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The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge IGCSE / IGCSE (9–1) First 
Language English 0500 / 0990, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) 
relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives. Some question types where the answer is clear from the 
mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice, have therefore been omitted.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from the November 2021 exam series to exemplify a range of 
answers. 

For each question, the response is annotated with a clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or not 
awarded. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way, it is 
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their 
answers. There is also a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for each question. Please also 
refer to the November 2021 Examiner Report for further detail and guidance.

The questions and mark schemes used here are available to download from the School Support Hub. These files are: 

0500 November 2021 Question Paper 12
0500 November 2021 Mark Scheme 12

0500 November 2021 Insert 12

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub:

www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Introduction

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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Typesetting instructions: 

1. Update master pages: A-Master and C-Master to show correct 
paper number, subject and syllabus code. 

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•  The candidate could have checked back through their responses to the higher mark part-questions, e.g. (d)(ii) – (f) 

to ensure that someone who had not read the text would understand precisely and accurately the ideas included in 
their answer.

•  (f) The candidate could have looked for links between ideas to help organise their answer more efficiently as they 
planned their route through their answer, to help them improve both the overall concision and to demonstrate an 
overview.

This section explains how the candidate could 
have improved each answer. This helps you to 
interpret the standard of Cambridge exams and 
helps your learners to refine their exam technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• Some candidates did not pay attention to the guidance offered in each task: they needed to take careful note of key 

instructions such as paragraph references and the instruction to use their own words which are designed to help 
them demonstrate their understanding.

• Candidates offered lengthy explanations and / or full sentences to parts (a) – (e). They needed to remember that 
these questions are not assessed for writing and can be answered as if simply responding to the question orally.

Lists the common mistakes candidates made 
in answering each question. This will help your 
learners to avoid these mistakes and give them 
the best chance of achieving the available marks.

Often candidates were not awarded 
marks because they misread or 
misinterpreted the questions. 

How to use this booklet
This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you a high-, middle- and low-level response for 
each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the candidate answers, and in 
the right-hand column are the examiner comments. 

Examiner comments are 
alongside the answers. These 
explain where and why marks 
were awarded. This helps you 
to interpret the standard of 
Cambridge exams so you can 
help your learners to refine 
their exam technique.

Answers are by real candidates in exam conditions. 
These show you the types of answers for each level.
Discuss and analyse the answers with your learners in 
the classroom to improve their skills.
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

1  The candidate efficiently 
identifies two of the three early 
types of bicycle listed at the start of 
the text.

Mark for (a) = 1 out of 1

2  The candidate’s explanation 
offers meanings of both ‘curious’ 
and ‘transformations’ as used in the 
text.

Mark for (b)(i) = 2 out of 2

3  The candidate provides 
meanings for both ‘carefully’ and 
‘straddled’ and clearly and precisely 
explains this in their answer.

Mark for (b)(ii) = 2 out of 2

4  The candidate considers both 
explicit and implicit ideas in the 
third paragraph to offer two distinct 
reasons why people might not have 
wanted to ride on the Velocipede.

Mark for (c) = 2 out of 2

5  The candidate makes good use 
of the bullets here to clearly and 
efficiently identify two features of 
the Penny-farthing that made it look 
different from previous bicycles.

Mark for (d)(i) = 2 out of 2

6  The candidate identifies two 
relevant points in relation to the 
chain drive and to the bicycle 
being perceived as safe, but is not 
awarded full marks.

Mark for (d)(ii) = 2 out of 3

1

2

3

4

5

6
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

7  The candidate offers two 
relevant points: comparative cost 
to other forms of transport and 
perceived health benefits. However, 
the implied point in relation to 
nuclear power is not understood.

Mark for (e) = 2 out of 3

8  The candidate plans the ideas 
they intend to use beforehand, 
which allows them to identify a 
potentially wide range of relevant 
ideas.

9  The opening lines of the 
candidate’s answer make just one 
relevant point: that Denise faced 
physical setbacks.

7

8

9
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

10 The candidate touches on 
points 5 and 11 in their answer, but 
they miss the opportunity to link 
them together for concision.

