W oo

@ The response ends with
information about the reaction
of the Makkans and Abu Bakr’s
support once the Prophet (pbuh)
returned from his journey. It is

a comprehensive and detailed
account of the event, with lots of
references quoted from reliable
historical resources, divided into
several paragraphs, in the right
chronological order.

Mark for (a) = 9 out of 14

desunlelf o Mg fotvened. im Bodl v d pmaandd 1y
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments

SR

N ava JnrM WPl b e ng hope.dn theprophal
W 8.ty Tk Hilh bocl cacitioed. i . Lo A m%@m@
’\’/]-L]?YD—W WKJJMWM I W umportance.: #ﬂ:/;u:w abtoh s lhod
XUNYIN by Dnompbed.. e bod 2 dive o) ma ki, . w) .L.l..l:....é\.u....l.{?xd..@
MWM/\A@ vanted ko sheao. lw,pe«pum« Qg L
0wu/@ pnben MM = MWQMW ﬂm(70] U?/Jﬂ%
udhumo’

0 The candidate begins the
response claiming that the Prophet
(pbuh) got hope as God showed
him how important he was. The
answer proceeds to give three
pieces of evidence to support his
claim.

@ The candidate presents several
reasons to support their claim that
the journey filled the Prophet’s
heart with hope. For example, the
Prophet (pbuh) being the only one
to have a direct meeting with God,
leading all the prophets in prayer
and the miraculous journey itself, in
times of trial and tribulation.

To gain higher marks, the
candidate should have given a
more developed explanation of the
last point which does not specify
anything to substantiate the claim
made.

Mark for (b) = 3 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
12 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer

¢ (a) The events of al-isra or the journey to Jerusalem could have been given in more detail.
¢ (a) The candidate should have chosen fewer events and gone into detail, rather than writing about too many.

¢ (b) The claims made should have been substantiated with some evidence.
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

3 (a) Outline the main events from the Prophet's night journey and ascension (al-isra wal-mi’raj).
[10]

(b) inwhat way did this event give hope to the Prophet (pbuh)?

14}

A0 .. K.l of-.... Had . beda. s
Harith Al Telih....... .. ogpfal 2. toces.. shessedh.......
MW@Q&?« ........ .. merted We..... .
sene.of..gpoail.. a< . bl fved oo

bottt B feadd . OF . .. Clan. ond = peghe Ll E ...

Phgucliall).. bt JOgphOBH ..o i .

% ...... ﬂ&@r;& ..... @oco//my/ﬂé’owﬂ/hﬁ

ndp. /ﬂo/—w&%béu S . b
Ohe. by

Lha. hipht.. . aege ... ... pmtiaed, . debore....
MM%;W;Z&W/%Q%?@M

O —ler . fet.nBh .. A erzed..

iked. WWWM oo 3. Burg ...
M Anfﬂ(qwmz//w:/m% WJI/MLS/Z/’/G
e Zamaion..dock. b, do..He. Badhedd.... ...
. .. do... Magjillw ez Agsa... dallesd... prophet 7.
Sead . Seger  bo. M of. K. prapbids. #ue.
DY e Mecrd . ka. VB on. 2ed M.

g [P e L6 W ...ottia KA. om ...
St Mol Plaroen...... Hen.. %ﬁw took. Heplet
/%///‘ﬁgdﬁlf-—/%wfﬂwf } %% Jocoo. .
.................. o, 1wl MWM/\%/W
M. S IEYL . 1P .. G Plika, Stomins.

a The candidate gives a

brief summary of the hardships
encountered by the Prophet

(pbuh) before his night journey, as
a background of the event. The
date and year of the event and the
Prophet’s precise activities on the
night of this journey could have
made the beginning more thorough.

Q The response then sums

up Angel Jibril’s meeting with

the Prophet (pbuh) along with a
narration of the opening of the

heart event as well as travel to
Jerusalem on Buraq. To improve the
response, a comprehensive account
of Buraq’s description, details of

the journey between the cities of
Makka and Jerusalem, the incident
of presentation of milk and wine to
the Prophet (pbuh) could have been
included.

e The response quickly runs
through meetings with different
prophets. For higher marks, details
of these meetings (all found in well-
known historical accounts) could
have been given.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

S hl. ﬂ@n%ﬁm i, prmphet Y syet....
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o The candidate provides some
details of the Prophet’s experience
at Bait e Mamur and Sidra tul
Muntaha, which is quite relevant
and accurate.

6 The candidate narrates well,
the particulars of the Prophet’s
meeting with God, the gift of 50
prayers given to him, and the
subsequent request of Moses to
have them reduced.

e The response finishes with

a brief account of the Makkan’s
reaction to the journey and Abu
Bakr’s support for the Prophet
(pbuh). It is a well-written account
of the miraculous journey of the
Prophet (pbuh), divided into several
paragraphs, each focusing on

a certain aspect of the journey.
However, some details are
imprecise. Many well-known events,
narrated in very reliable historical
accounts, are missing. This detail
could have helped the candidate to
be awarded higher marks.