11 The text presents the long 
periods of climbing as a particular 
challenge during the prestigious 
mountain tour only. Similarly, the 
changeable nature of the weather 
during the tour is another aspect of 
that same challenge according to 
the text. Here, the candidate’s 
answer only refers generally to 
‘harsh weather conditions’. By 
making no reference to the context 
of the tour, the candidate incorrectly 
suggests that these are day-to-day 
challenges for Denise.

12 The candidate does not 
communicate potentially relevant 
ideas here clearly or fully. 

13 The end of the candidate’s 
answer is well focused and concise, 
with five relevant ideas in just these 
last few lines.

14 Overall, the candidate’s answer 
is mostly focused and offers 
evidence of understanding of a 
good range of relevant ideas. They 
use their own words and there is 
some concision. 

Mark for (f) = 12 out of 15     
Reading Level 4                       
Writing Level 3                                                                  

Total mark awarded = 25 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•  The candidate could have checked back through their responses to the higher mark part questions, e.g. (d)(ii) –

(f) to ensure that someone who had not read the text before would understand precisely and accurately the ideas
included in their answer.

•  (f) The candidate could have looked for links between ideas to help organise their answer more efficiently as they
planned their route through their answer, to help them improve both the overall concision and to demonstrate an
overview.

10

11

12

13

14
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

1  The candidate reads on further 
into the text than they need to, 
in order to identify two examples 
of early types of bicycle. These 
alternative names for Stridewalkers 
and Velocipedes from later in the 
text can be awarded the mark.

Mark for (a) = 1 out of 1

2  The candidate’s answer 
demonstrates sufficient 
understanding of the meaning 
of ‘curious’ (intriguing) and of 
‘transformations’ (as the creation of 
new forms of bicycle) and they are 
awarded both marks.

Mark for (b)(i) = 2 out of 2

3  The candidate does not 
understand the meaning of the 
phrase.

Mark for (b)(ii) = 0 out of 2

4  The candidate identifies two 
relevant reasons why people may 
not have wanted to ride on the 
Velocipede.

Mark for (c) = 2 out of 2

5  The candidate identifies two 
features of the Penny-farthing 
that made it look different from 
previous bicycles, using the bullets 
in the response area to help them 
organise their ideas.

Mark for (d)(i) = 2 out of 2

6  The candidate’s explanation 
correctly identifies three distinct 
reasons for the Safety Bicycle’s 
popularity in the 1890s.

Mark for (d)(ii) = 3 out of 3

1

2

3

4

5

6
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

7  The candidate offers only 
one reason from paragraphs 6 
and 7 of the text in the first part of 
their answer, losing focus on the 
paragraphs after that.

Mark for (e) = 1 out of 3

7
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

8 The candidate covers the 
physical effects of Denise’s 
childhood accident in the first 
line of their answer, but they then 
repeat this information later in the 
paragraph, leading to some excess.

9 The candidate’s answer touches 
on relevant ideas related to other 
people’s perceptions of Denise. For 
example, the doubts that she could 
be an elite cyclist and society’s 
interpretation of physical perfection 
according to the text. 

10 The candidate demonstrates 
some understanding of the particular 
challenge of having to face ‘strong 
fluctuations’ in the weather, although 
their answer does not make it 
clear that this was on one specific 
occasion. 

11 The candidate’s answer works 
through the text in chronological 
order and as a result lists ideas 
rather than linking them. 

12 The candidate only offers 
one point in the whole of this final 
paragraph.

13 The candidate’s answer is 
partially effective. They show some 
evidence of a selection of relevant 
ideas and understanding, although 
they lose focus on occasion and 
there is some excess. Their writing 
is generally clear and the candidate 
makes an attempt to use their own 
words throughout.

Mark for (f) = 9 out of 15        
Reading Level 3                        
Writing Level 2                                 

Total mark awarded = 
20 out of 30

8

9

10

11

12

13
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
• (c) Trying to write in full sentences when not required to do so added unnecessarily to the challenge for this

candidate and, at times, potentially diluted their evidence of understanding. For example, in (c) if they had offered
the two separate ideas rather than attempting to link them in a sentence, this would have offered more secure
evidence of understanding.

• (e) The candidate needed to pay attention to the guidance in individual questions to help them access higher
marks in the comprehension task. For example, in (e) they needed to base their answer wholly on the section of
text identified in the question.

• (f) The candidate needed to plan a route through their answer beforehand, rather than relying on the order of ideas
as they occurred in the text, which could have helped them focus more, and would have offered a wider range of
relevant ideas within their response as a whole.
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

1  The candidate offers the first 
two examples of early types of 
bicycle from the text.

Mark for (a) = 1 out of 1

2  The candidate explains the 
meaning of ‘transformations’, 
however, they do not address the 
word ‘curious’.

Mark for (b)(i) = 1 out of 2

3  The word ‘Straddled’ is used 
in the text to refer to the action of 
placing one leg either side of the 
Stridewalker before pushing off with 
the feet to set the wheels in motion. 
The candidate does not understand 
the precise meaning of ‘carefully 
straddled’.

Mark for (b)(ii) = 0 out of 2

4  Rather than giving two reasons, 
the candidate identifies from the text 
some material that could be relevant 
in an answer. The first bullet of their 
answer shows they understand that 
this explicit detail of design might 
have been off-putting to potential 
riders of the Velocipede. However, 
in their second bullet, the candidate 
does not show that they understand 
that the Velocipede was the first 
bicycle to have pedals.

Mark for (c) = 1 out of 2

5  The candidate’s answer does 
not address the question. The 
question asks for ‘features of the 
Penny-farthing’ that made it look 
different from previous bicycles.

Mark for (d)(i) = 0 out of 2

6  Rather than using the text in the 
explanation, the candidate‘s answer 
relies on copying out a potentially 
relevant selection. By doing so, 
the candidate uses up all of their 
response space without targeting all 
three marks.

Mark for (d)(ii) = 2 out of 3

1

2

3

4

5

6
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

7  The candidate does not 
demonstrate any evidence of their 
understanding of relevant ideas 
from the text.

Mark for (e) = 0 out of 3

8  The candidate’s limited 
expression in the opening lines 
of this answer affects their 
communication of ideas. The copied 
phrase from the text does not seem 
to be understood by the candidate. 

9  The candidate is tracking 
through the text trying to reword the 
material, but they lose sight of the 
focus of the task (challenges). 

10  The candidate’s answer is too 
vague to evidence close reading of 
any relevant ideas in the text and 
may also suggest misreading since 
Text B does not include reference to 
‘good’ comments. 

11  The candidate shows some 
understanding that their own words 
are required, but this attempt to 
reword line 9 of Text B shows no 
evidence that they understand any 
relevant ideas.

7

8

9

10

11
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

12 This is the candidate’s first 
clear idea in the response, that 
attitudes to appearance presented a 
challenge for Denise.
13 The candidate seems to 

misread here. In Text B, the point 
carries over from line 12 to 13, 
explaining that Denise was the first 
female paracyclist to complete the 
tour. 
14 The candidate is lifting phrases 

from the text with limited focus on 
the task. 

15 The candidate suggests that 
improvement being a slow process 
and learning how to use her 
prosthetic leg are both challenges 
for Denise, although evidence of 
the candidate’s understanding is not 
secure. 

16 Falling from her bike during 
training sessions is presented as a 
challenge for Denise, although there 
is evidence of misreading here too. 
The phrase ‘through gritted teeth’ 
describes Denise’s determination 
and does not suggest that she broke 
some teeth.

17 The candidate understands the 
idea that the cost of the adapted 
bike was worrying. However, the 
implication in the text is that the 
worry is due to the extremely high 
cost of the bike which she would 
not be able to meet by herself, and 
not because Denise was financially 
unstable. 

18 There is no sense here that the 
process of finding funding was a 
challenge. 

19 In the answer overall, the 
candidate shows evidence of some 
indiscriminate selection of ideas and 
they misread some details. There 
is some, limited, understanding of 
the requirements of the task and the 
answer lacks concision.
Mark for (f) = 4 out of 15                                        
Reading     Level     2                                                                                                                                                         
Writing      Level 1                           
Total mark awarded = 9 out of 30

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
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How the candidate could have improved their answer
•  The candidate needed to pay attention to key words and command words, which would have reminded them of

the need to use or interpret key details of the text in their explanations to show understanding of both explicit and
implicit ideas.