Mark for (a) = 6 out 10

o The candidate talks about
the Prophet (pbuh) learning about
God’s omniscience but neither
relates it to hope, nor specifies
which part of the journey helped
him realise that. This makes the
argument less persuasive.

6 In the next two paragraphs, the
candidate offers some evaluation
when they argue how the Prophet
(pbuh) became aware of God’s help
and His omnipotence as a result of
this journey. To further improve the
answer, the candidate could have
written about how this awareness
impacted his life.

Mark for (b) = 2 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
8 out of 14
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How the candidate could have improved their answer

* (a) The candidate could have included more facts about the night journey and added detail on the facts chosen.
¢ (a) The candidate could have quoted references from sources of authority or historical accounts of the event.
¢ (b) The candidate could have provided stronger evidence in support of the claims made.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

¢ (@) Not including enough detail.

¢ (a) Some of the incidents mentioned were too brief.

* (a) Not giving quotes.

¢ (b) Not providing evidence to show how the journey taught lessons to the Prophet (pbuh) — how that happened or
how His personality or mission benefited from that.
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Question 4

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

4 (a) Wirite about the events of the migration to Abyssinia by some of the early Muslims. [10]

(b} What might be learned from the way the Muslims were freated in Abyssinia? 4]

W\R&memme[yam@umkwﬁekwm ............
e Qa\/r\\)f/l s ﬁe rusdind hocded & plesce. 70 bebes i
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G The candidate presents
substantial information about the
background of the migration, the
place and date in the introductory
paragraph. To improve the answer,
the candidate could have referred to
Sura Zummr.

e The details of the first group
are highly accurate, such as the
accurate number of immigrants and
important personalities involved.
For higher marks, the candidate
could have quoted the Prophet’s
sayings lauding ‘Uthman and his
wife for being one of the first Muslim
migrants. The precise details of the
escape route and the Makkan’s
chase are details that are also
absent.

o The candidate mentions the
reason for the return of the first
group of immigrants, but this is very
brief. To develop this, the candidate
should have referenced Sura Najm
and the incident of the Makkans
prostrating.

o Details of the second migration
are relevant and accurate.

6 The response focuses on the
events that followed the arrival of
the Makkan delegate in the Court of
King Negus, the attempted bribery
and the levelling of accusations
against Muslims. To be more
precise, the candidate could have
given the names of delegates and
the details of gifts offered by them.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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G The candidate gives a detailed
description of events that followed,
when Muslims appeared before
King Negus.

0 The candidate quotes the
speech made by Jaffar on behalf
of Muslims, making the response
detailed and extensive.

@ The candidate gives details

of the reading of Sura Maryam by
Jaffar and the subsequent response
of King Negus in detail.

@ The candidate displays mastery
by narrating the incident of the
second attempt by the Makkans to
manipulate the Abyssinians through
allegations against Muslims.

@ The response finishes with a
description of the final outcome,
whereby Muslims were permitted to
stay in Abyssinia.

Mark for (a) = 8 out of 10
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued Examiner comments
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0 The response begins with
suggestions of some lessons
Muslims can learn. This is exactly
what the question asks for. Making
reference to the question, at the
start can help candidates remain
focused and relevant.

@ Mentioning ‘religious
discrimination’ clearly shows the
candidate’s understanding of the
issue under discussion.

The candidate goes even further
and recommends not disrespecting
people on the basis of their religious
affiliations.

@ The candidate makes another
strong suggestion about not
prosecuting people for who they
are. Both lessons mentioned are
very valid. However, the response
would have been better if the
candidate had given an example of
such behaviour from present day
times.

Mark for (b) = 3 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
11 out of 14

How the candidate could have improved their answer

¢ (a) The candidate could have given more details about each aspect of the event, particularly those that occurred at
the very beginning. Facts about the first migration for example, how the migrants escaped, why they came back,
and the circumstances of the second migration, could have been more detailed.

¢ (a) The candidate could have used quotations from the Qur’an or historical accounts.

¢ (b) The candidate could have elaborated on the lessons mentioned.

¢ (b) The candidate could have included a real-life example of the behaviour suggested.
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

4

(a) Wnite about the events of the migration to Abyssinia by some of the early Muslims. [10]

(b) What might be learned from the way the Muslims were treated in Abyssinia? [4]
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n The candidate begins the
response in a very impressive way
by giving the background of the
event along with a strong quote
from the Qur’an in relation to it.

e The response sums up both the
migrations in one brief paragraph.
Substantial information regarding
dates, names and circumstances

of migrations are missing. There
are some obvious inaccuracies too,
such as confusing some details

with the migration to Madina and
mentioning ‘Uthman in the second

group.

o The candidate moves straight
to the events of the Makkan
delegates demanding the return
of Muslims. The details of why
and how the first batch of Muslims
came back, along with details of
the second bath could have made
the response more comprehensive.
The candidate could also have
mentioned precise details of the
Makkan delegates and quoted the
demands made by them or their
activities in Abyssinia.

e The candidate gives details of
the Muslim response in the Court of
King Negus, quoting a brief excerpt
from the speech made by Jaffar.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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e The response presents two
relevant and accurate quotes,
throwing light on King Negus’
positive reaction in favour of
Muslims followed by permission to
stay. Circumstances surrounding
these statements have not been
mentioned. The candidate could
have given details of how the
Makkans made several attempts
to get Muslims expelled. The
candidate has presented several
highly accurate and relevant quotes
from the Qur’an and historical
accounts, but details of events
are either imprecise or missing
altogether.

Mark for (a) = 5 out of 10

e The candidate writes about ‘not
persecuting the minorities’ which

is a very good evaluation, but it is
isolated and brief. The candidate
could have linked it to the good
treatment of Muslims and then
further shown how to replicate it in
modern world.

0 Again, the candidate makes
another good suggestion about
giving minorities permission ‘to fulfil
religious obligations’, however, an
example such as open access given
to Sikh pilgrims in Pakistan, through
the Kartarpur corridor, could have
improved the response further.
Mark for (b) = 2 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
7 out of 14
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How the candidate could have improved their answer

* (a) The candidate could have narrated the facts related to the two migrations separately, for example, the
circumstances of each of them, the number of people involved, and the important personalities.

¢ (a) The candidate should have included quotations to illustrate the information.
¢ (a) The candidate could have given the reasons for the return of the first group.

* (a) The candidate could have developed the role of the Makkan delegates by giving, their names, the bribes
offered, and the attempts made by them to get Muslims expelled.

* (a) The candidate could have more evenly distributed facts and quotes.

* (b) The candidate could have referred to the question in the very beginning and referenced the Abyssinians’ good
behaviour towards the Muslims.

¢ (b) The candidate could have deduced the principles of good treatment from it.
¢ (b) Some examples to show how these principles could be copied could have been given.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

¢ (a) Not giving information regarding dates, names, and circumstances of the two migrations.
¢ (a) Not providing details of individual events.

¢ (a) Some candidates gave highly accurate and relevant quotes from the Qur’an and gave historical accounts but
actual details for events were either imprecise or missing altogether.

¢ (b) Some candidates did not address the question directly, just gave a few suggestions about how to treat
minorities.

¢ (b) Not giving an example to show how the good treatment of Muslims can be limited in present times.
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Question 5

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

5 (a) Write about the lives of ‘Umar and’‘Uthman during the lifetime of the Prophet (pbuh). [10]

(b) What lessons can be learned from ‘Uthman'’s life befbre he became Caliph? 4]
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0 The response begins with
a narration of some common
events from the lives of the two
personalities.

e The candidate begins with
some details of ‘Umar’s background
and life before Islam. Other precise
details of him being literate, an
expert orator and a wrestler, could
have also been added.

0 The candidate gives the
Prophet’s prayer for ‘Umar’s
conversion and the events of his
conversion in detail.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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0 The candidate proceeds to
narrate the impact of his conversion
on the Muslims of Makka and ends
with information about his Makkan
life and the incident of his migration
to Madina.

e This part of the response
gives a very generic statement
about ‘Umar participating in all
battles. For further improvement,
his contributions in the battles
fought in Madina could have been
highlighted.

The response now goes into
considerable detail as the candidate
talks about ‘Umar’s title and quotes
the Prophet’s words praising him.

G The events of ‘Umar’s life end
with some general information
about his role in the preparations for
the Tabuk expedition and another
quote from the Prophet (pbuh)
praising him. The candidate could
also have written about the events
of his life surrounding the Treaty of
Hudaybiyya and his reaction to the
terms of the treaty. Similarly, his
strong reaction at the time of the
Prophet’s demise could also have
been mentioned.

e The response on ‘Uthman
begins with a very brief fact about
his life before Islam, mentioning
only that he was a cloth merchant.
The candidate could have started
the response by talking about his
parents, tribe and upbringing.

9 The story of ‘Uthman’s
conversion to Islam is detailed.
The addition of detail about the
persecutions faced by him after his
conversion could have made the
response more comprehensive.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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@ The two migrations made by
‘Uthman are very briefly mentioned.