•  (f) The candidate could have planned out the ideas they wanted to use in their response before writing, which
might have helped them produce a more focused and relevant response.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• Some candidates did not pay attention to the guidance offered in each task: they needed to take careful note of key

instructions such as paragraph references and the instruction to use their own words which are designed to help
them demonstrate their understanding.

• Candidates offered lengthy explanations and / or full sentences to parts (a) – (e). They needed to remember that
these questions are not assessed for writing and can be answered as if simply responding to the question orally.

• Some candidates attempted to paraphrase or write a precis of the whole text: the selective summary task invites
candidates to focus specifically on certain ideas in the text, discounting material that is not relevant to answer the
question. Limited focus on the specific requirements of a selective summary task led to excess material in their
answers and affected evidence of both Reading and Writing skills.

• (f) Candidates counted the exact number of words in their answer which was not an efficient use of their time.
The suggested word limit for (f) is designed to help remind candidates of the need for concision in a summary
task. Overlong answers should be avoided since they are likely to contain excess material such as repetition,
unnecessary details or comment. However, estimating rather than counting the number of words in an answer
would have been a more efficient use of their time.
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Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

1  The candidate’s answers 
to each part of (a) clearly and 
efficiently offer a word or phrase 
from the text which suggest the 
same idea as the words underlined.

Mark for (a)(i) = 1 out of 1

Mark for (a)(ii) = 1 out of 1

Mark for (a)(iii) = 1 out of 1

Mark for (a)(iv) = 1 out of 1

2  All of the candidate’s three 
explanations in (b) offer secure 
evidence that they understand the 
precise meaning of each word in 
context.

Mark for (b)(i) = 1 out of 1

Mark for (b)(ii) = 1 out of 1

Mark for (b)(iii) = 1 out of 1

1

2

Question 2
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

3  The example that the candidate 
uses to explain how the writer 
suggests the father’s experiences 
and feelings are clearly identified.

4  The candidate offers three 
distinct ideas in relation to the 
chosen example, offering a 
comprehensive explanation of how 
they suggest the father’s feelings 
and experiences. They successfully 
target all three available marks for 
this question.

Mark for (c) = 3 out of 3

3

4
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

5  The candidate’s three choices 
in each half of this answer are 
clearly and precisely focused. They 
do not consider how ‘another’ adds 
to the effect of ‘gulp’ in this first 
example, but they still show a clear 
understanding of how the writer 
uses ‘gulp’ to indicate the father‘s 
dire need for water. 

6  The candidate’s answer offers a 
full explanation of how this example 
works in context, with clear evidence 
that they understand the effect. 

7  The candidate begins with a 
useful explanation of the meaning 
of ‘crucial’ as it works within 
the phrase and is beginning to 
explain the image, showing some 
understanding of effect. 

8  The candidate does not 
explicitly explain how exactly the 
word ‘drop’ is used in the context of 
the passage to suggest the father‘s 
last hope. 

5

6

7

8
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

9  The candidate offers a clear 
explanation of the effect of this 
image. 

10  The candidate clearly identifies 
the meanings of some words within 
this image. 

11  To evidence clear 
understanding of effect here, the 
candidate needs to provide a more 
precise explanation of those general 
effects being touched on. For 
example, they could explore how 
the father is reacting and how / why 
the word ‘mocking’ shows that. They 
could also look at what ‘gravelly’ 
suggests about the physical aspect 
of the road.

12  The candidate demonstrates 
some understanding of how 
this image works and gives an 
explanation of the literal meaning of 
‘tickling‘ as it is used in this context.

13  Judicious selection of examples 
and some high quality comments 
on how the writer is using language 
in both parts of the text offer some 
clear evidence that the candidate 
understands how the language is 
working.

Mark for (d) = 13 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 
23 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved their answer
The candidate needed to explain the precise effect and / or meaning. They could have used bullets to separate out the 
sections of their answer dealing with each choice which might have made it easier for the candidate to look back and 
identify quickly where their explanation of meaning or effect might have gone further.

9

10

11

12

13
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

1  The candidate correctly 
identifies the word from the text 
which suggests that the phone is 
‘sparkling in the sunshine’.

Mark for (a)(i) = 1 out of 1

2  The candidate’s selection from 
the text does not suggest the same 
idea as the words underlined in the 
question.

Mark for (a)(ii) = 0 out of 1

3  The candidate correctly 
identifies a phrase from the text 
that suggests the birthday is a 
‘significant stage in [the father’s] 
life’.

Mark for (a)(iii) = 1 out of 1

4  ‘Sonny capturing every second’ 
(line 21) is incorrect as it only 
relates in the text to the first metres 
of the father‘s journey through the 
forest and does not suggest the 
same ideas as ‘record[ing] the entire 
bicycle ride’.

Mark for (a)(iv) = 0 out of 1

5  The candidate’s answer to  
(b)(i) is the only one that 
demonstrates evidence of their 
understanding of meaning in 
context.

Mark for (b)(i) = 1 out of 1

Mark for (b)(ii) = 0 out of 1

Mark for (b)(iii) = 0 out of 1

1

2

3

4

5
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

6  The candidate does identify 
an example from the text by 
opening quotation marks, 
although they forget to close them. 
Their explanation shows some 
understanding of how the writer 
suggests the father’s experiences 
and feelings that night, for example 
through his facial expression 
indicating the physical pain he 
suffers and that the experience is 
tough.

Mark for (c) = 2 out of 3

6
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

7  The candidate only focuses on 
part of a choice (‘crackles’, rather 
than ‘crackles as I squeeze it’) so 
they miss an opportunity to explain 
accurately how and why the bottle 
makes this noise by not selecting 
the whole of the phrase. The nature 
of the sound is not suggested here.

8  The candidate offers a 
straightforward meaning for this 
word. 

9  There is a faint suggestion of 
effect in the candidate’s discussion 
of the wasted drop of water, 
although their individual choices 
need to be more carefully identified 
and explained. 

7

8

9
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

10  The candidate offers some 
basic understanding of the action 
of the water as it ‘splatters’ that 
indicates some grasp of meaning in 
context.

11  The candidate’s explanation 
of the literal meaning in context of 
‘meanders lazily’ is clear.

12  ‘Assured to be’ covers the 
meaning of ‘promised’ in context 
and there is some suggestion of the 
inevitability of what is ahead being 
acknowledged as likely to be more 
demanding.

13  The candidate provides a 
relevant, if partial, choice.  

14  The candidate provides some 
understanding, evidenced that the 
incline of the hill is challenging. 
However, the language of the text is 
repeated in the explanation which 
dilutes evidence of understanding. 

15  Overall, the candidate offers 
some relevant choices in each half 
and gives some secure meanings, 
although their attempts to describe 
the effects are basic.

Mark for (d) = 9 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 
14 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•  (a)(iv) The candidate could have offered just one carefully considered answer. This would have allowed them

to target the mark more successfully, ensuring the answer offered covered the whole meaning of the phrase
underlined and did not add extra incorrect words / selections or detract from the evidence of understanding.

•  (d) The candidate could have looked at the vocabulary around the word they were considering, to check whether
there were other connected words of interest. For example, if it was part of an image, this might have allowed them
to go beyond straightforward explanations of meaning. For example, selecting ‘gradient’ alone without ‘unforgiving’
meant they could not discuss how the image was working.

10

11

12

13

14

15
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

1  Whilst ‘winking’ is the key word 
in the sentence, it is the screen of 
Sonny’s phone which is catching 
the sunlight so ‘screen’ is within the 
permissible excess for the answer 
and does not detract from evidence 
of understanding.

Mark for (a)(i) = 1 out of 1

2  The candidate’s answer does 
not suggest the same idea as ’new, 
exciting experience’. 

Mark for (a)(ii) = 0 out of 1

3  The candidate correctly selects 
‘Milestone’ from the text as referring 
to a ‘significant stage in [father’s] 
life’.