0 An important service of
‘Uthman for Muslims is mentioned,
along with the Prophet’s quote
praising him.

@ The details of ‘Uthman’s
marriages to two of the Prophet’s
daughters, earning him the title
of ‘possessor of two lights’ is very
relevant and accurate.

@ The response finishes with

a description of further acts of
generosity by ‘Uthman and another
quote of the Prophet (pbuh) in
praise of him. The candidate could
also have mentioned his role as
an envoy on behalf of Muslims

to the Makkans, prior to Treaty of
Hudaybiyya and Bait e Ridwan,

as well as during the farewell
pilgrimage of the Prophet (pbuh).
Mark for (a) = 8 out of 10

m The candidate refers to
different events from the life of
‘Uthman and makes the following
three suggestions about what

can be learned from them: ‘to

be steadfast to Allah’ ‘treat their
significant to other[s] nicely’ and
‘be generous like him’. All of these
suggestions are very valid and
demonstrate the candidate’s ability
to evaluate. However, elaboration
on how Muslims can emulate these
teachings in their own lives would
have improved the response.

Mark for (b) = 3 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
11 out of 14
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How the candidate could have improved their answer

* (a) The candidate could write about details of the personal lives of the two Companions such, their tribes, parents,
upbringing, personal qualities, and life before Islam.

¢ (a) The candidate could develop the roles played by ‘Umar and ‘Uthman in the battles fought by Muslims in
Madina, and the Treaty of Hudaybiyya.

¢ (b) The candidate should have given some examples of how to follow the lessons learned from ‘Uthman’s life.
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

5 (a) Write about the lives of ‘Umar and ‘Uthman during the lifetime of the Prophet (pbuh). [10]

(b) What lessons can be learned from ‘Uthman's life before he became Caliph? [4]
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giving brief facts about how ‘Umar
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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e The response then proceeds
to give information about ‘Umar’s
personal relations with the Prophet
(pbuh), who married ‘Umar’s
daughter. There is narration of an
incident showing ‘Umar’s love and
devotion for the Prophet (pbuh).
The response is in the form of

an extended essay, covering
different events from the life of
‘Umar. However, the information

is scattered and isolated. Some
events are too brief while many are
missing altogether, such as his role
in battles fought by the Muslims, his
role in the Treaty of Hudaybiyya,
and the Prophet’s demise.

o The candidate keeps the focus
on the personal life of ‘Uthman
from the beginning and provides
particulars about his marriage

to the Prophet’s daughter and
migration to Abyssinia as well

as her subsequent death. Some
details of his financial life are also
present. To improve the response
further, the candidate could have
started the response with details of
‘Uthman’s family, tribe and earlier
life. His conversion to Islam and the
persecutions faced by him are not
mentioned either.

39




Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
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0 The candidate writes about
some details of acts of generosity
by ‘Uthman, along with his title:
‘Ghani’.

o The response finishes with the
narration of an important event.
‘Uthman escorted the Prophet’s
wives on the farewell pilgrimage.
The part of this response dealing
with ‘Uthman’s life focused on a
very few aspects of it; important
events such as his participation in
battles have not been discussed at
all. Similarly, there was no mention
of his significant role in Treaty of
Hudaybiyya and Bait e Ridwan.
Mark for (a) = 6 out of 10

e The whole response consists
of two simple suggestions based on
the lessons learned from ‘Uthman’s
life, that is to ‘be generous’ and

to ‘be charitable’. The candidate
could have made a brief reference
to some relevant precise events
from ‘Uthman’s life and drawn
some lessons from them and
demonstrated how Muslims can
imitate those lessons in their own
lives.

Mark for (b) = 2 out of 4

Total mark awarded =
8 out of 14
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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 1

How the candidate could have improved their answer

(a) The candidate could have started the response with the particulars of the personal and pre-Islamic lives of each
Companion, then followed the events of their lives in Makka and, finally, in Madina.

(a) The candidate should have given precise information about their respective roles in each event of Islamic
history.

(b) The response could have begun with a brief reference to the key events of ‘Uthman’s life in order to show some
of his strong personal traits.

(b) The candidate should have discussed how those traits can be emulated by Muslims now.

(b) The candidate could have exemplified the traits.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

(a) Some candidates did not give precise personal information (name, parents, tribe, profession, traits) or the
details of ‘Umar and ‘Uthman’s lives before Islam.

(a) Some candidates mentioned events but did not provide substantial details.
(a) Some candidates gave very brief information on ‘Uthman and only covered a few aspects of his life.

(a) Some candidates either did not write or wrote very briefly about the two Companions in different battles, the
Treaty of Hudaybiyya, the farewell pilgrimage and at the time of the demise of the Prophet (pbuh).

(b) Some candidates did not provide examples to show how present-day Muslims could follow the qualities
demonstrated by ‘Uthman.
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