Mark for (a)(iii) = 1 out of 1

4  The candidate correctly 
identifies a phrase from the text that 
suggests Sonny plans to ‘record the 
entire bicycle ride’.

Mark for (a)(iv) = 1 out of 1

5  ‘Increasing’ suggests the 
tension is getting worse and has not 
yet reached its peak.

Mark for (b)(i) = 0 out of 1

6  The candidate does not offer a 
meaning of ‘notorious’.

Mark for (b)(ii) = 0 out of 1

7  The candidate attempts to 
suggest other words with a similar 
prefix, although they do not 
demonstrate an understanding of 
the word ‘dismayed’.

Mark for (b)(iii) = 0 out of 1

1

2

3

5

4

6

7
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

8  The candidate demonstrates 
a basic awareness in this partial 
explanation that ‘relief’ means a few 
moments of relaxation for father's 
thigh muscles.

Mark for (c) = 1 out of 3

8



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

27

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

9  Although the candidate’s 
choices are partial or lack some 
focus in both halves, they are 
potentially relevant and their answer 
suggests some understanding of a 
literal meaning in the first half of the 
answer. They explain the word ‘gulp’ 
in general terms as taking in water. 

10  The candidate offers a basic 
meaning of squeeze, although 
they do not identify or consider the 
rest of their choice ‘crackles’ and 
they do not go beyond this partial 
explanation. 

11  The candidate’s repetition 
of the word ‘stream’ in this slight 
explanation limits the evidence of 
understanding offered.

9

10

11
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

12  While ‘steep’ is part of a 
relevant longer choice, the 
candidate does not understand its 
meaning. 

13  The candidate provides just a 
partial explanation of ‘warm exhaust 
fumes’ as meaning ‘hot air’ in this 
half of the answer.

14  The candidate offers a basic 
suggestion of meaning in the first 
half of their answer, although their 
explanation in the second half of 
the answer is thin. Overall, their 
explanation is partially effective.

Mark for (d) = 5 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 
9 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•  (b) The candidate could have tried out each of their potential synonyms in the place of the relevant underlined word

in the extract to check that their suggested meanings fitted logically and precisely in context.
•  (d) The candidate needed to give more careful consideration of meaning in the second half of their answer which

could have helped them offer more a secure explanation and show evidence of understanding overall.

12

13

14
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Common mistakes candidates made in this question
•  (a) Some candidates added extra guesses and / or unnecessary words. Candidates needed to write just one word

or phrase that accurately and completely suggested the meaning of the word(s) underlined in the question to
ensure that their selections offered clear evidence of their understanding.

•  (d) Some candidates wrote one paragraph for each part. Whilst writing in sentences could help to develop ideas for
learners and encourage them to extend their explanations, there was no requirement to write in paragraphs and /
or link their comments for each choice in this question, because Question 2 is only assessed for Reading.

•  Some candidates only used words that they could confidently spell correctly. Candidates should remember that
Question 2 is not assessed for Writing, so this encourages them to work at the edges of their vocabulary and use
their own words in order to arrive at more precise suggestions of meaning or effect.
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Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

1  This short introduction is not 
required. The answer could begin 
straight away with ideas for any of 
the three bullets. However, it may 
have helped this candidate to think 
their way into the situation and to 
establish a suitable register / voice 
for their response.

2  The candidate’s reference 
to inviting the family around for 
cake and crisps is in line with the 
suggestion in the text that this 
might be the usual kind of birthday 
celebration in this household. 

3  The candidate includes and 
develops ideas for the first bullet in 
this paragraph. The candidate takes 
on Sonny’s perspective to describe 
his initial reaction to Dad’s planned 
adventure of the big cycle ride and 
his desire to prove to everyone and 
himself that he could do it. 

4  Sonny’s initial doubts about his 
father’s capabilities are suggested 
in the text, for example, in the 
reference to his age. 

5  The candidate acknowledges 
Sonny’s admiration for his father’s 
efforts during the ride through a 
relevant ‘thought’ in relation to 
the second bullet of the task and 
recognition that Sonny’s attitude 
appears to change during the 
experience. 

Question 3

1
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

6  The candidate offers further 
development in Sonny’s reaction to 
the plan for Rob to accompany Dad 
on the ride, but to stay in his car. 

7  The candidate has added to 
this first section of the answer, 
suggesting that they have taken 
time after writing their response 
to read back through and look for 
opportunities to extend the range of 
ideas and details they had included. 

8  This explanation of the 
hardships Dad faced, includes 
frequent integrated detail from 
the text and covers the ideas that 
although he was struggling with the 
climb, having difficulty breathing and 
needed to be fitter, Dad remained 
determined.  

9  The candidate integrates details 
from the text here and interprets 
them from Sonny’s point of view. 

6
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

10  Sonny’s concern that his 
father might need medical help is 
suggested in his reaction to the 
change in Dad’s breathing and 
details from the text are woven into 
the answer: Dad’s need to stop 
(take a rest) and Sonny’s final words 
in the passage encouraging his 
father on.

11  The candidate uses a range of 
ideas which are rooted in the detail 
and suggestions of the text have 
been used and developed in this 
final section of the answer dealing 
with bullet three of the task. Dad’s 
amusement and self deprecating 
humour, which is evident in the 
passage, is initially established here. 
The candidate takes the opportunity 
to develop and detail the reactions 
to each of the stages of the race as 
Dad looks back via the video. They 
pick up on his likely disappointment 
and regret, based on one valid 
interpretation of the hints in the text 
that he might not have finally made 
it to the top.

12  The candidate’s answer 
includes a good range of ideas 
over all three bullets with frequent, 
integrated details and well-sustained 
development of ideas from Sonny’s 
perspective. They use a consistent 
and convincing voice throughout 
and a fairly effective register.
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner comments

13 The candidate’s plan to record 
the cycle on video is usefully 
added here, along with the 
reference to the soundtrack (music) 
Sonny planned to add, extending 
the coverage of ideas in relation to 
the first bullet of the question. 
Reading Level 5                     
Writing Level 5         

Total mark awarded =                
23 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved their answer
The candidate could have further widened the range of their ideas in relation to the first bullet using material from 
later in the text. They could have used ideas from anywhere in the text and these ideas could have been included 
anywhere in their answer, which might have helped them find extra opportunities for additional points or detail when 
planning or editing.
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

1  The candidate underlines details 
of the task in the question and ticks 
some of them off, suggesting that 
they intended to use the bullets as a 
checklist for their ideas. 

2  The candidate does not pick up 
on hints about Sonny’s voice from 
the passage, so does not manage 
to create a convincing voice for their 
answer, for example, Sonny calls his 
father ‘Dad’ in the text. 

3  This needs more careful support  
to be in line with suggestions in the 
text and to show evidence of close 
reading. 

4  Some of the preparations for the 
challenge are listed here: preparing 
the bike, the arrangement for Rob 
to go with them and for Sonny to 
record a video of the ride. However, 
they need to develop their ideas 
since their answer does not deal 
with ‘how [Sonny] felt about’ these 
preparations. This part of the task 
is not ticked off by the candidate in 
their checklist, indicating that some 
of the guidance in the first bullet 
may have been forgotten.

5  The candidate misses further 
opportunities to support and 
develop basic ideas to evidence 
close reading. For example, they 
could include the detail that Rob 
was Dad’s friend and / or offered 
development, such as how Sonny 
felt about the plan for Rob to drive 
alongside.

6  The candidate’s ideas here 
are relevant, but presented 
factually, rather than interpreted 
and developed through Sonny’s 
reactions and comments. 

7  A detail of the challenging 
terrain is touched on here: the steep 
trail. 
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner comments

8 The candidate refers to the 
physical nature of the challenge 
through the effect on his father’s leg 
muscles and his exhaustion.

9 The candidate includes some 
reference to Sonny’s thoughts as he 
watches his father. His concern that 
his father is struggling and might fall 
is offered as a development here. 

10 The candidate adds further 
details of the physical nature of the 
challenge and they repeat Sonny’s 
concern.

11 In this final section of the 
answer, the candidate uses some 
details from the text to suggest 
some relevant reactions for father 
as he watches the video later. For 
example, a feeling of pride in his 
achievement at making it up at least 
part of the steep hill. 

12 This reference to ‘great speed’ 
suggests a misreading of ‘pedal 
madly’ where his father is working 
hard to try to get up the hill but is 
making slow progress.   

13 The father does say that 
he needs to stop and this is 
a reasonable interpretation. 
Explanation of why he might laugh 
at this could be used to offer further 
evidence of understanding (picking 
up on the father’s attitude towards 
his own performance in the text).

14 The candidate provides a 
reasonable range of ideas over all 
bullets of the task. They could 
develop and support their answer 
further. Their style is clear although 
factual and plain, with little sense of 
a convincing voice for Sonny.                                   
Reading Level 3                        
Writing Level 3

Total mark awarded = 15 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•  To demonstrate closer reading of the text, the candidate could have used further details from the text to support

their ideas.
•  Taking opportunities to evaluate events from Sonny’s perspective and extend his reactions to the whole experience

would have allowed this candidate to develop ideas and be awarded marks in the higher levels.
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

1  The candidate lifts content from 
the introduction to the passage in 
the opening of their answer. This 
offers only very limited evidence that 
the candidate has read closely and 
/ or understands the nature of the 
challenge the father undertook.

2  The candidate makes a brief 
reference to the plan that his father’s 
friend joined them on the day. 

3  The candidate’s reference to 
Sonny recording the video relies 
heavily on the language of the text, 
which suggests that they do not 
understand the point securely. 

4  The candidate misreads the 
detail here. It is Sonny, not Rob, 
who makes the birthday video. 
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

5  The candidate misreads the 
information here in relation to 
Sonny’s comment about his father’s 
outfit. 

6  The candidate’s reference to the 
physical strain faced by his father is 
touched on briefly through this detail 
of his thigh muscles being under 
pressure. 

7  Weaknesses of expression 
in the answer affect meaning and 
further reliance on lifting from the 
passage results in some awkward 
expression. 

8  The candidate makes a brief 
reference to the difficult terrain 
through the detail of the gradient 
change.

9  The candidate's comment 
suggests that they have misread 
here, because there is no race. 
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

10  There is further misreading of 
detail suggested here. It is the warm 
exhaust fumes from the car that his 
father is breathing in, not a warm 
breeze.

11  The candidate makes a brief 
reference to the bike as they track 
through the text.

12  The reference to his father 
seeing Sonny crying is outside 
of the text and / or may be a 
misreading of ‘Sonny’s face drops’. 
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner comments

13 The candidate suggests the 
father’s disappointment at not 
achieving his goal, but they misread 
the goal itself. There were no other 
riders to beat since this was not a 
race. 

14 Sonny’s pride as he watches 
his father ride is a relevant idea to 
include from the text. 

15 The candidate makes some 
brief reference to some of the main 
ideas in the text throughout this 
answer, although there is some 
evidence of misreading to balance. 
The candidate shows some general 
understanding of the text, but their 
expression is often awkward 
throughout their answer.      
Reading Level 2                     
Writing Level 2 

Total mark awarded = 
8 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved their answer
•  The candidate could have re-read the text to identify ideas for each bullet beforehand to help them secure their

understanding of key details ahead of writing their answer and avoid some of the misreading that was evident in
their response.

•  The candidate’s answer went beyond the suggested length. They could have planned to write a shorter, more
focused journal entry which could have allowed them to factor in time to check their answer and be awarded higher
marks for both Reading and Writing.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
•  Some candidates limited the order of ideas in their answers to follow that of the bullets. Whilst the bullets were

there to help ensure coverage of relevant ideas from the text and encourage development, candidates could have
followed the order of them and / or included relevant ideas and details for any of the bullets at any point in their
response.

•  Some candidates did not plan their ideas beforehand and / or did not return to the text to check details they were
unsure of, so missed opportunities to locate further useful details and implicit ideas they may have missed on first
reading.

•  Some candidates did not adopt the perspective of the persona identified in the task. Thinking their way into the role
or viewpoint could have helped candidates to develop their answer in a relevant way and to use an appropriate
register and voice, so they could be awarded marks for both Reading and Writing.
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